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It was the excess of the taxes that occasioned the prodigious facility
with which the Mohametans carried on their conquests. Instead of a continual
series of extortion devised by the subtle avarice of the Greek emperors, the
people were subjected to a simple tribute which was paid and collected with
ease. Thus they were far happier in obeying a barberous nation than a corrupt

government in which they suffered every inconvenience of lost liberty.(Mon-
tesque, The Spirit of Laws, Book 13, Chapter 16, Great Books, v.35,p.100)
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