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Translator’s Introduction

Abu Abdallah Muhammad ibn Ali ibn al-Hasan ibn Bashir
al-Tirmidhi, commonly known as al-Hakim al-Tirmidhi,
was born in what is modern Termez, Uzbekistan. Although
it is not known exactly when he was born, Shams-al-Din
al-Dhahabi wrote that he lived into his eighties and re-
portedly died in 320 AH (932 CE).

Most of what we know about al-Hakim al-Tirmidhi
comes from his memoirs. He was born into a wealthy and
respectable family. He personally owned a large estate. His
father was a hadith scholar and a jurist and his first teacher,
with his early education focusing on orthodox studies in
Hanafi figh and hadith. Other than his father, we have no
knowledge of whom his other teachers or guides were
throughout his life. Al-Hakim al-Tirmidhi performed Hajj
at the age of twenty-eight, and as was customary, he spent
time studying in Mecca and Baghdad before returning
home. After returning home, he began devoting himself to
memorising the Qur’an, fasting and praying intensely. He
also began looking for a spiritual advisor and started as-
sociating with the ahl al-marifa (the people of gnosis), the
predecessors of the Sufis. In particular, he was influenced
by the writings of Ahmad ibn Asim al-Antaki and Abu Ab-
dullah Harith al-Basri al-Muhasibi—and particularly the
latter’s treatise on Riyadat al-Nafs (Discipline of the Soul).
Al-Hakim al-Tirmidhi began writing and gathered a follow-
ing of students, but his ideas and teachings irritated the
scholars and the wealthy of Termez. According to al-Dha-
habi, al-Hakim al-Tirmidhi was exiled from his home,



being accused of heretical writings, but was able to flee to
Balkh (in modern Afghanistan) where he was warmly re-
ceived. From Balkh, which is just about a day’s walk from
Termez, al-Hakim al-Tirmidhi was able to continue disput-
ing with his opponents, and by this he increased his number
of students greatly. Eventually he settled in Nishapur (mod-
ern Neyshabur, Iran), which, being a trading hub, was one
of the wealthiest and most cosmopolitan cities in Khorasan
at the time.

The themes that al-Hakim al-Tirmidhi focuses on are the
struggle to discipline the soul and revitalise the heart, the
struggle between the intellect and the soul within one’s
breast, the observance of the love of Allah and the use of
the intellect in leading to gnosis, the manifestation of the
Devine attributes in creation, and the relationship of exter-
nal knowledge, internal knowledge, and the knowledge of
Allah in sainthood. He authored at least 108 books that we
know of, covering Qur’anic exegesis, hadith, Islamic juris-
prudence, Arabic terminology, and hagiography, apart
from esoteric texts like this one. Although al-Hakim al-Tir-
midhi never described himself as a Sufi, he has often been
included in Sufi hagiographies after his death. His book
Sirat al-Awliya (Way of the Saints, also known as Khatm
al-Awliya, or Seal of the Saints) became known as a sort of
guide for achieving sainthood, influencing Muhyiddin ibn
Arabi and Abu Hamid al-Ghazali.

The text for this translation is part of a manuscript col-
lection of twelve works attributed to al-Hakim al-Tirmidhi
housed in the Bibliothéque nationale de France. The manu-
script collection is dated to 1116 AH (1704 CE), and the
several century’s gap between when al-Hakim al-Tirmidhi
lived and when this manuscript was produced testifies to
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his influence on Islamic spiritual scholasticism. This manu-
script appears to be as a personal student’s copy and was
likely later compiled with other manuscripts from the same
library. Such students’ copies are not unusual as it was cus-
tomary for a student to copy a book read by his teacher,
which would then typically be reread and revised, perhaps
with notes or missing text written in the margins, as is the
case with this manuscript. The handwriting is challenging
to read in this manuscript, like the text was written with
haste, as a dictation and as a personal copy rather than a
manuscript commissioned or produced to be sold. These
difficulties are compounded by the state of the manuscript
with portions of the text smudged or missing. We attribute
this text to al-Hakim al-Tirmidhi rather than claiming he
authored it because large portions read more like class
notes, more like a student quoting his teacher’s commentary
on the text rather than copying verbatim from a book.
Again, this is not unusual considering the mode of educa-
tion. And so considering this, it is likely that the basis of
the book is based on al-Hakim al-Tirmidhi’s work with
commentary commingled with the original text.

AL-HAKIM AL-TIRMIDHI ix
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THE LIMBS AND THE SOUL

ATTRIBUTED TO AL-HAKIM AL-TIRMIDHI

N

In the Name of Allabh, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

Praise be to Allab, the Lord of all Praise and to
Whom it belongs; may Your aid, O Allah, be upon us,
and Your blessings upon Mubammad and his family.

As for what is asked about the description of the heart and
its names; the description of the breast and its conditions;
the description of the soul; the description of Iblis and his
armies, an explanation of his authority over them, their
reasons, their affairs, their states, and their beginnings; the
description of gnosis and what lies within its core; the de-
scription of light and its attire; the description of Adam’s
creation, peace be upon him, with a hundred creations; the
description of the soldiers of gnosis; the description of the
intellect, its source, its council of judgment, and its assis-
tants; the description of the cities of gnosis, their villages,
their walls, and their inhabitants; the explanation of the en-
campment’s description, the houses of the offices, the treas-
uries of obedience, the mines of wisdom, and the prisons
of the soul; the creation of Adam, the explanation of his
name; the translation of “There is no god but Allah”; the
explanation of His saying, “Am I not your Lord?” (Qur’an
7:172), the interpretation of the name of Abraham, the
Friend of the Merciful, peace be upon him; the interpre-
tation of the name of Iblis; the name of Pharaoh; the inter-



pretation of His saying, “Allab is the Light of the heavens
and the earth” (Qur’an 24:35); the interpretation of the
olive tree and the interpretation of the Tree of Tooba. These
are thirty-three questions with a profound depth that can-
not be fully explored due to their vastness. We will mention
from them what can be understood by those with insight.
The innermost heart is the first city of the cities of light.
There are seven cities of light, the first of which is the in-
nermost heart (s/34))), then the conscience ( ,.e.2Jl), then the
outer layer (MJl), then the heart (_Jall), then the inner
lining (slezl), then the kernel (&), and finally the core
(—LUN). The conscience is the heart of the innermost heart,
the outer layer is the heart of the conscience, the heart is
the heart of the outer layer, the inner lining is the heart of
the heart, the kernel is the heart of the inner lining, and the
core is the heart of the kernel, which is the source of light.
These seven cities are within one another, and each has a
gate, a key, and a curtain over every gate. Between each
city, there is a wall, and beyond each wall, there is a moat.

Y

The Description of the Gates

As for the gate of the innermost heart (s154)1), it is of the
light of mercy; as for the gate of the conscience ( ,x2)l), it
is of the light of compassion; as for the gate of the outer
layer (M&J1), it is of the light of generosity; as for the gate
of the heart (_J4)l), it is of the light of glory; as for the gate
of the inner lining (Cslx2ll), it is of the light of giving; as for
the gate of the kernel (&), it is of the light of Divinity;
and as for the gate of the core (LUI), it is of the light of
tenderness. The light of tenderness is from the light of
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nearness, the light of nearness is from the light of compas-
sion, the light of compassion is from the light of volition,
the light of volition is from the light of the light of volition,
which is the light of love, and the light of love is from
the light of grace. This is subtle gnosis that cannot be
scrutinized.

The Descrlptlon of the Veils

As for the veil of the innermost heart ( s154l), it is beauty;
as for the veil of the gate of the conscience ( e2ll), it is
majesty; as for the veil of the gate of the outer layer (),
it is authorityj; as for the veil of the gate of the heart (_Jall),
it is awe; as for the veil of the gate of the inner lining
(wleidl), it is power; as for the veil of the gate of the kernel
(iJ1), it is greatness; and as for the veil of the gate of the
core (oL1), it is modesty. Modesty is from the veil of the
Sovereign.

The Descrlptlon of the Keys

As for the key to the gate of the innermost heart ( 5/34l), it
is acknowledgment; as for the key to the gate of the con-
science ( e.2ll), it is monotheism; as for the key to the gate
of the outer layer ( sM\&J1), it is faith; as for the key to the
gate of the heart (_J4l), it is submission (Islam); as for the
key to the gate of the inner lining ( <lx2Jl), it is sincerity;
as for the key to the gate of the kernel (45J1), it is truthful-
ness; and as for the key to the gate of the core (L), it
1S gnosis.
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The Description of the Breast

As for the breast, it is the source of command, the mine of
counsel and judgment, and the council of the Sovereign,
which is the intellect. It is the courtyard of the city and its
surroundings. Within the city, there are four Gates leading
to it, a vast square and a splendid council adorned with lan-
terns of mercy and lamps of light, which glow with the light
that is in the heart. Candles of divine revelation shine with
their radiance and illumination. From what has been nar-
rated by Muhammad bin Marwan from al-Kalbi, from Abu
Salih, from Ibn Abbas, and what has been narrated by al-
Rabee’ from Ubay bin Ka’b, regarding His saying, the Al-
mighty, “Allab is the Light of the heavens and the earth.
The parable of His Light is as if there were a niche and
within it a lamp: the lamp enclosed in glass: the glass as it
were a brilliant star” (Qur’an 24:35): The lamp is the light,
the glass is the heart, and the niche is the breast. Just as this
lamp entered the glass and illuminated it, so the breast was
illuminated. Then the light descended from the niche, which
is the breast, and thus the light descended from the breast
and illuminated the entire cavity, which is the soul. And He
said, “Is one whose heart Allab has opened to Islam, so that
he has received Enlightenment from Allah, (no better than
one hard-hearted)? Woe to those whose hearts are har-
dened against celebrating the praises of Allab! they are
manifestly wandering (in error)!” (Qur’an 39:22). Within
it are mines, degrees, and fruits, as in His saying, “And the
(Secret) Councils (of the wicked) are brought up (before the
Righteous) for Judgment” (Qur’an 1roo:10). Within it is a
ground for the carpets of the Sovereign, his camp, the place
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of his judgments, the embellishment of deeds, the gathering
of armies, the urging of soldiers, and the veils of mercy. It
has seven walls around it and seven moats.

Description of the Walls and Moats

As for its walls, there are seven walls around it, and be-
tween every two walls, there is a moat. As for the first wall,
which is between it and the soul, it is the seeking of refuge;
the second is of remembrance; the third is of seeking help;
the fourth is of supplication for relief; the fifth is of striving;
the sixth is of reliance; and the seventh is of submission. As
for its moats, they are: triumph, remembrance, assistance,
support, guidance, sufficiency, and salvation.

=
ANV

Interpretation of the Moats

As for triumph, it is the moat of seeking refuge according
to Allah’s statement, Exalted is He, “When thou dost read
the Qur’an, seek Allabh’s protection from Satan the Rejected
One * No authority has he over those who believe and put
their trust in their Lord” (Qur’an 16:98-99). Thus, the
promise of seeking refuge is mentioned, where He says,
“No authority has he over those who believe,” depriving
the enemy of authority. The one who seeks refuge is called
a believer, and the believer is called reliant, as He says, “and
put their trust in their Lord.” Then He described his auth-
ority, saying, “His authority is over those only who take
him as a protector.” (Qur’an 16:100).

As for remembrance, it is the moat of remembrance ac-
cording to Allah’s statement, Mighty and Exalted, “There-
fore remember Me, 1 will remember you” (Qur’an 2:152).

AL-HAKIM AL-TIRMIDHI 7



He promises that if you remember Him, He will remember
you. Then He says, “and without doubt, Remembrance of
Allabh is the Greatest Thing” (Qur’an 29:45), glorifying and
magnifying His remembrance beyond anyone’s reach, as
He alone is worthy of it. It is said that wisdom lies in the
servant’s remembrance of Allah, as the Lord remembers the
servant with mercy. Thus, the servant remembers Allah
by praising, thanking, and worshipping Him, and Allah, in
return, remembers the servant with repentance, gratitude,
forgiveness, and acceptance. So the remembrance of Allah
is a strong fortress and an impregnable stronghold.

As for assistance, which is divine guidance, it is the moat
of seeking help. He commanded this in the Mother of the
Book, the seven oft-repeated verses, and the Great Qur’an.
He made it a condition for His servant that half of it is for
Him and half for the servant, and that the servant will have
what he asks for. So He said: say, “You do we worship,
and Your aid we seek” (Qur’an 1:5). Then He said, “And
seek (Allab’s) assistance with patient perseverance and
prayer” (Qur’an 2:45). He bore witness for those who
sought His help with humility, certainty of meeting Him,
and returning to Him upon resurrection. So He said, “For,
without doubt, it is hard, except to those who bring a lowly
spirit, who bear in mind the certainty that they are to meet
their Lord, and that they are to return to Him” (Qur’an
2:45-46). Then He said, “Those are the ones upon whom
descend blessings from their Lord, and Mercy” (Qur’an
2:157). Then He testified in the verse of guidance for those
who sought His help, saying, “those are the ones who are
rightly guided” (Qur’an 2:157).

As for victory, it is the moat of seeking support, as He
said in His Majesty and Glory, “If you seek a decision
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(now), the decision has indeed come unto you” (Qur’an
8:19). He promised victory at the point of seeking support,
saying, “the decision has indeed come unto you.” Then He
said, “If you help (the cause of) Allah, He will help you,
and plant your feet firmly” (Qur’an 47:7).

As for guidance, it is the moat of striving in His cause as
He said, “And strive in His cause as you ought to strive,
(with sincerity and under discipline). He has chosen you,
and has imposed no difficulties on you in religion; it is the
cult of your father Abraham. It is He Who has named you
Muslims, both before and in this (Revelation)” (Qur’an
22:78). He commanded to strive with sincerity and disci-
pline, then clarified their status with Him and their distinc-
tion, saying while emphasizing their selection and seeking
gratitude from them, “He has chosen you.” You are the
people of My selection, chosen among My creation. You
are My chosen servants. Then He absolved them, showed
kindness to them, and presented the excuse and evidence
that He burdened them only with what they could bear,
saying, “and has imposed no difficulties on you in religion.”
Then He attributed their faith to His friend Abraham,
encouraging them to follow it, “it is the cult of your father
Abraham.” He attested to their prophethood of Abraham,
peace be upon him, as if they were part of him, meaning
with the honour of the fathers, the children are included
and preserved for them and prepared. From this is His
saying, “And those who believe and whose families follow
them in Faith, to them shall We join their families” (Qur’an
52:21), and from His saying, “and their father was a right-
eous man” (Qur’an 18:82), meaning that I have preserved
their treasure under that wall and appointed My friend
al-Khidr to maintain it because of the righteousness of their
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father. Then He said, “a mercy from thy Lord” (Qur’an
28:46) for indeed My mercy is close to the doers of good.
Then He said, “As for those who strive in Us, We surely
guide them to Our paths, and lo! Allab is with the good”
(Qur’an 29:69), promising guidance to His paths, not just
one path, for those who strive, and attesting to their excel-
lence and support with His presence.

We return to what we were discussing, as He said,
“It is He Who has named you Muslims” (Qur’an 22:78),
attesting to their Islam and attributing this naming to His
friend Abraham, meaning he is your father and who is more
deserving of naming the children than the fathers, connect-
ing His friend and his faith to them. Then He said, “that
the Messenger may be a witness for you, and you be wit-
nesses for mankind!” (Qur’an 22:78), as the nations deny
the conveyance of Allah’s messengers and the Books to
them, and Allah’s arguments. Then He mentioned it at the
end, “hold fast to Allah! He is your Protector—the Best to
protect and the Best to belp!” (Qur’an 22:78), as He takes
care of your affairs, both disbelievers and Muslims, sup-
ports you when you seek His help, accepts the little, ap-
preciates the much, honours the obedient, has mercy on the
disobedient, accepts repentance and good deeds, multi-
plies them, erases sins, replaces them, elevates ranks, and
accepts excuses.

As for reliance, it is the moat of trust in His saying, “And
whoever relies upon Allab—then He is sufficient for him”
(Qur’an 65:3) and in His saying, “...on Allab put your trust
if you have faith.” (Qur’an 5:23), attesting to the trust of
the believer.

As for salvation: verily it is the moat of submission,
wherein is mentioned the affair of Abraham and his son,
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peace be upon them. He said, “So when they had both sub-
mitted their wills (to Allab), and he had laid him prostrate
on his forehead We called out to him ‘O Abraham! Thou
hast already fulfilled the vision!”” (Qur’an 37:103-104).
Then He said, “And We ransomed him with a momentous
sacrifice” (Qur’an 37:107), “and delivered him from dis-
tress” (Qur’an 21:88). Then He promised for those who
perform his deed to treat them with his treatment, saying,
“and thus do We deliver those who have faith.” (Qur’an
21:88). Then He testified to his faith and called him His ser-
vant, saying, “Indeed, he was one of Our believing ser-
vants” (Qur’an 37:111). Then He said, “Thus indeed do
We reward those who do right.” (Qur’an 37:110). And
TIhsan herein is sincerity, meaning to steal oneself away from
oneself and to fulfil the commandments of the Lord and
rely upon Him.

Chapter: The Description of the Gates which are on the
Breast and the Two Gatekeepers

The breast has two Gates that lead to the soul, the gate of
command and the gate of prohibition, and their gatekeepers
are the will and the power. Over them are veils of omnip-
otence and sovereignty, and on the two gatekeepers are gar-
ments of the light of unity and divinity. Their stuffing is
compassion, gentleness, care, and mercy, woven with the
light of authority, greatness, awe, and majesty.

AL-HAKIM AL-TIRMIDHI ITI
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Chapter: The Description of th

e Foundation of the Walls

Indeed, the foundation of the walls is based on seven things:
gratitude, contentment, patience, sincerity, intention, ac-
ceptance, and acknowledgement.

As for the maintenance of the walls, their repair and up-
keep, so that they do not collapse or suffer damage from a
hole or a crack, or a deficiency, there are eight matters: the
utterance of “La ilaha illa Allah” (There is no god but
Allah), praising Allah, magnifying Allah, glorifying Allah,
surrendering to Allah, extolling Allah, seeking forgiveness
from Allah, and offering prayers upon the Prophet, peace
and blessings be upon him.

Indeed, the soul has two aspects: an outer aspect and an
inner aspect. As for the inner aspect, it is blameworthy;
while the outer aspect follows whoever leads it, dominates
it, and takes control of it. This is evident in the words of
Allah, the Almighty and Majestic, regarding what is nar-
rated about the testimony of Joseph, peace be upon him,
concerning evil, where He says, “Nor do I absolve my own
self (of blame): the (human) soul is certainly prone to evil”
(Qur’an 12:53). And His saying, “One Day every soul will
come up struggling for itself, and every soul will be recom-
pensed (fully) for all its actions, and none will be unjustly
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dealt with” (Qur’an 16:111). The inner aspect of the soul
is arguing with the outer aspect of the soul. As in His say-
ing, “So I seized a handful (of dust) from the footprint of
the Messenger and threw it (into the fire), for thus my inner
soul suggested to me” (Qur’an 20:96). And His saying,
“You know what is in my soul” (Qur’an 5:116). These are
descriptions of the inner aspect of the soul.

As for the description of the outer aspect of the soul, it
is submissive to whoever overpowers it. If the Sovereign,
being light and reason, overpowers it, the soul will follow
Him. If the inner aspect of the soul overpowers it, the soul
will submit to it. Allah says, “One Day shall thou see every
soul confronted with all the good it has done,” due to the
Sovereign prevailing over it, “and all the evil it has done—
it will wish there were a great distance between it and its
evil. But Allah cautions you (To remember) Himself”
(Qur’an 3:30). That is, the soul of Satan, for this inward
soul is the soul of Satan, and it has a status of which half is
in its place if Allah wills. And His saying, “By the soul and
the proportion and order given to it; and its inspiration as
to its wrong and its right; truly he succeeds that purifies it”
(Qur’an 91:7-9), that is, purifies, meaning rectifies the in-
ward soul so that the outward soul is rectified by its rectifi-
cation. From this is His saying, the Most High, “O soul
reassured! Return thou to thy Lord, well-pleased (with
Him), well-pleasing (Him)” (Qur’an 89:27-28). He called
it “reassured” because when the inward soul is suppressed,
imprisoned, and protected from its greed, it weakens and
its fires are extinguished; the outward soul becomes tranquil
and secure from its harm, and falls into repose. Do you
not see His saying, the Most High, “And whoever is saved
from the covetousness of his soul, these it is that are the
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successful ones” (Qur’an 59:9)? These are two aspects of
the soul, outer and inner, as we have described their con-
ditions. They are two great cities, with differences and vari-
ations between them. They emerge from the gaps in the
walls and moats that we have described, and within them
are things that cannot be fully described for fear of making
the book too lengthy.

As for the description of the inner aspect of the soul, its
essence is made of the vilest, lowest, and most impure soil.
It is because its origin lies in the dwelling place of Iblis,
where he paced and walked during his time among the an-
gels. The misfortune of his disbelief affected the soul due
to his dwelling on it for days, along with the polytheism,
disbelief, and arrogance that he harboured. Allah described
him as a disbeliever despite his outward appearance of
monotheism. He was testified against as a disbeliever,
which invalidated the faith he outwardly displayed, because
of what was in his inner self and conscience since the day
he was created. Allah said, “And he was of the disbelievers”
(Qur’an 38:74). When Allah created Adam from the soil of
the earth, encompassing all its colours, good and bad, flat
and mountainous parts, the soil and the dwelling place
mixed with each other. Thus, Adam’s creation was in-
fluenced by this dwelling and walking. The dwelling place
became even more impure and vile than the walking. This
impure soil became the essence of the soul’s creation, a part
of Adam’s nature and origin, and the basis of the soul.
When Allah completed the creation of Adam, He placed
him under the Throne. Iblis, who was among the angels,
addressed them saying, “Would you obey if Allah com-
manded you to do something?” They replied, “Yes.” He
said, “As for me, I will not obey!” This was because he
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looked into the origin of Adam’s creation and realized that
he was created from that soil, so he belittled him. He de-
clared that if he was commanded to obey Adam, he would
not, and if he was not commanded to obey, he would exert
his utmost effort and wage war against him. The angels
asked him, “Why?” He replied, “It is because he was cre-
ated from the soil where I tread, the place of my footsteps,
and my path. There are two aspects to this: First, should a
father prostrate to his son, or a master to his slave? For he
is like a son or a slave to me, created from the place where
I tread and walk, and what my feet have touched for two
thousand years. The second aspect is that the dwelling place
and the footsteps are like parts of my body, and one part
of the body must obey another part. The lower and lesser
parts of the body must obey the higher and greater parts.”
He compared Allah’s command and creation to these
things, and he was the first cursed one to make such a com-
parison. May Allah keep him away from us.

The Argument of Iblis

Why did he argue? It was asked, “What is the evidence for
Iblis’s argument and its explanation, and the clarification
of his arguments? What exists of what he intended?” It is
said that the argument can be found in Allah’s statement,
“So I took a handful of dust from the track of the Mess-
enger” (Qur’an 20:96). This handful was from the place
where the horse of Gabriel, peace be upon him, had
stepped. He was on the horse of life, and he took the dust
from the place where its hoof had been because of the life
it contained. Wherever that handful was thrown, it brought
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everything to life. This is mentioned in the story of the Sa-
maritans. Had it not been for the dust from the horse, it
would not have been able to bring the dead back to life.
From this comes the saying, “Verily, it is We Who give life
to the dead, and We record that which they send before and
that which they leave behind, and all things have We ac-
counted for in a clear Book” (Qur’an 36:12). Allah records
for the believer and against the disbeliever what they have
done, whether good or evil, and their traces. The traces are
what is beneath the feet. The traces are linked to actions,
and the traces are part of the bodies, just as actions are part
of the bodies. It is also said in the Qur’an, “Nor can they
tread on any spot that can exasperate the disbelievers, nor
gain any advantage over an enemy, but a righteous deed is
recorded for them for that” (Qur’an 9:120). It is like Allah
saying, “We combine,” meaning we make the place of
treading part of the action. The place of treading is part of
the body, just like the rest of it. It is as if it is being said,
“Had the place of treading not been part of the treader like
a part of the body, the reward and the place of treading
would not have been considered equal.” Just as the treading
is part of the treader, the place of treading is part of the
place of dwelling. This describes the inner and outer aspects
of the soul.

We return to the matter of the soul. The place of tread-
ing is indeed the place of the foot and its steps. Iblis, on the
day he stepped on that dust, was a disbeliever in the knowl-
edge of Allah but appeared obedient, as Allah described
him. He was among the disbelievers, as it is said, “Take the
Station of Abrabam as a place of prayer” (Qur’an 2:125).
Just as we found that the Station of Abraham, peace be
upon him, had the honour and status that Allah made it a
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place of prayer for those who believe and commanded them
to take it as a place of prayer. It is nothing but a trace of a
foot on a stone. The sanctity of that place and its trace is
so important that it is the focal point of prayer for all cre-
ation. No prayer is accepted in any horizon without it. This
sanctity only occurred because it was considered part of the
foot and was associated with it, as if it were the foot itself.
The foot has since disappeared and been worn away by the
hands of those who touched it and the difference of visitors,
so there is only a shape left with no trace of the fingers.
That is the status of my station, my foot, my place of tread-
ing, my trace, and my steps from me. That is, I consider it
part of myself, part of me, and part of my body. From this,
we have the story of Adam, peace be upon him, when he
was sent down to Earth, in a land near the rising of the sun.
He roamed the entire world. Whatever was under his feet
received his mercy and blessings, so it became a city. What
was between his feet became villages, and what his feet did
not touch became wilderness. From this comes the prefer-
ence of the people of the city over the people of the villages.
Just as that dust received his foot, so too it received his mis-
fortune, disbelief, and arrogance. Just as that was attributed
to Adam, peace be upon him, so too did the enemy of Allah
attribute that misfortune to himself. He claimed that the
misfortune, disbelief, and arrogance were within him as
soon as the dust touched him, and it mixed with him, be-
coming one thing. From this comes the name of al-Khidr
(the Green One), for wherever he walked on Earth, his
blessings, kindness, and goodness touched it, and the area
around his feet turned green. The origin of greenness is
from the Light of Majesty. Allah’s saying, “O you who be-
lieve! Enter into Islam whole-heartedly” (Qur’an 2:208),
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means to be on the peace you agreed upon, which is the
lawful and the unlawful. Your father was given a choice
between the lawful and the unlawful, and so was the
enemy. Your father chose the lawful, and the enemy chose
the unlawful and the indecent, and they agreed on that. The
descendants of Iblis agreed on that as well. So, you, O
children of Adam, agree on the peace of your father and
what he chose for himself and for you from the good things
and what was made permissible for you. “And do not fol-
low the footsteps of Satan” (Qur’an 2:208), meaning do
not follow your inner selves, for they were created from the
footsteps of Satan. Their cravings are the cravings of Satan
and what he chose from the unlawful. This peace is a for-
tress and a cave for you, so enter into your fortress and
your cave when the enemy saddens you. “No authority has
he over those who believe and put their trust in their Lord.”
(Qur’an 16:99). Thus, peace is a fortress, and reliance on
Allah is a strong protection, a deep moat, and a vast ocean.

As for what is described in Iblis’s case, “and he was
of the disbelievers” (Qur’an 38:74), when he stepped on
the soil, it received the misfortune, the misfortune of his
disbelief, his darkness, his rebellion, and his arrogance that
appeared from him on the Day of Prostration. In this sense,
it became like a part of him. So, when he was cursed, the
soil also became cursed wherever it was, receiving that
wrath. When the falsehoods were thrown at it, the soil be-
came a source of temptation for Iblis, his worldly desires,
his pursuit, his beloved, his delight, and his joy. That soil
in Adam attained what its owner had attained since it had
become like a part of him. Iblis, the enemy of Allah,
schemed, and found that this soil was present in Adam him-
self. He took advantage of it when he saw that Adam was
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predisposed to the temptation of his soul, as if he had found
him predisposed to a part of Iblis’s own body. Iblis said,
“My body does not disobey me,” and, however it hap-
pened, the enemy of Allah was strengthened by it and re-
joiced in what he gained from the opportunity.

We return to what we were discussing. When Allah hon-
oured Adam, peace be upon him, and highlighted his virtue
over all creation, and commanded him to prostrate, Iblis
became arrogant and refused to prostrate to something that
was raised from beneath his feet, the lowest and most des-
picable thing. Iblis said, “I am better than he: You created
me from fire,” (Qur’an 38:76). He mentioned his essence,
and fire is from light, and light is from dignity. So, he
thought he was more deserving of prostration. Then he
mentioned the essence of Adam, peace be upon him, and
said, “and him You created from clay.” (Qur’an 38:76).
Indeed, clay is from the soil, and soil is the earth, which is
where Iblis walks and treads. So, he refused to prostrate to
himself, to what is beneath his feet, and to his desire. Allah
described this in the revelation and warned His creation,
saying, “...follow not the footsteps of the Evil One; for he
is to you an avowed enemy” (Qur’an 2:208). This means
not to follow the steps that are in your creation, for they
are the call of Iblis and are associated with their master.
Allah said, “But such as had feared their Lord’s standing
and had restrained (their soul) from lower Desires” (Qur’an
79:40). This means to prevent the pure soul from following
desires and the creation that was created upon, which is the
inner soul. The soil is called “soul” because the enemy of
Allah claimed it, and it is called “desire” because it is the
ultimate force in the apparent soul and is attracted to its
mother, which is the abyss. This is because Iblis was created
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from fire, as he said, “Then he whose balance (of good
deeds) will be (found) light, will have his home in a (bot-
tomless) Pit” (Qur’an 101:8-9). Allah also said, “Then see
you such a one as takes as his god his own vain desire?”
(Qur’an 45:23); where he says, “takes vain desire” meaning
his inner self, he obeyed it in what it commanded or for-
bade, establishing it as a god before his eyes. Then, he bore
witness against them that they are like livestock, then he
mentioned that it is more misguided than livestock.

We return to what we were discussing. When the inner
soul became the desire of Iblis and a part of him, as we
mentioned, it obeyed Iblis in all the obscenities, falsehoods,
and sins he commanded. The apparent soul had no choice
but to submit to the inner soul and comply with what it in-
dicated. The apparent soul would follow it in what Allah
disliked and would submit to it, as it had the same impurity
within it. The apparent soul was in a position between the
feet, which had not been trodden upon. Allah supported
His servant by providing him with what was lawful, per-
missible, and allowed, and by prohibiting what was unlaw-
ful. He rejected the unlawful and obscene, attributing them
to Iblis, and accepted the lawful and good, attributing them
to reason. When Iblis commanded the unlawful, the inner
soul obeyed him. The apparent soul then desired to obey
the inner soul and submit to it since it was of the same es-
sence, and the desire within it was activated. Allah provided
the lawful to the apparent soul, which then clung to it since
the predominant force within it was its own essence. The
apparent soul did not succumb to the inner soul. The inner
soul, with the army of Iblis, waged war against the apparent
soul, while the intellect also waged war against it. War
raged between the two, with the soul wavering between
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them. This is the abode of war where there is never any
peace. The limbs surrounding the soul are influenced by the
outcome of this battle. When the intellect prevails, the ap-
parent soul is reassured and content with what Allah has
made lawful for it. When the inner soul prevails, the appar-
ent soul becomes submissive and engaged in the unlawful.

We return to what we were discussing in the analysis;
thus, Allah supported the outward soul with what He made
lawful until it was freed from the shackles of desire, purified
from its prison, and released from its bondage. He said,
“Say: Who hath forbidden the beautiful (gifts) of Allah,
which He hath produced for His servants, and the things,
clean and pure, (which He hath provided) for sustenance?”
(Qur’an 7:32), and He said, “Eat of the things which Allah
hath provided for you, lawful and good” (Qur’an 2:168).
Then, He stated the victory, “And follow not the footsteps
of Satan” (Qur’an 2:168), and clarified the reason for the
prohibition, saying, “For he is to you an avowed enemy”
(Qur’an 2:168). So, know that the footsteps of Satan are
those that command you to evil and indecency, which is
your outward soul until it desires, so feed it with the lawful,
for Allah has made lawful and forbidden. Whoever refrains
from the forbidden is replaced with the lawful. He said,
“He has created for you all that is on earth” (Qur’an
2:29), meaning I have no need in what I have created, but
I created it for your sake, so take from its face and essence
what I have made lawful for you. I have made the lawful
distinct from the forbidden, and I have forbidden only the
impurities, indecencies, and what brings no pleasure. And
I have made lawful only the good and the delightful, so He
said, “Eat of the good things and do righteous deeds”
(Qur’an 23:51), meaning do not obey the inward soul, for
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it commands you with indecency and evil. And He said,
“We have made all that is on earth as its adornment in
order that We may test them, who amongst them do the
best deeds” (Qur’an 18:7), meaning in obedience to Me in
the lawful, for in the lawful there is richness beyond the for-
bidden. Allah, the Exalted and Almighty, said, “O you who
believe! Eat of the good things that We have provided for
you, and be grateful to Allah, if it is Him you worship”
(Qur’an 2:172), so He permitted eating the lawful of the
good things and required gratitude for what He made law-
ful and permitted, not for the blessing. Then He said, “If it
is Him you worship” (Qur’an 2:172), so He made your
gratitude for His allowing you the lawful as an act of wor-
ship and monotheism. Then He excused Himself in what
He has forbidden and described the forbidden, saying, “He
hath only forbidden you dead meat, and blood, and the
flesh of swine, and that on which any other name hath been
invoked besides that of Allab” (Qur’an 2:173), meaning He
has only forbidden you things like these. If He had made
lawful for you in place of these good things, those inde-
cencies and forbidden things, you would not have listened,
and how would you have interpreted that? So, thank Him
for making lawful for you the desires you crave and forbid-
ding you what you find repulsive and what corrupts your
souls when you mention it. And His saying, “And that on
which any other name hath been invoked besides that of
Allab” (Qur’an 2:173), so the one who slaughters without
mentioning His name, what can he do with that? For upon
it is gathered the filth of the world, and that is because His
name is blessed, and the name of the false gods and Satan
is ominous and impure. So, if His name is not mentioned
and the name of the false gods and Satan is mentioned, how

22 THE LIMBS AND THE SOUL



can that be comfortable in your bellies? Indeed, He has only
forbidden such things. Then He said, “But if one is forced
by necessity, without wilful disobedience, nor transgressing
due limits, then is be guiltless” (Qur’an 2:173), so He also
required gratitude for making the forbidden lawful for you
during times of necessity and permitting you to partake.
Then He said, “For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful”
(Qur’an 2:173), meaning He does not hold you accountable
for partaking in the forbidden, and out of His mercy, He
made the forbidden lawful for you during necessity. So this
is in this world, and as for the Hereafter, “But as for him
who feared the standing before his Lord and restrained the
soul from lust, indeed, Paradise will be [his] refuge”
(Qur’an 79:40-41), meaning restraining his inward soul
from the forbidden and giving it the lawful. And He said,
“there will be there all that the souls could desire, all that
their eyes could delight in” (Qur’an 43:71) for refraining
from following the inward soul in the forbidden. So, this is
the description of the outward and inward soul. It has seven
gates leading to the limbs, and the limbs are seven villages
around it. If the Sovereign is its prince, ruling over it with
authority, it resides in tranquillity, and the villages are con-
tent, receiving their sustenance generously from every place.
But if it denies Allah’s blessings, obeys the inward soul with
the forbidden, and abandons the lawful, Allah will make it
taste the clothing of hunger and fear for what they used to
do in accordance with what Allah dislikes for it.

And we return to the affair concerning Iblis, so when he
was commanded to prostrate, he became arrogant and was
cursed. And it was said to him, “Get out of it, for you are
outcast, and indeed my curse is upon you until the Day of
Judgment.” So he became despondent and turned into an

AL-HAKIM AL-TIRMIDHI 23



outcast Satan, despondent of all goodness, stripped of the
garment of mercy, and became naked, despairing of Allah’s
mercy and rebellious, daring Allah. He said to Him, “You
have created a creature lower than me and preferred it over
me, while it is of those who disobey You, cause corruption
on the earth, and shed blood. And You have damned me
on its account, while it has not obeyed You for the blink of
an eye, and I have worshiped You in a manner indescrib-
able by describers. So, what was the reason for that?” Allah
said, “I know what you do not know” (Qur’an 2:30). He
said, “Then give me authority over him!” He (Allah) said,
“And what will you do?” He (Iblis) said, “I will make him
worship me.” He (Allah) said, “He will not obey you in
that.” He (Iblis) said, “Then give me authority over him.”
He (Allah) said, “You have that.” He (Iblis) said, “And can
I do that except by respite and a long life?” He (Allah) said,
“Whatever you wish.” He (Iblis) said, “‘O my Lord! give
me then respite till the Day the (dead) are raised.” (Allah)
said: ‘Respite is granted you till the Day of the Time ap-
pointed.”” (Qur’an 15:36-38). He (Iblis) said, “By Your
Glory, I will surely lead them all astray.” And Adam, peace
be upon him, was a noble and modest man who did not
know evil in Paradise with his wife, eating from it freely
wherever they wished. So the enemy of Allah used every
trick for the enmity that was in him and the hatred for what
had damned him on his account, and he was expelled from
the kingdom. And he deceived them with every deceit until
he entered Paradise, as is in the long hadith and the lengthy
story. Then when he entered it, he approached its people
with advice and compassion, and said, “Your abode here
has no fear or death.” They asked, “What is it?” He said,
“Has your Lord forbidden you anything?” They said, “Yes,
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this.” He said, “Alas!” and took his forehead aside, show-
ing sympathy for them, as if he was saddened for them.
They asked, “What is the matter with you?” He said, “I am
one of the angels who know the unseen!” They asked,
“And what do you know about our affair?” He said, “Your
Lord only forbade you this tree, lest you should become an-
gels or such beings as live for ever.” (Qur’an 7:20). Then
he added the oath at the end of the sentence, “Verily, [ am
one of the sincere advisors to you” (Qur’an 7:21). So, with
that he informed them of the end of their affair, and they
said, “And what is the trick?” He said, “Shall I guide you
to the Tree of Eternity and a kingdom that will never fade?”
(Qur’an 20: 120) So they ate from it, and he deceived them
by the name of their Lord. Allah, the Exalted, said, “And
he swore to them both, ‘Indeed, I am to you from among
the sincere advisors.” So he led them on by deception”
(Qur’an 7:21-22). And He expelled them from Paradise,
and when they descended to the earth, the accursed said,
taunting them with the audacity of disbelief and the burn-
ing hatred, “Did I not say to you that he would disobey
You and obey me and worship me? For whoever obeys
something, serves it, and whoever serves it becomes its ser-
vant, so he is my servant. And in it, I have a claim in the
origin of creation, as you created him from the dust, and
the dust is in the earth, and the earth is the place of my foot-
steps and my dwelling and my walk, and it was my dwell-
ing. You created him in my kingdom and my dominion and
the place of my footsteps, and the right of the one who
stands firmly in judgment is upon him, and by it, he dis-
obeyed You, as my misfortune and audacity had triumphed
over him.” He (Allah) said, “What do you wish?” He (Iblis)
said, “Give me authority over him.” He (Allah) said, “Go,
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for I have given you authority over him, so seek from him
your claim.” He (Iblis) said, “Then give me authority over
him, for by Your Glory, I will surely lead them all astray.”
Allah said, “Indeed, I have sincere servants among them,
and you have no authority over them, except those who fol-
low you from the misguided ones.” So the accursed Iblis
said, “Except Your sincere servants among them” (Qur’an
15:40). Thus, the accursed accepted the exception stipu-
lated by the Lord, the Almighty and the Glorious.

Allah, the Almighty and Glorious, about Waging War
Against Adam, peace be upon him, and his Descendants,
and Seeking Help and Triumph

Iblis said, “O Lord, since You have given me authority over
him and have satisfied my heart with what You have cast
upon me of what I asked for, grant me more strength to my
strength.” Allah said, “You will flow within them like the
flow of blood.” Iblis said, “He will defeat me with Your re-
membrance.” Allah said, “I have placed in him forgetful-
ness, mistakes, and heedlessness.” Iblis said, “He will
overpower me with the abundance of his offspring.” Allah
said, “No child will be born to him except that a child will
be born to you, just like him.” Iblis said, “He will over-
power me with the strength within him.” Allah said, “At-
tack them with your horsemen and your legions, share with
them in their wealth and their children, and promise them
that there is no Paradise nor Hell.” Iblis said, “My heart is
satisfied with him; I will bring the world before them and
beautify it in their eyes, and from behind them, I will make
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them forget it; from their right side, I will bring them sins
and beautify them, commanding them to do so; and from
their left side, I will delay their repentance.”

=

Chapter on Adam’s Request, peace be upon him:
The Victory and Triumph over his Enemy,
the Instruments of War, and the Means by which
the Enemy is Prevented from Harming Himself

Adam, peace be upon him, said, “O Lord, You have given
my enemy power over me and supported him with Your
strength. How can I overcome him?” He replied, “I will
protect you with My angels.” Adam said, “Increase it for
me.” He replied, “I will not hold you accountable for mis-
takes and forgetfulness.” Adam said, “Increase it for me.”
He replied, “I will not record your intention for a bad
deed.” Adam said, “Increase it for me.” He replied, “If you
do not commit it, I will make it a good deed.” Adam said,
“Increase it for me.” He replied, “I will write for you what-
ever you intend.” Adam said, “Increase it for me.” He re-
plied, “If you do it, I will record it as ten times its value.”
Adam said, “Increase it for me.” He replied, “I will increase
it by seven hundred times.” Adam said, “Increase it for
me.” He replied, “To even more multiples.” Adam said,
“Increase it for me.” He replied, “If you commit a bad
deed, it will not be recorded against you until seven hours
have passed.” Adam said, “Increase it for me.” He replied,
“My mercy precedes My wrath.” Adam said, “O Lord, he
will overcome me with his legions and horsemen.” He re-
plied, “For each (such person) there are (angels) in succes-
sion, before and bebind him: They guard him by command
of Allah.” (Qur’an 13:11).” Adam said, “Increase it for
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me.” He replied, “Repentance is available; if you repent or
if any of your descendants repent, I will accept it up to one
year before.” And he said, “Increase it for me.” He replied,
“I will send My messengers to you.” Adam said, “Increase
it for me.” He replied, “I will support you with truthful-
ness; as long as you do not abandon it, you will not be de-
feated.” Adam said, “Increase it for me.” He replied, “I will
teach you My words.” Adam said, “Increase it for me.” He
replied, “I have made the call to prayer an inheritance for
you in your children.” Adam said, “Increase it for me.” He
replied, “I have made a mosque for you where you may
visit Me.” Adam said, “Increase it for me.” He replied, “I
have made My remembrance a drink for you.” Adam
asked, “What are my troops?” He replied, “One hundred
creations, their head and leader being the intellect.” Adam
asked, “What is the intellect? And what are the troops?”
He replied, “The intellect is the king of kings, and it is
knowledge; the intellect is the leader and its source is in the
brain, its residence is in the breast, and its authority is over
the entire body. It has one hundred helpers, each helper
responsible for a command.”

Chapter on Iblis’ Request for Assistance: The Instruments
of War, the Troops, and the Aides against Adam,
peace be upon him

Then the enemy of Allah, Iblis, stepped forward and said,
“You have given Adam power over me after You made me
condemned and expelled, made me miserable on his ac-
count, deprived me of the robe of honour and the attire
of the angels because of him, granted him the instruments
of war, the troops, supported him, strengthened him, and
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decreed war between him and me. So, what is my fate? And
what are my legions?” He replied, “Whatever you wish.”
Iblis asked, “You gave him the scriptures, so what is my
book?” He replied, “Your book is tattooing.” Iblis asked,
“So, who are my messengers?” He replied, “The Coha-
nim.” Iblis asked, “So, what is my speech?” He replied,
“Lying.” Iblis asked, “So, what is my Qur’an?” He replied,
“Poetry.” Iblis asked, “So, who is my muezzin?” He re-
plied, “Singing and wind instruments.” Iblis asked, “So,
what is my mosque?” He replied, “The market.” Iblis
asked, “So, what is my house?” He replied, “The bath-
houses and temples.” Iblis asked, “So, what is my food?”
He replied, “That which does not have my name mentioned
on it.” Iblis asked, “So, what is my drink?” He replied, “All
intoxicants.” Iblis asked, “So, what are my traps?” He re-
plied, “Women.” Iblis asked, “So, what is my weapon?”
He replied, “Women.” Iblis said, “You granted him troops,
so what are my troops?” He replied, “From one hundred
creations of bad traits, and desire is their king, contrary to
every creation of Adam’s traits, peace be upon him.” Iblis,
the cursed one, was satisfied.

<
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Chapter on the Description of Knowledge and its Attire

Allah the Exalted said, “Is one whose heart Allah has
opened to Islam, so that he has received Enlightenment
from Allah, (no better than one hard-hearted)? Woe to
those whose hearts are hardened against celebrating the
praises of Allah! They are manifestly wandering (in error)!”
(Qur’an 39:22). The heart is a piece of flesh that Allah cre-
ated from the inner lining of the earth, which has not been
touched by Iblis’ footsteps because Allah knew beforehand
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that it would be the source of knowledge. This is why Satan
cannot find a way to it, as Allah said, “As for My servants,
no authority shalt thou have over them” (Qur’an 17:65),
meaning over their hearts. It has been said that the heart is
in the hands of the Merciful. In a hadith, it is mentioned
that Iblis asked his Lord for a certain trait. When asked
what it was, Iblis said, “To find a way to his heart.” Allah
replied, “It is forbidden for you to enter it or have authority
over it, but you have a way and a path from the soul
through the veins up to the heart. The origin of the veins is
in the soul, and their head is in the heart.” When you,
[Iblis], enter the veins and flow through them, they become
heated due to the narrow passage, and your heat mixes with
the water of mercy in a single channel, flowing to the heart
with your misfortune, puffing, foul smell, darkness, and
authority. When you overcome the person you intended
harm upon or chose to make a guardian, friend, or prophet,
you uproot the veins from the heart’s interior and remove
them, leaving the heart healthy. When you enter the veins
and flow through them, your misfortune does not reach the
healthy heart, and neither does your authority nor your
darkness, since the origin of the veins is cut off from the
heart’s interior, leaving a gap between the heart and the ori-
gin of the veins. The accursed one was satisfied with that.
Allah the Exalted mentioned in His Book, saying, “But only
he (will prosper) that brings to Allab a sound heart”
(Qur’an 26:89). The sound heart is the one from which the
origin of the veins has been removed and then sealed. Al-
though the heart is noble, it was created from the same ma-
terial as the soul. However, the difference between them is
that the soul was created from the surface of the earth,
while the heart was created from the inner lining of the
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earth. The earth was created from the circulation of water,
its impurities, froth, and essence, so it is dry and rough.
Light comes from gentleness, so when the heart is devoid
of light, water, moisture, and gentleness, it returns to its es-
sence of dry and rough earth. If this persists, the heart
hardens, meaning it becomes dry and reverts to its state and
essence. When Iblis argued against Adam, peace be upon
him, and considered himself superior, he looked at his own
essence and said, “Thou didst create me from fire, and him
from clay.” (Qur’an 7:12). Fire is from light, and clay is
from darkness. The accursed one did not realize that clay
is from the earth, and the earth is from water, and water is
the source of life for everything. Water extinguishes fire,
and that is why Iblis used this argument. However, Iblis
failed to understand that clay comes from the earth, and
the earth comes from water, which is the source of life for
all things. Water extinguishes fire, and this should have
been considered in his argument. Despite the apparent su-
periority of fire due to its connection to light, Iblis over-
looked the importance and life-giving nature of water,
which is essential for the existence and flourishing of life.
His arrogance and lack of understanding led him to chal-
lenge Allah’s wisdom and the creation of Adam from clay,
ultimately causing his downfall.

As for the origin of the knowledge of gnosis and the
knowledge of its essence, when Allah intended to create
Adam, peace be upon him, He gathered the face of the
earth’s soil at the place where He intended to take the
House from, which is the Ka’bah. Then, He raised its soil
from it and mixed it with the water of mercy. Then, He
placed in it the light of gnosis, and it mixed with the water
of mercy. Then, He placed in it the light of gnosis like yeast,
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then fermented it and left it for forty days until the light of
gnosis dried in it, and it mixed with the water of mercy. He
then extracted and removed what was in its interior to its
exterior of light and splendour. Then, He opened the treas-
uries of images, chose the best image, and raised its example
and image from it. Then, He raised it and formed Adam,
peace be upon him, from it in the best image. Then, He
breathed into him from the light of life and enlivened him
with light and moved him with the breath. The light is the
spirit, and it is the spirit of life. The spirit has life, so it did
not crawl into the body of Adam, peace be upon him, and
did not extend its veins from it until Allah cast the gnosis,
which is the origin of the light that was placed in Adam,
peace be upon him, when his clay was fermented with it.
So when the light of gnosis and the gnosis met in the heart,
they spread, rejoiced, and approached each other until they
connected. When they connected and recognized one
another, the light of gnosis and the gnosis knew the light,
for they had been connected initially in one place with the
Highest King, standing before Him. Their two lights gath-
ered on the heart and shone with their two lights, illumi-
nating the heart and shining with the authority of light,
with a beam extending to the Throne. It stood before the
Majestic One, and the heart followed the gaze of its eye
until it reached the end of the beam. It witnessed the gnosis
and saw the Majesty, and the veil was lifted to it. The light
of gnosis and the light of the beam met, which is the light
of gnosis and the gnosis itself. He knew his Lord, and when
He permitted him to speak, he came with what he had wit-
nessed, seen, and known, and said, “There is no god but
Allah.” When the spirit sought salvation and a way out,
having been constrained in the universe in a narrow, hor-
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rible, and formidable place, it had been left behind in the
realms of the Kingdom. It found no way and was disturbed.
The Lord looked at it, and a fire fell from the awe of His
sovereignty. It calmed down, and breath came out of it,
then it settled. It said, “Praise be to Allah.” When He
brought forth his progeny from him, that light which had
been placed in their father on the day of fermentation with
the plaster reached them. Thus, each of them had a share
according to what was in the decree in His prior knowl-
edge. For whoever was in His prior knowledge not to be-
lieve, He did not support them with gnosis and did not
extend it to them. He left them on that light upon which
their father Adam, peace be upon him, was created. They
did not know their Lord because He did not cast gnosis
upon them to know the light of gnosis and the gnosis of
light and to know the owner of it, their Lord. They knew
that if they were asked about it, they did not know it. And
from that is His saying, “Allab’s handiwork according to
the pattern on which He has made mankind” (Qur’an
30:30), which is the light, the light of gnosis. And His say-
ing, “If thou ask them, who it is that created the heavens
and the earth. They will certainly say, ‘Allab’” (Qur’an
31:25). And for whoever was in His prior knowledge to be-
lieve, He extended gnosis to them and cast it upon them.
So they met, recognized each other, and their lights shone
to the King, guiding their companion to his Lord. The heart
followed its gaze to what shone, and they united before the
Majestic One in the light of nearness. The servant knew his
Lord. So, from that is His saying, the Most High, “Can they
be (like) those who accept a Clear (Sign) from their Lord”
(Qur’an 11:17), which is the light of gnosis, and the witness
from Him is the gnosis itself. The reason for gathering his
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soil at the place of the Ka’bah was that in His prior knowl-
edge, He intended to take it as their Qibla.

As for gnosis, it was asked whether it is an act of Allah
or an act of the servant. It was said: gnosis is from the ser-
vant and attributed to Him, and through it, he becomes
praiseworthy in the sight of his Lord. By neglecting it, he
becomes blameworthy. However, the means by which the
servant attains it are five that are not due to him, but he is
praiseworthy in the sight of his Lord for employing them
and realizing his Lord through gnosis with them. These are:
understanding, cognition, intelligence, retention, and know-
ledge. He mentioned these innate dispositions, and these
are from Allah for His servant. There is nothing from these
that is due to the servant, but he is praiseworthy for em-
ploying them and blameworthy for neglecting to use them.

As for the light of gnosis, it is from Allah, his Lord, and
there is nothing of it for the servant. This is because when
Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, intended to create Adam,
peace be upon him, He mixed his clay with His own hand
and undertook the fashioning Himself. He created him
from two things, the lowest and most despicable, which is
dust, and the highest, most noble, purest, and finest, which
is the water of mercy. He placed in it the most noble, radi-
ant, and luminous thing brought forth from the treasury of
Lordship and prepared it with the knowledge of Divine
Oneness, dressed it in the garments of Divinity, filled it with
the light of Majesty and Uniqueness, narrating about a
Generous Lord and a Great, Capable, Subtle God, unlike
whom there is nothing. He is the Wise, the Aware, and this
is the light of gnosis. Then He placed in it those five things
we mentioned. He placed the clay under His Throne for
forty autumns until it absorbed everything we described
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and penetrated every limb, vein, and joint from his head to
his feet. Then He breathed into it the spirit until it was filled
and settled. Each thing in Adam received its share from the
breath of the spirit, from the light we described, from the
closeness of the fashioning, the making of the hand, and
from those five things we described. All his progeny re-
ceived their shares of all that while they were in his loins,
each according to their level and protection. Those three
things became a sign for their Lord and evidence of Him,
and they took them as proof of their Lord when they at-
tained the closeness of the fashioning and the making of the
hand, when they attained life from the breath, for life was
from His life, and they lived by it, and from the light we
mentioned, which is the light of gnosis, by vision without
modality or limit. They saw that with those five things we
mentioned. If those did not exist, they would not have been
established in all of that, nor would they have been able to
know Him.

As for the intellect, through it one reaches everything
that is hidden from them. As for understanding, through it
one perceives the unseen. As for intelligence, through it one
extracts the hidden through investigation. As for memoriza-
tion, through it one encompasses. And as for knowledge,
through it one remembers what is absent. By employing
these, they recognized their Lord and understood about
their Lord. They stood before their Creator and preserved
what they had gained from Him and their names in the de-
crees while they were in the loins of their father, Adam,
peace be upon him. That is the guidance of the Most High,
the Supreme, the All-Knowing. When He brought them
forth from their father’s loins on the Day of the Covenant
and placed them upon His hand, they attained closeness to
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Him and employed the five things mentioned. That close-
ness led them to this closeness, as both were from the Mer-
ciful Lord. They were certain of Him. When He spoke to
them, the breath of light guided them that the speech was
from the One who breathed the spirit on that day, as He
had a clear proof over them. Then, when He manifested
Himself to them from His Glorious Face, light shone upon
their faces and enveloped them with it. That light, which
was placed in their father and is the light of knowledge,
guided them that the light which enveloped them that day
is from the Glorious, the Beautiful. They recognized Him
as One Lord, Unique, Singular. When the two lights came
together and met, the two divine lights shone upon the eyes
of their hearts and guided them to their One, Singular Lord.
They recognized Him and were certain of Him. They saw
all of that by employing those five things we described. The
servant is praiseworthy in their use and blameworthy in
their abandonment in every situation, at all times, and in
every place. That is because, if they do not use them at all
times and forget their Lord’s creation and what He hon-
oured them with—the breath, the light, and the closeness
on the Day of Adam—and do not remember and preserve
them with understanding and intellect, they will not recog-
nize their Lord on the Day of the Covenant. They will not
have anything to guide them to His speech, closeness, and
light that will reach them while they are in His hand. The
knowledge and the use of those five things are required of
the servant and they are accountable for them. They are
praiseworthy in their use and blameworthy in their aban-
donment. The light of knowledge is from the Lord, and
there is nothing of it for the servant, nor any blame or
praise, as it is the act of Allah for His servant and His hon-
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ouring him with it. If the servant employs those five things
and uses them, knowledge emerges. When knowledge is
employed, the inherent light within it appears, and that is
the light of knowledge. The light of the covenant, which
enveloped them and shone from the Glorious at the mani-
festation, combined and resembled each other, guiding
them to their Lord. The servant was guided by what shone
on the Day of the Covenant and by the light that was placed
in Adam, each of them indicating the other. The servant
was secure, certain, and recognized it. The example of that
is like the flint. The light is like fire, and knowledge is like
iron within which fire is inherent. The first light is on the
Day of Decrees and the flint, which is the manifestation on
the Day of the Covenant, within which the light is inherent,
as well as the heart and the perceptive receptacle. When the
servant struck the flint with the iron, fire emerged from
them. They met at the heart, inspiring the heart

As for the disbeliever, when the light of glory shone
upon their eyes on the Day of Covenant and they attained
the closeness of being in His hands and the closeness of His
speech, they had no evidence to recognize Him, so they
were confused and bewildered. This is because they forgot
the first creation and abandoned the use of the five el-
ements, so their iron, which is knowledge, became as if they
did not know what mercy was in it. Thus, the shining and
the disappearance of the fire were nullified, and the heart
did not accept it as it did not find any witness for that, so
it became a mixed similitude. Allah, the Exalted, said, “Can
they be (like) those who accept a Clear (Sign) from their
Lord, and whom a witness from Himself doth teach”
(Qur’an 11:17). The clear proof that is from his Lord is the
light of the predetermined, and the witness who recites it is
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the light of the covenant. He also said, “that those who died
might die after a clear Sign (had been given), and those who
lived might live after a Clear Sign (bad been given)”
(Qur’an 8:42), and He said, “Is one whose heart Allah has
opened to Islam, so that he has received Enlightenment
from Allab?” (Qur’an 39:22). Do you not see that these
eyes, with their light, do not see anything until they are sup-
ported by the light of assistance, so that both lights meet
upon a thing, and then a person sees what they love? The
light of the eye is the light of knowledge, inherent in it, and
it is the light that was placed in Adam, peace be upon him.
The light of assistance is the light of the covenant from the
glory, which is the light of splendour or the lamp. As long
as the two lights do not meet on the eye, a person does not
see a thing. Similarly, what we have described. Do you not
see that when Abraham, the friend of Allah, peace be upon
him, looked at the stars, the moon, and the sun, he said,
“This is my Lord” (Qur’an 6:76)? But when he used the
five things and sought evidence from what he had, and they
did not agree and did not resemble each other, he disowned
them. So he said, “I love not those that set” (Qur’an 6:76),
and he disowned each of them. This is because when his
gaze fell upon the light, he thought it was the light of his
Lord, so he said, “This is my Lord”. But when he sought
evidence from what he had of the predetermined divine
light and the supporting covenant light and used the strik-
ing that we mentioned, it did not work, and that light dis-
appeared in the face of what he had, and they did not
resemble each other and did not indicate his Lord, as the
first two did. His heart did not accept it, and he saw it fad-
ing. He knew that it was not from that light and disowned
it, and he turned to his Lord and said, “For me, I have set
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my face, firmly and truly, towards Him Who created the
heavens and the earth” (Qur’an 6:79), to the end. This is
from Allah as a trial and choice for him, as He wanted to
take him for Himself as a friend and not to imagine that he
had associated partners with his Lord. So, for this, it is a
remote depth that cannot be described, and in the extent of
what we have described, it is sufficient for the knowledge-
able researcher.

X o7

Interpretation of His saying, “Am I not your Lord?”

A questioner asked him, “What does this ‘Alif’ mean here?”
He replied, “There are two aspects: an inner aspect and an
outer aspect.”

As for the outer aspect, it is the aspect of questioning.
The questioning from the inquirer to the one being asked
describes the answer, which is prompting and pointing to
what is present in the heart of the one being asked: the
existent, the perceived, the comprehended, and the known.
Such we have found in the flow of the speech of the Arabs.
The Lord questioned them at that time because the light of
knowledge was with them in the portions they received
from their father on the day of creation, the closeness of
breathing, the closeness of portraying, and the making by
hand. So He said, “Am I not your Lord?” (Qur’an 7:172)
reminding them, making them remember and attracting
their attention to that act in which they were created on the
day of Adam, peace be upon him, and what honoured them
of the light, breathing of the spirit, and making by hand.
So that they remember that and employ their understanding
and their minds, bringing forth the light of knowledge,
using it as evidence for that, knowing it and believing in it.
Knowledge is never without vision, hearing, or closeness,
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which was evident before that. When they encounter it
afterward, and what had preceded from Him to them be-
fore that, in terms of closeness, vision, encounter, hearing,
or a descriptive attribute or a sign pointing to Him, with
its meaning conveying Him, they remember themselves and
employ their intellect in grasping it and standing on the
knowledge of it. The intellect, understanding, and preser-
vation guide him to it, so he knows it and is called knowl-
edgeable. This is not called knowledge, for he is a knower,
as the knower may question the ignorant about something,
saying, “Am I not a knower of writing and arithmetic?”
The one being questioned does not know whether the in-
quirer is a writer or not. The one who knows something
does not question the one who does not knowy it is not said
to the one who does not know, “Am I not a writer?” until
it is known that he is knowledgeable about it. When he had
knowledge of it before that, he questioned him, saying,
“Am I not a writer?” The one being questioned says, “Yes.”
This example shows that the children of Adam had received
their shares on the day of creation from the making by hand
and the breathing, and that became engraved in the eyes of
their hearts. So when they saw His light on the day of the
covenant, heard His speech, and attained the closeness of
His hand, that was enlightened by what was with them. It
guided them to Him, and they recognized Him. When He
questioned them, He said, “Am I not your Lord?”, mean-
ing, “Do you not recognize Me by the signs, witnesses, clear
proofs, and verses that you have?” They said, “Yes.” Allah
accepted their testimony and affirmation, made them His
servants among the creation, His chosen ones, His beloved
ones, and His friends.

As for the inner aspect, it is that the Alif is the first of
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the names, the most noble among them, and their origin.
All His known and unknown names have emerged from it;
thus, it is filled with all His names and attributes, just as all
the lands emerged from beneath the Ka’bah and were ex-
tended from the primeval earth. In the same way, all His
names have emerged from it. The Alif, in writing, is a cen-
tral letter, without connection or separation, without devi-
ation or crookedness. It is the Name of Allah, indicative by
its very letter-form, its erectness, and its straightness, with-
out deviation, crookedness, or inclination towards the
named, which is His Name, that He is One, Unique, Eter-
nal, Singular, Everlasting, and Just; the Perfect Creator, the
Establisher of Justice, there is no god but He, the Mighty,
the Wise. In spelling and the use of tools, there are three
letters: Alif, Lam, and Fa. Then from these, there are three
letters for Alif, two letters for Lam, and two letters for Fa.
In spelling and in writing, there is one letter. “Lam”, in
spelling, is Lam, Alif, and Mim; “Fa” is Fa and Ya. From
the Alif, which is the three letters, three Names of Allah
emerge: Allah, al-Latif (the Gentle), and al-Fatir (the Orig-
inator). Allah is from the Alif, al-Latif from the Lam, and
al-Fatir from the Fa. Then from the Lam of the Alif, two
Names emerge: Latif (the Gentle) and Majid (the Glorious);
Latif is from the Lam and Majid is from the Mim. Then
from the Mim of the Mim that emerged from the Lam of
the Alif, two Names emerge: Malik (the Sovereign) and
Mubaymin (the Guardian). Then from the Mim of Malik
and its Lam, and all the Names of the Master, the Giver of
Life, and the Taker of Life, and from the Mim of Mubay-
min, its Ha, its Ya, its other Mim, and its Nun, five Names
emerge: al-Mu’ti (the Giver) from the first Mim, al-Hadi
(the Guide) from the Ha, al-Yad (the Hand) from the Ya,
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al-Mukrim (the Honourer) from the other Mim, and al-
Nasir (the Helper) from the Nun. In this manner, all the
Names and Attributes emerge from the Alif, which is a
letter in writing, and three letters in spelling. In His saying,
“Am I not your Lord?” (Qur’an 7:172), when Allah in-
tended to take the covenant from them, He manifested
to them this Alif in the form we described, an erect letter
within their hearts, before the eyes of their hearts. Then He
pointed them towards it, and when they saw it, and they
looked at its letter-form, its erectness, its straightness with-
out deviation or crookedness, its uniqueness among the
letters, and its silence, they understood the meaning of their
Lord. He then said, “Am I not your Lord?” and the Alif,
resembling it before the eyes of their hearts, indicated to
them the Oneness of the Sovereignty, and guided them to
His signs and attributes. They responded to their Lord with
an affirmation, and they derived the evidence from the
Name Alif, its letter-form, its erectness, and its indication
of their Lord. They bore witness to His Oneness and ac-
knowledged His Lordship, and they were certain of His Sin-
gularity. They knew that Allah had manifested this Name
to them from among His Names and had formed it before
the eyes of their hearts so that they might bear witness to
it and recognize it by the signs the Alif contained, and
be certain of the meanings that the Alif conveyed, and
acknowledge the attributes that the Alif indicated to them.
Thus, they derived from the Oneness of the Alif that the
Named, whose Name is the Alif, is One, Unique, and they
derived from its uniqueness that He is Singular, and they
derived from its silence that He is Eternal, and they derived
from its letter-form that He is odd, and they derived from
its being free of connection and separation that He is Ever-
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lasting and Ancient, and they derived from its distance from
resembling forms that He is Transcendent and beyond
modality and limitation. They recognized Him by the
Attributes, the Signs, and the Clear Proofs, a recognition
without modality or limitation, and they acknowledged His
Lordship and their own servitude.

So they responded to Him with three letters, which are
the Ba, the Lam, and the Ya, and they said “bala” (indeed).
He was pleased with them, accepted them, and placed them
under His protection, then poured upon them the Light,
and made them bear witness upon themselves, and made
the angels bear witness upon them, “and enough is Allah
for a Witness” (Qur’an 48:28) . For this reason, there is a
profound depth that cannot be exhausted or compre-
hended. However, to the extent that we have described, it
is sufficient and guiding for one who has a heart, or who
listens attentively, and he is a witness. They responded to
Him with “bala” (indeed) and not with “na’am” (yes), and
“bala” has three letters, and “na’am” also has three letters
like it, because there is in “bala” what is not in “na’am”
and what is in “na’am” is not in “bala”, even though they
are equal in letters. And “na’am” has no place nor meaning
in the context of questioning, because there are no letters
in “na’am” that can be a response to a question. Indeed,
the Ba is a name from which the names al-Barr, al-Birr, and
al-Rabb emerge as one in the heart. When Allah said on the
Day of the Covenant, “Am I not your Lord?” (Qur’an
7:172), they reflected and said, “Indeed, Allah has many
names, but we have settled among His names with the
name ‘the Lord,” and ‘the Lord’ is from al-Birr, and al-Birr
emerges from the letter Ba. The Ba consists of two char-
acters, Ba and Alif. Our Lord desires that we acknowledge
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Him by His name al-Birr and respond to Him with it. The
Ba at its beginning is the Ba of addition, and the second is
His name, al-Birr. Al-Birr is from al-Barr, and in al-Barr is
the Alif, which is His first name. So they acknowledged
Him with it and responded to Him by His name. In the
letter, there are two characters, Ba and Ra, and the Alif is
merged between them, only emerging at the time of spelling
Ba. This is to make their acknowledgment of Him by His
name Allah, and their response to Him by a character that
matches His first character, which He began with in His
first statement, in His saying, “By your Lord.” The Ba be-
fore the Ra is because they reflected and said, “Why didn’t
we say, ‘Our Lord, are You not our Creator, our Sustainer,
our Master, and our God?’” Indeed, He has many names,
so what does “our Lord” mean in our settling with this
name, which is “the Lord”? It became clear to them that
when they responded to Him with the Ba, it included the
most noble of names and the first of them, which is the Alif,
along with what they agreed in their response to Him with
their Creator, which they began their response from the
saying of “the Lord”, “By your Lord”, and their saying
“bala” (Indeed). So they made the opening of the response
with the opening of the name which their Lord settled and
questioned them about, so that the internal from the speech
from His saying, ‘By your Lord, indeed,’ they agreed in the
response by beginning with Ba, which is the Ba of al-Birr,
not the Ba of addition. They agreed in the meaning that He
wanted them to acknowledge Him from all His names with
the Alif of Allah, according to what He pointed to and
exemplified for them clearly, the Ba here is the mould of
the Alif, which is the meaning in the heart, not in the mould
itself. So, His saying Ba is actually Alif. The meaning lies
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in the mould and what is referred to, and the mould is for
usage. Don’t you see the letters of the alphabet? They began
the first letters with the Alif, then the Ba, and they said,
“Ab”. We find the Alif's meaning in His name Allah, and
the Ba’s meaning in their saying “bala” (indeed). The 28
letters of the alphabet are Alif, Ba, Ta, Tha, etc. They com-
bined the Alif and the Ba here and began with the Alif fol-
lowed by the Ba because they were not satisfied with the
merged Alif for general use. They accepted it and made the
opening of their speech a merged Alif, and they placed the
Ba next to it as it is in the original form, for they knew that
the desired outcome was the Alif and the Ba for usage. They
highlighted what was merged and made it the opening of
the speech, and they placed the Ba next. So they said, “Ab,”
and they said, “Alif and Ba.” If they had left it as it was,
the way to say it here would be with the Ba of al-Barr, the
Ba of “bala”, and the Alif merged in between. But they
knew that when they said Alif, it encompassed every name,
and when they said Ba, it included the Ba once from the
Alif and once now. So, these are two Ba’s, and their begin-
ning is the Alif. They translated one of the Ba’s, which is
the one merged in the Alif, and left the other Ba, which is
prominent, following the Alif as a sign and a mark on the
hearts for the Day of the Covenant and their response to
their Lord with “bala”.

As for the name of Adam, peace be upon him, why do I
see it as an Alif followed by the Dal, and not followed by
the Ba, while he is the father of humanity? He said: He has
two names, one is the name of creation, and the other is the
name of action. As for the name of action, it is the father
of humanity, so it contains the Alif followed by the Ba. As
for the name of creation, it is Adam, with the Alif as the
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beginning and the Dal following it. This is because the
covenant was not established on him on the Day of the
Covenant, and he was not questioned. He was forgiven
since he was formed by His hand and had witnessed prox-
imity and received the light of Majesty. Instead of the cov-
enant, the trust was presented to him. So, he began his
name with the Alif as a symbol of the meaning of the name
of Allah, and the Dal as a symbol of creation, that he was
created from the clay of the earth and grew up from the
earth. Allah knew that if He created him from His light and
Majesty, he would become arrogant and rebellious due to
the convergence of light, “inclined towards ostentation”,
need, and proximity, and it would destroy him. Do you not
see how Iblis became arrogant and proud due to the origin
of his creation, which is the fire of honour, towards Adam
in prostration to the point of disbelief? And how he envied
Adam in creation, saying, “You created me from fire and
him You created from clay” (Qur’an 38:76)? Allah had
mercy on us, the children of Adam, when He created our
father Adam from the dust, protecting us from the turmoil
of our souls and saving us from destruction with His com-
passion. The names of his offspring do not follow this path.
Instead, that is another path and the flow of the names of
creation, which comes from their actions, morals, disposi-
tions, and transitions from state to state. As for the place
where the Alif and Lam are joined, it is the path of the flow
of speech, which, as mentioned earlier, is that the Alif is
one of His names and the first and most honourable of
names. It is the indicator of the Creator of creation and
their Sustainer. The Alif is the Alif of knowledge, and the
Lam is the knowledge of recognition. The recognition is not
an indicator with its knowledge except in what we have
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described earlier in the Day of the Covenant, for Allah
brought forth the Alif on that day without its knowledge,
and it is His saying, “Am I not your Lord?” (Qur’an
7:172). His way, along with the knowledge, was to say
“Al” with the Alif and the Lam so that it would appear
with the knowledge, and then He would say, “Am [ not
your Lord?” The Lam in His saying “Am [ not?” is not the
Lam of knowledge of recognition, but it is the Lam of
negation since the Lam of “Am I not?” is not additional
like the Alif in Allah’s speech. The Alif, along with the Lam,
is recognition with knowledge, like saying “the house” and
“the man.” The Alif is a name that indicates the named,
and the Lam is its knowledge, which verifies it. The indefi-
nite is when you say “a man” and “a house” without rec-
ognition or knowledge; it is a silent name. On that day,
Allah brought forth the Alif alone, without knowledge,
because He wanted them to recognize Him as their Lord
and acknowledge Him unseen, without a sign they could
see or an indication they could perceive, except for what is
in the Alif. Within it are proofs, signs, clear evidence, and
indications that lead them to His oneness and guide them
to His uniqueness without the knowledge of recognition.
Allah brought forth the Alif, indicating His attributes
without the Lam, like the indefinite, but it is not an indefi-
nite; it is recognition without knowledge so that their
recognition of Him and their acknowledgment of Him
would be unseen, just as He called them to it unseen. He
praises them, extols them, and boasts of them to His other
creations, saying, “Alif Lam Mim. This is the Book, in
which there is no doubt, guidance for the God-fearing, who
believe in the unseen” (Qur’an 2:1—3). The signs, clear evi-
dence, and indications within the Alif lead them to His
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oneness and guide them to His uniqueness without the
knowledge of recognition. Allah brought forth the Alif, in-
dicating His attributes without the Lam, like the indefinite,
but it is not an indefinite; it is recognition without knowl-
edge so that their recognition of Him and their acknowl-
edgment of Him would be unseen, just as He called them
to it unseen. He praises them, extols them, and boasts of
them to His other creations, saying, “Alif Lam Mim. This
is the Book, in which there is no doubt, guidance for the
God-fearing, who believe in the unseen” (Qur’an 2:1-3).
Then someone said to Him, “It is a sign, a word, and what
is in its core, for [ hear Allah and His angels and the people
of knowledge bearing witness that He is the One. And He
said in Surah al-Ikhlas, ‘Say: He is Allah, the One and Only’
(Qur’an r12:1), and He said at the end of Surah al-Hashr,
‘Allab is He, there is no god but He’ (Qur’an 59:22). Then
He said in another place, ‘Know, therefore, that there is no
god but Allah, and ask forgiveness for your sins’ (Qur’an
47:19) and in another verse, ‘there is no god but I; therefore
worship and serve Me’” (Qur’an 21:25).

It is impossible for this knowledge to have a place in
your awe, for this is a noble and subtle knowledge. How-
ever, we will mention something from it so that you may
be guided to what you want by saying “He”. Indeed, “He”
is a word filled with His divine, unique, majestic, sovereign,
mighty, powerful, authoritative, and irresistible attributes.
It consists of two letters, Ha and Waw. The Ha is for gui-
dance, as Allah is the Guide, and the Waw is for devotion,
because devotion is only deserved by Allah. The Ha is the
resting place for all the forthcoming attributes and the ac-
companying names, the descriptor of them, the guide to
what is in creation, the pointer to them, the one that ex-
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presses them, and the one that conveys their meaning with
the secret of the Alif. Do you not see that when He said,
“Say: He” (Qur’an 112:1), He did not indicate His at-
tributes until He said, “Allah”? Then, He brought forth the
Alif and said, “the One” (Qur’an 112:1). Then He said,
“Allah”, and brought forth the Alif again. Then He said,
“the Eternal, Absolute” (Qur’an 112:2), and brought forth
the Alif before the attributes.

Look at His saying, “Allab is He, there is no god but
He” (Qur’an §59:23), and then He remained silent before
saying, “the Sovereign, the Holy One, the Source of Peace
(and Perfection), the Guardian of Faith, the Preserver of
Safety, the Exalted in Might, the Irresistible, the Supreme”
(Qur’an 59:23). Then He said, “He is Allah, the Creator”
(Qur’an 59:24). He did not suffice with “He” in those
places until He mentioned “Allah” afterwards, and then He
described Him. The word “He” does not fully encompass,
indicate, point to, or describe what it contains, and it is
filled with these meanings. The Alif, which expresses them,
is the Alif letter in writing, and it does not appear except
during reading and spelling. As for the Waw that follows,
it is the Name to which creation is drawn, and the divine
sovereignty is due to His Oneness. When the Lord, exalted
be He, called creation to Him in the predestination and de-
scribed Himself with “He”, He did so because it contains
the knowledge of the unseen, and He called them to Him
with it. He said, “Allab bears witness that there is no god
but He” (Qur’an 3:18). When He called them to Him on
the Day of the Covenant, He called them to Himself and
said, “there is no god but I; therefore worship and serve
Me” (Qur’an 21:25). This is an affirmation and a command
to worship Him in general. When He called them to His
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worship and invitation, He called them to His Name, Allah,
and said, “Know, therefore, that there is no god but Allab,
and ask forgiveness for your sins” (Qur’an 47:19), and He
said, “Verily, I am Allah, there is no god but I, so worship
Me and establish prayer for My remembrance” (Qur’an
20:14). So His saying, “He” is a name that does not fully
encompass or indicate, and His saying, “I” is a name that
implies His Name, Allah, and His saying, “Allah” is a clear
name that describes and indicates. It was said to him, “the
name Iblis begins with Alif and followed by Ba. What does
it mean?” He replied, “That has nothing to do with this
meaning. That is a name Allah gave him when he refused
to prostrate to Adam, peace be upon him, and expelled him
for his action. As for his name, which is his true name, it is
Azazil. This is the name of the creation at the beginning,
and that is the name Allah gave him for the action that be-
came apparent from him.”

As for the interpretation of his name Azazil, indeed
“Azaz” signifies the servant and “Ail” signifies the Lord.
“Azaz” is derived from “izzab” (dignity), and that is be-
cause he was created from the fire of dignity. “Izzah” is
composed of three letters, and “Azaz” is four letters. Each
letter signifies his actions, for names used to indicate ac-
tions. They are Ain, Za, Alif, and the last Za. From Ain
emerged his loftiness, from Za his pride, from Alif his
stubbornness and arrogance. As for the last Za, it is the cor-
nerstone of speech and a stumbling block to the completion
of the mould in Arabic, as in His saying: al-Rabman (The
Most Gracious), and Subban (Glory be), which the desired
meaning is “subb” (praise, glory) and “rabm” (mercy, com-
passion). This is the mould on the course of these two ac-
tions. This is the interpretation of his name Azazil.
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As for the interpretation of the name Iblis, it is composed
of five letters, and each letter indicates an aspect of his ac-
tion, which is evident from it, namely Alif, Ba, Lam, Ya,
and Sin. As for the Alif, it is the Alif of defiance and arro-
gance, as his defiance was due to arrogance, as He said,
“He refused and was haughty, and he was of those who re-
ject Faith” (Qur’an 2:34). His defiance resulted from arro-
gance, and his arrogance from disbelief. As for the Ba, it is
for disavowal, as he disavowed his Lord by abandoning
prostration. As for the Lam, it is the Lam of “Lam.” As for
the Ya, it is the Ya of “Lam yakun”, meaning “he was not.”
As for the Sin, it is the Sin of prostration. Thus, when all
the letters are combined, the meaning indicates that he de-
fiantly rejected his Lord and was arrogant, and he was not
among those who prostrated to Adam, peace be upon him,
along with the angels. Allah Almighty said, “not so Iblis:
he was not of those who prostrated” (Qur’an 7:11). It was
said to him that the name of Abraham, peace be upon him,
also begins with Alif, followed by Ba.

Explain to us something about it, he said: As for the in-
terpretation of the name Abraham, each letter of his name
is indicative of his actions, which were an integral part of
him, hidden like fire within iron, and what emerged from
him on the day of trial and testing. As for the Alif, it is the
Alif of Islam, as Allah said to him, “‘Bow (your will to
Me):* He said: ‘I bow (my will) to the Lord and Cherisher
of the Universe.”” (Qur’an 2:131). Allah bore witness to
that for him and his son Isaac. And He said, “So when they
had both submitted their wills (to Allabh), and be had laid
him prostrate on his forebead (for sacrifice)” (Qur’an
37:103). It can also be assumed that the Alif is the Alif of
sincerity, as he was sincere, and it can also be assumed that
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the Alif is the Alif of faith, as it was testified to that when
He said, “For he was one of our believing Servants”
(Qur’an 37:1171).

It can also be assumed that it is based on what we men-
tioned at the beginning, that the Alif is the name of Allah
and the Ba is a sign of their answer “Yes” and all that is
good. As for the Ba in the interpretation that we mentioned,
where the Alif is the Alif of Islam, it is the Ba of innocence,
as he said, “And I will turn away from you (all) and from
those whom you invoke besides Allah” (Qur’an 19:48).
Then he said, “We are clear of you and of whatever you
worship besides Allab” (Qur’an 60:4). As for the Ra, it is
the Ra of the vision, as he said, “O my son! I see in vision
that 1 offer you in sacrifice: Now see what is thy view!”
(Qur’an 37:102). As for the Ha, it is the Ha of concern. As
for the Ba, it is the Ba of affirmation. When the letters are
combined, they form a statement that conveys the intended
meaning, that he submitted to his Lord in what he saw in
the vision, and he intended to affirm his vision by sacrificing
his son. Allah was satisfied with his concern, pardoned him,
was pleased with him, and ransomed him with a ram. As
for the Mim that follows it, it is the Mim of the concern
where he was concerned about sacrificing him. Allah, the
Exalted and Mighty, said “concern,” so He named him
with that name, and these actions did not yet appear from
him, for His knowledge of him and what would emerge
from him after that.

It was said to him, as for the name Pharaoh: We would
like you to explain something from it so that it may benefit
us. He said: As for the interpretation of the name Pharaoh,
it has two names: one is al-Walid, and the other is Pharaoh,
which indicates his actions and the evil of his character that
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appeared from him. As for al-Walid, it consists of four
letters: Waw, Lam, Ya, and Dal. The Waw is the Waw of
woe, the Lam is the Lam of curse, the Ya is the Ya of the
day, and the Dal is the Dal of religion. When combined,
they convey the meaning that upon him is woe and curse
on the Day of Judgment. This is a name that Allah has given
him, and the essence of what he will reach in the Hereafter
is merged and hidden within him in woe and curse. As for
the other name, it is Pharaoh, and it consists of five letters:
Fa, Ra, Ain, Waw, and Nun. The Fa is the Fa of separation
and division, the Ra is the Ra of riding and leaning, the Ain
is the Ain of loftiness, the Waw is the Waw of woe, and the
Nun is the Nun of fire. When the five letters are combined,
they express the meaning that, as he ruled, he separated
from his religion and divided the Children of Israel. He
leaned toward the earth and followed his desires, and he
became lofty, as Allah said, “Truly Pharaob elated himself
in the land” (Qur’an 28:4), and as He said, “and certainly
Pharaoh was mighty on the earth” (Qur’an 10:83), and as
he said about himself and claimed divinity, “I am your
Lord, Most High” (Qur’an 79:24). This is what appeared
from him in this world. As for the Waw and the Nun, they
bring him woe and fire on the Day of Resurrection, in dis-
grace and humiliation for all eternity.

It was said to him, concerning the interpretation of “la
ilaha illa Allab> (there is no god but Allah) and its trans-
lation: If Allah enables you to mention something from it,
we will be grateful to Allah for your guidance and right-
eousness. He said, as for the interpretation of “la ilaha illa
Allab,” it consists of ten letters: they are, two Ha’s, three
Alifs, and three Lams. As for ilab (god), it has three letters;
the name among them is in the Alif, which is the trans-
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formed, borrowed name for the idols, derived from the
name of our Lord, Allah, with alteration and theft. As for
Allah, it has four letters; the name among them is in the
Alif. The two Alifs are two names: one of them is the true
name, and that is Allah, the name of our Lord, the Al-
mighty and Majestic, and the other is borrowed, stolen,
transformed, and altered. The two Ha’s signify divinity, at-
tributed to the one with the Alif, which is the name in His
saying, “ilab” (god), and His saying, “Allah.” One of them
is the true name, and the other is borrowed, as we men-
tioned. When you say “la ilaha illa Allah” (there is no god
but Allah), the second “la” is for the Alif of “ilab” (god),
because the borrowed name is in it, and it is the name of
the idol. When you say “illa Allah” (except Allah), the Alif
of “illa” is the one that affirms the Alif of “Allah” because
the preferred name is in it, which is the name of our Lord,
the Almighty and Majestic. As for “la”, it is the foundation
of the Alif here, because the Alif cannot be expressed with
the tongue without the Lam, as it is its sign. Similarly, the
Lam cannot be used except with the Alif, and if it is used
without the Alif, the meaning is lost, the intent vanishes,
and the desired outcome is nullified. The speech becomes
something else, conveying another meaning. Complete
speech in Arabic is usually not made up of three letters, ex-
cept in a few cases, such as Allah’s saying, “kun” (be),
which consists of two letters from which the kingdom and
the dominion, the affair of both realms, and the command
of the Hereafter originate. This is the decree of the Al-
mighty, the All-Knowing, who brought it forth from the
treasures of His Lordship. So, when He says “kun” (be), it
is originally one letter, and the Nun is its standing. If our
Lord wished to say “kun” (be) without the Nun, it would
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have been as He willed, but He preferred to bring it forth
with the standing letter so that His creation would under-
stand His speech and its meaning in the revelation of their
laws, in their languages, and their expressions, making
it easier on their tongues and more comprehensible to
the listener.

Do you not see how people have been perplexed by some
of the ambiguous beginnings of the chapters in the Qur’an,
such as “Ta Sin,” “Ha Mim,” “Alif Lam Mim,” and others,
which are made up of three or more letters? They have been
puzzled by them, as well as by His saying, “Ta Sin,” “Ya
Sin,” “Nun,” “Qaf,” and every letter of them is filled with
meanings and attributes, and each is part of His speech. As
they said about “Alif Lam Mim,” the Alif of it is the name
of our Lord, Allah, and Allah is the name of His gentleness,
while the Mim is His name, “al-Malik” (the King). Observe
how many letters there are in “al-Latif” (the Gentle), how
many in “al-Malik” (the King), how many in “Allah,” how
many in the Alif of “Allah,” how many in the Lam of “al-
Latif,” and how many in the Mim of “al-Malik.” Some in-
terpreters have said that the Alif represents “illa Allab”
(except Allah), the Lam represents the gentleness of Allah,
and the Mim represents the kingdom of Allah. It is also said
that the Alif represents the name of Allah, the Lam repre-
sents the name of Gabriel, and the Mim represents the name
of Muhammad, peace be upon him. So, when He says
“kun” (be), it is a single letter, like His saying “Nun” and
His saying “Qaf,” and the Nun stands for it to make it
more comprehensible to the listener, easier for the speaker,
and more complete in speech and structure. There is no ne-
gation or affirmation without the Alif, and affirmation
is only possible with the Alif, while negation is possible
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without the Alif, because the Alif is concealed within the
Lam. When you say “la” (no), you know that it is Lam and
Alif, and when you say “illa” (except), you know that it is
Lam and two Alifs, one before “la” and the other after
“la.” In writing, “la” has two branches from a single origin,
and in speech, it only appears in the opening of the Lam
and its extension. Allah was content with negating all other
deities besides Him with the letter “la” (no) because, al-
though it is a single letter in writing, it is two letters in ori-
gin: Lam and Alif. The two branches within it indicate this,
even if people are unaware of it. The Alif is the most noble
and honoured of His names, so He was content with it for
negation, even if it is implied. It has authority to negate the
unity of the name of any worshiped being called by His
name Allah, differing, appropriating, assuming, and bor-
rowing. However, He was not content with it for affirm-
ation until He highlighted the Alif of “illa” (except) in
addition to the Alif in “la” (no), and left the Alif in the high-
est state of affirmation and confirmation. So, He said “la”
(no) with a single letter, the Lam, and in it the implied
Alif for negation. For affirmation, He said “illa” (except),
leaving “la” (no) as it is and bringing forth another Alif
before it to make it two visible letters: Alif and Lam, in
addition to the Alif in “la” (no), so that His affirmation
would not be with a single letter like the negation. Thus,
He distinguished affirmation from negation with the Alif
that He brought forth before “la”.

As for the translation of “la ilaha illa Allah” (there is no
god but Allah), it is not according to what the general pub-
lic has gone to, nor according to what the exegetes have
explained, nor according to what the translators have trans-
lated. They have erred in their translation, explanation, and
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intended meaning, explaining the apparent and concealing
the hidden and what lies within. This is because they trans-
lated the word “la” in Persian as “meest,” which is a clear
error. How can it resemble Iblis? Or how can it resemble
“nah” in Persian, which is “neest”? If it were as people have
thought, saying “there is no god” as “neest khoday”, it
would not be a god by their analogy. However, they speak
with error and translate with impossibility, denying their
god, not the God. We shall clarify their error and the im-
possibility of their translation for you to understand, and
you shall be knowledgeable about it, Allah willing, and suc-
cess is with Allah. Indeed, “la” is a word of negation and
absolution, highlighted by al-Jalil (the Majestic) to deny
with it any deity other than Him, and to declare the tran-
scendence of your Lord from having a likeness or a partner
or a child in His dominion, as claimed by the disbelievers,
the polytheists, and the unbelievers among the People of the
Book. Negation and absolution are glorification and exal-
tation. As for “is not,” it is a word of denial and rejection,
and here there is no meaning or place for denial and rejec-
tion. Rather, here is the place for negation and absolution,
which are exaltation and glorification. Allah, exalted is He,
has called creation to them and commanded them, not to
denial and rejection. This is because people did not deny or
reject the idea that there is no god in the heavens, but they
claimed that He has a child resembling Him, and that is
Jesus, and that He has a partner in His dominion, which
are these idols, and that He has taken a companion, who is
Mary, and that He has chosen daughters over sons, and
these are the angels, and that the sun, the moon, the trees,
and the stars are His partners in His dominion. And Allah,
exalted is He, said in His Book, recounting their words, “If
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thou ask them, who it is that created the heavens and the
earth. They will certainly say, ‘Allah’” (Qur’an 31:25).
Thus, Allah has called His creation to repudiate their im-
pure statements and to exalt Him above all that, and to
deny the gods they have taken apart from Allah, and to
unify Him with His Oneness in His Lordship. So when the
servant says, “la ilaha” and claims that its translation is
“there is no god,” he only denies the deserving Allah and
rejects Him, who is the Lord, blessed be His name. “Not
his pseudonym, which is the idol” because the borrowed
name of the idol from the name of our Lord, which is
“god,” does not enter into the statement, “is not.” Rather,
the deserving name enters, which is the name of the Lord,
because rejection only occurs explicitly for the deserving,
not for the borrowed or transferred. Indeed, negation oc-
curs for the borrowed and transferred. Do you not see that
when you say, “there is no god,” you have denied the name
of God, which is God? And when you say, “there is no
god,” you have negated the borrowed, transferred name of
God. For Allah, exalted is He, has called you to unify Him
and to deny anything other than Him that is called by His
name, Allah, and they claim that it is a god apart from Him.
You exalt and absolve Him from having anyone below
Him or with Him in His dominion. So release your tongue
on “a” to say “there is no god,” which in Persian is “nab
khoday”, this is what you claim to be a god apart from my
God, and you have named it by the name of Allah. Then
say, “but Allah,” and in Persian, “jazaz khoday”, which
has the deserving name of God. When you say that, you
have answered them with it, and refuted their words, and
what they named their idols. You have denied the name
of your God from them, exalted your Lord from all that
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they associated with Him, and absolved Him from having
anyone in His dominion resembling Him. You have af-
firmed Him as a single King and unified Him as One, the
Eternal. You have glorified Him as He deserves and at-
tained the meaning of Allah in your response to them and
their impure statements, and you have made a clear declar-
ation for your Lord. You have taken revenge on them on
behalf of your Lord, refuted their words, invalidated their
arguments, and destroyed them utterly. You have sup-
ported the name of your Lord and sanctified it from their
impurities and freed it from their bondage.

If you say “no” and claim that its translation is “not,”
there would be no answer in your words for them, your
speech would vanish, and the meaning would be invali-
dated. The negation would become something else because
the meaning in your words conveys something contrary to
what is in your mind. The meaning you derive from this
statement is based on negation and affirmation of the Lord,
but your spoken words convey the negation of the name of
Allah, not the name of the idol. How could it suffice you to
say, “bring a cup of water” while in your mind, the mean-
ing is “bread”? If you want to understand the ugliness of
that translation and its indecency, as well as the correctness
of its translation and its beauty, and the attainment of the
meaning in distinguishing between them, I have given you
an example to comprehend. This is a subtle matter that can
only be grasped and understood by someone who looks
closely and has a heart or listens attentively and is a witness.
Consider if you had a horse, and another person had a don-
key that he named “Horse”. If he came to you and said,
“this is my horse, just like yours,” you wouldn’t say to him,
“it’s not a horse,” because by doing so, you would be ne-

AL-HAKIM AL-TIRMIDHI §9



gating your own horse and denying that your horse is a
horse and not a donkey, as his “horse” is a donkey named
with the name of your horse. If you said, “it’s not a don-
key,” you would be lying because it is a donkey and not a
horse. It was asked, “Explain to us how to deal with this
situation.” He said: If you say, “it’s not a horse except for
the horse,” it would not be a valid statement because you
have negated the horse that is your horse and denied it be-
fore affirming it and before negating his donkey, which is
not a horse. Do you not see that when you said, “it’s not a
horse,” you negated your horse because it is the horse, and
your word and negation did not apply to the donkey be-
cause you said, “it’s not a horse” and did not say, “it’s not
a donkey,” while it is a donkey? If you said, “it’s not a don-
key,” it wouldn’t be a valid statement because you would
be lying in your words, “it’s not a donkey.” If you say,
“there is no horse,” you have refuted what he brought as a
borrowed name from your horse for his donkey. Then you
say, “except for the horse,” and you affirm the deserved
name of your horse for your horse, which is its name.

This is similar to when someone calls a coin a “dinar,”
and if you say, “it’s not a dinar,” you negate the dinar, not
the coin, because the coin is called a “dinar” although it is
a coin. If you say, “except for the dinar,” you affirm the
dinar that is actually a dinar.
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The interpretation of the Saying, “Allab is the Light
of the beavens and the earth. The Parable of His Light
is as if there were a Niche and within it a Lamp:
the Lamp enclosed in Glass: the glass as it were
a brilliant star” (Qur’an 24:3 5)

Many interpretations have been given to this verse from
various perspectives, all of them are beautiful; however, the
interpretation is what the wise have explained from the sub-
lime wisdom that emerged from the treasuries of knowledge
and was uttered by the tongues of those with intellect from
the oceans of inspiration until it became valleys that filled
the horizon. As for His saying, exalted be He—“Allah is
the Light of the heavens and the earth” (Qur’an 24:35), in-
deed all lights are nine, and all of them are from the light
of Allah. The first light is the sun’s light, dressed in radi-
ance; the second is the moon’s light, which has no dress in
the literal sense but rather it is an inner dress, not an outer
one. For, each of them has a dress, the sun’s dress is from
the Throne, and the moon’s dress is from the Footstool.
This is metaphorically speaking; in truth, what we have re-
ferred to as ‘dress’ cannot be so called, but it is a covering.
A covering is different from a dress; a covering conceals the
nakedness, while a dress is worn over the clothes; the for-
mer is for the self, and the latter is for the eye. How differ-
ent they are for one who has understanding and insight in
distinguishing between them. Another subtlety is that the
cover is for the necessity of the self, and the attire is the joy
of the heart, and in it is what cannot be examined. If I
intended that, the book would become lengthy. We return
to what we were upon: the third light is the light of the
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stars; the fourth is the light of the day; the fifth is the light
of lightning; the sixth is the light of fire; the seventh is the
light of the eyes; the eighth is the light of the jewels; the
ninth is the chief of lights and its king, as it emerged from
the Oneness, wearing the dress of Lordship, indicating
Divinity, pointing to the Singularity, and that is His saying
“Is then one who is on a clear (Path) from his Lord”
(Qur’an 47:14). This is the light of knowledge, followed by
a witness from it, the light of these signs and indications
that guide to the meaning of Allah and point to Him, con-
veying Him by the attributes, the essence, and the indicative
names. It has indeed become the most splendid of the lights,
the highest and the noblest, and all of them are from one
Lord, because those are the lights of the apparent, and this
is the light of the hidden. With the light of the apparent
and the light of the hidden, the hidden can be seen. If you
wished to look at what is hidden from you by the light of
your sight, you could never bear that at all. Another sub-
tlety is that with the light of the hidden, both the apparent
and the hidden can be seen, but with the light of the appar-
ent, the vision can only be borne for the apparent. All the
lights that we mentioned appeared from His kingdom and
His power, and the noblest light, which is the light of
knowledge, appeared only from the Oneness. That is an in-
dication of the kingdom and the dominion, because it ap-
peared from it, and from His light all these lights emerged.
So, He described His light that appeared from the kingdom
for the inhabitants of the heavens and the inhabitants of
the earth. Then he turned to the highest and most noble
light, which is the light of knowledge, which appeared from
the Oneness. He mentioned it and set an example for it so
that His creation might understand it and know their hon-
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our with which Allah honoured them among His creation,
that they might thank Him for His doing with them and
His gaze upon them and His mercy towards them in His
prior knowledge of them where there was no earth or
heaven, no Throne or Footstool, no fate or decree, nothing,
and no measures. He looked at them in His essence, His
singularity, His eternity, and His precedence, so He chose
them, guided them, and selected them for Himself, and He
made their names with Him in His prior knowledge so that
their offspring would emerge before Him in the conceal-
ment of the hidden. He looked at them and His mercy en-
veloped them with love, so He boasted about them, His
creation and His vicegerent, so that they would glorify Him
and praise Him, bow and prostrate to Him. Where they un-
sheathe their luminous swords from their sheaths, veiled
with the water of love, delimited with knowledge, irrigated
with sincerity, they brandish them with longing before the
Majestic One on the carpet of joy, so their swords shine
and lights emanate from them, burning the veils of His awe,
bewildering the angels with His sovereignty, and burning
the polytheism and extinguishing its fires, and the Throne
of the Majestic One trembles with longing for its owner,
and the Gardens of Paradise spring forth and flourish from
its goodness. Oh, what glory and what honour, if only you
could comprehend.

We return to what we were discussing, He said, “The
Parable of His Light is as if there were a Niche and within
it a Lamp: the Lamp enclosed in Glass: the glass as it were
a brilliant star: Lit...” (Qur’an 24:35) to the end of the
verse. As for the aspect of its being neither of the East nor
the West, He says: as a niche, like a depression holding a
lamp. The lamp is in a glass container, and the glass is as if
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it were a brilliant star lit from the oil of a blessed tree, an
olive. He says: The lamp is kindled from the oil of a blessed
tree, the olive tree, neither of the East nor of the West. He
asserts: There is neither East nor West in the tree. Its oil
nearly gives off light, saying the lamp gives off light even
without a flame. Even if fire does not touch it, saying it
gives off light as if it had no need of a flame. Light upon
light, saying it is light—that is, the olive oil—upon light,
meaning the light upon the glass. Allah guides to His light
whomever He wills. As for the parable, He says: It is as
if there were a house with a niche, which is the depression,
and in it hangs a lamp, in which water has been poured,
and atop it is the oil, until it surpasses the wick and the
wick within it becomes soaked. The lamp gives off light
to the inhabitants of the house with the light of the oil
within it, which is the oil of the olive, without any fire.
It is as if it were a brilliant star in the intensity of its light
and brilliance.

The Interpretation o

The niche is the cavity, the house is the breast, the lamp is
the lantern, the other lamp is the wick, the glass is the spout
of the lamp, and the other glass is the body of the lamp
itself. Its fuel is from olive oil, neither eastern nor western,
without fire. This refers to the breast, while the lamp at-
tributed to the wick is the tongue, the glass attributed to
the spout is the throat, and the glass attributed to the body
of the lamp is the heart. As for the fuel mentioned to be
from the olive tree, it is knowledge. As for the water that is
beneath the oil, it is the water of mercy.
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As for the interpretation of the heart, where it is likened
to the glass among all things and jewels, the heart is com-
pared to the glass because the glass is a jewel whose origin
is from light and its use is associated with light, which is
fire. When they both come together and the power of fire
enters it, the glass becomes more radiant and luminous. The
heat of both the fire and the light weakens and softens the
glass, so when it is touched by human hands, it breaks due
to the overwhelming power of fire and its heat. That is why
a wise person said that Allah likened the believer’s heart to
glass because it is easily broken and difficult to mend,
meaning that when it breaks, it does not accept repair and
cannot be fixed so that it is not affected by fire. It is called
glass due to its fragility, quick breakability, and the inten-
sity of its light and radiance, as described.

As for the interpretation of the heart, where it is likened
to its light, radiance, and brilliance without fire, it is com-
pared to a celestial body among the luminous objects. The
celestial body is made of light, and its attire is also light. It
is suspended from the sky, illuminating the earth from a
distance of five hundred years or more, without fire, with the
light that is its essence and the light that is its attire. The
believer’s heart is likened to the light, radiance, and the
illumination of knowledge within it, shining from the earth
to the sky without fire, like a celestial body that illuminates
the earth from the sky without fire. So, it is said to be like
a brilliant star. Just as the lamp is suspended in the air by a
rope, and the celestial body is suspended in the sky, so too is
the heart suspended in the sky, with its sky being the Throne
and its rope being faith, which is the affirmation of it.

As for the interpretation of His saying, “...Lit from a
blessed Tree, an Olive, neither of the East nor of the West,
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whose oil is well-nigh luminous, though fire scarce touched
it...” (Qur’an 24:35), he said: As for the olive tree, its origin
and place of growth are from the Tree of Tooba, which is
in Paradise. Allah gifted it to Adam on the day He forgave
him and provided him with it. He named it with a name
other than Tooba, which is the olive tree. But, in His kind-
ness and wisdom, He changed its letters and replaced each
letter with another one and sealed it with an additional
letter that is not in it, which is the Nun in the word “olive”.
This is because Tooba has four letters: Ta, Waw, Ba, and
Ya; and the olive tree also has four letters: Zay, Ya, Ta, and
Waw, with an additional letter at the end, which is the Nun.

As for the interpretation of the olive tree, It has five
letters, as we mentioned, which are Zay, Ya, Ta, Waw, and
Nun. Each letter indicates its function and what is inside it.
The Zay is for “provision”, the Ya is for “day”, the Ta is
for “repentance”, the Waw is for the mark when Allah Al-
mighty named the Tooba tree when He planted it, and it
has a story that we will mention in its section, Allah willing.
The Nun is for “light”. When you combine its separate
letters, it indicates that Allah Almighty provided Adam with
it on the day He forgave him, and the Nu# is a sign of light
in the olive tree, indicating that it contains light that illumi-
nates the lamp with its light without fire, as He said,
“whose oil is well-nigh luminous, though fire scarce
touched it” (Qur’an 24:35). Here the speech is complete.
Then the speech resumes, “Light upon Light!” (Qur’an
24:35) meaning that the olive is light upon the light of the
glass, which is the heart, and the olive tree is knowledge.
He says: Just as the oil of the lamp is from the olive tree, so
too is the oil of the heart from the tree of monotheism. The
tree of monotheism is the one that Allah mentioned in the
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Qur’an, “A good word is like a good tree” (Qur’an 14:24),
which is monotheism, its root firmly established in the be-
liever’s heart and its branches in the heavens, which is the
Throne. “It brings forth its fruit” (Qur’an 14:25), meaning
its fruit every moment, every hour, by the permission of its
Lord. We say it does not bear fruit except by the command
of its Lord.

As for the interpretation of His saying, “Blessed”, its
story lies in the mention of the story of Tooba, and we will
mention it in its proper place, Allah willing, along with its
characteristic that we mentioned.

As for the interpretation of His saying, “neither of the
East nor of the West” (Qur’an 24:35), it is that Allah, be
He exalted, when He gifted it (the olive tree) to Adam,
peace be upon him, on the day He bestowed it, planted it
in a mound of earth. At that time, there were no walls to
hide from the sun and no shade. The world was vast and
open plains. Allah bestowed a seed from the fruits of the
Tooba tree when He accepted Adam’s repentance, and said,
“0O Adam! There is an invoker within you calling you to its
essence, and you must follow it. It is the essence of the dust,
which summoned you until it cast you out of paradise and
made you dwell on Earth. Just as it called you from para-
dise, so it will not let you return to my proximity and dwell-
ing, for it loves its essence and finds tranquillity in it, which
is the Earth. It makes you forget the hereafter. I have mercy
on you, O Adam, and equipped you with this paradise. For
it is in paradise, to be an invoker for you towards its es-
sence, which is the paradise, just as your earthly essence
calls you to it, which is the Earth. So take this, O Adam,
and plant it.” So he planted it. When it sprouted, thickened,
put out its branches, it flourished and stood upright. Adam,
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peace be upon him, was amazed at its growth. When the
sun rose, it would shine upon it, and when the sun set, it
would be lush and bloom, becoming verdant, bearing
spikes and fruit. On each of its leaves was a phrase etched
in Syriac, “There is no god but Allah”. When Adam, peace
be upon him, looked at it, he was amazed, and said, “I wish
I knew its name.” He was told, “O Adam, this is the olive
tree, and it is from the Tooba tree.” He said, “O Lord, why
have you named it the olive tree when it is from the Tooba
tree?” He said, “Because I provided you with it on the day
you repented. The Zay is from ‘zad’ (provision), the Ya is
for ‘yawm’ (day), and the Ta is for ‘tawba’ (repentance).”
He said, “O Lord, what about the ‘Waw’ in it?” He said,
“That is the mark of the symbol with which its mother, the
Tooba tree, was marked, and it brought forth this symbol.”
He said, “What is its symbol?” He said, “The symbol of
Tooba is that I am Allah, and the symbol of this is what is
etched on its leaves, which is ‘there is no god but Allah’.”
He asked, “What about the Nun at the end of it?” He said,
“That is the sign of the light that was placed in it, for there
is a light in it that shines forth. It is the one of which He
said, ‘whose oil is well-nigh luminous, though fire scarce
touched it’” (Qur’an 24:35).

We return to what we were discussing: The oil of the
tree of the heart, which is gnosis, is likened to the oil of the
olive tree that is neither of the East nor West, which Adam,
peace be upon him, planted on that day. It is said that just
as the olive tree, when it is in that state, produces the best
and finest fruit, so too does the tree of gnosis bear the best
and finest fruit when it is neither of the East nor of the
West. The sun for the olive tree is our sun, and the sun for
the tree of gnosis is Allah’s beautiful gaze upon it every
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morning and evening. There is nothing between Allah and
the tree that prevents Him from looking upon it. When
there is an obstacle, such as a sin or something else, between
His gaze and the tree, the gaze does not fall upon the tree.
If there is a wall or a covering between the sun and the tree,
the sun does not shine upon them, and the tree remains in
the shade of the wall, becoming sickly, withering, losing its
leaves, turning yellow, and changing from its natural state.
The fruit it produces is bitter and tasteless, and it dries up
and withers. This is why it is said that the olive does not
settle in the stomach of a hypocrite, even vomiting, and
only a true believer can tolerate eating it because it is from
Tooba, and Tooba is from Paradise. The fruit of Paradise
does not settle in the stomach of a hypocrite.

Interpretation of the Tree of Tooba, from which Olives
Come, and the Interpretation of its Beauty and Blessings

When Allah wanted to plant the Tree of Tooba, He created
its essence and watered it. He then extracted a seed, split it
open, and filled it with coolness, blessings, and splendour.
He wrapped it in the garment of mercy and marked it with
His Name, saying, “I am Allah, there is no god but Me.”
He then planted it in the middle of the gardens, fields, and
gathering places of Paradise, scattering musk and flowers.
Allah took it in His hand on Sunday and planted it there.
The tree grew immediately, spreading its branches, sprout-
ing leaves, turning black at its trunk, turning green, flour-
ishing, and bearing fruit. It has a hundred branches,
corresponding to the levels of Paradise. Each level has a
branch of red rubies, a base of yellow gemstones, leaves of
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green emeralds, and fruits as clear as pearls. Its whiteness
is more fragrant than musk and sweeter than honey. It gives
its food every hour as Allah wills, lawful and pleasant,
fruits, maidens, and youths. On every leaf, there is a state-
ment in Arabic, “I am Allah, there is no god but Me. My
mercy encompasses everything, so I will write it for those
who believe in Me and believe in Muhammad, the Seal of
the Prophets.” When the Noble One looked at it, He was
pleased with it and boasted about it to the other trees and
fruits, saying, “My mercy is upon you, and my gaze is upon
you. I am the One who created you. I am the One who
raised you. I am the One who wrapped you in the garment
of mercy. I am the One who marked you with My Name
upon you. I am the One who blessed you and filled you
with goodness, splendour, and blessings. I am the one who
planted you with my hand; you are the planting of my hand
and my chosen creation amongst the trees. [ have fashioned
for you a name from my crafting in you, by what I filled in
you; you are Tooba, O Tooba.” He said, “The Ta is the Ta
of folding, where I folded you with mercy, and the Waw is
the Waw of the seal where I marked you with my seal, and
the Ba is the Ba of righteousness, blessings, and splendour,
which I filled you with, and the Ya is the Ya of the hand,
meaning, [ planted you with my hand. Thus, every letter of
your name is a testament to my crafting in you, and to what
I filled you with, from my gaze upon you, my enveloping
you with mercy, my filling you with righteousness, bless-
ings, and my planting you with my hand. O Tooba, blessed
is the one who attains you, blessed is the one who looks at
you and takes shelter under you. I am lenient with you to-
wards my creation; except for those who acknowledge me
in acknowledgment of my oneness, Verily, I am Allah, there
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is no god but I.” It is said that there are three trees: the olive
tree on Earth, the Tooba tree in Paradise, and the tree of
gnosis in the hearts of believers. Each letter of these names
indicates its self and what Allah has done for it. The olive
tree is named as such as we mentioned, and the Tooba tree
is named Tooba as we have stated. As for the tree of gnosis,
it is named Tayyiba (good), as Allah Almighty said, “A
goodly word like a goodly tree, whose root is firmly fixed,
and its branches (reach) to the heavens” (Qur’an 14:24).
The one in Paradise is Tooba, and the one in the hearts of
the servants is Tayyiba. Both have four letters; the former
has an additional Waw, and the latter has an extra Ha. In
the former, the Ba precedes the Ya, and in the latter, the Ya
precedes the Ba. This is the arrangement and decree from
the Almighty, the All-Knowing. He who understands it,
understands it, and he who is ignorant of it, is ignorant of
it. We will mention what can be inferred by the people of
intellect. As for the Ta, it is the Ta of obedience. As for the
Ya, it is the Ya of the hand. As for the Ba, it is the Ba of
allegiance. As for the Ha, it is the Ha of He (Huwa, mean-
ing Allah). If you gather the letters, it signifies that the cre-
ation, with it, obeyed their Lord. By the hand of Allah, they
pledged allegiance, and by it, they obeyed, and by it, they
pledged their loyalty to Him. That is because when Allah,
the Exalted, wanted to take a covenant from them and bear
witness over themselves and take their pledge, and they
were unable to pledge their allegiance to His hand, He
brought out a tree from the Garden, and they pledged alle-
giance by it. Thus, Allah named it the Shajarat Tayyiba
(Goodly Tree) because of this. Hence, it is said, the Tree is
the right hand of Allah on earth.
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Interpretation of His Almighty’s Saying: Alif Lam Mim

People have spoken about this extensively, and we have
mentioned some of it in the beginning of this book. How-
ever, in summary, we shall mention what can be accom-
modated by the hearts of creation and find pleasing to their
souls. The Alif is filled with the Divine Oneness, Lordship,
Singularity, Divinity, His Names, and His Essential At-
tributes. Hence, all that emerges from this kind emerges
from the Alif, and He is Allah. The Lam is filled with the
Gentle, the Good, the Excellent, the Pardon, the Mercy, the
Forgiveness, and all like thereof emerge from the Lam, and
He is al-Latif (the Gentle). The Meem is filled with the Sov-
ereign, the Power, the Majesty, the Authority, the Over-
powering, the Punishment, and the like thereof emerge from
the Meem, and He is al-Malik (the Sovereign). In clarifying
what we have said, it is a healing for one who has a heart
or gives an ear, and he is a witness. It is blindness for one
whose breasts Allah has made tight and constricted, as if
one were rising into the sky.

Interpretation of His Saying, “Show us the Straight Path”
(Qur’an1:6)

Indeed, the Straight Path is Islam, and guidance and provi-
sion have already been granted. Is it not impossible for
them to seek guidance in Islam while they are Muslims? He
said, this is not as people assumed, that guidance is the gui-
dance of Islam, and that the Straight Path is Islam. Rather,
this is about the guidance of the path because the people
feared for themselves from the misleading desires that the
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Prophet, peace be upon him, described, “The Children of
Israel split into seventy-two sects, all of which are in the
Fire except one. And this nation will split into seventy-three
sects, all of which are in the Fire except one, which is the
Community.” The people of reason among them looked
and said that these sects described by the Prophet, peace be
upon him, have appeared, and each claims that it is the
Community. Each sect is pleased with what it has, as Allah
the Exalted said in His Book, “each party rejoices in that
which is with itself” (Qur’an 23:53). It is astonishing that
each sect has named its companion with a name from the
names of those who are lost, misguided, and attributed to
the Fire. The people of reason were perplexed by this and
feared for themselves that they were in one of them and did
not know. So they turned to Allah, beseeching and fearing,
and said, “You do we worship, and Your aid we seek”
(Qur’an 1:5). O Lord, guide us in Your worship. We say
we have recognized, O Lord, Your pleasing path and Your
clear methodology among these paths and ways, for they
call us to it, and we do not know whether it is Your way or
not. The path is the Straight Path that You accept for Your-
self and distinguish with Your wisdom among them; the
path of those upon whom You have bestowed favour, and
they are the righteous and the saints, not the way of those
who earn Your anger nor of those who go astray, not the
paths of the Jews, who are misguided, nor the paths of the
Christians, who have passions, nor the seventy-two, which
have spread in this nation. If one of them took from them,
he would take a branch from those Christian desires. So,
when they say, “guide us”, they mean, “make us know”,
not what people have understood from guidance, for Allah
has already guided them, and it is impossible to ask for
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something that has already been given. In the language, it
is common to say, “Do you show the way to the house of
so-and-so0?” meaning, “Do you recognize?” An example of
this in the world is if a man was given a treasure of gold di-
nars without asking. And it is customary in language to say,
“Do you guide to the house of so-and-s0?” meaning, “Do
you know?” The example of this in the world is if a man
was granted a sum of gold dinars without asking, and then
he forgets the sum and comes forward to ask for the same
sum of gold dinars. What do you think of him? Wouldn’t
he be dishonoured and expelled, and told, “Haven’t we
given you yesterday what you ask for today? You are un-
grateful and ignorant, hence you are forbidden from the
gift, and the door of the kingdom is closed to you.” If this
were the case, it would be disapproved by the kings of the
world and would be considered ugly. It is even uglier with
the Majestic and Beautiful.

An example of the first statement is that people feared
for themselves that the path would be confusing to them,
so they asked Allah for the pleasing way among them, like
a man who was invited by a king on a path that the king
would be pleased for him to come to him on. From the
man’s house to the king’s palace, there are many distances,
mountains, and different paths equal to the number of the
seventy-two sects. On each path, there is a guide who
claims that their path is the straight and pleasing one to the
king and that it is mandatory to come to him through it.
They provide evidence and show signs. The man pays at-
tention and says, “The king’s beloved path among these is
only one, and each of these guides claims that the path they
are on is the chosen and pleasing one. Each provides evi-
dence and signs.” The man ponders and says, “I see no way
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to ensure the king’s satisfaction in coming to him on a path
that pleases him and that he chooses except by writing to
him, seeking guidance to his beloved and chosen path
among these, and asking him to show and guide me to it,
for I am lost and do not know which of them to follow. So,
I write to him and ask him to show me.” He says, “O king,
make me know your straight path to follow it to you, for I
am confused by these paths.” It is asked which path he
wants, and he says, “The way of those on whom Thou hast
bestowed Thy Grace” (Qur’an 1:7). You have distinguished
the path of guidance from the path of error after they were
lost, just like us. They say, “Do you mean the path of the
Jews as a trial and test?” They say, “Not the path of those
upon whom is Your anger, and they are the Jews.” He says,
“Then the path of the Christians?” They say, “Nor the path
of those who have gone astray, and they are the Christians
and the people of passions.” So, their Lord responded to
them, saying, “but they will not cease to dispute, except
those on whom thy Lord hath bestowed His Mercy: and
for this did He create them” (Qur’an 11:118-119). They
say, ‘What is your way?’ He says, “Say, O Muhammad,
“This is my way: I do invite unto Allab—on evidence clear
as the seeing with one’s eyes—I and whoever follows me.
(Qur’an 12:108). They say, “What is this way?” He says,
“Those were the (prophets) who received Allah’s guidance:
Copy the guidance they received.” (Qur’an 6:90). They
asked, “On which way?” He said, “Follow the revelation
given unto you from your Lord” (Qur’an 7:3). They asked,
“What is that?” He said, “Verily, this is My way, leading
straight: follow it. Follow not other paths: they will scatter
you about from His path.” (Qur’an 6:153). They asked,
“What path is this?” He said, “There hath come to you
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from Allah a light and a perspicuous Book, Wherewith
Allab guides all who seek His good pleasure to ways of
peace and safety, and leads them out of darkness, by His
will, unto the light—guides them to a Straight Path.”
(Qur’an 5:15-16).

That is why it was said to David, peace be upon him,
“O David, do not place between Me and you a scholar cap-
tivated by passions, diverting you from the path of My love.
Those are the highwaymen of My devoted servants. The
least I do with them is to snatch the sweetness of faith from
their breasts.” Thus, Allah clarified the way of His approval
for His devoted servants among those passions and paths.
Those who are keen to earn His approval, the path of right-
eousness in any part of the Qur’an. It guides them to follow
the virtuous Imams, to hold firm to their morals and their
path, as long as it aligns with the book of their Lord. For
in compliance with the Book lies the opportunity to simply
approach Allah’s satisfaction, to partake from the feasts of
Allah, and to drink from the cup of His love. And by this,
one achieves the simplicity of Allah’s pleasure, partaking
from His banquets, and drinking from the cup of His love.

Chapter: The Interpretation of the Garment of Gnosis

A sovereign whom Allah has endowed with authority and
designated a place of the noblest, the most delicate, and the
loftiest of souls. For him is a garment of beauty, a garment
of majesty, a garment of sovereignty, a garment of grandeur,
a garment of awe, a garment of generosity, a garment of
glory, a garment of nobility, a garment of mercy, a garment
of compassion, a garment of tenderness, a garment of sym-
pathy, a garment of might, a garment of the heavenly king-
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dom. And upon him a crown of divinity, its light extending
to the Glorious Throne. And he possesses a rank more pro-
found than this, to alert the understanding of the common
folk of his wonders. Yet we have concealed it for fear that
whispering doubts might invade the eyes of their hearts and
be shaken by it, but it is a momentous knowledge.

&

Chapter: The Interpretation of His Veils

Before him are veils of justice, truth, grandeur, awe, and sov-
ereignty, veils of light, veils of mercy, and veils of majesty.

= 2.

Chapter: The Description of the Intellect

As for the description of the intellect, indeed, Allah Al-
mighty created the intellect from the light of awe. It is three
letters from the book: Ain, Qaf, and Lam. The Ain has five
meanings: from grandeur, greatness, elevation, knowledge,
and giving. This is the interpretation of the meaning of Ain,
and each of its letters has a core. He placed from each core
within it, so your saying Ain in it is grandeur, might, elev-
ation, knowledge, and giving. As for the Qaf, it has five
meanings: the Qaf is from proximity, speech, decision, firm-
ness, and power. So, if you say: ‘Ag, the Ain and the Qaf
entered into it, and the meanings of Ain and the meanings
of Qaf. The Lam is from gentleness, and gentleness is from
mercy, and mercy is from compassion, and compassion is
from sympathy, and sympathy is from longing, and longing
is from love, and love: two letters: Ha and Ba. The Ha is
from life, modesty, forbearance, and wisdom. So when you
say Ha, this Ha indicates that in it is modesty, life, forbear-
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ance, and wisdom. As for the Ba, it is from righteousness
and radiance. With the radiance of life, he brought his body
to life, and with the radiance of love, he brought his heart
to life until he knew him, with the Ba of righteousness, he
blessed him with the bounties of life, and with the Ba of
radiance, he dazzled with him among the angels. The mind
created in it what we described, these meanings from which
the letters of his creation emerged, then in his form, he is
the best of creation and the most beautiful. Then in his
clothing, he is the best of clothes and the most noble, he
filled it with the lights of unity, singularity, and majesty,
and dressed it in a garment from the light of beauty, the
light of radiance, the light of majesty, the light of goodness,
the light of greatness, and the light of awe. So when he fin-
ished creating him, he said to him, “Come forth”, and he
came forth, then he said, “Turn back”, and he turned back,
then he said, “Sit down”, so he sat down. He said, “By My
Glory, I have not created a creation better than you, more
beautiful than you, more noble than you, nor more gener-
ous than you. I created you from light, filled you with light,
clothed you in light, brought you close with light, supported
you with light, and settled you in the abode of light. I am
the Light, and My knowledge is light, and My speech is
light, and you are from the light of the light. I have dressed
you in light, filled you with light, and settled you in light.
You are light upon light, I guide to My light whom I will
of My servants.” Then Allah asked him, “Who am I?” He
replied, “You are Allah, there is no god but You.” The
Lord said, “Through you, I am obeyed, through you, I am
thanked, and through you, I bestow. To you belongs the
reward, and upon you is the reckoning.” He informed us
of that. This is the description of the intellect.

78 THE LIMBS AND THE SOUL



VA
=
<
R

p

U

" .
—
AN

S
2

=

S

N, o

&

&
)
)

Chapter: The Description of His Soldiers
and Their Names

Knowledge, patience, certainty, truth, victory, perspicacity,
understanding, dignity, tranquillity, modesty, patience, gui-
dance, wisdom, preservation, maintenance, chastity, com-
posure, piety, asceticism, reflection, remembrance, forgive-
ness, righteousness, mercy, tenderness, compassion, kind-
ness, gentleness, generosity, glory, giving, nobility, praise,
remembrance, lauding, gratitude, awe, authority, greatness,
grandeur, pride, honour, humility, pleading, reverence, sub-
mission, truthfulness, health, sincerity, intention, determi-
nation, firmness, loyalty, justice, safety, accuracy, bene-
ficence, longing, wisdom, worship, contentment, satisfac-
tion, caution, consideration, opinion, trust, delegation,
surrender, triumph, victory, advice, forgiveness, covering,
awe, fear, hope, fear, greatness, favour, diplomacy, silence,
love, command, prohibition, rigidity, character, manner,
mind, inspiration, surveillance, artistry, repentance, return,
joy, happiness, admonition, greatness, regret, cleverness,
shrewdness, asceticism—these are one hundred souls of
horses and men and heroes and others, and each is in
command.

SN

Chapter: Explaining the Matter of the Soldiers,
Their Workers, and Their Commanders

As for knowledge and patience, they are the ministers of
reason; certainty is the leader of the army; truth is the com-
panion of the wronged; victory is conquest, perspicacity is
the vanguard; understanding is the keeper of intentions;
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dignity and tranquillity are commanders; modesty is the
keeper of the secret; patience is the keeper of strategy; gui-
dance and wisdom are the guides; preservation and main-
tenance are the keepers of treasures; chastity, composure,
piety, and asceticism are the keepers of the storehouses; re-
flection and remembrance are the keepers of trickery; for-
giveness and righteousness are the keepers of peace; mercy,
tenderness, surveillance, kindness, compassion, gentleness,
and diplomacy are the aides of the judge; generosity, glory,
giving, and nobility are the providers of sustenance; praise,
remembrance, lauding, and gratitude are the providers of
aid; awe, authority, greatness, grandeur, pride, and honour
are the heroic warriors; humility, reverence, and submission
are the noble men; truthfulness is the judge; health, sincer-
ity, intention, determination, and firmness are the com-
panions of the duel; loyalty is the trustworthy; justice is the
jailer; safety and accuracy are the keepers of the flags;
beneficence is the keeper of the banners; longing is the
keeper of the standard; wisdom is the ruler; worship are the
servants; contentment and satisfaction are the administra-
tors of affairs; caution is the organizer; consideration and
opinion are the keepers of consultation; trust is the keeper
of the fort; triumph is the companion of archers’ victory;
advice and forgiveness are the messengers; desire, awe,
hope, and fear are grateful for them; diplomacy and silence
are the watchers; love is the haven; command and prohib-
ition are the covenant and the pact; rigidity is the execu-
tioner; character and manner are the agents; sharpness is
the companion of the police; mind is the prince of the army;
inspiration is the messenger of the Highest King; surveil-
lance is the companion of news; annihilation is the drum-
mer; joy, happiness, expansion, play, and admonition are
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the spy; perspicacity are the principles; cleverness and
shrewdness are the companions of the scoundrels and the
intrigues; asceticism and abstinence are the ones hoping for
reward; repentance is the precursor; and regret is the fore-
runner—these are the characteristics of the soldiers and
their affairs and their command and their world and their
horses and their men.

S %

Chapter: The Description of Iblis, the Nature of Desire,
and the Nature of His Soldiers

As for the description of the Accursed and his army, he has
twelve ministers under him, each of whom has a hundred
thousand leaders, and each of them in turn commands a
hundred thousand, until for a single man of the sons of
Adam, more than Rabia and Mudar are sent. Each of these
leaders has a hundred vices, and as the intellect is the master
of gnosis, so desire is their master.

As for the names of his twelve ministers; the first of them
is Karam son of Al-Kareem, who is the one who upholds
noble character among the jinn, prohibits its vices, com-
mands the use of intellect and adherence to it. The second
is Hamah son of Iblis, who is the one responsible for major
sins. The third is Shia’ban son of Shuqayyan, who is the
one in charge of markets, commanding fraudulence. The
fourth is Al-Zuba’ son of Damagh, who is the one promot-
ing gossip and tale-bearing. The fifth is Umm Zubr, who is
the one stirring wars among people, commanding them
to fight. The sixth is Shaytatt son of Luwayt, who is the
one ordering deception, cuckoldry, and debauchery. The
seventh is Suqub son of Dhuhab, who is the one responsible
for hypocrisy, vanity, and betrayal. The eighth is Udr son
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of Khada’, who is the one dealing with deceit, trickery,
mockery, and unfaithfulness. The ninth is Zulah son of
Jarad, who is the one dealing with whispers, insanity, and
self-talk. The tenth is Qaysit son of Tayt, who is the one
responsible for causing confusion among people, abandon-
ing advice and rectitude. The eleventh is Qanit son of Qaw-
tal, who is the one commanding all evil, indecency, insults,
and quarrels. The twelfth is Izaf son of Hasood, who is the
one responsible for entertainment and gatherings where al-
cohol is consumed and immorality is practiced, and he has
workers and craftsmen, besides those who took music and
amusement to seduce and distract the creation, and all en-
tertainment came from them.

As for the names of the artisans and workers, the enter-
tainers, and the musicians, they are the most honourable of
creation to the accursed one. Among them is Abu Samla-
kah, who was the first to press grapes, ferment it, drink it,
and then sing. Al-Haffaf is the first to play music. He took
a handful of grapes, squeezed the juice, drank it, put it
under the grapevine, covered its head with a leaf, then re-
turned to it after some days, to find it fermenting and fro-
thy. He gave his brother a drink from it, and he got drunk
and started playing music, so his brother was called Azafa,
and he was called Haffaf, but his name before that was
Mishqasa.

Marrah son of Al-Harith was the first to take up the bar-
bat (an old form of the oud). When he visited Haffaf one
day, he was given Haffaf’s drink, became intoxicated and
flew and fell to an island in the sea. He remained there for
a year, contemplating how to create something to be re-
membered by, as Haffaf was remembered for his juice. One
day he heard a bird with a beautiful melancholic song. He
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carved a piece of wood, strung threads from tree bark on it
until he fashioned it into a oud, then took a horse’s tail to
make strings for it after that.

Lugs son of Lags was the first to make the mizmar (a
type of reed flute). When he passed by Haffaf and Marrah
as they were drinking and playing music. He heard a sound
he had never heard before, approached, drank a drink he
had never drunk before, and flew until he fell to the land of
Babylon. He stayed there for a year, contemplating an in-
vention, until he heard the sound of a fly one night. He took
a reed, bored holes in it, and blew into it.

Suhayb son of ‘Azab was the one who made castanets.
When he met Haffaf and wanted to be remembered as Haf-
faf and his companions were. He ended up on an island in
the sea and stayed there for a long time, seeking an inven-
tion, until one day a wind blew in the summer and fell on
a dry tree which made a sound that fascinated him, so he
made castanets.

And Abu Shakim, who is the one who invented the
drum, when one day he covered his tail on Haffaf’s barrel.
Haffaf started hitting his hand on it and it made a sound,
so he replaced the tail with a skin.

Among those who inhabit the houses and professions are a
devil named al-Qamam son of al-Qashab, who dwells in
rubbish dumps and spills urine on clothes. There is a devil
named al-Zafuf son of al-Gharib, who is in charge of the
kitchen, busy distracting women so that the bread burns
and husbands get angry, and over-salting the pots. There is
al-Barbad son of Dukhran, who is in charge of wealth and
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treasures. Al-Ra’ib son of Lams is the one who presides
over the bathrooms. al-Dahhak son of al-Mugqattab is in
charge of alleyways, paths, and squares, guiding drunkards
back to their homes. al-Qutoof son of al-Hibr is in charge
of the gatherings of the transgressors, music, and dance,
and they are the devils of debauchery. Al-Hashood son of
Al-Lutf is the one who gathers young men and women to-
gether. Al-Tahiyat son of Al-Muftahim is the one who con-
trols the markets and liquor shops.

Chapter: Where it was Intended by Allah to Make
the Earth Inhabitable for Creation

He created the Jinn from the flame of the venomous fire,
and from them a tempestuous wind was formed. The wind
was then made pregnant, and it laid thirty-one eggs. From
one egg emerged Qatraba, the mother of scorpions. When
her head was revealed, Janna, the wife of the Jinn, ex-
claimed, “O Qatraba!” Qatraba responded, “I hear your
call.” Janna then urged, “Embrace my offspring!” To
which Qatraba replied, “There is no offspring to embrace.”
Janna then laid thirty eggs, which Qatraba held. From these
hatched ten eggs. In the first egg were the Abalisa, among
them Harith, known as Abu Murrah, the enemy of Adam,
peace be upon him, and his descendants, who took resi-
dence in the seas. The second egg hatched the Whisperers,
who inhabited the islands. The third egg hatched the Ghi-
lan, who took up residence in ruins and wastelands. The
fourth egg gave way to the Sa’ali, who inhabited mountains
and sands. The fifth egg hatched the Raha’wiya, who settled
in forests and wildernesses. The sixth egg brought forth the
Aragil, who took up residence in springs and crossroads.
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The seventh egg revealed the Tahawis, who lived in baths,
rubbish dumps, and caves. The eighth egg hatched the
Hawam, who lived in the air and other places. The ninth
egg hatched the Ara’i, who inhabited the battlegrounds of
wars, windmills, and graves. The tenth egg hatched the Da-
waajin, who took up residence in houses, palaces, and the
tents of the Bedouins.

As for the remaining twenty eggs, Qatraba carried them.
She flew in the air until she was between the setting of the
sun’s eye and the rise of Canopus where she hatched and
named five. She told them to populate, spread, and
multiply. She continued her journey until she was between
the rise of Canopus and the rise of the horn of the sun,
where she hatched and named another five, commanding
them similarly. She continued until she was between the rise
of the horn of the sun and the rise of Ursa Major, where
she hatched and named another five, giving them the same
command. She proceeded until she was between the rise of
Ursa Major and Ursa Minor, hatching and naming another
five, instructing them similarly.

Qatraba then returned to Janna and declared, “I have
filled the land and the sea.” Each egg then hatched a thou-
sand twins, male and female. We have told the entirety of
this, every enemy of Adam and his offspring. So, the Ac-
cursed sent forth his armies and his mischief. He plans and
lashes out, even to the point of sending a thousand troops
against a single man from the offspring of Adam, may peace
be upon him.

As for the description of the accursed one, we were in-
formed by Abu Mugqatil from Sulh bin Sa’id from Abi Sahl
from Hassan who said: The Messenger of Allah, peace and
blessings be upon him, said, “Indeed, Iblis, the enemy of
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Allah, used to meet the Prophets, peace be upon them, and
converse with them from the time of Noah to Jesus, son of
Mary, and all the Prophets between them.” None had been
visited more often or comforted more than John, son of Za-
chariah, peace be upon him. Once Iblis came to him and as
he given leave, John, peace be upon him, said to him, “O
Abu Murrah”—his name was Harith, his title was Abu
Murrah, and Allah, the Exalted and Majestic, named him
Iblis because he despaired of all good on the day of Adam,
peace be upon him—*“I have a request for you, I hope you
do not deny it.” Iblis said, “You have that, O Prophet of
Allah, ask.” So, John, son of Zachariah, peace be upon him,
said, “I wish that you would appear to me in your true form
and show me the traps with which you destroy people.”
Iblis said, “You have asked me something grave, a matter
that causes me great distress and its severity weighs heavily
upon me. Yet you are dearer to me and safer than anyone
who could ask me such a question. But I prefer that you
make time to see me when there is no one else with you.”
So, they made an appointment for the following day when
the sun is at its zenith. He left with that agreement. When
the following day came at that time, he appeared before
him standing. He beheld a sight, a matter from Allah, where
he was distorted, inverted, hideous, awful, repugnant. His
body was like the body of pigs, his face like the face of mon-
keys. His eyes were split vertically, his mouth was split
lengthwise. His head and teeth were like a single bone, he
had no chin or beard. His hair was sparse, it grew in the
wrong direction towards the sky. He had four hands, two
on his shoulders, two on his sides. His toes were reversed,
with his heels in front. His fingers were six. His body was
the small, his nose pointed towards the sky. He had a beak
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like a bird, his face was towards his back. He was blind,
bent, had wings. He wore a stitched tunic and above he was
girded like a magus. There were small rattles hanging from
his belt in the front, and around his tunic were false appear-
ances that resembled evil in various colours of white, black,
red, yellow, green. In his hand was a large bell, and on his
head was an egg with a rectangular iron inside it, hooked
at the end.

John, peace be upon him, said to him, “Inform me, O
Abu Murrah, about what I see.” He said, “O Prophet of
Allah, I have not come to you in this state except that I love
to inform you about everything you ask me about and lose
insight.” John said, “Tell me, O Abu Murrah, about this
belt above your tunic.” He said, “O Prophet of Allah, it
represents Magi; I introduced and beautified Zoroastrian-
ism.” He said, “Then inform me, what are these rattles that
are hanging from your belt in the front?” He said, “O
Prophet of Allah, these are my desires, my false appearances
and my traps. The first thing I use to trap a believer is
through women. If he remains steadfast in obedience to
Allah, I come to him through the accumulation of wealth
from forbidden sources, greedily and eagerly. If he remains
steadfast in obedience to Allah and avoids me with asceti-
cism, I come to him from the direction of intoxicating
drinks, until I confuse him with all these desires. He must
encounter some of them, even if he is among the most as-
cetic of people.

He said, “What are these fringes at the edge of your
shirt?” Iblis replied, “O Prophet of Allah, these are the dyes
of women and their adornments. A woman will continu-
ously colour her garments until she comes upon what suits
her, and then the men are attracted to her adornments.”
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He asked, “What is this bell in your hand?” Iblis said,
“O Prophet of Allah, this is the essence of joy and the as-
sembly of the sounds of musical instruments, from the harp
and the lute to flutes, drums, tambourines, wailing and
singing. When people gather for a drinking party and have
some of the instruments I mentioned, they barely start to
harmonize in the gathering, whistle, and enjoy themselves
when I see them doing that, I ring this bell, mixing this
sound with their instruments. Thus their enjoyment, ec-
stasy, and dancing increase. Some of them, when they hear
this, bang whatever they can get their hands on, and some
shake their heads.”

[About the egg] Then Iblis said, “O Prophet of Allah, I
guard my head with this egg from every calamity.” He
asked, “And what is the calamity?” Iblis replied, “The
curse.” He asked, “What is this iron piece in the middle of
it?” Iblis said, “O Prophet of Allah, this is what I use to flip
the hearts of the righteous.”

He said, “There’s one more thing left.” Iblis said, “Ask.”
He asked, “ Why is your creation and appearance so filled
with all the ugliness, perversion, and fancies I see?” Iblis re-
plied, “O Prophet of Allah, this is due to your father Adam,
peace be upon him. I was among those honoured, never
raising my head from one prostration for four hundred
thousand years. I disobeyed my Lord in the command to
prostrate to your father Adam. Allah became angry with
me, cursed me, and transformed me from the form of angels
to the form of devils. There was no one among the angels
more beautiful than me. I became distorted, upside-down,
perverted, ugly, monstrous, and repugnant, as you see.” He
asked, “Have you ever shown this form of yours and your
traps in this form to anyone?” Iblis said, “No, by the dig-
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nity of my Lord, no human has ever looked at this. I have
honoured you with this above all people.” He said, “Com-
plete your honour to me with two matters I ask of you, one
is general and the other is specific.” Iblis said, “That is
yours, O Prophet of Allah: ask.”

He said, “Tell me, which things are most hopeful to you,
which ones reinforce your back, which ones moisten your
palate, which ones are dear to your eyes, which ones are
firmest in your corner, and which ones are most joyful to
your heart?” He said, “O Prophet of Allah, I fear that
someone will be informed, so they will preserve that and
take refuge in it, and my plot will be ruined.” John, peace
be upon him, replied, “Indeed, Allah has revealed your af-
fairs and your plot in the scriptures and has explained it to
His prophets and His allies, so they are cautious as they
should be. As for those who stray, you are closer to them,
you may play with them as a game with a ball. So speak,
for your speech is not more effective and respected among
them than the words of Allah.” Iblis said, “O Prophet of
Allah, the most hopeful things to me, the strongest support
for my back, the remedy for my grief, the secret for my ear,
the most intense for my desire, the joy for my heart, and
the delight for my eye are the women. They are my ropes
and my traps, and my arrow with which I do not miss. If it
was not for them, I would not have released the misgui-
dance of Adam’s progeny. They are the delight of my eye,
with them, I triumph in the pitfalls. How excellent they are
when I sealed due to the women and the servants and the
scholars and they overwhelmed me after I sent my armies
to them, and they were defeated. After I leaned and domi-
nated the women, my soul was satisfied, my anger was
quelled, my wrath was pacified, my rage was cooled, my
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soul was restrained, my eye was delighted, and my strength
was reinforced. If it was not for them from the lineage of
Adam, I would have prostrated to them, they are my mis-
tresses, they reside on my neck, and on their desires, what-
ever a woman from my ropes craves is but the utmost
urgency for my head over my feet in attending to their
needs. For they are my hope, my support, my safeguard,
my death, my trust, and my aid.”

John asked, “What do you gain and what joy do you de-
rive from leading humans astray, and by which means have
you been given power over them?” Iblis replied, “Allah cre-
ated joys and sorrows, the lawful and the forbidden. On
the day of Adam, peace be upon him, He gave me a choice
among them. I took the desires, the forbidden, the obscene
and the abominations, and they became my appetite and
my desires. Adam was offered a choice, peace be upon him,
he chose sorrows, worship, and the lawful, and that became
his appetite and his aspiration. That became my obsession
and his burden, this is my desire, my appetite, my lust. That
is his object, his wealth, his praises, this is my object, my
possession, my merchandise, my wealth. The woman her-
self is an object, for in her is his appetite and his lust. The
appetite of the woman and her lust is his life. If life is taken
away, he perishes. How many of Allah’s creation do you
see, when his appetite is taken away from him, he dies and
perishes? Similarly, if I take what I have chosen, it becomes
my appetite, my desires, and my life. Whatever is taken
away, I perish. Whatever I seize, I rejoice and live. So when
I see my lust, my desire, and my life in the hands of others,
taken away from me, I strive with all effort until I reclaim
it, so that it becomes my sustenance. This man has taken
my life, which is lust and desire, and he made it his treasure
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and his fort. He has prepared to kill me and fight me. Does-
n’t the warrior persist to reach his right and subdue the
wrongdoer? This is my condition, my affair, and the cause
of my joy when I overcome him.”

John asked, “What wrong did he do to you, when you
say ‘he overcomes the wrongdoer’?” Iblis replied, “He
wronged me when he took my desires and placed them in
his storage. If it weren’t for his wrongdoing, wouldn’t I
look into his treasury and my permissible goods, as he
coveted my belt and my desires?”

John asked, “Is it possible for you to say that ‘I want to
retrieve my desires from him’ and you rejoice when he uses
them, and you become saddened when he doesn’t use your
desires in his affairs?”

Iblis said, “If my desire is used, I do not grieve but re-
joice because it has given me my appetite, for my appetite
is joy. I grieve only because it is ingrained in me, but I desire
its use. If it is used, it gives me my wish and my joy, for lust
is my wish, my choice, and my life. So, it is my self. When
my wish is employed, it revives me and rejoices me, for its
usage is in my favour. However, if it is not used, it is as if
it were in a prison. If it, my life, is imprisoned and shackled,
then I am as though imprisoned and shackled, I become de-
feated because it has replaced me with something detest-
able, that is, death in place of my life. Hence, I must resort
to every trick and desire it with every deceit. I prepare and
adorn the instrument and the tools, I bring out the diver-
sions and their tools, I stir them, move them, and turn them
around, perhaps he will see that and be delighted, re-
minded, invigorated, deceived, and repulsed, and use the
desire which in him is my life and my lust. I live and rejoice
when he finds the way to move and to escape from the
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prison. This is something I have never mentioned to anyone
since I was created. Had I not seen from you such favour
and honour, I would not have told you all this.”

It is said what Iblis describes here is congruent with all
we have stated regarding the affair of desire within the soul.

John, peace be upon him, said, “And the special matter
I asked you about.” He responded, “Yes, ask.” John, peace
be upon him, continued, “Have you ever caught your
chance with me in a glimpse of the eye, a phrase of the
tongue, a feeling in the heart, or a thought?” Iblis re-
sponded, “By Allah, no, except that there was one quality
in you that impressed me, given its magnitude for you; it
held an honourable place for me.” Upon hearing this, the
colour of John’s, peace be upon him, face changed, he be-
came troubled, and his breath grew short. He trembled and
his innards quivered, and he fainted. He then asked, “What
is that, Abu Murrah?” Iblis responded, “You are a man
who enjoys eating, and sometimes you eat in excess, be-
come full, and become overcome by lethargy, sleepiness,
heaviness, laziness, and drowsiness. At times, you would
fall asleep during your nightly devotions—the times when
you used to remain awake. This is what I found impressive
about you.” Upon hearing this, he asked, “So this is when
you found an opportunity over me?” Iblis replied, “Yes.”
He then asked, “How extreme was your happiness, and
how profound your sadness?” He said, “I mentioned you,
but you didn’t pay heed. I direct you towards everything
that Allah dislikes, for it is my choice, and everything that
Allah loves is repulsive to me. When a person uplifts what
I find repulsive, I cannot contain myself until I trick him in
every way, repel it, and embellish my chosen path until he
elevates it, for my life lies in its usage, and my death, my
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ruin, my humiliation, and my weakness lie in the usage of
what I find repulsive. It is the permissible and pure things
and sorrows that I find repugnant. My choice is the for-
bidden and impure things and joys, which Allah has for-
bidden for me.”

Iblis said, “Enough, O John, I rejoice because it seems
to me that I have found an opportunity against you.” To
this, John, peace be upon him, responded, “You have not
found an opportunity against me in my lifetime except what
you mentioned to me.” He said, “By Allah, only that is re-
membered.” John, peace be upon him, said, “I have made
a vow to Allah, obligatory upon me, that I will leave this
world without ever satisfying my hunger.” Upon hearing
this, Iblis became angry and saddened by what he was told.
John, protected by Allah’s blessings, was on guard and
steadfast. He said, “You have deceived me, O son of Adam.
I made a vow to Allah, my Lord, that it is obligatory upon
me to never give advice to any human. You have over-
powered me, O son of Adam, and broken my back with
your deception, until you have taken away my means.” Iblis
left him in a state of anger and resentment. This is the na-
ture of Iblis, the beginning of his matter, his story, his traps,
and the explanation of his desires and his life.

5T

The Names of the One Hundred Traits that Iblis Asked
his Lord for, and which he Made his Soldiers,
just as Allah Granted to Adam, peace be upon him

When Adam, peace be upon him, was given the one
hundred traits and it was said to him, “This is a troop of
Allah’s troops, use them against your enemy, Iblis.” Iblis
asked his Lord to give him their opposites so that he might
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fight him with them. He was granted them, and so he made
desire a king and made what was given to him subservient
to it, and helpers and soldiers, just as he made the intellect
what was given to him soldiers and helpers. They are dis-
belief, ignorance, arrogance, envy, malice, hardness, decep-
tion, cheating, resentment, betrayal, hostility, lying,
falsehood, slander, stinginess, evil, tale-bearing, backbiting,
anger, cowardice, flattery, hypocrisy, reputation, doubt, as-
sociation, inclination, innovation, misguidance, obscurity,
trickery, vanity, tyranny, oppression, desire, stupidity, lack
of care, frivolity, recklessness, playing, nonsense, amuse-
ment, distraction, heedlessness, pleasure in the world, hap-
piness in the world, haste, harshness, hardness, harshness,
violence, pride, arrogance, pride in the world, vanity, tyr-
anny, confusion, laziness, heaviness, weakness, delay, bore-
dom, error, forgetfulness, lust, delusion, eagerness, mis-
chief, hope, falsehood, resentment, wandering, foolishness,
laughter, stupidity, despair, ingratitude, seeking forgiveness,
love of the world, extravagance, praising people, praise,
suspicion, forbidden, adornment, eagerness, obscenity,
hardness, greed, wickedness, luxury, despair, foolishness,
extravagance, imagination, fun, wishful thinking, tyranny,
chivalry, spying, wrong, doubt, complaint, swearing, stub-
bornness. These are the soldiers that were given and they
are a hundred traits of the traits of passion that follow him
and they are helpers to Adam’s traits. So, the enemy of gno-
sis is ignorance, the enemy of gnosis is burning, the enemy
of intellect is desire, the enemy of action is laziness, the
enemy of gentleness is harshness, the enemy of deliberation
is haste, the enemy of certainty is doubt, the enemy of piety
is obscenity, the enemy of gratitude is ingratitude, the
enemy of truth is lying, the enemy of patience is despair,
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the enemy of kindness is violence, the enemy of correctness
is error, the enemy of remembrance is forgetfulness. Then
on this characteristic to the end of it. Whenever a human
uses a trait from those traits, passion reveals a trait from
its traits to fight it, perhaps he will overpower it. This is the
description of the traits and their clarification.

We return to what we were discussing regarding the
heart, the soul, the breast, and their encampment. The heart
has seven cities, each within the other, with their walls,
doors, and curtains, and the king is in its furthest part,
which is the core (_LUI) with his soldiers. The breast is a
great city around which is a passage that contains the cities,
councils, army, and assistant. The intellect has its source in
the brain and its dwelling in the breast with its soldiers
and its modesty, and it is the governor of the king, by which
I mean gnosis. The soul is two great cities; one of them
is within the other, one of them is inward, and the other
is outward.

As for the inward one, it is a battlefield, and the other
follows the one who has dominance and authority and has
taken control. In it resides the dweller, which is al-khannas
(the retreating whisperer), and its scout collecting news,
which is the spy, meaning the whisperer. The ruin of the
person comes from these two, and from it is Allah’s saying,
“From the mischief of the Whisperer (of Evil), who with-
draws (after his whisper), who whispers into the hearts of
Mankind, among Jinn and among men.” (Qur’an 114:4-6),
as we described all of this in its appropriate place. The
bodily faculties are villages around it, and each of them has
a worker. If the enemy is overcome, subdued, and the desire
is imprisoned, then the king, which is gnosis, is in ongoing
authority, dominion, awe, perfection, and his command is
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effective, obeyed, appreciated, and his dignity and honour
illuminating, and the light of majesty has radiated from him
to the furthest parts of the city and its villages. The city,
with all that it contains, becomes a paradise of delight, the
eye of the heart, and the cities around it are settled and tran-
quil. The cloud of desire, the obscurity of misguidance, and
the smoke of lust have been dispelled from them. The
worker is in dignity, honour, splendour, and elevated, il-
luminating, and the light of the subject and obedience, and
the light of joy has radiated from him to the furthest parts
of the cities and their villages. The villages are tranquil,
settled, and the workers in them are obedient. The subjects
are in comfort and wealth, and al-kbhannas is subdued, the
whisperer is restrained, and the desire is imprisoned, and
the cursed one is humiliated and restricted.

However, if the enemy overpowers it and forcibly takes
it, appoints a commander over it, and the soldiers enter
with their commander and their entourage with his dark-
ness, defilement, lust, entertainment, falsehoods, deception,
baseness, stench, smoke, and his cloud, the soul, which is
desire, strengthens, revives, and is freed from prison and
shackles. It is marshalled and a worker is assigned to it, and
workers to the villages, and his kingdom is established until
he takes the dwelling of the intellect and its place of judg-
ment. The intellect then confronts him with its soldiers, and
the war is set up between them, and a black tempest and
dark smoke rise between them from the stench of desire and
its darkness. It darkens the intellect and its dwelling, which
is the breast, and the king and those with him from the sol-
diers become obscured by its darkness and smoke. But there
were two possibilities, either the overpowering was the
enemy over the person, or the overpowering was the person
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over the enemy. When the overpowering was the enemy
over the person, the intellect with its troops was defeated
due to the intense darkness, stench, and smoke, weakened
and humiliated. It abandoned its station and turned to its
king, the knowledge, with its troops seeking help, terrified,
and left the battlefields and stations, which is the breast.
The enemy’s men and knights jumped into the breast, cap-
tured it, settled within, and the command was the enemy’s
command, his authority was influential, his order was
obeyed and appreciated. The cities were calm and obedient,
the villages were praised and satisfied, the subjects were
compliant, the workers in deprivation, the enemy was re-
joicing, and Iblis was pleased and proud. The king and the
kingdom’s king, which is the intellect and gnosis, and their
troops and entourage, were veiled, imprisoned, subdued,
and humiliated. Their command and authority did not pass
beyond the confines of the city, which is the heart. The king,
distressed by this, became saddened and alienated. He con-
tracted and retreated, and from the heart, a portion of its
light was revealed in proportion to the contraction and re-
treat. This place in the heart became devoid of light, and
the more daring the enemy’s authority and the more effec-
tive his command, the darker the breast became. The darker
the breast, the sadder and more alienated the king became.
The more alienated the king, the stronger his contraction
and retreat, and the weaker his authority of light, the
sadder the heart became, and the more devoid of light it
was. This is because the light cannot reach around the heart
and corners of its light due to his contraction and the weak-
ness of his light due to his alienation.

Do you not see the lamp in a large house? The stronger
the authority of the lamp, the brighter, lighter, and more
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radiant the house’s light is, reaching the corners and pen-
etrating the cracks. The weaker its authority, the weaker its
light, not because it contracts, but because the light has
weakened. It does not have the authority to radiate due to
its alienation and the darkness of its smoke on the breasts
and the door of the heart. If he stays long in this state while
being imprisoned, veiled, and hidden, his light’s authority
withdrawn, the clouds of the enemy troops and their smoke
veiling him, the city, which is the heart, would become sick.
This is because it has become like a squeezed sponge, de-
prived of water, its trees have dried up, and its colours have
changed. It remains ill and sick until it dies. Of this is
Allah’s saying, Most Mighty and Majestic, “By no means!
but on their hearts is the stain of the ill which they do!”
(Qur’an 83:14). Sin upon sin until the heart dies. That is,
when the enemy is dominant over the cities, the command
is his, and the subjects are obedient. Whenever an order is
obeyed, it becomes like a layer of dirt on the heart, that is,
a portion of the king’s light recedes from the heart and
contracts. When the contraction stops, the water is with-
held. When water is withheld from the city, hardship and
dryness appear in its colours and trees, until when this pro-
longs and becomes frequent, the heart dies, meaning the
city is destroyed and its trees have completely dried up. This
is because the spirit is the life of the soul, and light is the
life of the heart. When the spirit weakens, the body weak-
ens. Do you not see when a person sleeps or falls ill or loses
consciousness, they cannot move or stand, even though the
spirit is still in them? Similarly, when the authority of the
light recedes and contracts, the heart weakens and dries up
until it dies. And just like a tree, when water is withheld
from it, it falls ill until it withers. The light is to the heart
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what water is to the earth and the spirit is to the body.
From this, Prophet John, peace be upon him, was named,
for he did not sin nor intended to sin. This is because he
did not perform any act that would cast darkness upon him
and veil him, so gnosis would feel lost to him, contract, and
its light would recede and be withheld, and the heart would
become devoid of its share of light, and that place would
dry up. From this is His, the Most High’s, saying, “That it
may give admonition to any (who are) alive, and that the
charge may be proved against those who reject Truth.”
(Qur’an 36:70) That is, whose heart is living, all of it with
the light of gnosis, it recedes upon him, there is no one who
veils his light or darkens upon him, “So when that pro-
longs”, it recedes from the heart, its share of light.
Returning to where we were, if this situation prolongs
for the king, he complains to Allah about the duration of
what he endures. Either Allah will support him until the
enemy is defeated, he prevails over his supporters, and over-
powers his troops, or He may get angry and curse. When
He gets angry, one of four things must happen: either He
deprives him of gnosis and locks his heart, or He places a
seal on him, or He makes him go astray, or He places a final
seal on him. From this is His, the Most High’s, saying, “...
or are their bearts locked up by them.” (Qur’an 47:24), His
saying, “So a seal was set on their hearts” (Qur’an 63:3),
His saying, “They say, ‘Our hearts are the wrappings’
(Qur’an 2:88), and His saying, “Allab hath set a seal on
their bearts and on their hearing” (Qur’an 2:7). The harsh-
est of them is the final seal. If gnosis is taken away, just as
the body is a mould for the spirit, the body is talking, hear-
ing, and seeing. But when the spirit leaves, it becomes deaf,
blind, and mute. The heart, when devoid of gnosis, becomes
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blind, deaf, and mute. From this is His saying, “Deaf,
dumb, and blind, they are void of wisdom.” (Qur’an
2:171). The heart has two types of death: the death when
the light departs, and the death when the authority of the
light weakens gnosis, as we mentioned. We seek refuge in
Allah from forsaking and ask Allah to support us against
our enemy with a mighty victory, and to make him humili-
ated and defeated, as he is confined and expelled; and for
us to take him as an enemy as he is an enemy, and for us to
take heed and remember by what our Lord admonished us
and warned us in His revelation. He said, “Verily Satan is
an enemy to you: so treat him as an enemy.” (Qur’an 35:6),
He said, “O you who believe! Take not my enemies and
yours as friends or protectors—offering them your love.”
(Qur’an 60:1), He said, “...that you should not worship
Satan; for that he was to you an enemy avowed?—And that
you should worship Me.” (Qur’an 36:60-61), He said, “So
do not let the life of this world deceive you, and do not let
the Deceiver deceive you concerning Allah.” (Qur’an 31:
33), He said, “And Satan will say when the matter is de-
cided, “It was Allab Who gave you a promise of Truth: I
too promised, but I betrayed you.” (Qur’an 14:22), He
said, “The Evil one threatens you with poverty and bids
you to conduct unseemly. Allab promises you His forgive-
ness” (Qur’an 2:268). We ask Allah to make us among the
people of His forgiveness and His promise. He is a generous
King and a great God. There is no power nor strength ex-
cept in Allah.

Allah, Glorified and Exalted, says, “From the land that
is clean and good, by the will of its Cherisher, springs up
produce, (rich) after its kind: but from the land that is bad,
springs up nothing but that which is niggardly” (Qur’an
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7:58). The “good land” refers to the contented self, wherein
the waters of mercy and the king, with his aides, have do-
minion, overcoming Iblis. The vegetation and fruits repre-
sent the virtuous deeds. The verse, “but from the land that
is bad, springs up nothing but that which is niggardly”
refers to when the “bad land”, overcome by the salt marsh
and Iblis, can bear no fruits, that is, no actions, except with
hardship. The heart is the dwelling place of the waters of
mercy, the source of the nourishing light of tenderness and
understanding. The soul is the land which brings forth, with
the limbs and the trees, and what comes forth from the
limbs of virtuous actions are the fruits. So whenever the salt
marsh within it is dissolved and vanished, its rivers run with
its waters from the dwelling place to its trees, and from the
dwelling place to the city, which is the soul. There are seven
rivers, and on each river there are a myriad of others, small
and large. He was asked, “What is this salt marsh that you
mentioned?” He said, “It remains half in its place, if Allah
wills. If the rivers run clear, the city, the soul, is tranquil,
good, and contented, and the king therein is a joyful and
glad prince. The trees are lush, joyful, modest, and flour-
ishing, yielding their fruit every time, by the command of
their Lord. The eating, and the fruits.” When the salt marsh
appears in its rivers and overwhelms them, the water
mingles with it. If the water does not run in its rivers and
the trees are sucked dry, their colours change and they
shrivel and their leaves turn yellow, scatter, and lose their
tenderness and lushness. They do not yield fruits except
with hardship and strain. What they do produce comes
forth from bitter, sour, and sweet due to the overwhelming
salt marsh and its mingling with the waters of mercy. If
this continues and lasts, all the waters become troubled,
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disappear, and melt away from that draught. Its veins are
ruined, the trees are overwhelmed and withered at their
roots, they do not bear fruit, they do not come forth, they
do not leaf. At such a time, the Majestic one is angered, and
the waters are denied from it, and the mouths of the heart’s
rivers are blocked. They do not let the water run to the city,
nor do they provide it, and the city, with all that is within
it, is ruined and dies. Then the waters of mercy are taken
away from the heart, and it hardens and dies, the heart be-
comes sorrowful, the soul is ruined, the trees wither, and it
becomes as Allah, Exalted, said, “We cursed them, and
made their bearts grow hard; they change the words from
their right places” (Qur’an 5:13). And it is said that when
the heart dies, the soul dies, and the trees wither, they bear
the thorns of disbelief and idolatry, for the salt marsh is the
origin of the soul, its essence, and its creation. It is the de-
sire, the “desire of disbelief”, as it is from the abyss. When
the waters of mercy are removed from their dwelling and
are stripped away, disbelief takes its place. Thus, the rivers
run with the waters of disbelief, and its irrigation comes
from the waters of disbelief. When the waters run from the
waters of disbelief, its trees become entangled and bear the
fruits of disbelief and idolatry, just as Allah said, “From the
land that is clean and good, by the will of its Cherisher,
springs up produce, (rich) after its kind: but from the land
that is bad, springs up nothing but that which is niggardly”
(Qur’an 7:58). The “good land”, the soul, when it is over-
come by the waters of mercy and its rivers, becomes a liv-
ing, good land, and its trees become lush, tender, modest,
and flourishing. That which is bad, that is, it becomes bad
by the predominance of the salt marsh in its rivers, and
its trees become entangled when the waters of mercy are
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removed, stripped away, and disbelief takes their place. He
was asked, “And what is the origin of the salt marsh and
the desert, and how is it the origin of its creation, and its
matter appears and it dominates over the water in its rivers,
explain to us, may Allah have mercy on you.” He said that
the soul is dualistic, having both an internal aspect and an
external one. The origin of the internal soul is from the
foothold of Satan, under his foot and influence. As for the
external soul, it is from his step, between his foothold, and
it extends from the internal soul. When the creation is the
foundation and the proof, it is like the external standing
entity, and the external entity is created upon it, composed
and separated within it. When the Accursed one recognized
all this from the soul of Adam, peace be upon him, he knew
that he would prevail over him if he resorted to that, as he
found his share in him standing. So, when he was ordered
to prostrate, he looked and found what he shared in Adam,
which is the soul, and so he refused and was arrogant, and
he found that in his soul, from his soul. So, they agreed, re-
fused, and was arrogant, so he was cursed and expelled.
When Adam, peace be upon him, was placed in paradise,
the Accursed one pondered his situation and Adam’s. When
he considered who was at his side, Iblis was filled with a
deluge of envy. This envy produced a froth and extended,
causing valleys of it to flood towards him. He sipped from
that by analogy and trickery, with the aim of depriving
Adam, peace be upon him, of the bliss he had received and
stripping him of that dignity, and destroying him. He took
advantage of the tree that Allah had forbidden Adam, peace
be upon him, and he schemed until he found an opportun-
ity for his scheme. So, when he said to Adam, peace be
upon him, what he said, and gestured to him to eat, Adam,
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peace be upon him, contemplated within himself. Waters
of light, mercy, illumination, and knowledge surged from
him and extended. From this, Adam, peace be upon him,
drew wisdom, insight, and foresight by considering what
was indicated and refraining from it. Sometimes he tended
towards acceptance, and other times towards refusal.
Adam, peace be upon him, deliberated on this, but the Ac-
cursed one was quick to deceive, asserting what came upon
Adam’s heart from proximity, as that was from the internal
soul, which is from the foothold of the Accursed one. He
incited him to it, urged him to it, and rejected what came
upon his heart from restraint, because that which pro-
hibited him was the wisdom and knowledge, while what
urged him to take it was from the internal soul in accord-
ance with the Accursed one. Iblis asked his Lord to give him
authority so that he could stream through him like blood
in his veins. So, He gave him what he asked, as his foothold
in Adam, peace be upon him, was established, which is the
soul. He asked his Lord for the stream in his invocation and
the way to his share, which was the origin of Adam’s cre-
ation, peace be upon him. Since he was created from the
imprint of the foot’s dust and his foothold, this came to be
an inheritance in his offspring. So, it runs through them as
blood runs, and because of this, the shedding of blood was
forbidden due to the course of the accursed one and the
blood running in one stream through the veins. That is, the
Accursed one inhibits, and the good blood is hindered in
the good veins due to its impurity from running together in
a single stream. If the Accursed one, or one of his minions,
wishes to approach the son of Adam, the inward soul smells
his scent and recognizes him. As he approaches, it feels his
presence and knows that he is near. It rejoices, delights, and
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yearns for him, as some part of it meets some part of him,
love meeting love. It exults at the sight of him, rejoices in
meeting him, thrills at his approach, expands, and is de-
lighted. The devil enters and runs in the veins, and sweats
from the intensity of joy, delight, and the rush in the narrow
passages. His sweat mixes with the waters of mercy that
run in the veins, and his impurity tarnishes the passages
of his veins. The waters and blood are muddied by his im-
purity, sweat, flow, cloudiness, smoke, agitation, darkness,
and increase, which spreads. The more persistently and
smoothly he streams within them, the more the veins with
their waters of mercy become cloudier and heavier, until
they become muddy and boil, overflowing from the river-
banks, which are the veins. If this continues for a while,
they foam, redden, become muddy, and the muddiness and
weight overflow, blocking the mouth of the passageways,
bursting from the excess muddiness, the secretions, and the
foam, and the veins become coarse. The water cannot find
its way to the stream, so the waters stagnate in them. When
they stagnate, the waters gather and overflow over the
banks, reaching the muck and the foam on the bank, and
mixing with it. If this continues and persists, the blisters
and blockages break from the abundance of water and the
veins rupture, eliminating their depressed indentations,
muddiness, and impurity. When they stream to the trees,
the leaves turn yellow and the trees wither. “And the fresh
and tender shoots shrivelled, contracted, and the fruits
withdrew.” And the sweet, good things passed, the deli-
cious ones spoiled, the flourishing and worthy withered,
and the trees groaned from what was in them of the domin-
ion of desire and disbelief. This is because if this persists
within them for long without their caretaker addressing
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their improvement by striving to expel and drive away the
Accursed, the Majestic, Glorious One’s wrath is incurred
upon him, and so he is deprived of the water of mercy and
the light of gnosis, and in their place disbelief is substituted.
Thus, the waters of disbelief and desire flow with the Ac-
cursed in the canals. So when it flows to the trees, the trees
groan from the dominion of disbelief and bear the fruits
of evil deeds. The benefits emerge only reluctantly, as
Allah, the Exalted, stated, “...but from the land that is bad,
springs up nothing but that which is niggardly” (Qur’an
7:58). It was asked if the trees that grudgingly produce
the benefits and good fruits also emerge. It was said, indeed,

do not you see the disbeliever and the good deeds that
befall him?
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