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suffering, the Parties will seek to further alleviate those problems arising on a bilateral lev-
el.

2. Recognising that the above human problems caused by the conflict in the Middle
East cannot be fully resolved on the bilateral level, the Parties will seek to resolve them in
appropriate forums, in accordance with international law, including the following:

a. In the case of displaced persons, in a quadripartite committee together with Egypt
and the Palestinians;

b. In the case of refugees,
i. In the framework of the Multilateral Working Group on Refugees.
ii. In negotiations, in a framework to be agreed, bilateral or otherwise, in conjunction

with and at the same time as the permanent status negotiations pertaining to the Territories
referred to in Article 3 of this Treaty;

¢. Through the implementation of agreed United Nations programmes and other agreed
international economic programmes concerning refugees and displaced persons, including
assistance to their settlement.

Ariicle 9. Places of Historical and Religious Significance and Interfaith Relations

I. Each Party will provide freedom of access to places of religious and historical sig-
nificance.

2. In this regard, in accordance with the Washington Declaration, Israel respects the
present special role of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan in Muslim Holy shrines in Jerus-
alem. When negotiations on the permanent status will take place, Isracl will give high pri-
ority to the Jordanian historic role in these shrines.

3. The Parties will act together to promote interfaith relations among the three mono-

theistic religions, with the aim of working towards religious understanding, moral commit-
ment, freedom of religious worship, and tolerance and peace.

Article 10. Cultural and Scientific Exchanges

The Parties, wishing to remove biases developed through periods of conflict, recogn-
ise the desirability of cultural and scientific exchanges in all fields, and agree to establish
normal cultural relations between them. Thus, they shall, as soon as possible and not later
than 9 months from the exchange of the instruments of ratification of this Treaty, conclude
the negotiations on cultural and scientific agreements.

Article 11. Mutual Understanding and Good Neighbourly Relations

I. The Parties will seek to foster mutual understanding and tolerance based on shared
historic values, and accordingly undertake:

a. To abstain from hostile or discriminatory propaganda against each other, and to take ) o
all possible legal and administrative measures to prevent the dissemination of such propa- Il Balae (s Bis
ganda by any organisation or individual present in the territory of either Party; el sl WYl s,y
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PATRIARCHS AND HEADS
OF LOCAL CHURCHES IN JERUSALEM

A Statement by the Patriarchs and Heads of the Holy Land churches
on the “Deal of the Century”

After a thorough consideration of the United States of America’s Middle East peace plan, also
known as, the ""Deal of the Century", and after reviewing the reactions of all concerned
parties on the matter, we, Patriarchs and Heads of the Holy Land churches, affirm our strong
devotion to achieving a just and comprehensive peace in the Middle East based on the
international legitimacy and the relevant UN resolutions and in a manner that guarantees
security, peace, freedom and dignity to all of the peoples of the region.

The American peace plan that was announced yesterday in the White House in the presence
of the Israelis and the absence of the Palestinians, invites us to request from the U.S.
administration as well as the international community to build on the vision of two states and
develop it in line with international legitimacy in addition to opening a political
communication channel with the Palestine Liberation Organization, the internationally
recognized sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, to ensure that its
legitimate national aspirations is also satisfied within the framework of a comprehensive and
durable peace plan to be accepted by all relevant parties. And on Jerusalem we refer again to
our statement addressed to President Donald Trump on Dec 6, 2017 and recall our vision for
the Holy City to be open and shared by the two people, Palestinians and Israelis, and for the
three monotheistic religions and our confirmation to uphold the Hashemite custodianship
over the Holy sites. The resurrection of our Lord from Jerusalem reminds us all of the
sacrifices to ensure justice and peace in the Holy Land.

We also call upon all Palestinian political parties, factions, and leaders to meet to discuss all
disputes, end the state of internal conflict, terminate division, and adopt a unified stand
towards concluding the state building based on plurality and democratic values.

Patriarchs and Heads of Churches in Jerusalem (January 30, 2020)

+Patriarch Theophilos Ill, Greek Orthodox Patriarchate

+Patriarch Nourhan Manougian, Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Patriarchate
+Archbishop Pierbattista Pizzaballa, Apostolic Administrator, Latin Patriarchate
+Fr. Francesco Patton, ofm, Custos of the Holy Land

+Archbishop Anba Antonious, Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate, Jerusalem
+Archbishop Gabriel Daho, Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate

+Archbishop Aba Embakob, Ethiopian Orthodox Patriarchate

+Archbishop Yaser AL-Ayash, Greek-Melkite-Catholic Patriarchate

+Archbishop Mosa El-Hage, Maronite Patriarchal Exarchate

+Archbishop Suheil Dawani, Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East
+Bishop Ibrahim Sani Azar, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land
+Bishop Pierre Malki, Syrian Catholic Patriarchal Exarchate

+Most Rev. Krikor-Okosdinos Coussa, Armenian Catholic Patriarchal Exarchate
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To His Mujesty
Abdullsh 17 bin Al Hiessrin

King of the Hahemite Kingdorn of Jordan

1 write 10 Your Majesty in » spirit of cordial appeeciation of yeur efocts
ver many yeans o i and ghen the boods of frieodship and
enetil wederstanding betwoen Munlios and Christlane. | recall the words of
my Predecessor, 18 Holiness Benediet XVI, who wished, on the oocasion of
Eis fasevall froes the |asbemite KingSom is May 2009, 9 put on record his
apprecietion of Your Meomity's commitment to fosteriag inter-mdighios
dinlogee and of the particular consbderation that Your Majesty hus sdewn
towatds the Chriatian community o Janden, The spirit of opessess, for which
Your Majety i known, has belped the membens of differest ethnic
commenities W the Mgether In poace mad coocoed in Joodan end hee
cootritated to Jondan's far-sighted political initistives % bulld peace
thraghoust the Midde Bast (cf. Addrons of Hix Holiness Beeafict XVY, "Queen
Alla® International Alepoct - Amesan, 11 May 2009).

L that spirit, theredore, snd in virtue of the international commitment of
the Hsohembe Kagdoos of Joeden 10 provide Trondos of scoes %0 places of
worskip f= the Holy Oty of Serusalems, 1 wish b place before Your Magesty's
conederation my desire that the Catholic Church may Seve greater socess 1o
wiveshiigs i the Cenacke, the place of the Last Supper of our Lond Jewus Cheist,
and the bethplace of the Churrh with the catpoariag of the Holy Spirkt oo the

fraat of Persecont, muking this one of the boliest places for all Christians
throughost the estire world,

As Your Majesty knows well, for many cemturies the Cenacle has been
formally recognived ms & place of Catholic Christian wersbip, Indeed, the
uncontestnd hisoriesl reconds show that the Cemacle was the property of the
Praacieusy Custody of the Holy Land from 13y to 1551, after which B e
was entrasted 10 the Dejant family by the Turkish Authecities who had exgelied
the Pranciscans Srom Uy Crnacle. | um dooply sonacious that, in vittur of Your
Majesty’s tsternationally recognised 1ol se Custodias of the aly Meces of
Jeeunalem, the care of the Holy Maces of Jermalem has abeayn boen the
highent priceity of the Hashemite Roval Family and the Kingdom of Jondan.

Recest developments havy oposed op the possilality of 2 mees (request
e of the Cermcle wed the “Upper Rooms™ for wondip. Thesefors, withost
prejodice to the octual jeridical mod relighous statis of the Cemscle, s with
the sole istent of malstaining snd strengthening the alrondy existing good
relatiotn between Cheistiars wad Manliss in the Tioly Lanel, is supgon of rhe
request Alvendy presented by the Francican Castody of the Holy Land 1| mk
Your Majesty te Jook with favour, as you have grackmnly dose befoee, upon
this request by the Cwdolic (hurch, rprovented in this regaed by the
slorementioned Prasctsean Custady, for & more Srguent wse of the Cenacle, In

edurae with the modalities set oot In the g Rapd Note.

0 s oy firm conviction that & Gxvoanilde nespoase from Your Majesty to
this regeest would pot ooly dulate the 1] of e

Hashernite Kingdon mr & buslder of peace, undemtanding and Mesmony
etwwen Chritians and Maslizs, tat woold sho costribte 8o bringiag God's
Ioessing of pesce o the Holy Land end 10 the workd.

In thankieg yoe once agais for your sttesthesse, | avake speo Yoor
Mujesty stuindaat dnine blewsang.

From the Vatican, 23 May 201)
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