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About the Author

He is Abu Al-Abbas Ahmad ibn Muhammad, popularly
known as Ibn Al-Areef. He was a teacher, mentor, refined
scholar, and Sufi who hailed from the Sanhaja confeder-
ation of Berbers.






Preamble

I sought guidance from Allah the Exalted in compiling a
collection of beautiful anecdotes from the people of inspi-
ration that eases the difficulties of the path for the aspirant,
fortifies the buttresses of truthfulness and fulfillment of the
ones sought, and tasks those who hear them to the limit in
pursuit of the very limits. These include statements I have
taken from their sources as well as those which Allah has
conferred upon me from His treasuries.

I have named this collection The Ornaments of Gath-
erings, such that he who sees himself worthy of admonition
may adorn himself with it and embellish his gatherings with
the slightest portion of it, for it is a network of hearts, a
courtesy to dear friends, and a collection of gifts of the
heart from the treasuries of worlds unseen. May Allah
benefit those who listen to it, read it, and those who love
Him on account of it—out of His largesse and mercy. May
Allah confer blessings upon our master Muhammad, his
kinsfolk, and his issue.






PART I

TERMINOLOGY AND CONCEPTS
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PART I

TERMINOLOGY AND CONCEPTS

e
FAMILIARITY AND KNOWLEDGE

Familiarity with the Divine is my destination, and knowl-
edge is my authority. A man of knowledge seeks me out,
while a man familiar with the Divine infers from me. Thus,
men of knowledge are for me, while men of familiarity are
through me.

Worshippers adhere to works, aspirants to spiritual
states, and men of familiarity to resolve. The Supremely
Real supports all of this, there being no relation between
Him and His worshippers but His providence, no cause but
His judgment, and no time but His pre-eternity. Everything
else is blindness and deception. This is because works are
for rewards, states for saintly miracles, and resolve for ar-
rival at the Divine.

The Supremely Real is only seen when all vestiges have
vanished. In contrast, a spiritual allusion is a scream from
atop a distant peak and a disclosure of circumstance itself.
Knowledge is as effective to hearts as worldly means are to
matters unknown. Everything other than The Supremely
Real is a veil that obscures Him.

Were it not for the darkness of the cosmos, the light of
the unseen would be manifest. Were it not for the soul’s
temptation, veils would be lifted. Were it not for attach-
ments, the true state of affairs would be disclosed. Were it



not for circumstances, Divine power would come to the
forefront. Were it not for artificiality, familiarity with the
Divine would be transparent. Were it not for greed, love of
the Divine would take root. Were it not for abiding fortune,
longing for the Divine would burn souls. Were it not for
the slave, the Lord would be witnessed. However, when the
veil is lifted by terminating these (secondary) causes, and
obstacles are eliminated by severing these attachments, then
this shall come to pass:

A secret long withheld has been revealed,

And morning looms—you’d been its darkened shield.
You are your heart’s own veil from things concealed,
If not for you, your heart would not be sealed.
Withdraw from it—He’ll settle down and pitch

His tents, unveiling well-kept secrets, rich.

And here come words from which no soul shall tire:
Delightful prose be they, or verse inspired.

A
ASPIRATION

Spiritual aspiration is the finery of common Muslims. It
means to make Allah the Exalted one’s sole endeavour and
to pursue this earnestly. As regards the path of the elite, this
is a shortcoming, a dissolution, and a return to (secondary)
causes and to the ego. This is because the slave’s aspiration
is none other than his fancy, which is the mainstay of pre-
tension. In contrast, consolidation and ecstasy are only
found in what is sought of the slave from Allah, not in what
he seeks. Allah the Exalted says: ‘...and if He desires good
for you, there is none who can repel His bounty. ...
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(Yunus, 10:107) Thus, such a person’s aspiration is wha-
tever the shari’ah requires of him, and his choice is wha-
tever the shari’ah chooses for him. A slave has no choice
before his Lord and Master, nor has he any will before His
will, as expressed through His legislation. It has been said:

His union’s what I seek;
He wills I stay away.

I leave what I have sought
In deference to His say.

It has been reported that a sheikh said:

The Supremely Real brought me before Him and
asked: ‘Is it gifts that you seek?’ I said: ‘No.” He
asked: “Then is it exquisite matters that you seek?’ I
said: ‘No.” He asked: ‘Then what is it that you seek?’
I said: ‘I seek not to seek, for my seeking is worthless
on account of my ignorance in every way, but You,
O Lord, are knowledgeable in every way. Thus,
choose for me what You know to be best and do not
bring about my destruction through my own choice
and planning.’

Allah the Exalted says: ‘And your Lord creates whatever
He will and chooses. They, the idolaters, do not have the
choice. ... (Al-Qasas, 28:68)

According to Abu Yazeed .:

I rode the vessel of truthfulness until I reached the

level of passion. Then I rode the vessel of longing
until I reached the heavens. Then I rode the vessel of
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love until I reached the Lote Tree of the Ultimate
Boundary. I was then invoked: ‘O Abu Yazeed, what
do you seek?’ I'said: ‘I seek not to seek, for [ am what
is sought, and You are He Who seeks.’

Thus, proper aspiration is to sacrifice everything one has
and expend all of one’s energy while avoiding making choi-
ces, and tranquilly accepting the ebbs and flows of fate.
Such a person is like a corpse before a mortician, who turns
him as he pleases. It has been said:

My heart rejects all but Umm Amr, for she’s

Its confidante in visits, when away:

A foe to her foes, friends with whom she’s pleased,
Loving and near to those drawn near her sway.

A
NONATTACHMENT

As for nonattachment, it too is for common Muslims, for it
is to deny the ego its pleasures, to restrain it after dividing
what was whole, to seek neither the absent nor gratuitous
desires, to oppose one’s whims, and to abandon all un-
necessary things. This is a shortcoming with regards to the
path of the elite because it is a glorification of this world, a
restriction of its dimensions, and a torture of the outward by
abandoning this world while the inward is still attached.
Being concerned with this world is the very essence of what
it means to return to oneself, waste one’s time in strug-
gling against the ego and witnessing the senses, and keep
the company of one’s greedy self. Have you not considered

the Word of Allah the Exalted: “That is the Abode of the
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Hereafter which We shall grant to those who do not desire
to be haughty in the earth, nor [to cause| corruption. ...” (Al-
Qasas, 28:83) Furthermore, have you considered what He
said to whom He had given the world in its entirety: ‘This is
Our gift. So bestow or withhold without any reckoning.’
(Sad, 38:39), whence He strengthened his interior from wit-
nessing it and his exterior from being attached to it.

In reality, nonattachment is directing the heart’s wishes
towards Him, attaching one’s determination to Him, and
busying oneself with Him to the exclusion of all else, such
that He is the One Who terminates these (secondary) causes
on behalf of you. It is further to be with Him like a month-
old child with his mother, lacking any will or judgment be-
fore her. It is related that a particular aspirant asked a
particular sheikh: ‘O sheikh, what do you use to repel Satan
when his misgivings cause you grief?” The sheikh said: ‘I do
not know Satan so as to repel him. We have directed our
ambitions to Him and have filled our hearts with His re-
membrance, so He spared us from everything other than
Him.” To this end, it has been said:

I veiled myself beneath His wing’s great shade.

I see my days, but they do not see me.

So ask these days my name, and they’ll know not,
Or where I am, for ’'m where they can’t see.

A
TRUST IN ALLAH

As for trust in Allah, it too is for common Muslims, as it is
to commission your affairs to your master and to resort to

His knowledge and graciousness in order that He command
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your affairs and spare you your grief. With regards to the
path of the elite, this is blindness and a return to (second-
ary) causes. This is because by abandoning (secondary)
causes and clinging to trust in Allah, it becomes a substitute
for such (secondary) causes. Thus, it is as if you are at-
tached to what you have abandoned due to your conviction
that you are disengaged from it.

According to the Sufis, the reality of trust in Allah is to
trust that Allah will free the heart from the weakness found
therein. In other words, it is to know that Allah the Exalted
has not neglected anything. Rather, He settled and ordained
all matters. Thus, when a rational matter is controversial,
a physical matter is muddled, or a conventional matter is
in disarray, it is He who is the planner, and He is respon-
sible for driving measures to their appointed times and
places.

Thus, one who trusts in Allah is one who relieves himself
from the toils of contemplation and of studying (secondary)
causes, is reassured by foreordained destiny and is indiffer-
ent to either outcome. This entails his knowing that pursuit
does not provide, and trust in Allah does not withhold, for
Allah fulfills His command.

Whenever one seeks compensation for his trust in Allah,
his trust is thereby tainted, and his endeavour is thereby
flawed. When he is freed from the bondage of these (sec-
ondary) causes, and there is nothing to his trust but giving
Allah the Exalted his unadulterated right over him, Allah
suffices him in every weighty matter.

It is narrated that one day Moses 2 settled with his flock
of sheep in a wolf-infested valley. Exhausted, he was at a
loss, for he was unable to guard his sheep due to the over-
whelming need to sleep and his fatigue. On the other hand,
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were he to seek rest and repose in sleep, the wolves would
wreak havoc upon his flock. He glanced towards heaven
and said: ‘Your knowledge is encompassing, Your will is
effective, and Your decree is foreordained.” He then put his
head down to sleep. When he awoke, he found that a wolf
had placed his staff upon its shoulder and was tending his
flock. Moses was astonished by this, whereupon Allah &
revealed to him: ‘O Moses, be for Me as I desire, and I will
be for you as you desire.’

It is narrated that locusts descended upon crops belong-
ing to Rabi’ah Al-Adawiyyah. When the news reached her,
she found that the locusts had already occupied the crops.
She glanced towards heaven and said: ‘My deity, You have
taken my sustenance upon Yourself, so if You desire, feed
these here crops of mine to Your enemies; or if You desire,
feed them to Your saints.” Upon this, the locusts all flew
away. It has been said:

If you desire that you and I should be content,

And rule the reins and skies of life together spent,
Then see the world through my two eyes and hear
With my two ears, and with my tongue, here speak,
my dear.

b1/
PATIENCE

As for patience, it too is for common Muslims. This is be-
cause patience is holding the ego captive to what it finds

" Here translated as, ‘patience’, the Arabic word sabr includes the mean-
ings of perseverance, endurance, constancy, and fortitude.
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reprehensible, restraining the tongue from complaining
about it, enduring its chokeholds in bearing with it, and
awaiting release after its completion. According to the path
of the elite, this is endurance, resistance, daring, and dis-
sension. This is because the upshot of it is based on sup-
pressing complaints while enduring the pains of misfortune.
According to the Sufis, the reality of it is to abandon com-
plaining by savouring misfortune and rejoicing in the Lord’s
choosing.

It is said that it consists of three consecutive levels. The
first level is to endure patiently, which is bearing difficulties
and suffering through choking agony while remaining
steadfast before the slings of Divine judgment. This is being
patient for the sake of Allah, and it is the patience of com-
mon Muslims.

The second is patience. It is a type of ease that alleviates
some of the unfortunate’s burden and eases the difficulty of
what befalls him. This is patience through Allah, and it is
the patience of aspirants.

The third is perseverance. It is to savour misfortune and
to rejoice in the Lord’s choosing. This is patience with
Allah, and it is the patience of those familiar with Him.

Regarding the statement of Job sa: ‘...Indeed harm has
befallen me...” (Al-Anbiya’, 21:83), it is said that every sore
on his body had provided a portion of affliction, that he
had taken a liking to his affliction, and that he savoured it
in the way that those alien to it savour good fortune. One
day, when a worm had fallen from its place and he no
longer felt its effect, he said: ‘Indeed harm has befallen me
due to a loss of what You had graced me with in terms of
the garb of Your prophets and saints, and in terms of the
affliction that You made me fit to bear.” This is because The
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Supremely Real graces with misfortune and tries with good
fortune. Long ago, it was said:

Have you heard this lover’s tale;

Sick of heart, though he is well?

Torture pleases him—it’s true!

Pleasure pains him, through and through!

Another said:

I’ve courted gauntness till it grew on me
Were it to leave my form, my limbs would weep.

It is said that one day, when Rabi’ah was out with a
group of her companions to fulfill a need, she hit her head
against the corner of a wall and fractured her head, thereby
bruising it. The blood flowed over her face, clothing and
body, despite which she paid no attention nor took heed.
One of her companions asked her: ‘Do you not feel what
has happened to you, and that your face and clothing are
dyed in blood?” She turned to them in amazement, as
though she had just been alerted from a state of negligence.
Then she turned to them as if apologising for her negligence
and said: ‘O my brothers, savouring my compliance to His
will regarding what had happened kept me from noticing
the state that you had witnessed.’

b1/
SORROW

As for sorrow, it is one of the way stations of common
Muslims. It is to forfeit delight and maintain the melancholy
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of regret over what has eluded one or over the pain of falling
into the prohibited. The reason it is among the stations
of common Muslims is because it entails forgetting bene-
volence and maintaining a temperament of bondage. As
for the ways of the elite, it is considered a veil. This is
because familiarity with Allah & provides light that clears
up all darkness and delight that erases all distress, so *
in that let them rejoice: it is better than what they hoard.’
(Yunus, 10:58)

It has been said that Allah the Exalted revealed to David
#: ‘Rejoice in Me, savour My remembrance, and take pride
in My familiarity, for soon I shall empty the abode of the
godless and release my curse upon the wrongdoers.’ It has
also been said that one day, Utbah, the servant, entered Ra-
bi’ah al-Adawiyyah’s quarters strutting and donning a new
garment, in contrast to his customary practice. She told
him: ‘O Utbah, what is this haughtiness and conceit that I
have not witnessed in your character prior to today?’
He said: ‘O Rabi’ah, who is worthier of this than I, given
that I have awoken having a master and being His slave?’
Regarding this matter, a poet has said:

The agony of ardour’s driven me

Towards You, so I swing from left to right.
Your mention makes me sway most lovingly
Just like an unleashed captive takes to flight.

A
FEAR

As for fear, it is one of the way stations of common Mus-
lims, for it is to forfeit delight and remain in a state of grief,
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of vigilance from the Divine threat, and precaution regard-
ing the assault of punishment.> It is of the way stations of
common Muslims, for fear is not among the way stations
of the elite. This is because it does not befit a slave to wor-
ship his Master while feeling estranged from His gaze and
averse to His intimacy upon remembering Him. Allah the
Exalted says: ‘You will see the wrongdoers apprebensive
because of what they had earned; and it will surely befall
them...”. (Al-Shura, 42:22)

As for the people of specialisation, they deem His threat
a promise, and torment for His sake pleasant. This is be-
cause they perceive the Sender of misfortune in misfortune,
and the Tormenter in torment. Thus, they vanish and are
non-existent regarding what they witness. To this end,
they say:

Sickness in love is health to me;

Presence in passion is my nullity;

If You consent to torture me,

That’s sweeter still than all prosperity.
No love-borne harm thus brought to me,
I swear to God, will bring me agony.

A particular individual was so overcome by ecstasy that
he exceeded the limits and asked for comfort in torment,
whereas most of our beloveds asked for amnesty from it.
This person, who some say was Abu Yazeed, said:

> Here, Ibn Al-Areef addresses the fear of common Muslims. In the last
paragraph of this section preceding the poetry, the author describes how
fear is sublimated into awe among the elite. In a later section titled, What
is Required of the Slaves of Allab, he mentions fear as one of the four
qualities that every slave of Allah must possess.
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I seek You, Lord, not seeking a reward.

I seek You seeking punishment, my Lord.
My every wish has been fulfilled aside
From tasting torment’s passion deep inside.

Whoever is entrenched in witnessing the Divine, roam-
ing freely on the carpets of intimacy, no longer has any rec-
ognition of fear. This is because witnessing the Divine
necessitates intimacy, whereas fear necessitates constriction.

It is said that Shibli £ saw a group of people gathered
around a young man who had been lain down and flogged
one hundred lashes. The young man did not feel pain, call
out for help, or utter anything, despite being gaunt and of
slight build. Thereafter, he was flogged a single time, upon
which he called out for help, screamed, and felt pain. He
was then released. Shibli was amazed at what had hap-
pened, so he followed him briefly and then said to him:
“You! I am amazed at the strength of your patience despite
the weakness of your body!” The young man said: ‘O
sheikh, it is convictions that bear tribulations, not bodies.’
The sheikh told him: ‘T saw you bearing a hundred lashes
patiently but unable to bear the last one, so I go worried.’
He said: ‘My brother, the eye on behalf of which I was pun-
ished was gazing at me during the hundred lashes. As such,
I savoured what was happening to me, because I was en-
trenched in witnessing it. As for the final lash, I remained
with my ego, so I felt the pain.’

Regarding the Word of Allah: ... And as for the dis-
believers, for them there will be a severe chastisement’ (Al-
Shura, 42:26), it has been said that the Divine address
indicates that believers may also be chastised, but it is not
severe. The reason that the disbelievers’ chastisement is
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severe is because they do not witness the One chastising
them in it. Chastisement while witnessing the One chastis-
ing is pleasant, whereas a reward in a state of obliviousness
to the One providing it is difficult. As a poet said: ‘No in-
jury You’re pleased with causes pain.’

Fear is among the way stations of common Muslims.
Rather, the elite possess awe, which is the farthest degree
towards which fear aims. This is because fear dissipates
with pardon and security. Furthermore, the highest degree
of fear is a person’s fear of punishment. When he feels se-
cure from it, fear disappears. On the contrary, awe never
disappears, because it is the lofty Lord’s due by virtue of
His exaltation and majesty, which are His eternal attrib-
utes. This awe contends with those who have been given
disclosure during their intimate conversations with the Di-
vine, protects those who witness the Divine during their
night vigils, and shatters those who look directly upon the
Divine with the jolt of glory. One such person said:

I long for Him, but when He does appear,

I bow my head in veneration then,

In awe of Him, not out of simple fear,

And that I might preserve His Beauteousness.
Enduringly, I turn away from Him

While wishing for His apparition dear.

b1/
HOPE

As for hope, it is among the way stations of common
Muslims. It is to wait for what is absent and seek what is
missing. It is among the weakest of the way stations of the
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Sufis in this regard, because from one perspective, it is an
objection, and from another, it is resisting. It is to fall into
frivolity, and it has but one benefit that Revelation has pro-
nounced. Allah the Exalted says: ‘...those have hope of
God’s compassion...” (Al-Bagarah, 2:218), by which He
meant as compensation in terms of the reward for striving.
Allah also says: ‘Whoever expects to encounter God,
[should know that] God’s [appointed] term will indeed
come. And He is the Hearer, the Knower.” (Al-Ankabut,
29:5) The Sunnah also mentions hope as having benefit,
which is to cool the heat of fear, lest it lead one to hope-
lessness and despair. Thus, it is medicine for the illness of
fear, with which only common Muslims of this group are
subject.

As for the elite, to them, hope is to grieve, await a re-
ward, and be blind. This is because, with respect to his
Lord, the slave is on the road of kindness and gentleness,
drowning in the sea of generosity and tenderness, and under
the torrent of beneficence submerged. What he has wit-
nessed from his Lord has left him with no room to demand
more, nor has even more of what he has seen from his Lord
in both worlds been disclosed to him. Thus, hope is a weak-
ness, a tether, lassitude, a defect, and a blemish with respect
to love. Allah the Exalted says: ‘Is it a calumny—gods other
than God—that you desire?’ (Al-Saffat, 27:86) His exis-
tence, generosity, and seeing Him have not left them any
objective; His existence has not left them any hope; nor has
love of Him left any vestige of anything in either world.
Allah the Exalted says: ‘Have you not seen your Lord, how
He extends the [twilight] shadows? ...” (Al-Furgan, 25:45)
He also says: “...No secret conversation of three takes place
but He is their fourth [companion]...” (Al-Mujadilah, 58:7)
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A particular individual was asked: “What is the purpose
of one familiar with Allah?’ He said: “The perpetuity of the
One he is familiar with,” thereby indicating the permanence
of his exalted purpose (i.e., Allah) and the cessation of the
choice of him familiar with Him. This is because what he
is familiar with is eternally perpetual, ‘so what is there, after
truth, except error?’ (Yunus, 10:32)

It has been said that a particular Arab’s camel had lost
its way. Being a dark night, he searched and inquired after
it at length but did not come across it. When the moon
arose and its light and illumination spread out, he found
his camel sitting with its saddlebags in a particular valley,
whereupon he rejoiced. He had already passed through that
place while the dark had come between him and the camel.
He looked towards the moon and pointed at it, saying;:

What can I say when I’d just limit you,

While you have spared me details, great and small.
Were I to say you’re lofty still, that’s true,

Or that my Lord adorned you like a doll.

Likewise, those familiar with Allah the Exalted have no
hope to which they cling nor any objective that can steal
away their attention and occupy them, for in the least of
the least of His benevolence towards them is the greatest of
the greatest of the limits of their hopes and the reaches of
their spiritual states. For this reason, the Messenger of Allah
described the felicity of Paradise by saying: “They will have
therein what no eye has seen, no ear has heard, nor heart
has perceived. All of this is reserved; besides, all that you
have seen is nothing.’ If all this is theirs, it being the lower
self’s portion of Paradise, then what do you think will be
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the portion or the hearts of those attached to Allah the
Exalted? To this end, a poet said:

Just tell my hopes that they should stay away,

For those I love have thus fulfilled their vow.

I’d seek in company, before today,

A kind and helpful friend that You’d endowed.
The meadow breeze of contact that is theirs
Blows, giving me sweet shade with You, my Lord.
But once their signs appeared like blazing flares,
No longer did I need a mentor’s words.

Allah the Exalted says: ‘But as for those who struggle
for Our sake, We shall assuredly guide them in Our ways,
and truly God is with the virtuous.” (Al-Ankabut, 29:69)3

Az

GRATITUDE

As for gratitude, it is among the way stations of common
Muslims. It is to see that benefits are from the Benefactor,
to praise the Giver of them, to undertake what is thereby
due, and to acknowledge their presence. One giving grat-
itude must realise that the benefit is from the Benefactor,
accept it from Him, see Him before it with the heart’s eye
and insight, and thank Him alone from his heart for it, for
it is from Him to the slave without his preceding or follow-
ing tenderness. Thereafter, he must see the blessing as being

3 “The virtuous’ (al-muhsineen) are those of sublime, unsurpassable vir-
tue, or ibsan, which is derived from the word husn, meaning, ‘beauty’.
Thus, ihsan is the inner beauty of the soul in its entirety.
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from Him, praise Him on account of it, and occupy himself
with mentioning it.

Gratitude is among the weakest of the way stations of
the Sufis because it is a veil that obscures Him. It also entails
responding to His might and beneficence with your strength
and words, and replying to His beneficence with your
words is a shortcoming from you. The reason it is not
among the way stations of the elite is because they consider
it an act of compensating the Giver’s with His fair due; a
fleeing from the bondage of blessings; and repose from the
responsibilities associated with generosity and giving Allah
His due. Allah the Exalted says: ‘And if you were to count
God’s grace you could never reckon it....” (Al-Nahl, 16:18)

For the Sufis, gratitude is to witness nothing but the
Benefactor first while experiencing blessings. When the
slave witnesses Him in a state of servitude, he magnifies the
beneficence of the Benefactor, for he has no right over Him.
When he witnesses Him in a state of love, he is delighted
by harshness from Him, as the poet said: ‘No injury You're
pleased with causes pain.’

When he witnesses Him alone, having vanished from ev-
erything other than Him, he does not witness harshness nor
bliss from Him, for it is then that he is occupied through
Him and engrossed in Him. The slave’s absence while wit-
nessing Him in his state of cessation preoccupies him from
recognising gifts and afflictions, as well as blessings and
hardships. He is like the women who witnessed Joseph 2.,
whose beauty had dazzled them, and they became self-ab-
sent and cut their hands, the knives having passed through
the quince until their hands were cut.

If this can happen when one creation witnesses another,
then it is not farfetched to draw an obvious parallel that
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one familiar with Allah the Exalted might witness the sin-
gularity of His entity, its absoluteness, its pre-eternality, its
abidingness, His life that is not subject to death, His knowl-
edge that is not subject to ignorance, His will that is not
subject to compulsion, His power that is not subject to in-
ability, His hearing that is not subject to deafness, His vi-
sion that is not subject to blindness, His speech that is not
subject to muteness, and His attainments that are not sub-
ject to their opposites. When this person witnesses the grace
of such a countenance and such attributes, His majesty
above flaws—such as having a physical form, being an es-
sence, a contingent, or anything else that entails a flaw in
Him; the dependency of actions upon Him; and the im-
possibility of their existence without Him—then he will un-
doubtedly say in such a state:

The eye of my heart saw my Lord

And said: “Without doubt, it is You!

‘For You’re the One that owns each where,
‘So whence where’s not, then there are You.
‘And You’ve surpassed the bounds of near
“Till where knew not a place for You.

‘All things are bound by knowledge Yours,
‘And everything is seen by You.

‘Cessation made me cease to cease,

‘And when I ceased, then there were You.
‘So grant me amnesty, dear Lord,

‘For nothing’s sought by me but You.’

Another said:

I do not know: will night extend or not?
How should he know, who’s fried in skillets hot?
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Were I to free myself for nights most long

And tending to the stars, I'd be so wrong.

For lovers’ separation occupies

Them from long nights and those whose end is nigh.

There is no way to fulfill the duty of gratitude nor escape
its entrusted obligation, for it extends without end. This is
because your gratitude for a blessing is a new blessing for
which you are obligated to give gratitude. Thus, gratitude
demands gratitude, so when can you give it its due? To this
end, a poet has said:

When can I give you what is due of thanks
When praising you increases my own rank?

Another said:

If thanking God for graces is a grace

From Him to me that I must thank again,

And thanks comes not except through His largesse,
Despite the many days my life extends,

Then no excuse have I except my slack,

So I confess to having no excuse.

Pervading grace from Him is not held back,

And after trials, He reward imbues.

There’s naught from Him but kindness after grace
Whence secrets, facts, and fancies can’t keep pace.

A
LOVE

As for love, it is the first valley of cessation, and the steep
road of descent into the way stations of erasure. It is the
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last way station at which the vanguard of common Muslims
coincides with the rear guard of the elite. On the way to it
are milestones of contingents from which common Muslims
drink draughts and the elite drink others. Allah the Exalted
says: ‘...each people came to know their drinking-place...’
(Al-Bagarabh, 2:60) The allusions of the people of fulfillment
have differed in expressing it, each Sufi uttering according
to his first-hand experience and describing it plainly in a
manner commensurate with his draught and experience.

Before getting into excruciating detail, love is the pres-
ence of an exaltation in the heart that prevents one from
yielding to anything other than his Beloved. It is also said
that it means preferring the Beloved to others. Another
said that it means complying to the Beloved in that which
leads to displeasure, pleasure, benefit, or harm. To this end,
they quote:

Since You’ve abased me, I’ve abased me too.
Those You deem paltry aren’t my reverence due.
You’ve loved my foes, and now I love them too,
For what I have from them’s the same from You.

It has been said that love is to stand before Him while
you sit, to leave your bed as you lie down, to be silent while
speaking, and to separate from the customary while at
home. A certain group has said that love lacks an expres-
sion that reflects its reality. This is because protective jeal-
ousy is one of the attributes of love, and jealousy does not
allow for anything but concealment and obscurity.
Whoever lets his tongue loose to speak of it and expose its
secret has never tasted it, but rather, the passion of its scent
has moved him. Had he tasted the least of it, he would have
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become absent from its explanation and description. True
love does not appear in the lover through his words, but
rather, it only appears through his good traits and glances.
No one understands its reality from the lover other than
the Beloved because of the locus where secrets and hearts
merge. To this end, it has been said:

She winks and I perceive her words through gazes.
She understands my lowered eye’s reply.

It’s but our eyes that speak through silent faces.
Our silence do our glances here belie.

As for the love of common Muslims, it sprouts from ob-
serving Divine grace, becomes firm by following the Sun-
nah, and grows through the acceptance of prayers for assis-
tance. It is a love that severs misgivings, brings savour to
service, and offers consolation during trials. In the path of
common Muslims, it is the basis of faith. As for the love of
the elite, it is a seizing love that interrupts expression and
causes allusions to gush forth. Its descriptions are never-
ending, and it cannot be known except through perplexity
and silence. It has been said:

She says, as I’'m enamoured and perplexed,

And, after parting, we had met again:

‘Aren’t you the one about whom we would say:
‘““Enthralled with us”, so where’s our mention then?’
So love replied: ‘You’ve wiped his memory,

‘And nothing’s here but fluster and its moans.’

It is related that, during one of his journeys, Jesus
came across a hill with a monastery on it. He approached
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it and found a devotee who had become hunchbacked,
whose body had become emaciated, and whom exertion
had utterly worn out. Jesus £ greeted him and was surpri-
sed by what he saw, so he asked him: ‘How long have you
been in this monastery?” He replied: ‘For seventy years, I
have asked Him for one need, which He has not yet fulfilled
for me. Perhaps, O Spirit of Allah, you might be my inter-
cessor in this matter such that I might be granted it.” Jesus
¥ asked: “What is your need?’ He said: ‘T asked Him, Most
Glorious, to allow me to taste an atom’s weight of pure love
for Him.” Jesus 2 said: ‘I shall ask Allah the Exalted for
that on your behalf,’ so he prayed for him that night, upon
which Allah the Exalted revealed to Him: ‘I have accepted
your intercession on his behalf and granted you your
prayer.” After some days had passed, Jesus . returned to
that location to see what had happened to the devotee. He
found that the monastery had collapsed and that the
ground beneath it had developed a huge crevasse. Jesus s
descended into it a number of parasangs until he saw the
devotee in a cave under the hill staring upwards, mouth
agape. He greeted him, but the devotee did not respond.
Jesus ¥ was surprised by his state, and a voice called out
to him: ‘O Jesus, he had asked Us for an atom’s worth of
pure love for Us, and knowing that he would not be able
to bear it, We gave him one-seventieth of an atom’s worth,
by which he has become perplexed as you see. So how
would he be had we given him more than that?’

The love of the elite is but a drop from these priceless
mines, and it is known through such attributes. This is be-
cause, according to the Sufis, everything originating from
the slave is a weakness befitting his inability and indigence
as a slave, whence he was heedless of the Word of Allah:
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‘Whatever grace you have, it is from God....’ (Al-Nahl,
16:53). According to the Sufis, reality itself is to exist
through The Supremely Real giving one existence, to love
through His love for one, and to look at Him through His
looking at one, all without anything remaining of oneself
that is stipulated by a form, conditioned by a name, at-
tached to a vestige, described by an attribute, or associated
with time. This is as Allah the Exalted has said: ‘Those who
remember God, standing and sitting...” (Al Imran, 3:191),
by which He meant standing up for (i.e., undertaking) the
right of The Supremely Real through His enabling them to
do so, and taking a seat from making claims regarding one’s
relationship with Him. Allah the Exalted says: ‘...and you
threw not when you threw, but God threw...” (Al-Anfal,
8:17); ‘but you will not [wish], unless God, the Lord of the
Worlds wills’ (Al-Takwir, 81:29); ‘It is but a single Cry,
and, behold, they will all be arraigned before Us!’ (Ya Sin,
36:53); and ‘deaf, dumb...” (Al-Bagarah, 2:18), unable to
hear anything but the truth, and not speaking except with
His remembrance.

A
LONGING

As for longing, it is among the way stations of common
Muslims. This is because longing is the heart’s procession
towards desiring the presence of something absent, the need
for patience during its absence, and the heart finding rest
in seeking it. It is among the weakest of the way stations of
Sufis. As for the elite, they consider it a major weakness.
This is because longing is only for something absent, and
the position of this group is based on directly witnessing
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the Divine: ‘Have you not seen your Lord, how He extends
the [twilight] shadow? ...’ (Al-Furgan, 25:45) According
to them, the path is that the slave be absent and The
Supremely Real be present. Because of this, neither the
Qur’an nor any sound hadith has mentioned longing, for
longing expresses distance, indicates absence, and expects
what is perceivable. To the contrary, Allah the Exalted says:
‘... And He is with you wherever you may be...” (Al-Hadid,
57:4) To this end, it has been said:

It’s meaningless to long some day

For one from whom my eyes won’t stray.
Farewell; with you I leave my soul,

As I here grant you tears that roll.

Had God not willed, we’d not have parted,
But time’s sure passage can’t be thwarted.

It is related that once Shibli & saw an insane man run-
ning while boys were running after him, casting stones at
him. They had fractured his skull, and his face was covered
in blood. Shibli drove them away. They said: ‘O sheikh,
leave us to kill him, for he is a disbeliever.” He asked: ‘How
have you discovered his disbelief?” They said: ‘He claims
that he sees his lord and talks to Him.” He said: ‘Give me
some time to question him.” Shibli approached him and
found him talking, laughing, and saying: ‘It was kind of
You to set those boys against me to do what they did to
me.’ Shibli approached him and asked: ‘O brother, is it true
what those boys say about you?’ He said: ‘O Shibli, what
do they say?’ He said: ‘“They say that you see your lord and
speak to Him.” He let out a great cry, then said: ‘O Shibli,
by the right of Him in Whose love there is hope and Who
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has bewildered me between His distance and proximity,
were He to be veiled from me for even an instant, I would
have been torn to shreds from the pain of separation.” He
then walked away while saying:

Your apparition’s in my eye;

Your mention’s on my tongue;

And Your abode is in my heart;
You’re never thus far-flung.

So my two friends, know lovers lack
These hearts that you possess,

Nor do their piercing eyes have sins
About which you distress.

D
THE ELITE

All of the preceding are weaknesses that the elite disdain
and are (secondary) causes from which they disassociate
themselves, for they have no remaining aspiration towards
The Supremely Real, nor a longing for an increase in His
gifts. He is the utmost limit of their aspirations and the ex-
tent of their desires, such that they hold that anything else
severs the connection with Him. Allah the Exalted says: ‘...
Say: “God”, then leave them to play in their discourse.” (Al-
An’am, 6:91)

Thus, their nonattachment is to protect their ambitions
from the universe’s scatter, for The Supremely Real cured
them through the light of disclosure from being attached to
states. Allah the Exalted says: ‘Assuredly We purified them
with an exclusive [thought], the remembrance of the
Abode.’ (Sad, 38:46)
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Their trust in Allah is in accepting the planning of The
Supremely Real, liberating themselves from their own plan-
ning, and freeing their ambition from applying it to improv-
ing their lot, for their only goal is to free it of their own
planning and have His knowledge of their best interests run
its course. Allah the Exalted says: ‘Return to your Lord,
pleased, pleasing.’ (Al-Fajr, 89:28)

Their patience is in protecting their hearts from ill
thoughts, for no decree of Allah is barren of kindness or
outside the bounds of mercy. Allah the Exalted says: ...
and that He might try the believers with a fair test...” (Al-
Anfal, 8:17) Their sorrow is their despair from their souls
that ever-incite to evil. Allah the Exalted says: ‘Verily man
is ungrateful to his Lord.” (Al-Adiyat, 100:6)

Their fear is awe of Divine majesty, not the fear of tor-
ment. This is because fear of torment is struggling on behalf
of oneself, whereas awe of Him, Most Glorious, is an exal-
tation of The Supremely Real and forgetting oneself.
Allah the Exalted says: ‘They fear their Lord from above
them ...” (Al-Nabhl, 16:50) Regarding common Muslims,
Allah the Exalted says: ‘They fear a day when hearts and
eyes will be tossed about.” (Al-Nur, 24:37)

Their hope is their thirst for the drink in which they
are drowned and drunk. Allah the Exalted says: ‘Have you
not seen your Lord, how He extends the [twilight] shadow?
... (Al-Furqan, 25:45) Regarding mentioning the inter-
mediary before mentioning Himself alone, Allah the Ex-
alted says: ‘And what is that in your right hand, O Mosess’
(Ta Ha, 20:17)

Their gratitude is their delight in their ardour and seeing
that grace is from the One Who brought them into exis-
tence. Whoever accepts [Allah] is accepted, as the poet said:
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Fault-finding pains an eye through God content,
While bitter eyes on finding faults are bent.

May Allah be pleased with them, and them with Him.
Allah the Exalted says: ‘... Rejoice then in this bargain of
yours which you have made...” (Al-Tawbah, 9:111)

Their love is their cessation in the love of The Supremely
Real for them, for all beloveds are lost in the love of The
Supremely Real for His beloveds. Allah the Exalted says:
‘...s0 what is there, after truth, except error? ..." (Yunus,
10:32)

Their longing is their flight from their forms and features
in order to hasten their arrival at the goal of their longing.
Allah the Exalted says: ‘... and I hastened to You, my Lord,
that You may be pleased.” (Ta Ha, 20:84)
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PART II

PRACTICE, ITS REQUIREMENTS
AND FRUITS

A
TRAVELLING THE PATH

Aspiration, repentance, nonattachment, trust in Allah,
patience, sorrow, fear, hope, gratitude, love, longing, and
intimacy are the way stations of the people of the shari’ah
travelling to reality itself. When the travellers witness reality
itself, their states are therein effaced, and they reach the sta-
tion of cessation of everything other than Him, Most Glo-
rious. Whatever is prior to these stations is merely a means
to this end, which is to gaze at Allah the Exalted and to
enter Paradise, for Allah the Exalted says: ‘For those who
do good is the fairest reward and more...” (Yunus, 10:26)
The Messenger of Allah ¢ interpreted this as Paradise and
gazing at Allah &. Allah the Exalted also says: ‘O soul at
peace! / Return to your Lord, pleased, pleasing.” (Al-Fajr,
89:27-28) Dahhak said that this means: ‘Return to your
body.” Allah the Exalted says: ‘Then enter among My ser-
vants! And enter My Paradise!’ (Al-Fajr, 89:29-30) Prior to
this, the soul had been ever-inciting to evil, then: ‘Successful
indeed will be the one who purifies it’ (Al-Shams, 91:9),
upon which it become self-reproaching: ‘And, nay, I swear
by the (self-)reproaching soul.’ (Al-Qiyamah, 75:2) [As per
a hadith:] “The one who repents from sin is like one who is
sinless.” After this, the soul became reassured through the



remembrance of Allah: ... Verily by God’s remembrance
are hearts reassured.” (Al-Ra’d, 13:28) Allah the Exalted
says: ‘Enter them in peace, secure!’ (Al-Hijr, 15:46); ‘Eat
and drink in enjoyment for what you did in advance in
former days.” (Al-Haqqah, 69:24); ‘Their greeting on the
day they encounter Him will be “Peace™ (Al-Ahzab, 33:
44); and ““Peace!” — the word from a Lord [Who is] Mer-
ciful.’ (Ya Sin, 36:58) Do you not see how everything of
them that was unfit to enter Paradise was removed from
them while what did not perish of them continued?
To this end, I have composed the following:

Tell him who claims to love us well

And says that passion in him dwells:

Were he in what he claims most true,

His boughs would bear a leaf or two.

So why’s he not worn out and gaunt?

And where’s his love and grief that haunts?
And where’s submission? Where are tears?
And where are sleepless nights most blear?
Ours are the divers of the treach’rous seas,
When our light burns at night for all to see.
They set their course for our lights bright
And steer towards us with sharp sight.
Their states determine how they stay,

As groups they enter, each their way.
Though some from far away do come
Their lights assure that straight they run,
While others through the lowlands trek,
Most violently, their ties they wreck.

Until to them appears love’s flare

And warns them of the burning snare.
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They ceased to love when passion hit,
And all towards its light do sprint.

So where’d they reach? But there’s no where!
How could there be with hearts aflare?
And even if you’re smart and tough,
Traversing waters that are rough,

Into its chasms they still splash

As its great waves about them crash,
Until their leader goads them on

With verses of an ancient song:

‘He craved for love and got his share,
‘And found it was too much to bear.

‘A wave is what he thought he’d found,
‘But ‘twas a cavern, then he drowned.’
They cast their anchors in its gut.

It covered them and then sealed shut.

On a related note, it has been said:

A man who wants this world, were he to live
A life most long and take all it can give,

Is like a mason who built up a town,

And when he finished, it came crashing down.

This reminds of:

And as we stood before the trail, my friend

Wept, knowing we would meet great Caesar’s end.
I said: “Weep not,” for now we’re forced to choose
To rule, or die and thereby be excused.

This is the state of one who seeks a great kingdom in the
everlasting, enduring abode of bliss. Would such a person
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consider it too much to offer two units of prayer to Allah
the Exalted, to give two silver coins in charity, or to spend
two nights in prayer? Of course not! Rather, if one had a
thousand lives, a thousand souls, and a thousand lifespans
like his worldly lifespan and more, and if one were to ex-
change all of that for this mighty aim, it would be a small
sum to pay. If, after this, one were to attain one’s aim, it
would be an enormous gain and a great favour from Allah
the Exalted. So pay attention, O poor soul, from the lassi-
tude of the heedless.

MERITS OF THE PATH

I have pondered over what Allah & gives a slave when he
obeys Him, attends to His service, and treads this path
throughout his life. I have found these to be about forty
tokens of merit: twenty in this world and twenty in the next.
The worldly merits of one who treads the path are:

1. Allah & mentions and praises him. How honourable
it is that the Lord of all the Worlds should be engaged in
the praise and honouring of a slave!

2. Allah & thanks and exalts him. If a weak creation like
you were to thank and exalt you, you would be honoured,
so how so when the Deity of the first and last generations
does so!

3. Allah the Exalted loves him. If the president of a lo-
cation or the prince of a region were to love you, you would
boast about it and benefit from him at important times, so
how so when it comes to the love of the Lord of all the
Worlds?
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4. Allah is his guardian that manages his affairs.

5. Allah is the guardian of his livelihood, sending it his
way from one state to another without toil or trouble.

6. Allah is his helper against anyone intending him any
harm.

7. Allah is his intimate friend, so he never feels estranged
or fears the spoilage, eclipsing, or substitution of blessings.

8. He is self-sufficient, such that he is never burdened
with the lowliness of serving this world and its people.
Quite to the contrary, he does not permit the kings and ty-
rants of this world to serve him.

9. He has high ambition that is sublimated above the
despicable things of this world and its people. He does not
turn to its embellishments and distractions, for men of rea-
son are sublimated above the entertainment of women and
children.

10. He has affluence of the heart, such that he is more
affluent than the most affluent person in this world. He re-
mains magnanimous and in good spirits, not being alarmed
by barrenness or anxious about privation.

11. He has light in his heart that leads him to under-
standings, mysteries, and wisdoms, some of which others
cannot reach through great efforts and long lives.

12. His heart feels rejoice, such that he does not feel that
his power is constrained due to the difficulties of this world,
its calamities, or the suspicions of people and their machi-
nations.

13. He is awe-inspiring, such that both good and evil
people respect him, and every tyrant and pharaoh is in awe
of him.

14. His love is placed in the hearts of people. Allah
the Exalted says: ‘Truly those who believe and perform
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righteous deeds—for them the Compassionate One shall
appoint love.” (Maryam, 19:96) You will find that all hearts
instinctively love him, and all souls instinctively exalt and
honour him.

15. There is a general auspiciousness in all of his words,
breaths, actions, garments, and places that he occupies.
Even the soil upon which he treads, the place in which he
lives, and the people that keep his company, or that he
merely meets briefly, are auspicious. The people of Baghdad
say that the soil around the grave of Ma’ruf Al-Karkhi is a
tested-and-tried elixir through which Allah the Exalted re-
lieves every illness.

16. The Earth, both land and sky, are his subjects. If he
wills, he can fly through the sky, walk on water, or traverse
the Earth’s expanse in a short span of time.

17. Animals, wild beasts, livestock, and others are his
subjects. Wild beasts love him, and lions look at him long-
ingly.

18. He owns the keys of the Earth, such that wherever
he strikes with his hand, there will be a treasure if he so
wishes; wherever his foot strikes, there will be a spring of
water if he needs it; and wherever he sets up camp, there
will be a spread of food if he intends to eat.

19. He exercises leadership and prestige before the door
of the Almighty, such that people seek his intercession be-
fore Allah the Exalted through his service, and the fulfill-
ment of needs are sought from Allah the Exalted through
his prestige and auspiciousness.

20. His prayers are answered, such that he does not ask
Allah the Exalted for anything except that Allah the Exalted
grants him whatever he asks. He does not intercede on
anyone’s behalf except that Allah accepts his intercession,
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and were He to swear an oath upon Allah, He would hon-
our it. There are among them those who may merely point
at a mountain and it will disappear, such that they do not
even need to utter anything. Some of them merely think of
a thing and it appears, without even the need for pointing.

The preceding are the worldly merits. As for the merits
of the next life, they are:

1. Allah the Exalted will lighten the pangs of death for
him. These pangs are the self-same that cause the hearts of
Prophets # to tremble, to the extent that they asked Allah
to lighten them on their behalf. For some such people, death
is like a thirsty person’s drinking a glass of refreshing water.
Allah the Exalted says: ‘those whom the angels take away
[in death] while they are goodly...” (Al-Nabhl, 16:32)

2. Allah will confirm him in knowledge and faith. This
is the matter which people fear, about which they are dis-
tressed, and over which they weep and mourn. Allah the
Exalted says: ‘God confirms those who believe by a firm
saying in the life of this world and in the Hereafter...” (Ibra-
him, 14:27)

3. Allah will send forth his soul with repose, a goodly
provision, rejoice, and security. Allah the Exalted says: ‘...
Do not fear, nor grieve, and rejoice in the good tidings of
the paradise which you were promised.” (Fussilat, 41:30)
Thus, he does not fear distress that lies ahead in the next
life, nor does he sorrow over what he left behind in this
world.

4. His abode will be eternal Paradise.

5. He will be greeted and given good tidings by the
angels of the heavens. His soul will be granted honour,
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beneficence, and bliss. As for his body, it will be granted an
honourable funeral, a crowded funeral prayer, and people
will hasten to prepare his body for burial, all the while seek-
ing the greatest of rewards and considering it the greatest
of gains.

6. He will be secured from the trial of being questioned
in the grave. He will be given the correct answers to repeat
such that he is secure from its terrors.

7. His grave will be made expansive and will be filled
with light, such that is among the meadows of Paradise
until the Day of Resurrection.

8. [Missing]|

9. His soul will be treated cordially and honoured. It will
be placed in the body of a green bird that perches on the
trees of Paradise until Allah sends it to his body during res-
urrection with [martyrs], joyous and rejoicing in what Allah
has provided for them out of His largesse.

10. He will be resurrected mighty, honourable, and lus-
trous, wearing vestments and a crown. His face will be
white and filled with light. Allah the Exalted says: ‘On that
day some faces will be shining, / laughing, joyous.” (‘Abasa,
80:38-39)

11. He will be secure from the terrors of the Day of Res-
urrection, for Allah the Exalted says: ‘... one who arrives
secure on the Day of Resurrection...” (Fussilat, 41:40)

12. He will be given his book of deeds in his right hand.
Some will be spared of this entirely.

13. He will face an easy reckoning. Some will not face
any reckoning at all.

14. His scales will be weighty. Some will not have their
deeds weighed to begin with. They will be told: ‘... There is
no way [of blame] against those who are virtuous. And
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God is Forgiving, Merciful’ (Al-Tawbabh, 9:91), for, ‘They
will not hear the faintest sound from it and they will abide
in what their souls desired.” (Al-Anbiya’, 21:102)

15. He will arrive at the Pool of the Prophet 4 and drink
from it a draught after which he will never thereafter ex-
perience thirst.

16. He will pass over the Bridge over Hell and will be
saved from the Fire. Some will not even hear the faintest
sound of it, and the Fire will be subdued for them.

17. He will be granted intercession on the Resurrection’s
grounds similar to that of Prophets and Messengers 2.

18. He will be granted eternal dominion in Paradise.

19. He will be granted the supreme pleasure of Allah.

20. He will meet the Lord of all Worlds, Glorified and
Majestic, the Deity of the first and last generations, without
a mode of being.

I have only enumerated the above for you based on my
understanding, and to the extent of my limited and deficient
knowledge. Despite this enumeration, I have only men-
tioned broad and general matters, mentioning overriding
principles and generalisations. Were I to have detailed some
of these matters, this treatise would not be big enough to
contain it. Notice how I mentioned the vestment of eternal
dominion as a single matter. Were I to have detailed it, it
would expand to forty matters, including the maidens of
Paradise, its palaces, the vestments, etc. Furthermore, every
one of these contains details that only The Knower of the
Unseen and Present, their creator and owner, knows. How
could we hope to know all of this when our glorious Lord
says: ‘For no soul knows what has been kept hidden for
them in the way of joyous sights...” (Al-Sajdab, 32:17)
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Furthermore, the Messenger of Allah 2 said: “There will
be bounties which no eye has seen, no ear has heard, and
no human heart has ever perceived.” Regarding the Word
of Allah: ‘...the sea would be spent before the Words of my
Lord were spent...’ (Al-Kabf, 18:109), an exegete said:
‘These are the words of kindness and honour that The Glo-
rious will say to the people of Paradise.” In such circum-
stances, how can one comprehend—nay, how can any
created being’s knowledge encompass—even one one-mil-
lionth of this, given that we are humans? Rather, ambitions
withdraw and intellects fall short of this. This is the way it
should be, for it is the gift of The All-Powerful, All-Know-
ing by way of His magnificent largesse, and in accordance
with His pre-eternal generosity. To this end should those
who work do good works, and for this tremendous aim
should those who strive do their utmost. They should real-
ise that this is the least of the least of what they require,
aim, and toil for.

Ak
WHAT IS REQUIRED OF THE SLAVES OF ALLAH

Realise that a slave of Allah requires four general matters.
The first is knowledge of the entity of Allah. He is the One,
the Self-Sufficient, Besought of all. Regarding His attributes,
He possesses life, knowledge, will, power, hearing, sight,
speech that is not composed of letters or sounds, and He
perceives all. It is necessary to negate all defects and evil
with respect to Him, for He is without blemish. It is nec-
essary to be certain of His beautiful names. The next three
matters are: perfecting one’s deeds based on personally obli-
gatory knowledge, sincerity, and fear.
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The slave of Allah must first know the path by having
conviction that contemplation is obligatory. Otherwise, he
is blind. Then, he must act upon knowledge. Otherwise, he
is veiled. Then, he must be sincere. Otherwise, he is de-
frauded. Then, he must continue to fear evil acts and be
wary until he is wary of security itself. Otherwise, he is de-
luded. Dhu Al-Nun spoke truly when he said: ‘People are
all dead except for those who know. Those who know are
all dead except for those who act. Those who act are all de-
luded except for those who are sincere. Those who are sin-
cere are all in great danger.’

[ am utterly bewildered by four types of people. The first
is a sane person that has not learned. Is he not concerned
with knowing what lies before him? Should he not become
acquainted with what awaits him upon dying by reflecting
on these indications and admonitions, by listening to these
signs [or verses of the Qur’an| and warnings, by becoming
agitated by thoughts and reflections, or by withholding his
lower self?

Allah the Exalted says: ‘And have they not reflected
upon the dominion of the heaven and of the earth, and
what things God has created...?” (Al-A’raf, 7:185). Allah
the Exalted also says: ‘Do such [individuals] not know for
certain that they will be resurrected / for an awful day?’ (Al-
Mutaffifin, 83:4-5)

The second such person is a learned person that does not
act. Does he not reflect on what he knows such that the
great terrors and difficult obstacles are present before him?
This is the awesome tiding that you turn away from!

The third such person is someone who acts but is not
sincere. Does he not reflect upon the Word of Allah: “...So
whoever hopes to encounter his Lord, let him do righteous
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work and not associate with the worship of his Lord’ (Al-
Kabf, 18:110)

The fourth such person is someone who is sincere but
not afraid. Does he not reflect on how Allah & deals with
those who He has selected and befriended among His cre-
ation? He even said to the most noble of creation £ ‘And
certainly it has been revealed to you and to those before
you [that] if you associate others [with God], your work
shall surely fail and you shall surely be among the losers,’
(Al-Zumar, 39:65), and other similar verses. It reached the
point that the Prophet & used to say: “The [Surah of] Hud
and its sisters have caused me to turn grey!” By this, he
meant: ‘So remain upright as you have been commanded
... (Hud, 11:112)

FOUR FUNDAMENTAL VERSES

This matter, both generally and specifically, is contained in
four verses of the Majestic Book of the Lord of all Worlds.
Allah the Exalted says: ‘Did you suppose that We created
you aimlessly and that you would not be returned to Us¢’
(Al-Mu’minun, 23:115); “...let every soul consider what it
has sent abead for tomorrow. And fear God. God is indeed
Aware of what you do’ (Al-Hashr, 59:18); ‘But as for those
who struggle for Our sake, We shall assuredly guide them
in Our ways...” (Al-Ankabut, 29:69); then He perfected it
all, and said, while He is the most truthful: ‘And whoever
struggles, struggles only for bis own sake. For truly God is
Independent of [the creatures of] all the Worlds.” (Al-Ank-
abut, 29:6)
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A
SUPPLICATION AND CONCLUSION

We ask Allah’s forgiveness for every slip of the tongue or
pen. We ask His forgiveness for our words that do not
match our actions. We ask His forgiveness for every
thought that led to feigning airs or embellishment in any
work that we have written, words that we have composed,
or knowledge that we have imparted. We ask Him to make
us and you, brothers of the path, act upon what we know,
intending His countenance, that it not backfire upon us,
and that He place it on our scales of good deeds when
our actions are returned to us. He is truly Most Generous,
Beneficent.

This is the last of what we intended to mention regard-
ing how to tread the path of the Hereafter. We have hereby
fulfilled what was intended. May Allah confer blessings
upon Muhammad 2, the best of those born to call to the
most excellent of those worshipped. Allah is sufficient for
us, and an excellent guardian is He. May the peace, mercy,
and blessings of Allah be upon you from us, O students and
worshippers, for as long as this is read among you until the
Day of Judgment. This work is hereby finished and com-
plete. Praise be to Allah through Whose blessing all good
things are perfected and upon which occasion blessings de-
scend. O Allah, benefit us through our love for them, and
resurrect us among the troop of them, through Your favour
and mercy, O Most Merciful of those who show mercy.

This work was completed on the auspicious day of Sat-
urday, the fifth day of Dhul-Hijjah, 859 A.H., on the roof
of Al-Azhar’s Mosque by the hand of the one in need of his
Lord’s mercy, Muhammad Al-Ajami ibn Muhammad ibn
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Ahmad Al-Fuqqga’i, may Allah have mercy on him and his
parents. May Allah forgive him, whoever reads this, who-
ever prays for his forgiveness and mercy, and all Muslims.
May Allah confer blessings upon the master of creation,
one and all, and upon his kinsfolk, companions, and pris-
tine issue until the Day of Resurrection. Praise be to Allah,
Lord of all Worlds.
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