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Introduction

As an inaugural endeavar The 500 Most Influential Muslim$\ 2009
challengedhedefinition of influencein theMuslim world whilereporting
onthecontributionsof thoseleaderandchangeagentsvho haveshaped
socialdevelopmentand global movementsin the pastfew years With
around150,00@ownloadsof the e-book; it is no surprisethat the list of
Muslim leaderdiasbeenboth widelyscrutinizedand praised

Major critiques of The 500 Most Influential MuslimdN 2009 address
the methodologywhich informed the selectionprocessof influential
candidatesTheindividualsin this publicationhavebeennominatedand
selectedecauseheyareinfluential asMuslims derivingtheir influence
from their religiousidentity. Theyareconsiderednfluential becauséheir
work impactsall fields of work and particularlghe religiousendeavors
of the Muslim world. Their influence and accomplishments have bee
weighed against others in their respective fields and the heralds who |
made it to the top ranks this past year are profiled in the following pag

Howeverlike anyothersuperlativethemedranking thereisboundto bea
degreef subjectivityandthis publicationisno exceptionComparingthe
work of leadersicrosgontinentsanddiversdieldsof workisamammoth
taskstructuredon the premisethatthereis no absolutecommonmeasure
betweerthe peoplein thesegpagesDespitethis reality, the benefitof such
alististhatit elucidateshe multiplicity of challengeandsuccessédacing
theMuslim world andthebeaconsttheforefrontof thesedevelopments

In manycasegheleader@nfluenceis derivedfrom political andreligious
authorityN which is commonto most of the individualsin the top 50
Thesepeoplepossespowerful positionsbut it is the potencyof their
work andtherolestheyplayin the livesof the averageitizenthat garner
influence Naturally, headsof stateand leadingscholarscomprisethe
highestranks Leadersrom lastyeaedition, suchasHis MajestySultan
Qaboosin S& al S&il or USRepresentativiéeith Ellison arepresented
againfor 201(ecauséheycontinueto affectglobalsocietythroughtheir
capacitiesas political leaders The other major criterion that warrants
inclusionis if the leadershavehad a major impact on the world in the
pastyear

ave
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INTRODUCTION

In total, we presentsoo leadersin 15 categorie®f influenceé\ Scholarly
Political Administrative Lineage PreachersWomer® Issues Youth,
Philanthropy DevelopmentSciencélechnologyMedicindLaw Artsand
Culture, Media Radicalsinternational Islamic Networks and Issuesof
the Day. Changesn rank,and newentriesaredenotedby corresponding
icons Leaders are listed in alphabetical order by country and name.

Disclaimer and Invitation to Participate

We thank all those who submitted nominations for The 500 Most
Influential Muslim$\ 2010 RISSCwill continue to keep the process
asopen as possibleand we askyou to pleasesubmit nominations at
WWW.rissc.jo.

Demography of InBuence

InBuence in the Muslim world is particular to its context. There is ng
a clear hierarchy or organized clergy for Muslims through which thé
identify a leader, such as a Patriarch for Orthodox Christians or a Pope
Catholics. Islam as a religion is based on the individualOs relationship
God, without an intermediary. InBuence in the Muslim world is derive
from two sources: scholarship, and respect and trust. Scholars are ab
educate the masses or give esteemed opinions, and respected and tr
persons carry the weight of social and historical capital as leaders in t
societies.

t
Y
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vith
)
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Isted
heir

As you will see, three types of peopleNmonarchs, religious scholars, and

leaders of religious networksNdominate the Top 50 list. Monarchs a

€

well represented because of the inBuence they gain from their politi
power, the length of time they spend in ofPce, their lineage in light of

al
e

institution of monarchy, and the deeply rooted establishments that they
may inherit. Religious scholars are also strongly present in the list because
they may be able to make religious rulings, and due to the simple fact that

Muslims, of every hue, need bgures from whom they can source conc

rete

answers to practical questions. In a globalized world, networks of people

and of institutions permeate our international society and according

Yy

have great power because of their ability to affect peopleQOs lives, whether

it be through funds or services. The Muslim world is no different an
leaders of Islamic networks are represented in the top rungs of our lis
500.

d
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INTRODUCTION

The one clear exception to this rule however is Amr Khaled who through
sheer force of popularity and innovationNas the Muslim worldOs brst
televangelistN exerts tremendous inBuence as a Muslim. Khaled has been
able to chart his own course as a key bgure in the Muslim world through
the vehicle of mass media, and although as a Iayperson his rellgl us
authority is still somewhat limited he remains the great Ostart-upO of| the
list.

Another important exception is Fethullah GYlen, a preacher, thinker and
educator. Although, he assumed the leadership of a religious movement
started by Said Nursi8¢8-1960) and thus leads an expansive network, h

has gone on to become a global phenomenon in his own right. GYldnOs
popularity and authority in Turkey have been the driving force of the social
movement that is widely thought to have brought around the social and
eventually political changes of which politician Recep Tayyip Erdogan has
been the ultimate heirNthat is the enfranchisement of Muslim politics i
Turkey.

Geography is also an importantissue in terms of inBuence, with the Middle
East and North America and Europe holding disproportionate in3Buenge
in relation to the quantity of Muslims in these regions. It is important
to clarify that individuals from the Middle East have a disproportionate
inBuence in the Muslim world, due to the fact that the region has many
of the oldest and most well-esteemed institutions for Muslims, and magst
importantly is home to the holy sites in Mecca and Medina. Europe and
North America are host to a large proportion of the world®s most highly
respected educational institutions and draw talented, inBuential people
from around the world, with global outreach through their wealth ang
high academic standing. Many important international institutions are
also based in Europe and North America, which adds to this asymmetty.

\174







THE
DIVERSITY
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I. THE HOUSE OF ISLAM

This section reprinted by permission of Vincenzo Oliveti © 2001
(with the exception of President ObamaOs speech)

The religion of Islam is based on belief in the One God (who in Arabic is cal
Allah). It was founded by the Prophet Muhammagb(632 CE) in the ancient
cities of Mecca and Medina, in the west coast of the Arabian Peninsula (kno

as theHijaz). God revealed to the Prophet Muhammad the Holy QurQan, the

Sacred Book of Islam. The religion this created, however, was not a new mes

ed

Wwn

sage

but simply a bnal restatement of GodOs messages to the Hebrew Prophets and to

Jesus. The Holy QurQan says:

Say ye: we believe in God and that which is revealed unto us and that which
was revealed unto Abraham, and Ishmael, and Isaac, and Jacob, and the Tribes,
and that which Moses and Jesus received, and that which the Prophets received
from their Lord. We make no distinction between any of them, and unto Him
we have submitted. (The Holy Qur’an, 2:13p

Moreover, the Holy QurOan did not exclude the possibility of revelations otf
than those that were given to the Prophets mentioned in the Bible (and th
did not exclude the possibility of other genuine ancient religions other thg
Judaism, Christianity and Islam). God says, in the Holy QurOan:

Verily we have sent Messengers before thee [O Muhammad]. About some of
them have we told thee, and about some have we not told thee . . . (40:78.

And verily we have raised in every nation a Messenger [proclaiming]: serve
God and shun false gods . . . (16:36).

THE ESSENCE OF ISLAM

er

n

The essence and substance of Islam can be easily summed up by three major

principles (which are also successive stages in the spiritudillifemeaning
Osubmission to GodOs wikfa); (meaning Ofaith in God0), #ndn (meaning
Ovirtue through constant regard to, and awareness of, God). The second Q
the great OUmar ibn al Khattab, related that:

One day when we were sitting [in Medina] with the Messenger of God [the
Prophet Muhammad] there came unto us a man whose clothes were of
exceeding whiteness and whose hair was of exceeding blackness, nor were
there any signs of travel upon him, although none of us knew him. He sat
down knee upon knee opposite the Prophet, upon whose thighs he placed the
palms of his hands, saying: ‘O Muhammad; tell me what is the surrender

aliph,




the house of islam

(Islam)®. The Messenger of God answered him saying: OThe surrende

Fis to

testify that there is no god but God and that Muhammad is GodOs Messenger,

to perform the prayer, bestow the alms, fast Ramadan and make if thou ca

the pilgrimage to the Holy House.® He said, OThou hast spoken truly,0 md we

were amazed that having questioned him he should corroborate him. T
he said: OTell me what is faith (Iman)d. He answered: OTo believe in Go

nst,

n
d and

His Angels and his Books and His Messengers and the Last Day [the Day of
Judgement], and to believe that no good or evil cometh but by His Providerjce.O

OThou hast spoken truly,0 he said, and then: OTell me what is excellence (
He answered: OTo worship God as if thou sawest Him, for if Thou seest

hsan).0
Him

not, yet seeth He thee.O OThou hast spoken trulyO he said...Then the stranger
went away, and | stayed a while after he had gone; and the Prophet said to
me: OO OUmar, knowest thou the questioner, who he was?0 | said, OGod and

His Messenger know best.O He said, Olt was Gabriel [the Archangel]. He

came

unto you to teach you your religion.O

Thus Islamas such consists of ‘five pillars™ (1) the Shahadataymr the ‘two
testimonies of faith’ (whose inward meaning is the acknowledgement of God).
(2) The five daily prayers (whose inward meaning is the attachment to God). (3)
Giving alms or Zakat—one-fortieth of one’s income and savings annually to the
poor and destitute (whose inward meaning is the detachment from the world).
(4) Fasting the Holy month of Ramadamnnually (whose inward meaning is
detachment from the body and from the ego). (5 Making the Hajj (whose inner
meaning is to return to one’s true inner heart, the mysterious square, black-
shrouded Ka’ba in Mecca being the outward symbol of this heart). Thus also
Imanas such consists of belief in all the essential doctrines of religion (and the
inner meaning of this is that one should not go through the motions of religion
and of the five pillars of Islam blindly or robotically, but rather have real faith
and certainty in one’s heart). Thus, finally, Insanas such consists in believing
that God always sees us, and therefore that one must be virtuous and sincere in
all one’s actions. In this connection the Prophet said: OBYim in whoséHand
ismy Life,noneof you believe#l he love$or his neighbour what lovesor
himself @in summary, we could say that the essence of Islam is exactly the Two
Commandments upon which Jesus said hangs all theLaw and th&rophets:

And Jesus answered him, The brst of all commandments is...the Lord our

is one Lord; And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and wit
all thy soul, and with all thy understanding, and with all thy strength: this i

5od
h

b

the brst commandment. And the second commandment is like, namely this,

Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandm
greater than these.

1

2 Sahih Muslim'Kitab al Iman/, 18, n. 72.

3

Sahih Muslim;Kitab al Iman/, 1, N.I. (The Hadithsof the Prophet, like all sacred texts, are written
above in italics).

The Gospel according to Mark 12:29 —31. (See also Deuteronomy 6:5; and Matthew 22:37- 40).

ent




THE HOUSE OF ISLAM

THE CANON OF ISLAM

Islam does not, like Christianity, have a clergy. There is no temporal or e\
spiritual institute that holds it together or unibes it. So how has it held together
and indeed, RBourishedNfor the last fourteen centuries approximately, when i

en
N
(s

scholars and temporal policymakers keep changing and dying out over time?

How has it remained so homogeneous that the IslagvofCE was doctrinally
exactly the same as the Islanyaf CE? Where have its internal checks and
balances come from?

The answer is that Islam has a traditional caharcollection of sacred texts
which everyone has agreed are authoritative and debnitive, and which Obx

principles of belief, practice, law, theology and doctrine throughout the ages.

All that Muslim scholars (calledema and muftisor sheikhs and imam#ave
left to do is to interpret these texts and work out their practical application
and details (and the principles of interpretation and elaboration are themselv
ObxedO by these texts), so that in Islam a person is only considered lear
the extent that he can demonstrate his knowledge of these texts. This doeg
mean that Islam is a religion of limitations for these texts are a vast ocean

their principles can be inwardly worked out almost inPnitely in practice. It

does mean, however, that Islam is Obxed® and has certain limits beyond
it will not go. Thisis an extremely important concept to understand, because

misunderstanding it, and setting aside the traditional canon of Islam, leads
people killing and assassinating others in the name of relighentraditional

canon of Islam is what protects not just the religion of Islam itself, but the wor
(including Muslims themselves) from terrorism, murder and oppression in th
name of Islam. The canon is IslamOs internal check and balance system
what safeguards its moderation; it is Oself-censorshipO and its ultimate s
feature.

To be more specibc, the traditional Sunni Islamic Canon starts with the Qur(

itself; then the great traditional Commentaries upon it (e.g. Tabari; Razi;

Zamakhshari/Baydawi; Qurtubi; Jalalayn; Ibn Kathir; Nasab; and al Wahid
Asbab al Nuzul); then the eight traditional collections Hudith, the sayings
of the Prophet, (e.g. Muslim; Bukhari; Tirmidhi; Ibn Hanbal, al NasaQi;
Sijistani; al Darimi and Ibn Maja); the latefuhaddithin, or Traditionists (e.g.
Bayhagqi; Baghawi; Nawawi and OAsqgalani); then the traditional biograph
and historical works ofira (Ibn Ishag, Ibn SaOd, Wagidi; Azragji; Tabari; an
Suhayli); theRisala of al ShaPOi: thuwatta’ of Imam Malik; thelhya” Ulum

al Din of Ghazali; AshOarite and Maturidian theology; the (originaly of
Tahawi; Imam JazuliQsla’ilal Khayrat, and PnallyNalbeit only extrinsicallyN
Jahiliyya poetry (as a background reference for the semantic connotations

4 Even the English word '‘canon' comes from the Arabic Wwatdn meaning 'law' or 'principle’ .
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the house of islam

words in the Arabic language). We give a specibc (but not exhaustive) list here
in order to minimize the possibility of misunderstanding.

ISLAM IN HISTORY

It is evidently not possible to do justice to the role of Islam in world history,
thought and civilization in a few words, but the following paragraph by BritainOs
Prince Charles attempts it:

OThe medieval Islamic world, from Central Asia to the shores of the Atlantic
was a world where scholars and men of learning Rourished. But becausg
we have tended to see Islam as the enemy, as an alien culture, society, apd
system of belief, we have tended to ignore or erase its great relevance {o
our own history. For example, we have underestimated the importance
of eight hundred years of Islamic society and culture in Spain between
the 8th and 15th centuries. The contribution of Muslim Spain to the
preservation of classical learning during the Dark Ages, and to the prst
Bowerings of the Renaissance, has long been recognized. But Islamic Spajn
was much more then a mere larder where Hellenistic knowledge was kept
for later consumption by the emerging modern Western world. Not only
did Muslim Spain gather and preserve the intellectual content of ancient
Greek and Roman civilization, it also interpreted and expanded upon that
civilization, and made a vital contribution of its own in so many belds of
human endeavourNin science, astronomy, mathematics, algebra (it self
an Arabic word), law, history, medicine, pharmacology, optics, agriculture,
architecture, theology, music. Averroes [Ibn Rushd] and Avenzoor [Ibn
Zuhr], like their counterparts Avicenna [Ibn Sina] and Rhazes [Abu Bakr
al Razi] in the East, contributed to the study and practice of medicine in
ways from which Europe benebted for centuries afterwéyds.

D

On 4 June,2009 US President Barack Obama said the following at Cairo
University:

==

OAs a student of history, | also know civilizationOs debt to Islam. It was Islam|
at places like Al AzharNthat carried the light of learning through so many
centuries, paving the way for EuropeOs Renaissance and Enlightenmer
It was innovation in Muslim communities that developed the order of
algebra; our magnetic compass and tools of navigation; our mastery of peng
and printing; our understanding of how disease spreads and how it can
be healed. Islamic culture has given us majestic arches and soaring spire|

—

n

5 HRH the Prince of Wales, 'Islam and the West', a lecture given at the Sheldonian Theatre, Oxford on
October 27th, 1993, pp.17-18.




the house of islam

timeless poetry and cherished music; elegant calligraphy and places of
peaceful contemplation. And throughout history, Islam has demonstrated
through words and deeds the possibilities of religious tolerance and racial
equality.

| also know that Islam has always been a part of AmericaOs story. The brst
nation to recognize my country was Morocco. In signing the Treaty of
Tripoli in 1796our second President, John Adams, wrote, OThe United States
has in itself no character of enmity against the laws, religion or tranquility
of Muslims.O And since our founding, American Muslims have enriched
the United States. They have fought in our wars, they have served in our
government, they have stood for civil rights, they have started businesses,
they have taught at our universities, theyOve excelled in our sports arenal
theyOve won Nobel Prizes, built our tallest building, and lit the Olympic
Torch. And when the brst Muslim American was recently elected to
Congress, he took the oath to defend our Constitution using the same
Holy Koran that one of our Founding FathersNThomas JeffersonNkept
in his personal librarg.O

[

6 Barack Obama's speech in Cairo, 'Remarks by the President on a New Beginning' June 4, 2009.
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i.major doctrina}

. I
divisions within islam

A. SUNNI DOCTRINE

1) AshOari and Maturidi Schools: Sunni Orthodloxy

These two schools of doctrine are followed by the bulk of Sunni Muslims and

differ only in minor details.

Ash‘ari School: This school imamed after théth century scholafbu al Hasan

al AshOar874-936CE) and is widely accepted throughout the Sunni Muslin

world. They believe that the characteristics of God are ultimately beyond

human comprehension, and trust in the Revelation is essential, although
use of rationality is important.

Maturidi School: This school is named after th@th century scholar
Muhammad Abu Mansur al Maturid{853-944CE) and has a wide following
in regions where Hanab law is practiced. They have a slightly more pronoun
reliance on human reason.

2) Salab School

This school was developed around the doctrined 8bf century scholar
Muhammad ibn Abd al Wahhafl703-1792E). Salabs have specibc doctrina

beliefs, owing to their particular interpretation of Islam, that differentiate them

from the majority of Sunnis, such as a literal anthropomorphic interpretatio

he

ced

1

of God. Salabs place a great emphasis on literal interpretation of the QurOan and

Hadith, with skepticism towards the role of human reason in theology.

3) Multazili School

This school was developed between8heand 1@h centuries. Although it is
traced back tdVasil ibn Ata(d. 748CE) in Basra, theologiaA®u al Hudhayl
al OAllafd. 849CE) andBishr ibn al MuOtamifd. 825CE) are credited with

formalizing its theological stance. MuOtazili thought relies heavily on log

including Greek philosophy. Although it no longer has a signibcant following

small minority of contemporary intellectuals have sought to revive it. Mutazilitgs

believe that the QurOan was created as opposed to the Orthodox Sunni
that it is eternal and uncreated. Moreover they advocate using rationalism
understand allegorical readings of the QurOan.

C,

View
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major doctrinal divisions within islam

B.SHIOI DOCTRINE

1) The Twelver School

Belief in the infallibility {ssnah) of the Twelve Imams descended from the family
ofthe Prophetd hlal Bayt) who are believed to be the spiritual and rightful political
authorities of the Muslim communityUmma). The twelfth Imam, the Mahdi,

is believed to be in occultation to return in the future.

2) IsmaQili School

The QurOan and Hadith are said to have truths lying with a single living Ima
descended directly from the Prophet. Also known as OsevenersO for their
that IsmaQil ibn JaOfar was the seventh and Pnal leading-Imam of the ML
community.

3) Zaidi School

The infallibility of the Twelve Imams and the notion of occultation are rejecte
in favor of accepting the leadership of a living Imam. The Imamate can be h
by any descendant of the Proph8tyfid). Zaidis are also known as Obvers
for their belief that Zayd ibn Ali was the bfth and bnal leading-Imam of th
Muslim community.

C. IBADI DOCTRINE

Ibadis believe that God created the QurQOan at a certain point in time, and
God will not be seen on the Day of Judgment. They also believe in the ete
nature of hell for all those who enter it.

m,
belief
slim

hat
nal
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n. major |d%olo%||cal divisions

TRADITIONAL ISLAM
(96% OF THE WORLD’S MUSLIMS)

Also known as Orthodox Islam, this ideology is not politicized and is largely
based on scholarly consensus of correct opinion—thus including the Sunni,
Shi’a, and Ibadi branches of practice (and their subgroups) within the fold of
Islam, and not groups such as the Druze or the Ahmadiyya, among others.

ISLAMIC MODERNISM

(1% OF THE WORLD’S MUSLIMS)

Emerging from 19h century Ottoman Turkey and Egypt, this subdivision
contextualized Islamic ideology for the times—emphasizing the need for
religion to evolve with Western social advances.

ISLAMIC FUNDAMENTALISM
(3% OF THE WORLD’S MUSLIMS)

This is a highly politicized religious ideology popularized in the 20th century
through movements within both the Shi’a and Sunni branches of Islam—
characterized by aggressiveness and a reformist attitude toward traditional
Islam.

17



ideological divisions

na. traditional islam
SUNNI

(90% oF THE WORLD@ TRADITIONAL MUSLIMS)

Thelargest denomination of Muslims are referred to as Ahl as Sunnah waOl JamaQ|
or ‘people of the prophetic tradition and community’—with emphasis on
emulating the life of the last Prophet, Muhammad.

ScHooLSOF IsLamic Law

Hanab(45.5%Named after Imam Abu Hanifa (699-767 CE/ 89-157 Ahl)raq.
ShaP(QP28% Named after Imam al Shafi’i (767-820 CE/ 150-204 AhMedina.
Maliki (15% Named after Imam Malik (711-795 CE/ 93-179 AHYledina.

Hanbali (2% Named after Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal (780 -855 CE/ 164-241
AH) in Iraq.

MysTic BROTHERHOODS

BaOalawiyyah

Founded by al Fagih Muqaddam As Sayyid Muhammad bin Ali Ba’Alawi al
Husaini (d. 1232CE) in the Hadramaut valley of Yemen. Influence: popular
across the Arabian Peninsula, India, the North and West Coasts of Africa and
the Malay Archipelago.

Nagshbandiyyah

Founded by Baha al Din Nagshband (d. 1389CE) in Bukhara, modern day
Uzbekistan. Influence: popular from China to North Africa, Europe and
America.

Qadiriyyah

Founded by Persian scholar and saint 'Abd al Qadir al Jilani (1077-116&E) in
Baghdad, Iraq. Influence: stretches from Morocco to Malaysia, from Central
Asia to South Africa.

Tijaniyyah
Founded by the Algerian saint Ahmad al Tijani (d. 181%E) who settled and

taught in Fez, Morocco. Influence: major spiritual and religious role in Senegal,
Nigeria, Mauritania and much of Sub-Saharan Africa.

18



ideological divisions

Shadiliyyah
Founded by the Moroccan saint Abu'l-Hassan al Shadili2&&CE). Infuence:
most inBuential in North Africa and Egypt.

Rifaliyyah
Founded by Ahmad ibn ‘Ali al Rifa'i (#18ZE) in southern Irag. InfRuence:
widely practiced across the Muslim world with a strong presence in Egypt.
Suhrawardiyyah

Founded by Persian scholar Abu Najib Suhrawardil(68CE) in Iraqg.
InRuence: a strong presence in India.

Kubrawiyyah

Founded by Najm al Din Kubra (d.22XCE) from Khawarzm, modern day
Uzbekistan. InBuence: mostly present across Central Asia.

Mawlawiyyah

A Turkish order founded by the Persian saint and poet Jalal al Din Rulki7@l.
CE). InBuence: mainly in Turkey.

Chishtiyyah

Founded by the Persian saint Mu'in al Din Chishti(@38CE) in Khurasan.
InBuence: highly inBuential in India.

Khalwatiyyah

A Turkish order founded by the Persian saint 'Umar al Khalwafi3JaCE).
InBuence: large presence in the Balkans, Syria, Lebanon and North Africa.

Badawiyyah
An Egyptian order founded by the Moroccan saint Ahmad al Badaw? {@.

CE), considered by many as the patron saint of Egypt. InBuence: active rol¢ in

Egypt and the Sudan.

19



ideological divisions

SHI’A

(9.5% OF THE WORLD’S TRADITIONAL MUSLIMS)

ScHooLS OF IsLaMic Law

The second-largest denomination of Muslims are referred t8héSatu OAli
or Othe party of OAli,O the fourth caliph of Islam and Prst Imam in ShiQism

Twelvers (8% of Muslims) Named after Imam JaOfar al Safi@{7/65CE/83
148AH) in Medina.

Usuli (9% of Twelvers) This dominant school favors the use ipihad,
independent legal reasoning, with an emphasis on four accepted collections
of Hadith. It derives legal opinions from livirayatollahsor mujtahids whose
rulings become obligatorylaglid, the practice of following rulings without
questioning the religious authority, is a core tenet of this school. The name Usuli
is derived from the Arabic teromsulmeaning OprincipleO.

Akhbari: Akhbaris reject the useifithad or reasoning, and do not follawarjas
who practicejtinad. They also prohibit exegesis of the QurOan. They derive legall
rulings from the QurOaHadith, and consensus. The name Akhbari is derived
from the Arabic termakhbarmeaning OtraditionsO. They can trace their roots to
Muhammad Amin Astarabadid. 1627CE). Akhbaris continue to exist to this
day, although in small, concentrated pockets, particularly around Basra, Iraq.

Isma’ilis (Seveners) (Less than 0.8% of Muslims) Named after of Muhammad
ibn Ismail f46809CE/A28193AH) in Medina.

Zaidis (Fivers) (Less than .8% of Muslims) Named after of Imam Zaid ibn QAli
(695-74CCE) in Medina.

Mystic BROTHERHOODS

Irfan

Irfan, which means OknowingO in Arabic and Omost beautiful and knowledg
personO in Pashto, is ShiOa mystiklatta Sadr al Din Muhammag Shirazi
(1571-168%) from Iran is considered a leading theoridtfain in ShiOa Islam.

IBADI

(0.5% OF THE WORLD’S TRADITIONAL MUSLIMS)

The Ibadi school has origins in and is linked to the Kharijites, but the mode
day community is distinct from thé&h century Islamic sect. It was founded

after the death of Prophet Muhammad and is currently practiced by a majority

of Oman®s Muslim population. It is also found across parts of Africa.

eable

n

20



ideological divisions

. Islamic modernism

Islamic modernism is a reform movement started by politically-mindeg

urbanites with scant knowledge of traditional Islam. These people had

witnessed and studied Western technology and socio-political ideas, 3
realized that the Islamic world was being left behind technologically by t
West and had become too weak to stand up to it. They blamed this weakn
on what they saw as Otraditional Islam,0 which they thought held them back
was not Oprogressive® enough. They thus called for a complete overhaul of
includingNor rather in particularNIslamic lawgharig and doctrine &qida.
Islamic modernism remains popularly an object of derision and ridicule, and
scorned by traditional Muslims and fundamentalists alike.

ne Islamic fundamentalism

SUNNI

Muslim Brotherhood

The Muslim Brotherhood, oAl Ikhwan Al Muslimeeis a transnational Sunni
movement, with no particular ideological agenda. It is the largest politic
opposition organization in many Arab states, particularly in Egypt where it w
founded in opposition to colonial rule i¥assan al Banna in 1928

Al Banna originally sought to revive Muslim culture from its position of
exploitation under colonial rule, through charitable and educational work: t
give Islam a central role in peopleQs life. Sayyid QA@B-(966E) was also a
leading member of the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood in1886 and196@.

Wahhabism/Salafism

nd

ne

ess
and

Islam,

is

=

Wahhabism/Salabsm are terms used interchangeably to refer to a particlilar

brand of Islam. Salaf, meaning predecessors in Arabic, refers to the very &
practice of Islam by Muhammad and his immediate successors. SalaR
proposes to revive the practice of Islam as it was at the time of the Prophet af
critical of emphasis being placed on thinkers from after this péviehammad
ibn ‘Abd al Wahhab (1703L792ZCE)was the central bPgure in the formulation of
this ideology therefore Salabsm is often simply known as Wahhabism.

arly
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ideological divisions

SHIOA

Revolutionary shiQism

Revdutionary ShiOism is an ideology based on the teachings of Ayatatiah

Ruhollah Khomeini (19021989CE), which shares many similarities with
Marxist revolutionary thought. Khomeini believed that the only way to secu
independence from colonial or imperial forces was through the creation of
ShiQa state, under the ide®ehiyat-e Fagih (Guardianship of the Jurist). This
means that all politics is subject to the opinion of the Supreme Leader whc
responsible for the continued success of the revolution. Revolutionary ShiQ
is only practiced in Iran.

e

sm

22



Notes

Notes:
1.

Orthodoxy in Islam is based on verse 2:285 of the Holy QurOan, and has Qeen

best debned by the historical 2005 international Islamic consensus on the Othree ppintsO

of the Amman Message

(seewww.ammanmessage.conthese points being:

(a) Whosoever is an adherent to one of the funnischools lladhab}
of Islamic jurisprudenceHanab, Maliki, Shd®and Hanbal), the two Shi@a
schools of Islamic jurisprudencéafari andZayd), the Ibadi school of Islamic
jurisprudence and th&habhiri school of Islamic jurisprudence, is a Muslim.
Declaring that person an apostate is impossible and impermissible. Verily his
(or her) blood, honour, and property are inviolable. Moreover, in accordance
with the Sheikh Al Azharfaswa it is neither possible nor permissible to declare
whosoever subscribes to tAeshOaxreed or whoever practices r@asawwuf
(Subsm) an apostate. Likewise, it is neither possible nor permissible to declare
whosoever subscribes to trialakthought an apostate.

Equally, it is neither possible nor permissible to declare as apostates any groug
of Muslims who believes in God, Gloribed and Exalted be He, and His Messenge
(may peace and blessings be upon him) and the pillars of faith, and acknowledges
the bve pillars of Islam, and does not deny any necessarily self-evident tenet o
religion.

(b) There exists more in common between the various schools of Islamic
jurisprudence than there is difference between them. The adherents to the eight
schools of Islamic jurisprudence are in agreement as regards the basic principle
of Islam. All believe in Allah (God), Gloribed and Exalted be He, the One and the
Unique; that the Noble QurQan is the Revealed Word of God; and that our master
Muhammad, may blessings and peace be upon him, is a Prophet and Messenge
unto all mankind. All are in agreement about the bve pillars of Islam: the two
testaments of faithshahadatayy the ritual prayer gala}; almsgiving Zakaj;
fasting the month of Ramadasawn), and theHajj to the sacred house of God
(in Mecca). All are also in agreement about the foundations of belief: belief in
Allah (God), His angels, His scriptures, His messengers, in the Day of Judgment
and in Divine Providence in good and in evil. Disagreements betweelethz
(scholars) of the eight schools of Islamic jurisprudence are only with respect to
the ancillary branches of religiofuu® and not as regards the principles and
fundamentals su) [of the religion of Islam]. Disagreement with respect to the
ancillary branches of religiofufuO) is a mercy. Long ago it was said that variance
in opinion among thallema(scholars) Ois a good affairQ.

(c) Acknowledgement of the schools of Islamic jurisprudeiadiiaby
within Islam means adhering to a fundamental methodology in the issuance of
fatwas: no one may issuefawa without the requisite personal qualibcations
which each school of Islamic jurisprudence determines [for its own adherents].
No one may issuefatwawithout adhering to the methodology of the schools of
Islamic jurisprudence. No one may claim to do unlimifjgldad and create a new
school of Islamic jurisprudence or to issue unacceptates that take Muslims
out of the principles and certainties of gteariaand what has been established
in respect of its schools of jurisprudence.

o
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HISMAJESTY KING ABDULIAH

BIN ABDUL AZIZ AL 8UD
King of Saudi Arabia, Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques

King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz al Saud of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques is the most influential Muslim in the world.
Saudi Arabia is geopolitically important as the most
powerful Arab nation in the region. King Abdullah also
garners influence globally for Saudi Arabia’s interna-
tional role as an exporter of crude oil and refined pe-
troleum products.

Country: Saudi Arabia

Date of Birth: 1August 1924
Source of Influence: Political,
Administrative, Lineage
Influence: King with authority
over 29million Saudis, aprox.
2 million Hajj pilgrims and
over 15million Umrah pilgrims

Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques annually
King Abdullah has significant influence in the global gc?(gﬂ of Thought: Moderate
ala

Muslim community through his custodianship of the
two holy sites of Mecca and Medina. Mecca is the main
pilgrimage site for 15 billion Muslims—of which 24
million fulfill their religious obligation annually.

Rank: 20101- 20091

Controls World’s Largest Oil Reserves

King Abdullah reigns over a land of massive crude oil reserves—Saudi Arabia has approxi-
mately 25percent of the world’s proven oil reserves—making him a key player in the global
petroleum industry.

Controls Largest Da’wa Network

King Abdullah is also head of the most extensive daOwaetwork of missionary Muslims in the
world, promoting the Salafi brand of Islam. Salafism is historically rooted in Saudi Arabia,
and owes its global spread to financial backing from the Saudi Royal Family.

Reformer

King Abdullah has proven his domestic influence in Saudi Arabia through his ability to enact
multiple landmark reforms to fight corruption, balance the Saudi budget, tailor the educa-
tion system, address women’s and minority rights, engage in interreligious diplomacy as well
as tackle problems in the justice system. He has:

+  Appended the Baya Council; a 38 man family council to legitimize the process of choos-
ing successors to the Saudi throne.

+  Cleaned up corruption in the Saudi Royal Family.

+  Increased the representation of minorities in Saudi governance, including increased
Shi’a representation in the Shura Council.

+  Given women a voice and increased their social participation.

+  Taken educational administration out of the hands of religious leaders and gave author-
ity instead to the educational establishment.

+  Presented a $10billion endowment for the King Abdullah University of Science and
Technology.

+  Systematically replaced hard-line Salafi judges with moderate leaders in the Saudi court
system. Employed personal interventions within the justice system—in particular re-
gard to marriages.

28




Cut the funding power of the morality police.

Convened a global interfaith summit in 2008and subsequently issued the Madrid Dee
laration,which calls for tolerance between religions and a culture of peace.

The first Saudi monarch in 51years to address the UN General Assembly and the first
reigning Saudi monarch to have met with a pope, Pope Benedict XVI in November 2007
Donates to all poor in the world. He donated $50million in cash and $10million-worth
of relief materials for the 2008Sichuan Earthquake in China and pledged a $1billion
donation towards the reconstruction of the Palestinian coastal territory during the Is-
raeli war on Gaza.
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HISEXCELLENCY RECERAYYIPERDOGAN
Prime Minister of the Republic of Turkey

Since2003 Erdogan has been the Prime Minister

one of the most populous and economically develog
Muslim-majority countries in the world. Although
Turkey has been run according to the ideals of sect
ism since the end of the Ottoman Empire, the pog
lace is predominantly religious, and primarily Muslin
Erdogan is also the chairman of the ruling AK Pa
(Adalet ve Kalkbnma Partisi, the Justice and Deve
ment Party) though he has announced this year
concession of his parliamentary seaR@i5The AK

PartyOs ofPcial ideology is Oconservative democracyQ; an attempt to create a Muslim
racy in an aggressively secular country.

Country: Turkey

Date of Birth:26 Februaryl954
Source of InBuencePolitical
InBuence:Leads government
of 774 million Turkish citizens
School of ThoughtTraditional
Sunni

Rank:20102 820095 S

A Popular Reformist

The political power that Erdogan now has is in part due to the AK PartyOs ability to insti
political reforms; both to produce major economic growth and also to enfranchise religio
Muslim voters. Erdogan has recently called for more transparency in military operations
abolishing The Protocol on Cooperation for Security and Public Order (EMASYA), whi
was enacted ih997

democ

ute
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Despite his partyOs Islamic orientation, Erdogan has put increased emphasis on Furkey
cession to the EUNboth in Ankara and Brussels. In fact, the stress on EU accession is

par

tially due to his partyOs Islamic orientation, as accession to the EU requires further religious
freedom reforms that are sought by TurkeyOs Muslim population. Erdogan is also leafling
groundbreaking initiatives to ensure the rights of TurkeyOs Kurdish population, ard its fre

ligious minoritiesNmost recently calling for the establishment of an independent anti-di
crimination commission, and the launch of a state-run Kurdish language television chan

A Mediator

el.

Erdogan insists on a role for Turkey as a mediator and bridge between cultures and civifiza

tions. The Alliance of Civilizations initiative of the United NationsNthat Erdogan estab
lished with the Spanish president, Jose Luis Rodriguez ZapateroNhas become a key fd
for international, intercultural, and interreligious dialogue and cooperation.

Outspoken on Gaza
Erdogan is hailed for his strong opposition toward the Israeli blockade of the Gaza Strip,

rum

He

is noted for his high-proble snub of Israeli President Shimon Peres at the World Econofnic

Forum in Davos ir2009 and his criticism of Israel's Magraid on a humanitarian Rotilla,
which mark his growing inRuence in the Muslim world.

Good Neighbor Policy

Erdogan has led a new approach in Turkish foreign relations through his adoption of a Ogood

neighbor policy®Nin Augug009 Turkey and Armenia signed protocols to improve-rela
tions. During ErdoganOs leadership Turkey has focused on building stronger relations
all of its seven land-contiguous neighbors (especially Greece) and also all of those cour
bordering the Black Sea (an important trading hub and a geopolitically signibcant area).
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HIS EMINENCE GRAND

AYATOLLAH HAJJ SAYYID ALI KHAMENEI
Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran

Grand Ayatollah Khamenei is the Supreme Leadel
the Islamic Republic of Iran. He was born in Mashh
in the far north east of Iran, and studied in the leadi
Iranian religious seminary in Qom, before becomil
involved in the struggle with the Pahlavi Regime in
sixties and seventies.

Country: Iran

Date of Birth:17 July1939
Source of InBuencePolitical,
Administrative
InBuence:Supreme Leader of
66.8 million Iranians

School of ThoughtTraditional
Twelver ShiOa, Revolutionary
ShiGism

Rank:2010:3 &009:2 T

Champion of Iranian Solidarity

Although Khamenei was initially criticized for endor:
ing the Juneoog re-election of President Mahmout
Ahmadinejad, he has been acclaimed for his respc
to the post-election turmoil. He ordered the closing of
the Kahrizak detention centre in response to reports of prisoner abuse and deaths. He
called for solidarity within Iran, in light of thst anniversary of the Islamic republic on
Februaryi, 2010.

Defender of the Islamic Republic

has

As a response to the June sanctions on Iran passed by the U.N. Security council Kharpenei

publicly denounced the efforts of the U.S. and Western powers as weak attempts at 'bully
Iran, in an effort to garner inBunce as a defender of the Islamic Republic. This comes
time when his support of President Ahmadinejad is seen as a blot on his inSuence: July

ing'
At a
pro

tests against Ahmadinejad's tax increase on Iran's merchants were marked by public ogtcry

against the Supreme Leader.

Supreme LeadeNelayat-e Faqih
KhameneiOs current inBuence stems from his powerful position as a religious leader,
gives him a unique role in political affairs. His job is to enadfdlayat-e Fagffithe guard-
ianship of the jurist. In real terms this means a system where schdtafs(islamic juris

hich

prudence) have a controlling say in the political affairs of the state. The rule of the jurist was a

ra

concept created by Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, based on ideas that have run threugh

national religion of Iran. The rule of the jurist was conceived in a battle against oppres
as a way of safeguarding the Iranian nation from tyranny, giving the Pnal say in all ma
to a group of religious scholars, the Council of Guardians. This Council is headed by a g
arbitratorNthe Supreme Leader.

nian political history since the time of Shah IsmailNwho was the brst to make Shi®a Islara the

Leader of ShiQa Revolution
Khamenei gains much of his infBuence in Iran from his role as a leader of the Islamie ReV
tion in Iran. The Islamic Republic of Iran was forged out ofighe Revolution. Combating
what many saw as the tyrannical rule of the Shah, Khamenei joined the Society of Com
ant Clergy that staged demonstrations mobilizing many of the protests leading to the Sh
overthrow. After the revolution inpy9, Khamenei was one of the founding members of the
Islamic Republic Party, and a member of the assembly of experts that was responsibl
drafting Iran®s new constitution.
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HIS MAJESTY KING ABDULLAH II BIN AL HUSSEIN
King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

King Abdullah 1l of Jordan has inRuence in Jordan a
around the world due to his lineage in the Hashel
ite family, his custodianship of Jerusalem and ac
ism on various frontsNfrom freedom of the press ar
reformed domestic policy to international diplomac
In his reign as King, he is noted for having develoy
JordanOs free market economy, arts and culture sce
well as addressing issues of homelessness and po\

Country: Jordan

Date of Birth: 30Januaryl962
Source of Influence: Political,
Lineage

Influence: King with authority
over approximately.4 million
Jordanians and outreach to
Traditional Islam

Prophetic Lineage School of Thought: Traditional

King Abdullah Il is a member of the Hashemite fam Sunni ’

and a4kt generation direct descendant of the Prog Rank: 20104 820094

et Muhammad through the lineage of the ProphetOs

grandson al Hasan. The HashemitesBani Hashemljnk back to the tribe of Quraish.
Hashem was the name of the ProphetOs great-grandfather. King Abdullah Il is thus a me
of theAhl al Bay{(the family of the Prophet Muhammad).

Ruling Dynasty

The Hashemite family ruled Mecca frdlROLCE t01925CE and other branches of the fam
ily ruled Mecca fronb00 CE, when Qusayy, the grandfather of Hashem, became Mecc
prst king. The Hashemite dynasty is the oldest ruling dynasty in the Islamic world, and
second-oldest in the world, after that of Japan.

Custodian of Holy Sites in Jerusalem

As custodian of the Muslim holy sites in the city of Jerusalem, King Abdullah 1l maintain
unique prestige in the region. He has gone on record in N@xttio condemn IsraelOs inclu
sion of West Bank religious sites in its national heritage list.

Islamic Outreach
King Abdullah 1l has proven inBuence at the forefront of a global intra-faith movemen

mber

50s
he

L,

through the creation of the Amman Message; a call for greater intra-religious tolerance gand

unity in Islam that was endorsed by representatives from all major Muslim gro2p84n

King Abdullah 11 is also credited with the Royal Aal al Bayt Institute for Islamic Though
most authoritative website on the QurOantafsiror QurOanic exegesis (AlTafsir.com). An
extensive resource for Islamic scholarship, AlTafsir.com includes Arabic texts frd®® ove

commentaries of the QurO#tadith texts, among other tools for research in the QurOanif

sciences, with daily hits in the thousands. King Abdullah Il is also noted for founding the n
World Islamic Sciences and Education University in Jordan (www.wise.edu.jo).

King Abdullah 11 is also lauded as an interfaith leader foR@@¥initiative, A Common
WordNa groundbreaking initiative in Christian-Muslim engagement (www.acommon
word.com).

Peace Activist

King Abdullah 1l is the leading player in the dialogue for peace between the Palestiniansl)and

Israelis. He has openly called for discussion in the negotiations toward a two-state soluti
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HIS MAJESTY KING MOHAMMED VI

King of Morocco

Known as Amir al Mu'minin, or Commander of the Country: Morocco

Faithful, King Mohammad VI of Morocco is lauded for  pate of Birth: 2 1August 1963
his domestic reform policies and pioneering efforts in
modernizing Morocco and countering terrorism. He
tackles issues of poverty, vulnerability and social ex-  nfluence: King with authority
clusion at home, and has improved foreign relations.  jvor 35million Moroccans
King Mohammad VI is an influential leader, mainly  g.hool of Thought: Traditional
due to his position as the only legitimate contender for Sunni, Maliki

the Islamic Caliphate, for his control of the network of Rank: 20165- 20093 T
Muslims following the Maliki school of Islamic juris-

prudence, and as a leading monarch in Africa.

Source of Influence: Political,
Administrative, Development

Contender for the Caliphate

As successor to a 350year-old dynasty, King Mohammad VT’s lineage makes him the only le-
gitimate contender for the Islamic Caliphate. The Alaouite Dynasty links back to the Prophet
Muhammad. King Mohammad VI possesses the only authentic claim to an Islamic Caliphate,
if one were to be established. Indeed, the Moroccans never recognized the Ottoman Caliphate
on the grounds that the Ottomans were not descendents of the Prophet Muhammad.

Control of Maliki Network

King Mohammad VI also leads the oldest Islamic establishment of Maliki Muslims. The Ma-
liki madhab is the third largest school of jurisprudence in Islam. This school bases its rulings
on the Qur'an and Hadith but also predominantly derives its practices from the work of
Malik ibn Anas (711795CE) and his texts, the Al Muwatta and Al Mudawana. Since early in
his reign, King Mohammed VI has implemented the Mudawana family law code that gives
rights to women in divorce and property ownership, as well as citizenship to children born
to non-Moroccan fathers. He has also commissioned the Islamic Affairs Ministry to train
women preachers, or Morchidat, who are now active chaplains to Moroccans across the globe.

Huge Influence over Muslims in Africa

King Mohammed VI leads the largest African monarchy, with a population of 35million.
Besides political links, Morocco maintains strong spiritual ties with Muslims all over Africa.
Morocco is the site of the tomb of a highly revered Sufi sheikh, Mawlana Ahmed Ibn Moham-
med Tijani al Hassani al Maghribi (173881&E), the founder of the Tijaniyya Sufi order. The
shrine attracts millions of people from across the continent. Morocco is also recognized as a
source for the spread of Islam through West Africa. Thus, King Mohammed VI exercises vast
amounts of power and influence over Muslims in Morocco, throughout Africa, and the rest
of the world. He leads one of the most stable constitutional monarchies in the region, which
is also the center of a moderate, flourishing Muslim culture.

Patron of the Al Qarawiyyin University
King Mohammad VI is the patron of the oldest university in the world, the University of Al
Qarawiyyin, in Fez, which was established in 859CE.
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HISMAJESTY SULRN QABOOSBIN SOIDAL AOID

Sultan of Oman

Sultan Qaboos bin Sa’id al Sa’id, the 14h descendant Country: Oman

of the Al Bu Sa’idi dynasty, is a socially and politically o o¢ Birth: 18November
active monarch, celebrating his 40th year as Sultan in 194

2010Sultan Qaboos has revolutionized and modern-
ized Oman, transforming it from a poor, isolationist
nation into a land closely linked with the African conti-
nent and devoted to economic development, regional

Source of Influence: Lineage,
Political, Development
Influence: Leader of 35million
- - citizens and residents of Oman
stability, and religious tolerance. School of Thought: Traditional
Ibadi

Leader of Omani Sultanate Rank: 20106 - 20096

Sultan Qaboos al Sa’id reigns over a country strategi-

cally situated in the Gulf region. Oman has a stake in

the crude oil market due to the Strait of Hormuz, which connects the Gulf of Oman to the
Persian Gulf and the Arabian Sea, producing over 757000barrels of crude oil per day in 2008
according to the US Energy Information Administration.

Historically, Oman is significant as one of the only countries with a large population of Ibadi
Muslims and as the most authoritative state in the Ibadi movement—one that is recognized
as one of the oldest schools of Islamic thought.

Beacon of Islam

Sultan Qaboos has helped build or restore thousands of mosques at his personal expense,
the grandest being the Sultan Qaboos Mosque, which can accommodate up to 20000 wor-
shippers. The Sultan is a discreet but strong supporter of moderate Islam and has created a
unique Islamic culture in Oman that has carefully combined the best of traditional Islam
with the benefits of the modern world. Sultan Qaboos has promoted culturally-specific Is-
lamic dress, art, architecture and education, and is a keen advocate of environmentalism. This
quiet, measured rise has made Oman a hidden pearl of the Islamic world.

Personal Leadership

The Sultan has raised the Omani standard of living by building up Oman’s school and health
care systems, infrastructure, and economy. He cites political participation as one of his major
long-term goals. Within the last two decades, he has introduced political reforms including
a bicameral representative body, a basic law, universal suffrage, and a Supreme Court. More-
over, despite Oman’s relative lack of oil and gas compared to other Gulf States, the Sultan has
invested his country’s wealth so wisely that all citizens are guaranteed free education up to the
doctoral level (should they qualify); free health care; free land; soft loans for building homes;
jobs and social security for the disabled, orphans and widows. Furthermore, unlike neighbor-
ing countries, Oman has resolved all its border demarcation issues with all its neighbors, has
no foreign debt and has a sovereign wealth reserve fund of over 30billion Riyals (about $100
billion). Oman is thus arguably the best administrated country in the Islamic world, if not in
the whole world.

International Leader
Sultan Qaboos has been recognized by organizations such as the United Nations and the
National Council of US-Arab Relations for his leadership in the Persian Gulf region. In 2008
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he presided over the GCC Summit, where he was commended for his ongoing efforts tov

ard

political and economic cooperation amongst the GCC states. Sultan Qaboos has madg an

effort to strengthen ties between Oman and Iran, as well as the strategic partnership bet
Oman and IndiaNshowing the SultanOs foresight in carving foreign policy independent
that of his Arab neighbors.
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HISEMINENCEPROFES®R DR SHEIKH AHMAD

MUHAMMAD AL TAYEB
Grand Sheikh of the Al Azhar University,
Grand Imam of the Al Azhar Mosque

Sheikh Ahmad Muhammad al Tayeb was appointe:
Grand Sheikh of Al Azhar in Mar@®10Qafter the pass
ing of his predecessor, Dr Muhammad Sayyid Tant
He was formerly the president of the Al Azhar for se
years and prior to that, served for two years as the
ond most powerful cleric in Egypt as its Grand Mufti

Country: Egypt

Date of Birth:1946

Source of InBuenceAdmin-
istrative

InBuence:Highest scholarly
authority for a majority of

Al TayebOs scholarly inRuence as a leading intelll Sunni Muslims, runs the fore
of Sunni Islam spans the globe. He has served a most Sunni Islamic university
dean of the Faculty of Islamic Studies in Aswan, anc with close ta#00000 students
theology faculty of the International Islamic Univers School of ThoughtTradi

in Pakistan. He has also taught in universities in Si tional Sunni

Arabia, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates. She Rank:20107 8200925A

al Tayeb holds a PhD in Islamic philosophy from- Sor

bonne University.

Advocate of Traditional Islam

Sheikh. He has since issued decisions to teach all four schools of traditional Islamic thofight

Al Tayeb has emphasised his mission to promote traditional Islam since becoming GrEnd

at Al Azhar University, while stressing the importance of teaching students about Isla
heritageNconsidering Al Azhar graduates as ambassadors of Islam to the world.

Spiritual Leader of the Al Azhar University
Sheikh al Tayeb leads the second-oldest university in the world, where teaching has
tinued without interruption sinc®75CE. Al Azhar represents the center of Sunni Islamig

jurisprudence. It is a key institution that issues authoritative religious rulings and has pfo

vided extensive Islamic education to Egyptian and international students since its incep
over a millennium ago. This history makes Al Azhar a bastion of Sunni traditionalism. T|
university is considered one of the most prominent Islamic educational institutions, and t|
foremost center of Sunni Muslim scholarship in the world.

Administers the Al Azhar Education Network

ic

Con

on
he
e

Al Azhar is the second oldest, and currently the largest, university in the world, having rigen

from a group of three schools in th858 to its current state wiff2feeder schools, and close
to 400000 students studying there at any one time. Including schools that are part of
Azhar wadf initiatives there are close tillion students. This immense size and grounded
respect make the head of Al Azhar an extraordinarily powerful and academically inRuen
person. In spite of his huge workload as president, and now as Grand Sheikh, al Tayeb
lishes regularly in numerous academic journals, dealing particularly with the reception
Islamic culture and philosophy in the Western world.

Al Tayeb is also a member of the Egyptian Society of Philosophy, the Supreme Ceurt g

Al
tial

bub
of

f Is

lamic Affairs and is the head of the Religious Committee at the Egyptian Radio and Televigion

Union.
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HISEMINENCEGRAND
AYATOLLAH SAYYID ALI HUSEIN SBTANI

Marja of the Hawza, Najaf, Iraq

Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Husseini Sis'Eani is t Country: Iraq

prime marja, or spiritual reference fdthnaOAsharia paie of Birth:4 August1930
(Twelver) forShiOa Muslims. He is the leading she
of the Hawza ~Seminary in Najaf, Iraq and tl Lineage

preeminent ShiOa cleric gloklally. Sistani is one ol InRuence Highest authority
most respected of thearjaiyyaNthe highest posi}ion for 1720 million Iragi Shi®a,
of authority in the Usuli school of Twelver ShrGia

Source of InBuenceScholarly,

and also internationally as a
moral and religious authority
to Usuli Twelver Shi®a werld
wide

Preeminent Shida Cleric akthrja Taglid

SistaniOs inRuence in the Twelver Shida sect stem
his scholarly lineage and education, vyhich has enal gchool of ThoughtTraditional

him to reach the status ofarja taglidNthe highest g qjyer Shi®a, Usuli

status in the Usuli branch of Twelver ShiOa Ishama  Rank:20108 420097 T
taglidmeans literally one who is worthy of being-im.

tatedN placing Sistani in a position of great authority over Twelver Shi®a Muslims. There
currently only29marjasworldwide. Sistani is descended from a family of religious scholar
and was educated in the leading institutions in Iran. He later went to Najaf, Iraq to stu
under the Grand Ayatollah Abu al Qasim al Khoei. On KhoeiOs dé&@2iSistani took

are
B,

Oy

over as grand ayatollah, inheriting al KhoeiOs following. He soon rose to become the le@ding

cleric in Irag. With the recent opening of Iragi shrines to Iranian tourists Sistani is gaining
following outside of Iraq.

Financial InBuence

Sistani also has very signibcant Pnancial clout due to his positi@mjasAs anarjahis fot
lowers give him a religious tash(ims Arabic for one pbfth). The redistribution of this tax for
the common good is one of the key roles wfaaja Much of this remittance is redistributed
through the Al Khoei FoundationNthe largest Twelver ShiOa development organization
the world that maintains a network of educational and humanitarian establishments for bg
shiOa and non-ShiOa Muslims.

Quietist InBuence
Signibcantly, Sistani is against the idedetdyat-e Fagjlsuggesting Shida clerics should no

a

in
th

get involved in politics. Paradoxically this approach has afforded him very strong inBuencg as

a religious leader unsullied by politics. This became clear after the Iraq invasion when Si

issued a legal rulindatwa calling on the clergy to guide IraqOs populace, and later durifg

the 2005elections when he issued a ruling telling Shi®a women that they were religio

tani

Lsly

a peacemaker in the turbulent post-invasion Irag. At a time when Sistani was losing sup
to Sheikh Mugtada al Sadr, he showed his sway by arranging a lasting deal between Sal
US forces at the Imam Ali Shrine in Naja200%a deal that secured the Shrine and pushed
for an American retreat. Sistani has been vocal about encouraging Iraqgis to participate ir
201Qparliamentary elections.

obliged to vote. Ali Sistani has used his position of quietist authority to wield inBuence aIsE as

ort
rand

the
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HISEXCELLENCYRESDENT
SUSLO BAMBANG YUDHOYONO

President of Indonesia

President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono is the politi- C . .
. . ountry: Indonesia

cal leader of the most populous Muslim country in :

Date of Birth: 9 September
the world. Commonly referred to as SBY, he has had 1949
marked influence over the country as the first directly .

; . Source of Influence: Political,
elected president of Indonesia and over the world as
h . £ anti . " dab ¢ Development

a champion of anti-terrorism eftforts and a beacon o Tt Leadlar off 240wk

democracy in the Muslim world. lion citizens and residents of

Beacon of Democracy I lone)
. School of Thought: Traditional
President Yudhoyono came to power after a success- .
ful career with the Indonesian National Army as a Stz
Rank: 20169

four-star general—when he was dubbed “the thinking
general” for his efforts toward military reform. This
reputation, and a pristine political career with the administrations of former Presidents Ab-
durrahman Wahid and Megawati Sukarnoputri are the bases upon which the Democratic
Party was founded in 2001

This new political party was founded on the pancasila or five basic principles (belief in the
Oneness of God, just and civilized humanity, the unity of Indonesia, democracy, and social
justice) with the goal of launching Yudhoyono’s candidacy for the 2004elections. Since then,
he has become increasingly influential as a beacon of democracy for a country historically
marred by corruption and political instability. He was re-elected for a second and final five-
year term in October 2009

Popular Reformist

Besides proposing military reform, President Yudhoyono has been recognized for his efforts
to establish regional autonomy laws and resolve the separatist conflict in the Aceh and Papua
provinces. He has also been credited for reviving the economy, and for his market-friendly
approach to reform. He works closely with the Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK)
to clean up graft and corruption in Indonesia. The resulting economic and political stability
has been attributed to his unique influence and the power of his personal leadership.

Force for Anti-Terrorism Initiatives

Yudhoyono’s increasing popularity is also due in part to the sincerity with which he actualizes
his promises to the Indonesian people such as the promises for anti-terrorism enforcement
made during his 2004election campaign. Indonesia has worked closely with Australian intel-
ligence and security forces to quell extremist threats. In response to the July 2009hotel bomb-
ings in Jakarta, President Yudhoyono has been vigilant about openly condemning the perpe-
trators as agents of terrorism and simultaneously voices his dedication to establishing peace
and security in Indonesia through programs that target education and poverty-alleviation in
key areas where militants may prey on youth.
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HISEMINENCE $IEIKH DR ALI GOMA®
Grand Mufti of The Arab Republic of Egypt

Shel_kh Ali GomaOg is the Grand Muftl of the Arab Country: Egypt

public of Egypt. He is the second highest Sunni auth pa¢e of Birth: 3 Marchios3
ity in Egypt after Sheikh Ahmad al Tayeb and one
the foremost Islamic scholars in the world. GomaC
responsible for the Dar al Ifta al Masriyyah, a lead [, fuence: Legal authority for
institute for Islamic legal research, and the legal arn 83.9 million Egyptians

the Egyptian Ministry of Justice, which is responsil g.p001 of Thought: Traditional
for passing ofbcial religious rulings. Sunni. ShabOi

Source of Influence: Scholarly,
Political

Rank: 110 82009:9 T
Egypt’s Weight in Islamic Scholarship AL 201010 22009-9

GomaOals scholarly inBuence is derived from his position at the center of many of the

signibcant institutions of Islamic law in the world. Before becoming Grand Mufti, GomaEa

was a professor of jurisprudence at Al Azhar UniversityNthe second oldest university in
world, founded iny;5s CENGomaOa also served as a member of the Fatwa Council. He is
rently a member of the International Islamic Figh Academy, the highest institute of Islal
law in the Organization of the Islamic ConferenceNan inter-governmental organization f
Muslim-majority countries.

Personal Popularity

GomaOa has become incredibly popular as a mufti since he began to appear on pa
broadcast and satellite television. Part of his appeal is due to the revival of the old Isl
practice of informal Oknowledge circles® at the Al Azhar Mosque, and very well attended
sessions after his Friday sermons at the Sultan Hasan Mosque, where GomaOa makes
of taking on anyone who tries to simplify or distort Islamic teachings without knowledge
its traditions. This has made him extremely popular with those who are uncomfortable w|
extremism.

Popularized and Simplified Fatwas

GomaOa has immense legal inBuence through his advocacy of Islamic legglruliggs (
Since he was appointed Grand Mufti of Egyptdos, GomaOa has modernized the proces
of issuingfatwas in the country. He has done this by overhauling the Dar al Ifta organizatio
into a dynamic institution with worldwide reach, based gataa council and a system of
checks and balances. GomaQa has been outspoken on environmental sustainabilityNspe
in Novemberoog9 about plans to make Medina the brst OgreenO Islamic city.

Technological Influence
GomaOa has authored oxebooks, as well as hundreds of articles. He now uses the Dar
Ifta to disseminate his scholarly opinion. His ofbce issuesssaméatwas a week, with of

most

e
ur
ic
r

pular
mic
Q&A
a point
Df

th

=]

aking

al

Pcial ones on important issues written by him and the routine ones dealt with via phone dnd

the Internet by a team of subordinate muftis. GomaOa believes that respect for traditiona
is growing in the Muslim world, partly because of the immense demayidhfas issued by
his ofpbce.

lism
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HISEMINENCE S EIKH

ABDUL AZIZIBN ABDULIAH AAL AL HEIKH
Grand Mufti of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

As the Grand Mufti, Sheikh Abdul Aziz ibn Abdulla
Aal al Sheikh has the highest position of religious
thority in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. He is an Islar
ic scholar based in MeccaNthe seat of Sunni Islar
and has inBuence as a leading cleric of the expar
global movement of Salap Muslims.

Country: Saudi Arabia

Date of Birth:1941

Source of InBuenceScholarly,
Administrative
InBuence:Grand Mufti to29
million Saudis and the global

Head of Sunni Jurisprudential Committees network of Salab Muslims
Sheikh Abdul Aziz Aal al Sheikh is chairman of t S¢hool of ThoughtSalab
Council of Senior Scholars, a scientibc consu Rank:2010:1 &009:11

tive commission composed of leading Sunni special

ist scholars agharia(lslamic law). He has been behifawashat call for more rights for
women and children.

Al Sheikh is also chairman of the Permanent Committee for Islamic Reseafatweste-
ligious rulings), a special committee designated for the researching and issuing of religjous
rulings on jurisprudenceadith, andAgida(creed) for the Sunni world.

As head of the Presidency for ScientibPc Research and Religioudtadiatdftg, al Sheikh
is often the spokesperson for controversial rulings issued from the Kingdom. He is recbg
nized for his inBuence in enforcing a distinct view of Islamic traditionods, he pub
licly criticized Muslim televangelists who encouraged Muslims to celebrate birthdays gnd
anniversariesNstressing, instead, that only the two occasions of OEid and the weekly Rriday
observations are valid occasions to celebrate. In this, and also in his condemnation of Turkish
soap operas sweeping the Arab World, al Sheikh has stressed the importance of eliminfting
distracting practices. He is also ardently opposed to the practice of marrying off very yoling
girls to older men, emphasizing its incongruence with human decency and Islamic traditign.

Central Figure of Global Salab Movement
As Grand Mufti of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, al Sheikh is the leading religious bPgurg of
the Saudi-based network of Salab Muslims. He stresses the importance of adhering to a jteral
interpretation of the scripture and following Islam as it was practiced by the early-gengra
tions of Muslims. The rulings derived by al Sheikh are based heavily on a literal reading of the
Qurdan and emphasize the need to strip away innovative cultural practices that have betome
a part of MuslimsO lives across cultures. The movement he leads is characterized by &n au
thoritative stance on Islamic religious practice.

Eminent Scholarship
Grand Mufti al Sheikh is recognized as a leading contemporary scholar of Islam. He-has Ig¢ver
aged this inBuence by openly speaking out against Osama bin Laden and Al Qaeda as forces
that push a dangerous ideological terrorism. He spoke for the need for a warNto be fough{ by
academics, the media, religious leaders and even parentsNagainst deviant thought that [pads
overzealous Muslims toward extremism and violence.
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DR MOHAMMED BADIE

Supreme Guide of the Muslim Brotherhood

Dr Mohammed Badie succeeded Mohammad Mat
AkefNwho became the brst Supreme Guide of t
Muslim Brotherhood to step down from his postNa
the 8th Supreme Guide in Janua2@10Badie is a pro
fessor of veterinary pathology at Beni-Suef Univer:
in southern Egypt, but has been elected due to his w
with the Administrative ofbces, Education Associatic
and subsequently, the International Guidance Bure
of the Muslim Brotherhood, which is the largest Islar
ic political party in Egypt.

Country: Egypt

Date of Birth: 7 August1943
Source of Influence: Adminis-
trative, Political, International
Islamic Networks

Influence: Leader of a transpa
tional movement in Egypt and
across the Middle East, Africa,
the UK, and US

School of Thought: Sunni,

Leader of an Expansive Muslim Network Muslim Brotherhood

Dr Badie heads the oldest and largest Muslim so( Rank: 201012

religious, and political organization in existence. The

Muslim Brotherhood forms the leading opposition party in many Muslim countries and h3
branches in most of the Muslim world, besides its base in Egypt. Members of the organiza

geria, Sudan, Somalia, Tunisia, and Libya, as well as the United States. In light of its ex
Dr Badie is a strong advocate of internal unity within the Brotherhood as well as glob
between all Muslims.

can be found in Bahrain, Syria, Palestine, Israel, Jordan, Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, KuwaiaaAl
|

Reformist Leader
Dr Badie represents a conservative shift in the leadership of the Bviatslerhood Due to

S
tion

nse,
ly,

his background in education and religious conservatism, analysts predict that he will eppha

size thdrotherhoodOs social work, moving away from an overly political and activist progd
Though he has been imprisoned in the past on multiple occasions due to political actiy

ram.
ities,

Dr Badie stressed in his inaugural address the need for gradual reform based on dialogpe and

non-violenceThis is seen as a response to recent arrests of Biatlienhood members, and
increasing pressure from tegyptian government.

Head of a Leading Islamic Reform Movement

The Brotherhood has historically advocated political activism and charity work with a d
tinctive take on Islamic law, stating that apostasy should not be punishable, rather permi
as a freedom to all Muslims. With a brm belief that constitutional reform is possible in Egy
the Brotherhood encourages Muslims to be more proactive in staking their claims to a m
representative and more Islamic government. The Muslim Brotherhood®s mission of poli
activism and economic development in Muslim countries is meant to be an internal proce
without the interference of foreign entities.

S
ted
pt,

Dre
cal
Ss,

What makes the organizationOs work distinct and far more inRuential than other Islafnic

political parties is the emphasis on making faith a guidepost in all political endeavors 4
importantly, neither a hindrance to political progress nor a debciency. This has been bo
source of massive support, and also criticismNcritics saw that the use of Olslam is the
tiond as a campaign slogan took away from the BrotherhoodOs legitimacy as a pelitica
nization.

nd,
h a
5olu
orga

50



51



13

HODJAEFENDI FETHULLAH GULEN
Turkish Muslim Preacher

Fethullah GYlen is a preacher, thinker and educa
who having assumed the leadership of the Nureu
ligious movementNstarted by Said Nurs” (L878
1960CE)Nhas gone on to become a global phenol
enon in his own right. His popularity and authority i
Turkey has been the driving force of the movement tl
is widely thought to have brought about the social al
eventually, political changes of which politician Rec
Tayyip Erdogan has been the ultimate heirNthat is t
enfranchisement of Muslirpolitics in Turkey. Despite
his peaceful means of preaching and community-or_
nization, GYlen is hated by the secularist establishment
in Turkey and has been living in the US sit@@9

Country: Turkey

Date of Birth:27April 1941
Source of InBuenceScholarly
InBuence:Figure of spiritual
and social leadership for mil
lions of Turkish Muslims and
others around the world
School of ThoughtTraditional
Sunni

Rank:2010135200913

Humanitarian Reformer

GYlen and his followers have devoted considerable energy in recent years on interreli

ious

dialogue with tens of interfaith centers in Europe and the US being opened to foster begter
relations between faiths. GYlen is also the head of a series of socially oriented philanthfopic

efforts. His teaching emphasizes that there are no material shortages in the world, and
there is no justibcation for starvation. GYlen has established many charities to distrit
wealth to the needy.

Catalyst for Educational Change

When GYlen began preaching in IzmirNin his youthNa network of pupils began to unitg

around his teachingsNas a Osocial movementO inspired by GYlenOs example. This mo
has culminated in the development of arou8@D schools in Turkey and hundreds more

that
ute

vement

worldwide. Graduates from these private schools around the world are coached in ethics

and philosophy that are inspired by GYlenOs teachings, and continue to take top hono
university placement tests.

InBuence in the Media

The GYlen movement has opened hospitals and charities, a TV and radio station, as w
a bankNAsya FinansNthat operates on Islamic principles. GYlen also has two major mg
circulation daily Turkish newspapers that are afpliated with his moveAsmanand the

English-languag@odayOs Zamahhe GYlen network has also initiated a Journalists ang

Writers Foundation and a Teachers FoundationNproviding an umbrella organization for
host of dialogue groups and charitable organizations.

Intellectual
GYlen is one of the most important thinkers and writers from Turkey, and among the mg
effective activists in twentieth-century Turkey. The GYlen movement is one of the best g

s in

|l as
SS-

0l

st
on

nected and therefore one of the most powerful networks competing to inBuence Muslifns

around the globe, making it likely to have an enduring impact on the modernization of Isl3
and its engagement with Western ideas.

m
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HEIKH DRYUSUFAL QARADAWI

Head of the International Union of Muslim Scholars

Yusuf al Qaradawi is an Egyptian scholar. Articul.
and widely read, he is one of the most widely-ca
mented on scholars of Islam. Al Qaradawi is a foun
of the website IslamOnline, one of the intellectt
leaders of the Muslim Brotherhood movement, ai
the most inBuential leader associated with the mo
ment since Mahdi Akef stepped down from his po
tion as Supreme Leader in January.

Leading Figure of the Muslim Brotherhood
Qaradawi is incredibly inBuential as an intellectt

Country: Qatar

Date of Birth:9 Septemberg26
Source of InBuenceScholarly
InBuence:Leading scholar for
global Muslim Brotherhood
movement, host dDAsh-Shariah
wal-Hayat©n Al Jazeera, the
Arabic-language channel with
40 to 50 million viewers world
wide

School of ThoughtMuslim
Brotherhood/Salab
Rank:2010:14 &009:9 ¥

leader of the Muslim BrotherhoodNone of the mos
important modern movements in Islam. He has twi
turned down offers to be their leaderNiny6 and
2004Npreferring to be free of institutional restric
tions. Qaradawi grew up and matured with the Mus
lim Brotherhood but has distanced himself from the movement in recent years. As early
1997 he went out of his way to explain his independence from any organization, stating ¢
gorically that he was not a member of the Brotherhood. Earlier in his life Qaradawi was j
three times for his relationship with the Muslim Brotherhood and subsequently stripped
his Egyptian citizenship in thezosNdriving him to seek exile in Qatar. The Muslim Broth

erhood remains the main opposition force in Egypt. Although he has no formal relationsHip

with the Muslim Brotherhood, his writings make him an important intellectual bgure in th
Muslim Brotherhood movement.

Popular InBuence

as
te
led
Df

14

Qaradawi is incredibly inRuential as a vociferous voice of criticism of the West and of Isrpel.

Much of QaradawiOs inBuence over the past decade has been a product of his forthright

/iews

on combating social injustice, especially concerning Israeli-Palestinian relations. His Vv

ew

that suicide bombing is a legitimate form of self-defense has landed him in trouble, especjally
in Western Europe, but is rel3ective of an underlying sentiment among many in the Middle

East that oppression deserves such a responseNhowever Qaradawi goes against the g
most leading Islamic thinkers by supporting suicide bombing as a tactic of war.

Scholar for Modern Times
QaradawiOs ability to combine the traditional knowledge of Islamic law with a contempor

ain of

ary

understanding of the issues that Muslims face today, has led him to become one of the|best

known and most inBuential contemporary Muslim clerics of our time. He uses a variety
means to connect with people. He is well known for his popular Al Jazeera pfgsam
Shariah wal-Hay# (Islamic Law and Life) that is watched by an estimatgd million
people worldwide. Despite his popularity, Qaradawi is often criticized by fellow scholars
garding his methodology and his occasionally unusual opinions. He does, however, conti
to be respected as a knowledgeable scholar and has been praised for his condemnation
Septemberith attacks.
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AMR KHALED
Preacher and Social Activist

Amr Khaled has been a televangelist to the Isla
world sincel998Khaled was described as the Owol
most inRuential Muslim television preacherOroy

Country: Egypt
Date of Birth: 5 September

New York Times Magazine, and ranked as tHi8h most ;‘967 fInfl . Medi
inBuential person in the world BRFIME Magazine in Y‘(’)‘S{F]eo niluence: Viedia,

2007 He communicates through his TV shows and w
campaigns using Islamic ethics as a way to inspire,
foster community development, tolerance and inte
cultural relations.

Influence: Most popular
personal website in the world
with 20 million regular users;
23221%ans on79Facebook
Popular Media Figure groups; Approx2 million hits
Part of Khaled®s inRuence derives from the fact th: ©N200YouTube videos
appeals to the common person. He holds a degre S¢hool of Thought: Traditional
accounting, and has no formal religious education; Sunniin a modern style
wears suits and ties, not Bowing robes; and bizaa- Rank: 2010156200914 T
shaven face except for a trimmed moustacheNevery

thing you do not expect from a Muslim preacher. His everyman appeal has led to imme

1se

popularity. KhaledOs television shows are broadcast by four Arab satellite stations byt air

primarily on Saudi-based religious channel Igraa. KhaledOs speeches are published g
on bestselling cassettes and CDs. His website is translated from Arabic into nearly tw
languages and it rivals Oprah WinferyOs in terms of trafpc.

Voice for Youth

nline,
BNty

Amr Khaled is a pioneering Muslim preacher and effective social activist who is revere

by

many as the leader of a revival in the Muslim world, but his inBuence stems largely from|the
fact that he engages young people. Youth in the Middle East and North Africa face dispro
portionate challenges, such as unemployment and social exclusionNobstacles, which make it
difbcult to compete with development in other areas of the world. Faith is important to youfg
people in the Middle East, but they do not connect with the majority of preachers whdse

teaching§ do not speak to the prqblems in their lives. Khaled is credited with the launc
the Prst OMuslim reality TV shodWjaddidun on Dubai Television, whefiyoung partici

of

pants from all over the Arab world compete over who can make the most morally-conscigus

contributions to their societies.

Community Development

KhaledOs goal is to encourage community development in the Muslim world by its ewn
ple with religious faith as the guiding inspirationNsomething he believes should be link
to interfaith dialogue, tolerance and moderation. The break up of communities is somethi
Khaled sees as responsible for the malaise in the Muslim world, and something he bel
puts the future of young people in jeopardy. One program he has launched to realize
objective of community development is Life Makers, which has a stated goal of producir
renaissance for the Arab and Muslim world.
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HAJJI MOHAMMED ABD AL WAHHAB
Amir of Tablighi Jamaat, Pakistan

Leader of the Pakistan chapter of Tablighi Jamaét Country: Pakistan
a transnational Islamic organization dedicated paia of Birth:1923
spreading the message of religious conservatism
renewed spiritualityNHajji Abd al Wahhab is a promi
nent Pakistani scholar with a signibcant following
South Asia and the United Kingdom. Although tF
organization does not have a central authority, Abd
Wahhab has been increasingly inBuential in his leac
ship of the throngs of Muslims that follow the intern:
tional movement in Pakistan and abroad.

Source of InBuencdnterna
tional Islamic Networks, Schol
arly, Administrative
InBuence:Leader of a Paki
stan-based organization with
chapters irl20countries, an
annual conference in Pakistan,
the Raiwind Tablighi ljtima,
which drew ovel5 million at
tendees ir2009 and the Biswa
litima conference in Bangla
desh that attracts approxi
mately three million members
each year

School of ThoughtTraditional
Sunni, Hanab
Rank:201016a200915T

Missionary

As Amir, or leader of Pakistariblighi JamaatHajji
Abd al WahhabOs inRuence spans globally due tc
organizationOs emphasis on missionary work. Gon
ered a foremostaOee@r inviter to the faith of Islam,
Abd al Wahhab has spoken about the need to returt
the correct beliefs and practices of Islam in numerc
countries and congregations.

Champion of Conservatism

Abd al Wahhab urges Muslims to repent for their sins and to emulate the life of the Proppet

Muhammad by adhering to treunndNthe ProphetOs teachings and deeds. Among these
an exhortation to partake in the acta#Owar spreading the message of the faith. Tetie
lighi Jamaahas gradually acquired a massive membership base owing to this core tenet.
al WahhabOs work is derived from close ties to the founderTafoifghi JamaatMaulana
Muhammad llyas Kandhelvi, and stems from the prominent Islamic instit@taml Uloom
Deobandin India, where the latter studied before establishing a following in Pakistan.

Mass Appeal

S

Abd

Among the throngs of Pakistanis, diaspora South Asians, and others who carry the Bag df the
Tablighi Jamaadre notable Muslim leaders. In Pakistan alone, Abd al WahhabOs inRuencd has
won the allegiance of prominent politicians, actors, and athletes. Despite his infSuence @ver

key Muslim leaders from various Pelds of social power, Abd al Wahhab is consistent in hi
sertion that the organization is wholly apoliticalNidentifying the work ofTlelighi Jamaat
as a spiritual revivalist movement.

Advocate of Non-Violence

In light of heightened incidences of violence by fringe Islamic militant groups, Abd -al Wgh

as

hab has publicly stated the importance of non-violence in bringing people closer to the fgith

of Islam. This comes after the tragic Mumbai attacks which investigations found were lin
to the Pakistan-basddashkar-e-Taibag militant organization Abd al Wahhab has made a
point of distancing th&ablighi Jamadgtom.

ed
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Photographs of Hajji Mohammed Abd al Wahhab
are not available due to the Tablighi Jamaat's strict
prohibition of the use of images of people. This
photo shows some of the millions of attendees at a
Tablighi ljtima.
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HEIKH DR MUHAMMAD
SAOID RMADAN AL BOUTI

Leading Islamic Scholar in Syria

Sheikh al Bouti is the leading Islamic scholar in Syria.
He is the head of the Theology Department in the fac-
ulty of Islamic Law at Damascus University. Al Bouti
preaches very often and is highly respected by many of
the leading scholars in the Muslim world. In the past
year, his influence has grown significantly in the Mus-
lim world and particularly with young Muslims.

Country: Syria

Date of Birth:1929

Source of InBuencescholarly
InBuence Leading scholar for
184 million Syrian Muslims
School of ThoughtTradi-
tional Sunni

Traditionalist Scholar Rank:201017 200923A

Al Bouti is the scholar’s scholar, and the bulk of his in-
fluence comes from his position of respect and authority among the leading thinkers in Islam
today. Bouti has written close to 50books that have garnered considerable critical acclaim.

Passionate Advocate of Madhabs

Al Bouti is a keen supporter of madhabgtraditional Islamic schools of law), and is one of
the leading critics of the significant movement to abandon these schools. He is particularly
influential because this movement has led to groups in which extremist behavior is condoned
as Islamic. Al Bouti has referred to the abandonment of madhabas the ‘most dangerous bidOa
[innovation] threatening the Islamic sharid His view is critical because he says it gives indi-
viduals without knowledge the ability to decide what is and is not Islamic.

A Critic of Salapsm

Al Bouti has considerable sway over the theological and legal merits of Salafism versus tradi-
tional Islam. He has held important debates with leading Salafi scholars and has performed
well, highlighting to his audience the importance of knowledge in Islam. In one of his most
noteworthy books on this issue—Jihad in Islam: How to Understand and PractiegliBouti
shows how a poor understanding of the term jihad has led to its abuse by both Muslims and
non-Muslims. His view is that those who are unaware of the basis of Pghhave manipulated
the idea of jihad for their own benefit, underlining that jihad must be conducted, according
to the basis of Islamic Pgh

Prolibc Writer

Shiekh al Bouti has made an impact on the Muslim world, in particular through his scholarly
outreach. He writes for news publications and journals. He has also developed a reputation
for his ability to address and respond to queries regarding Islamic jurisprudence, and per-
sonal issues from visitors to his comprehensive website, bouti.net.
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SEYYED IASAN NASRA.LAH

Secretary General of Hezbollah

Seyyed Hasan Nasrallah is serving his sixth tern
the third Secretary General of Hezbollah (the Pa
of God). Hezbollah is a Twelver ShiOa Islamic polif
party and paramilitary organization based in Lebanc
Hezbollah®s ideology is based on seeking social ji
through Islamic ideals. Political and military succes
have made Nasrallah a vastly inBuential bgure in-Le
non, and in the Middle East more broadly. Nasrall
and Hezbollah are also controversial; the US and-Ce
da list Hezbollah as a terrorist organization.

Country: Lebanon

Date of Birth:31August1960
Source of InBuenceRolitical,
Development

InBuence:Main political
leader oft2 million Leba

nese ShiO#(G5percent of
LebanonOs population), wider
support with the Syrian and
Iranian Shi®a populations and
those who support his resis
tance to Israel

School of ThoughtTraditional
Twelver ShiGa, Revolutionary

Military Power

Nasrallah has immense importance in Lebanon a
Pgure of military power. He gained this infSuence
leading Hezbollah during the time that Israeli forc ShiBism
withdrew from southern Lebanon. The withdrawi ;

resulted in huge popularity for Nasrallah, giving hi Rank:2010184200917¥
increased recognition at home and abroad as a power

ful bgure. Hezbollah remaingda factsecurity force in southern Lebanon, and its military
presence is felt throughout the country, with a force of ar@@@900 bghters.

LebanonOs leading Twelver &Hrigure

Israel have withdrawn from Lebanon, Hezbollah has begun to position itself as a Leb
nationalist organization, with revolutionary ShiQism as the guiding line. Nasrallah was
cated at the Hawza ShiQa seminary in Najaf in Irag, where he met Abbas Musawi; his f
cessor as leader of Hezbollah. Nasrallah took over leaderéB@g2imd has popularized the

Under Nasrallah, Hezbollah has gained in popularity and in political stature. As Syria ]nd
a

party among the Muslim population of Lebanon, and also among non-Muslims. Hezboll:th

has gained wide popular appeal by providing social services, health care and also runni
ManarNan inf3uential television station.

Social Services
Hezbollah has also won signibcant grassroots support by cultivating a social welfare sy
that provides schools, clinics, and housing in the predominantly ShiQa parts of Lebanon
also in others. These welfare activities are run with efpciency and rival those carried ol
the state, giving the organization even broader appeal.

International Symbol of Resistance Against Israel
Nasrallah has broader inBuence in the Muslim world as a bgure of debPance against |

ese
du
rede

g Al

stem
and
t by

rael.

Israel remains a key issue for the Muslim world and HezbollahOs aim to achieve social j{istice

in Palestine is central to its activities. The military successes Nasrallah had in the late nin
are seen as the main factor for IsraelOs withdrawal from South Let20@MNoreover, the
staunch defense put up by Hezbollah forces against Israel20068arned Nasrallah many
more supporters. In FebruaP@1the openly criticized Arab statesO lack of involvement in tH
opposition against Israel, while at the same time praising Syria and Iran for their support

eties
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DR KH SAID AQIL SIRAD]J
Chairman of Indonesia@ahdlatul Ulama

Dr KH Said Aqil Siradj is the newly-elected leader
IndonesiaOs largest independent Muslim organiza
andone of the worldOsnost inRuential Islamic of
ganizationsNahdlatul UlamgNU), or OAwakening of
ScholarsO. Succeeding former chairman Dr KH Has
Muzadi, Siradj guides millions through his work wit
the NU.

Country: Indonesia

Date of Birth:3 Julyi9s3
Source of InBuenceAdminis-
trative, Political, Education
InBuence:Leader of approxi
matelyzo million members of
the Nahdlatul Ulama

School of ThoughtTraditional
Sunni

Rank:2010:19

Head of Expansive Network

TheNahdlatul Ulaméoasts an expansive networ
that coversso regions with33g branches;2 special
branches;z,630 representative councils aggi2s sub-
branch representative councils across Indon&hia.network practices the doctrine Atiil

as Sunnah wOal Jama@hich is Arabic for Opeople of Sumna(practices of the Prophet
Muhammad) and the communityO. They base their practices on the traditional source
Islamic jurisprudenceNmainly the QurO&tadith, and major schools of law.

Among its aims are the propagationNehdlatul Ulam&s message and also an expansio

5 of

h

of its already extensive network of members in Indonesia. This is the basis of many off the

organizationOs social reform efforts. With a solid structure of central and regional boa
branch and special branch boards, and various advisory councils, Siradj sits at the top of
increasingly inBuential Sunni movement.

Model of Traditionalism
With a mainly rural membership base, thehdlatul Ulamalistinguishes itself from other

Islamic organizations in Indonesia by positioning itself as a premier organization ef trarl:

tional IslamNwith an emphasis on education and political engagement based on Isla
principles.

Social Service

TheNahdlatul Ulaméhas made substantial charitable contributions to Indonesian societ
in the pelds of educational development, health care, and poverty alleviation. Siradj,
his predecessors, propagatesNaddatul Ulamaas an organization that is geared toward
establishing a secular nation-state based on a body of modern and moderate MuslimsNy

rds,
this

ic

y
ike

ith

agenda items such as anti-corruption laws and social reform measures that are deeply rqoted

in Islamic principles.

Human Rights Activism
Prior to his role adlahdatul Ulamechairman, Siradj served on IndonesiaOs National Con

largest Muslim political party, and after violent clashes erupted in different churches ac

mission for Human Rights. Only a few weeks into his position as chairman of the count:FOs

SS

the country, Siradj made strong statements condemning the discrimination against Christjan

minority groups in Indonesia.

Educational Reform
Siradj has an extensive acadédnaickgroundn the Islamic sciences, and regards educatior

64



as a tool for development. He founded the Said Aqil Centre in Egypt, a study centre that
focuses on developing Islamic discourse, particularly in the Arab world.
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HISROWL HIGHNESSSHAH KARIM AL HUSSANI
The Aga Khan 1V, 49th Imam of the Ismaili Muslims

Shah Karim al Hussayni, also known simply as the .
Khan (Imamatel95-present), is the leader of the Shi
sect of Muslims known as the Nizari Ismailis.3wil-
lion Nizari Ismaili Muslims the Aga Khan is théh
hereditary Imam, with lineage descending back to ,
the cousin of the Prophet Muhammad. He is only tl
fourth Aga Khan, a hereditary title bestowed upon t
Imam by the Shah of Persia in the mid-nineteenth c«
tury.

Country: France

Date of Birth:13December
1936

Source of InBuence:ineage,
Administrative

InBuence :Approximately5
million Nizari Ismailis
School of ThoughtModernist
ShiQa, Ismaili, Nizari

Hereditary Leader of Ismailis Rank:2010208200920

The Aga Khan derives his position of authority from

his lineage. He has a direct line of ancestry going back to Imam Ali. For Nizari Ismaili l\ms
lims this ancestry is directly attached to the idea of an Imamate starting with Imam Ali. H
ever Nizari lineage differs from the larger setthoiOAshar{@welver) ShiQa. Twelver Shida
heritage derives from the younger son of the sixth Imam Jafar al Sadig, whereas Ismaili peri
tage derives from the elder son. The Aga KhanOs inBuence stems from his obligation tg lead
the community and to Pnd solutions to the ever-changing issues facing his followers. Atjthe
age oR1the Aga Khan bypassed his father and uncle to becom@&tHenam, a choice that
his grandfather made because he felt the community needed a leader Owho has been bfought
up and developed during recent years and in the midst of the new age, and who brings ajnew
outlook on life to his ofpce. O

Unparalleled Philanthropist
The Aga Khan is also an inRuential philanthropist on the world stage. His inuence on dejel
opment is very signibcant and disproportionate to the size of the Nizari Ismaili communiy,
which is one of the smaller Muslim sects. To fulbll the ImamOs responsibilities in-the don
temporary world, the Aga Khan set up the Aga Khan Development Network (AKDN). The
AKDN is a collection of development and humanitarian agencies working in areas of povdrty.
The network is widely known for its architectural and cultural work, including projects thdt
revitalize historic cities. These initiatives aim to show the greatness of Islamic civilizagon
through projects such as the renovation of the Old City of Aleppo and the Al Azhar Parldin
Cairo. The Aga KhanOs foundation maintains a strong and enduring presence in develdping
countriesNbuilding health care capacity, promoting economic development in rural are@s
and helping improve educational opportunities. The AKDN is particularly inBuential i
Central Asia, where it works in areas that are often neglected by other organizations.
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HISHIGHNESSEMIR
HEIKH HAMAD BIN KHALIFA AL THANI

Emir of Qatar

Acceding to power i1995His Highness Emir Sheikt .

Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani is tt8h emir (alsoamir, ggtjenggéﬁg]tfilrgsz
leader) of the state of Qatar. The monarchy of Qata
increasingly powerful as an economic force in the mi
of a downturn in surrounding countries, a mediator ¢
peace, and a thriving emirate on the nortrleastern c(
of the Arabian Peninsula. Sheikh HamadOs Iegde_rsl over830000 residents of Qatar
marked by successful reform. He has made signib: School of ThoughtModerate
efforts to modernize the military as Commander Salab

Chief of the Qatari Armed Forced. Sheikh Harpad f Rank:201021

also developed strong international relationsNQat...
hosted, and is now chair of the Arab Summit.

Source of InBuencePoliti-
cal, Administrative, Lineage,
Philanthropy
InBuence:Political leader of

Royal Lineage

The Al Thani family has ruled Qatar since the &#8@8. The house of Al Thani is traced back
to the tribe ofBani Tamimdating from pre-Islamic Arabia. The mother of Prophet Muham
mad is a descendent of this tribe.

Economic Catalyst
Qatar is the top exporter of liquebed natural gas, and the site of the third largest natural

reserves in the world. Expansion of the countryOs natural gas reserves was anr&iitced ifi

During Sheikh HamadOs rein, the country has developed one of the fastest growing e

gas

ono

mies in the Middle East. Sheikh Hamad has also invested billions toward infrastructure, feal

estate and educational initiatives for Qatar.

This year, Qatar submitted a bid to host #022World Cup as part of adin plan to build
and renovate twelve stadiums which includes the installation of solar-powered coeling s

tems. If granted this opportunity, Sheikh Hamad will oversee substantial infrastructural ip

vestment in the country.

Humanitarian
Sheikh Hamad has been recognized in Forbes MagazineOs list of the wealthiest royals
world with a net worth of $billion. In February2010Qatar successfully sponsored a peace

YS

in the

deal between the rebel Justice and Equality Movement and the Sudanese governmgntN

pledging $billion to reconstruction efforts in Darfur which involved establishing a develop
ment bank in Sudan.

Patron of the Arts
Sheikh Hamad is noted for his love of the art2088 he inaugurated the Museum of Is

lamic Art in Doha, boasting exclusive collections of Islamic artifacts from across the glgbe

collected over a period @Dyears. Acclaimed architect I.M. Pei was commissioned to desig
the award-winning landmark structure on an island off Doha Bay.

n
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HIS HIGHNESS GENERAL SHEIKH MOHAMMED BIN

ZAYED AL NAHYAN

Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the
UAE Armed Forces

Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed al Nahyan is the Crown c R q
ountry: United Arab Emir-

Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Command- ates e

er of the UAE Armed Forces, as well as next in line to :

’ Date of Birth:1961

be President of the United Arab Emirates. The UAE is

increasingly becoming an important center for global

weapons trading, with Abu Dhabi as host to one of the

world’s the largest defense expos in 2009

Source of InSuenceAdminis-
trative, Development, Philan-
thropy

InBuence Military and politi-
cal leadership, with prospective
presidency over an estimated
4.9 million residents of the

Political and Military Leadership
Sheikh Mohammed is chairman of the Abu Dhabi
Executive Council—an executive leadership body in

Abu Dhabi, V.VhiCh.iS cqnstantly engaged in the assess- ISJgEOOI of ThoughtTraditional
ment of public policy. Since becoming Crown Prince in Sunni

2004 Sheikh Mohammed has been recognized for his
groundbreaking initiatives as an influential leader of
Abu Dhabi as well as Deputy Supreme Commander of
the armed forces. He is a special advisor to UAE President H.H. Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed al
Nahyan.

Rank:201022- 200922

Economic Development

With Abu Dhabi sitting on a 1@h of the world’s proven oil reserves, Sheikh Mohammed bin
Zayed al Nahyan maintains immense political influence in the Muslim world as a leading
member of the Abu Dhabi National Oil Company—which directs development efforts for
the UAE’s role in the oil and gas industries. In spite of the debt crisis affecting Gulf states,
Abu Dhabi has emerged mostly unscathed. Sheikh Mohammed is chairman of the Abu Dhabi
Council for Economic Development (ADCED), which has been developing initiatives to
boost entrepreneurship among youth in the UAE.

Humanitarian

Sheikh Mohammed is noted for his philanthropic and humanitarian efforts in charitable
giving. He has donated billions of dollars to various causes. December 2010will mark the
launch of a three-year project to establish a global center for health care research in Abu
Dhabi through the World Health Care Congress (WHCC), under the patronage of Sheikh
Mohammed.

Sustainable Development

Sheikh Mohammed has been a champion of sustainable development in Abu Dhabi as an
advocate for the implementation of green technologies. He pledged $1illion for the devel-
opment of clean energy through solar, wind, and hydrogen power.
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HISROWL EMINENCE AVMIRUL MUMININ SHEIKH
ASSULRN MUHAMMADU SXADU ABUBAKARIII

Sultan of Sokoto

Amirul MuOminin Sheikh as Sultan Muhamma
SaOadu Abubakar IIl is t@h Sultan of Sokoto. As
Sultan of Sokoto, he is considered the spiritual leade
Nigeria0&6 million Muslims, who account for rough
ly 50 percent of the nation®s population. Although 1
position of Sultan of Sokoto has become largely «
emonial, the holder is still a central bgure for Nigeri
Muslims.

Country: Nigeria

Date of Birth:24 August1956
Source of InBuencd:ineage,
Development, Administrative
InBuence:Central bgure for
approximately755 million
Nigerian Muslims

School of ThoughtTradi
tional Sunni, Maliki; linked to

Lineage Back to Sheikh Usman Dan Fodio o
the Qadiriyyah Sub order by

The Sultan of Sokoto is the spiritual leader of Niger
enormous Muslim community. He gains this positio IN€age .

by lineage. Abubakar is tB&h heir to the two-centy  (ank:201023a200916 T

ry-old throne founded by his ancestor, Sheikh Usman

Dan Fodio. Dan Fodiol(f54.81TE) was a scholar, leader of kediki school of Islam and

the Qadiri branch of Subsm, and an Islamic reformer of the nineteenth century. Dan Fodio

believed that Islam should have a more central role in the life of the people of West Af
and led an uprising to institute the changes he sought. His bgure and his writings are a
important chapter in the history of Islam in West Africa, and Abubakar, by lineage, hold
key place in West African Islam, and particularly for the Fulani and Hausa people who fol
Dan Fodio.

An lllustrious Family

The position currently does carry with it some weightNthough largely ceremonial since BT
e

ish colonial rule diminished its political signiPcance. Much of this clout is derived from t
respect that was earned by Siddiq Abu Bakar Dan Usrh&mSultan and father of Abuba
karNwho held the Sultanate for over bfty years. The rule of AbubakarOs fath&93&om
1988&arned the position signibcant social capital and popularity with ordinary Muslims.

Administrative Power
Abubakar holds important administrative inBuence in Nigerian religious life. He is the titulg

ica
very
a
DW

=

ruler of Sokoto in northern Nigeria and is also the head of the Nigerian National Supreme

Council for Islamic Affairs. Leadership of this council means that the Sultan of Scekoto

e

mains the only bgure that can legitimately claim to speak on behalf of all Nigerian Musligns.

This role has become increasingly inBuential over the years with a rise in inter-religious
sions between NigeriaOs Muslim-majority north and Christian-majority south. The late S
tan Siddig Abu Bakar dan Usman was widely respected for trying to ease tensions bet
NigeriaDs Muslim and Christian communities, which tend to occasionally spill over-nto §
tarian violence. Abubakar also possesses military experience in conflict areas.

en
ul
veen
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HER EMINENCE SHEIKHA MUNIRA QUBEYSI
Leader of the Qubeysi Movement

Munira Qubeysi is the head of the largest women-c
Islamic movement in the world. It offers Islamic ec
cation exclusively to girls and women. Qubeysi-ct
mands around0 schools in Damascus alone, teach
more than75thousand students. She is one of the ir
signibcant Islamic scholars in the world; her moven
focuses on learning the Qur®an and comprehéaivi
dith collections by heart. Qubeysi is arguably the n
inBuential Muslim woman in the world, albeit in gre
discretion.

Country: Syria

Date of Birth: 1933

Source of InBuenceScholarly
InBuence:More than75thou-
sand students in Damascus
alone

School of Thought Trad
tional Sunni
Rank:2010244200931A

Female Muslim Order

At a time when clandestine meetings of Islamic organizations are proscribed in Syria, Shdikha
QubeysiOs network, the Qubaisiat, has legally been permitted to host classes and meetjngs in

mosques sinc200&although they had been operating as a secret society for long before

that time. Members of the Qubaisiat identify themselves, and ranks within the group, ba

ed

on specibc colors and articles of clothingNheadscarves knotted at the neck, and overdpats

denoting membership status. Women within the network are provided a unique role withjn

Arab society as scholars and teachers exclusively catering to the needs of Muslim womerg, they

provide an open forum to address religious questions and discuss religious issues.

Milestones in Islamic Education
Qubeysi is inBuential as the leader of an incredibly successful educational movement.
religious education of women in Syria had previously been neglected so the emergen

The
e of

a female-specibc educational initiative has become very popular, making the al Qubaifiat,
in numbers, the leading Islamic movement in Syria. QubeysiOs students are also at theffore

front of a signibcant achievement in Islamic history in regards to educationNno less th
70 Qubaisiat have memorized the ONine Texts dbuheaWhich include major canoni

cal books oHadith with extensive chains of narration in addition to the entire QurOan. By

training this sizeable group of female scholars, Shiekha Qubeysi has made Islamic know
widely accessible, and is credited for the resurgence of Islamic education in Syria.

Leading an Islamic Revival in Syria

QubeysiOs inRuence in Syria is due to the fact that she has been able to develop a ve
network ofmadrassageligious schools) without attracting the criticism of the government,
which has traditionally been dubious of large networks of Muslim organizations. The org
zation follows traditional Sunni practice, and follows the ShabOi school of thought. Altho
member groups are found in Jordan, Kuwait and Lebanon, Damascus is the center of
revivalist movement.
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HEIKH SALMAN AL OUDA

Saudi Scholar and Educator

A leading Saudi sheikh, Salman al Ouda is a for
hard-line cleric turned advocate of peaceful ceex
tence. He is increasingly inBuential due to his inno
tive reach in the Muslim world propagated via Islar
Today.net and his persistent efforts ministering
the needs of the global Muslim community.

Country: Saudi Arabia

Date of Birth:May, 1955
Source of InBuenceScholarly,
Media

InBuence:Supervises IslamTo
day.net with2,000 daily hits,
50published books, numerous
television appearances that
reach millions of people across
the globe

School of ThoughtModerate

Key Scholar of Salap Network

Sheikh Salman al Ouda is a leading scholar of the £
movement. Although he is not noted for propagatir
innovative ideas within the network, he has notal
inlBuence in the movement due to his use of multiy
modes of education (internet, audiovisual media, a Salalrf .

print) to educate the large body of Salab Muslims REUT AU 2200
the Islamic sciences. Sheikh al OudaOs website brings

together a diverse range of Islamic scholars and educators to provide guidance in Islamic

thought.

InBuence Through Virtual Islamic Resources
Sheikh al Ouda supervises all content published on IslamToday.netNa website that effers
tual resources for Islamic education in multiple languages. His work has far-reaching img

Vir
act

in an age when religion is spread through media and technology, with IslamToday.net atjthe

forefront of this trend.

In response to a Februa2®10ruling from the Al Azhar Fatwa Committee condemning the

use of Facebook, Sheikh al Ouda defended the social networking website, stating that h] uses

it to communicate with Muslims across the globe and to provide Islamic guidance onli
Sheikh al Ouda has ov&000 Facebook friends and ovEID0O fans through the site.

Innovative Educator
Al Ouda developed a following from weekly talks at his local mosque in Buraydah anrd hag
come an authority for Muslims and non-Muslims worldwide who access IslamToday.netN
Saudi-funded website dedicated to providing Islamic educational resources in English, A

e.

be
a
ra

bic, French and Chinese. He also addresses Islamic issues on the Saudi satellite channe] MBC.

Advocate of Non-Violence
In an effort to distance himself from alleged connections to perpetrators of terrorism,
Ouda is outspoken about the importance of inculcating love and mercy as opposed to

al
0

lence (except in valid cases of self-defense) in the daily lives of Muslims. As a promifient

member of the International Union for Muslim Scholars, he led the delegation in talks wi
Arab heads of state regarding the need for them to unite in opposition to IsraelOs siege of
in early2009

h
Gaza
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Mufti Muhammad Akhtar Raza
Khan Qaadiri Al Azhari

Barelwi Leader and Spiritual Guide

27

His Excellency
Colonel Muammar
1 Gaddab
'| Brother Leader of the
Revolution of the Great Socialist
e PeopleOs Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

Country: India
Date of Birth:23Novemberl 943

Source of InBuenceAdministrative, Country: Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Scholarly Date of Birth:1942

InBuence Approximately2 million Source of InRuenceRolitical
BarkatiyaBarelwis worldwide InBuence:Longest serving leader of
School of ThoughtTraditional Sunni, 6.4 million people in oil-rich country,
Hanab, Sub founded large internationalaOwaoun
Rank:201026 cil, Chairman of the African Union in a

) _ continent that ist5percent Muslim
Mufti Muhammad Akhtar Raza Khan is the  school of ThoughtTraditional Sunni

leader of the Indian Barelwis and corsid Rank:201627

ered by his followers as the Grand Mulfti of _

India. He is the great-grandson of Ahmed Colonel Muammar GaddaPp is tBed lon-
Raza Khan (d192) who founded the gest serving of all current national lead

Barelwi movement in South Asia. ers and the longest-serving leader over his|
_ country in its history. He has been a central
Scholarly Lineage bgure in the life of Libya since he seized

Mufti Akhtar Raza was ordained at the age power there in a bloodless coup 1869

of 20by his predecessor Mufti Mustafa Raza He is noted for his stature and longevity in
Khan. He was subsequently granted-per giohal politics, global-scaaOwanitia-

mission to lead thQaadriya, Barakaatiyah, tjyes and advocacy of pan-Africanism.
and NooriyahSub orders in India. He was

also appointed to the position of Muslim Missionary

Chief Justice of India in006 Gaddab founded the World Islamic Call
. . Society Jamiat al DaOwa al Islamiwath
Dynamic Mufti a signibcant endowment, making him

sive collection of English-language rulings, worid for proselytizing for Islam. With an
the Azharul FatawaHe became involved in - emphasis on activities outside Libya, the
issuing Islamic rulings from the age f  \v|SCS also operates a state-run university

and is noted for having issued 0&00  for moderate Muslim clerics from outside
rulings since attaining leadership as mufti. e Arab world.

Spiritual Tradition Political Outspokenness

The Barelwis are an apolitical Sub €om gaqdapOs open relations with the Wes
munity based in a volatile region where gng outspoken political rhetoric make
religion has been used as a platform for vio jm a versatile world pgure. While Gad
lenceNdespite this, it thrives as a socially §5p abandoned Libya®s nuclear program if
engaged mystical movement. A missionary 0o and has made vocal stances agains
movement, the Barelwis have spread theirigrrorism. he has also made sharp state

message within South Asia and also amongments about NATO, Israel and American
diaspora communities. This group is dis  foreign policy.

tinct from Deobandi MuslimsNwho prac

tice a more conservative brand of Islam.
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His MAJESTY SULTAN
Hajr HASSANAL
BOLKIAH MU’12ZZADDIN
WADDAULAH

Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam

_al i
Country: Brunei Darussalam
Date of Birth: 15 July1946
Source of Influence: Political, Admin
istrative
Influence: Leader of approximately
392,000 Citizens of Brunei
School of Thought: Traditional Sunni,
ShabOi
Rank: 2010:28 &009:24 T

His Bolkiah

Majesty Haji Hassanal

Mu®izzaddin Waddaulah is one of the-rich mad al Mansour is the Imam of the Zaidi

est men in the world. He is theth Sultan

of one of the oldest dynasties in existenceof the three main branches of Shida Islam

today. Brunei is a country with a popula
tion of approximatelyo8,o00 on the north

coast of the island of Borneo in Southeastpopulation of Yemen, and aroung per

Asia.
House of Bolkiah

His Majesty Sultan Bolkiah descends from Zaidi Muslims are a ShiOa sect named afte
the House of Bolkiah, which traces back to the followers of Zaid bin Ali, grandson of

Sultan Bolkiah, the pfth Sultan of Brunei
(who ruled fromi48s-1524 CE). The House
of Bolkiah is the longest reigning Sunni
Muslim Royal House in Brunei.

Administrative Influence
Sultan Bolkiah has been lauded for at
tempts at slowly democratizing the ceun

tryOs governance, while at the same tim&nown as theShabab al Mumineeled
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His EMINENCE
MOHAMMAD BIN
MOHAMMAD AL
MANSOUR )

| Imam of the Zaidi Sect of ShiOa
Muslims

Country: Yemen

Date of Birth: 1917

Source of Influence: Lineage, Scholarly
InBuence: Imam of approximately
million Zaidi ShiOa in Yemen and Saudi
Arabia

School of Thought: Traditional Zaidi
(Fiver) ShiGa

Rank: 2010:29 &009:26 T

His Eminence Mohammad bin Moham
branch of the ShiOa sect of Muslims, one

With approximately ten million followers,
Zaidis constitute almost half the entire

cent in Saudi Arabia.

Lineage in the Imamate

al Hussein (grandson of the Prophet Mu
hammad). The sect was formed by the fol
lowers of Zaid bin Ali who led an unsuc
cessful revolt against the Umayyad Caliph
Hisham ibn Abd al Malik im0 CE.

Current Social Influence
In the past decade a Zaidi movement

consolidating royal authority. In the early by Hussein al Houthi has been gaining
nineties Sultan Bolkiah began trying to prominence in the northwest of Yemen.
strengthen the role of Islam through the This has stoked some sectarian rivalry in
notion of Melayu Islam Berajgor Malay Yemen, between the Zaidi and radical anti-
Islamic Monarchy). The Sultan is also an ShiOa groups who are fearful of the resur
important donor to the Organization of gence of Zaidi rule in Yemen. Al Mansour
the Islamic Conference. has maintained his quietist approach and
enjoys much respect in Yemeni society. Al
Mansour was in3uential in stemming the
escalation of confict iznos.
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His Eminence Sheikh
Abdullah Bin Bayyah
Deputy-Head of the
International Union of Muslim
Scholars

Country: Mauritania

Date of Birth:1935

Source of InBuenceScholarly
InBuence:Signibcant inBuence as a
leading contemporary scholar of Islamic
Jurisprudence

School of ThoughtTraditional Sunni,
Maliki

Rank:20103058200930
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His Eminence Justice
Sheikh Muhammad
Tagi Usmani

Leading Scholar of Islamic
Jurisprudence

Country: Pakistan

Date of Birth:1943

Source of InBuenceScholarly, Lineage
InBuence:One of the most senior
Pgures in Islamic Pnance, and a leading
scholar of the Deobandi movement
School of ThoughtTraditional Sunni/
Deobandi

Rank:2010315200927'V

Sheikh Abdullah Bin BayyahOs inRuence idusticeSheikh MuhammadagiUsmani

derived from his scholarship and preach
ing. Whilst he is not a Salab, the Saudi
government promulgates higatwas as
authoritative. He is an instructor at King
Abdul Aziz University in Jeddah and is
the deputy head of the Union of Muslim
Scholars, under Yusuf al Qaradawi.

Diplomat

As a member of the International Islamic
Figh Academy oAl Majma® al Fighf the
Organization of the Islamic Conference,
Sheikh Bin Bayyabh is at the forefront of the
legal arm of a dynamic organization with
a permanent delegation to the United-Na
tions.

In March 2010 he led efforts to convene
a high-proble conference of scholars in
Turkey which issued the 'Mardin Fatwa'
against the misuse ofigh centuryfatwa

to condone violence and terrorism. Later
that month, he joined scholars in a call for
peace and reconciliation in Somalia.

Author

Sheikh Bin BayyahOs scholarly explora
tions have gone global through speaking
engagements that draw crowds of tens of
thousands. He has spoken at length about
the endurance of the Islamic legal tradition
and also written extensively on rulings for
Muslims living as minorities in foreign
lands, orbgh al agaliyaat

isa leading scholar of Islamic jurispru
dence. He is considered the intellectual
leader of the Deobandi movement.

Leading Islamic Finance Scholar
UsmaniOs chief inRuence comes from hig
position as a global authority on the issue
of Islamic Pnance. He has served on the
boards, and as chairman, of over a dozen
Islamic banks and Pnancial institutions,
and currently leads the International Sha
riah Council for the Accounting and Au
diting Organization for Islamic Financial
Institutions (AAOIFI) in Bahrain. He is
also deputy chairman of the International
Islamic Figh Academy of the Organization
of the Islamic Conference, one of the high
est legal bodies in the Muslim world.

Deobandi Figurehead

Usmani is very important as a bgurehead
in the Deobandi movementNone of the
most successful of the Islamic rewival
ist initiatives of the past century. Usmani
was born in Deoband, India, to Mufti Mu
hammad Shab (the former Grand Mufti of
Pakistan) who founded the Darul Uloom
Karachi, a leading center of Islamic educa
tion in Pakistan.
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Her Majesty Queen
Rania al Abdullah
Queen of the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan

33

His Excellency
President Abdullah
GYI

President of the Republic of
Turkey

Country: Jordan Country: Turkey

Date of Birth:31August1970 Date of Birth:29October1950

Source of InBuencePhilanthropy, Source of InBuenceRolitical

WomenOs Issues, Media, Political InBuence:Leads government Gf74
InRuence:Over13million follow- million Turkish citizens

ers on Twitter, abou20Q000fans on School of ThoughtTraditional Sunni
Facebook and7000 subscribers on Rank:20108342200928 ¥

YouTube channel; Queen of Jordan Abdullah GVI is thath president of the
School of ThoughtSunni in a Modern Republic of Turkey and the brst modern
il Turkish head-of-state from an Islamist
Rank:201032

background. Facing intense secularist op

Her Majesty Queen Rania al Abdullah is Position to his political career, GYI has
the wife by marriage of HM King Abdul maintained a focus on democratic reform.
lah 11, but is also in her own right an educa As prime minister, and subsequently as
tional activist with global appeal. Through foreign minister, GYI pursued a pro-active
sheer hard work, she has developed theforeign policy and largely succeeded in
biggest virtual following of any Muslim in striking a balance between TurkeyOs tra
the world, and she defends and humanizesditional Western-anchored foreign policy
Islam and Arab causes in-and to-the West priorities and its new interests in the Mid
as effectively as any Muslim scholar in the dle East and the Muslim world.

world. InBuence through Pragmatic Leadership

Educational Ambassador GYI0s political inRuence in Turkey and
HM Queen Rania is the initiator and key abroad derives from his ability to reconcile
leader behind the launch of educational the demands of a predominantly religious
initiatives such as the Jordaniktadrasatj  electorate with those of the entrenched sec
OMy SchoolO, a bve-year project for the dejlarism of the Turkish Republic. Together
velopment of JordanOs public school systemyith Erdogan, GYI has worked to expand
She is ?lSO the co-founder and ~g|0ba| Chairthe Sphere of democratic r|ghts in Turkey’
of the OGoal: Education For AlIO campaign which in turn have benebted the predemi
which is based around tRO10FIFA World  nantly traditional and religious segments
Cup and calls for the complete primary of Tyrkish society. GY| continues to play
schooling of all boys and girls in the world 5 gignipcant role in the current efforts to
by2015 bnd a lasting solution to TurkeyOs Kurdish
Intercultural Dialogue issue. GYI was also the Prst Turkish politi
Queen Rania has an amazingly popular cian to visit Armenia.

YouTube channel (www.youtube.com/

user/QueenRania) and website (www.

queenrania.jo). In Apri2010 Queen Rania

launched her childrenOs book OThe Sandwich

Swap® (which made thNew York Times

best-sellers list) through the United Nations

Bookshop in an initiative to promote cross-

cultural understanding among youth.

81



Sheikh Mohammad
Ali al Sabouni
Scholar offafsir

Country: Syria

Date of Birth:1Januaryi930

Source of InBuenceScholarly
InBuence:Signibcant scholarly inBu
ence as the leading contemporary
authority on QurOanic exegesass{)
School of ThoughtTraditional
Sunni,Hanab
Rank:2010344200929 T

An internationally respected Islamic schol
ar oftafsir or QurOanic exegesis, Sheikh
Mohammad Ali al Sabouni is widely-ac
claimed for his short commentaries of the
Qurban.

Popular Commentaries

Al Sabouni is inBuential because of his
easy-to-read, simpliped commentaries of
the Holy QurOan. They are now thought of
as some of the most popular short com
mentaries in history after those J#la
layn, Baydawjlbn Kathirandlbn Juzayy
One of al SabouniOs most inBuential-com
mentaries is th&afsir Ayat Al Ahkanman
exploration of the QurOanic verses that per
tain to legal rulings.

Traditional Authority

The Institute of Scientibc Research and
Revival of Islamic Heritage at the Umm Al
Qura University in Mecca, Saudi Arabia
commissioned al Sabouni to investigate
the ancientafsirmanuscript of Abu Jaafar
al Nahas (d949CER3&H). Al SabouniOs
landmark achievement of verifying the
only surviving manuscript of the text has
come to fruition as a six volume work pub
lished by the university.

35

Dr Aaidh Al Qarni

Saudi Scholar

Country: Saudi Arabia

Date of Birth:1960

Source of InBuenceScholary
InRuence:Prolibc writer of ove? mil-

lion copies of the popular self-help book
DonOt Be Séch Tahzah

School of ThoughtModerate Salab
Rank:201035

Dr Aaidh al Qarni is a prominent Saudi
scholar, author, and activist preacher, best
known for his popular self-help bo@onOt
Be SadLa Tahzalp which sold millions of
copies around the world. Dr al Qarni has
over 800 Islamic audio lectures and is a
prolibc writer and preacher for tolerance.

Self-Help Icon

Among the millions of books Dr al Qarni
has sold, there are publications that center
around self-help themesNa new trend in
the world of Islamic books. The best-sell
ing DonOt Be Sads become a foundation

al text in the application of Islamic prin
ciples as a remedy for the obstacles of daily
living. Other titles includeYou Can be the
Happiest Woman in the Woddd The Key
to Success

Popular Preacher

Formerly the imam ankhateelat Abi Bakr
mosque in the city of Abha, Saudi Arabia,
Dr al Qarni has garnered a substantial fol
lowing through a preaching career which
spans various modes of broadcast medial
from audio lectures to a comprehensive
website, alislamnet.com. He lectures at
mosques, colleges, and Islamic institutions
and hosts a weekly television show, OOu
History®, on Igraa satellite channel. Dr al
Qarni is a respected academic &fadz al
QurOan.
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His Eminence Sheikh
- Ahmad Tijani Ali

| Cisse

| Leader of the Tijaniyya Sub
Order

37

Sheikh al Habib
Umar bin Habz
Director of Dar Al Mustafa,
Tarim, Yemen

Country: Senegal Country: Yemen

Date of Birth: 1955 Date of Birth: Not Available

Source of Influence: Lineage, Scholarly Source of Influence: Scholarly, Lineage
Influence: Spiritual leader of around Influence: Runs one of the foremost
100million Tijani Muslims centers for Islamic education in the
School of Thought: Traditional Sunni, world

Sub, Tijani School of Thought: Traditional Sunni,
Rank: 2010368200932 T ShabOi

Sheikh Ahmad Tijani Ali Cisse is the spiri IRanks 2010872003567

tual leader of the Tijaniyya Sub order. The Sheikh al Habib Umar bin Habz is well
Tijaniyya is the largest Sub order in West known for his Prophetic lineage and status
ern Africa, and its leader commands a fol as one of the most inBuential Sub scholars
lowing of close td00million people, who  alive today. His inBuence through schelar
see him as their guide to true Islam. ship and preaching is vast in Indonesia and
East Africa. He is also incredibly inBuen

Leader of Tijani Muslims . . . = .
Cisse is based in Senegal, however, Tijant||a| through his leadership of the BaOAlawi

Muslims are located throughout Western movement.

Africa and further abeld. As an order; Ti Cultivation of Scholarship

janis give allegiance to their sheikh giving Sheikh al Habib Umar founded and runs
him signibcant inBuence as a leader. Cisséar al Mustafa, a center for traditionai Is

is installed as Imam of the Grand Mosque lamic scholarship that currently hosts an
in Medina Baye, which is one of Western array of international students, in Tarim,
AfricaOs key positions of Islamic leadershipYemen. He has joined the ranks of the
world®s leading Muslim acadenaind
scholars as a signatory of OA Common
Word Between Us and You®, a document]
that builds bridges between Muslims and
Christians. He has also spoken at €am
bridge University on the need for such a
dialogue.

Descendent of the Honorable Sheikh
Ibrahim ibn Abdullah Niass, Leader of the
Fayda Tijaniyya(Spiritual Flood)

The Tijaniyya is a Sub order founded by
Ahmad al Tijani Hasani, an Algerian, in
the latel8h century. As the spiritual leader
of the Tijaniyya, Cisse is considered to be
the bearer of a spiritual inspiration called Da'wa Efforts

the Fayda Tijaniyyagiving him authority ~ Sheikh al Habib is noted for hi'wa ef

to carry on the teachings of Ahmad al Ti forts over the past year, with sigibcant vis
jani Hasani. Because of this position, someits to South East Asia and Australia.
Tijani Muslims refer to Cisse as the reviver

Humanitarian
of thesunna.

In July2008 Sheikh al Habib Umar part
nered with Muslim Aid Australia as found

er of Yemen-based NGO Al Rafah Chari
table Society to address issues of poverty
and hunger and lack of sufbcient health
care that affect areas of Tarim.
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Khaled Mashaal

Leader of Hamas

39

Professor Dr M Din
Syamsuddin

- Chairman of the
{,J Muhammadiyah, Indonesia

ik

Country: Indonesia

Date of Birth:31August1958

Source of InBuenceScholarly, Admin
istrative, Development
InBuence:Over28million members in

Country: Palestine

Date of Birth:1956

Source of InBuencePolitical
InBuence:Leader of approximately
1000members in military wing of

Hamas the Muhammadiyah organizatioB,754
School of ThoughtSunni, Muslim afpbliate schools, aridslamic universi
Brotherhood ties

Rank:2010384200937 T School of ThoughtModernist Sunni

Khaled Mashaal became the leader of RN EAUES LA ES U

Hamas after the assassination of SheikhAs chairman of the second largest socio-
Ahmad Yaseen i2004 Mashaal is the religious organization in Indonesia, as well
head of HamasOs Syrian political bureawas a leader of the Indonesian Ulema Goun
and is the international representative for cil, Din Syamsuddin inRuences the Mus
the Palestinian resistance to the Israeli oc lim world on various fronts.

cupation. Social Welfare

Fighter for Social Justice The Muhammadiyah is often described as
Since becoming head of Hamas, Mashaala social welfare entity. Syamsuddin is in
has seen the organization through mul volved with the health and social welfare
tiple attempts at a roadmap to peace and aefforts of the organization. The Muham

major Israeli siege of the Gaza Strip. madiyah runs numerous medical clinics

. and hospitals across the Indonesia.
Pioneer

Mashaal has been recognized for his per Leader of a Conservative Shift

sistence with HamasOs effortsNat presentSyamsuddin is vice general chair of the
leading in exile from Syria. His determina Indonesian Ulema Council. His oppesi
tion is combined with a unique effort atdi  tion to religious pluralism has guided his
plomacy. Mashaal has shown a willingnesswork, taking the Muhammadiyah on a
to negotiate with Israel to return to the more conservative track, with an emphasis
1967orders and grant Palestinians a right on ijEihad (individual interpretation of the

of return, while importantly implying the = QurOan) an#ladith.

necessary existence of the State of lsraeIAdvocate of Education

despite HamasOs historic denial of that pOSSyamsuddin has recently extended schol

3|_b|||ty. Mgshaaoll_ga}s t:jeen _ons_olf the moztarships for students to study at the Mu
Irect, and candid leaders in dialogue an hammadiyah universities in Indonesia.

confrontation with Israel and this has gar
nered international recognition.
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Maulana Mahmood

Madani
Leader and Executive Member
of Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind, India

Country: India

Date of Birth:3March1964

Source of InBuenceScholarly, Political,
Administrative

InBuence:10million Muslims are
members of Madani@smiat Ulema-e-
Hind

School of ThoughtTraditional Sunni,
Deobandi

Rank:2010404200936 T

Maulana Mahmood Madani, a leading Is
lamic scholar and politician in India, has
gained inlBuence for his forthright con
demnations of terrorism and unfaltering
support of the Indian Muslim community.

Religio-Political Heavyweight

Madani has served as Secretary General
the Jamiat Ulema- e-Hindor Organiza
tion of Indian ScholarsNone of the most
prominent Islamic organizations in India.
He has been outspoken in his opposition
to the misuse of the terjihad as a tool of
terrorism in India. Following fatal bomb
blasts in2008 he and others of thearul
Uloom Deobancéhstitution hosted events
condemning terrorism as inherently un-
Islamic.

Defender of the Faith
As a respected political leader and Islamic
scholar of India, Madani represented the

o
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Sheikh Habib OAli
Zain al Abideen al
Jifri

Director General of the Tabah
Foundation, UAE

Country: United Arab Emirates

Date of Birth:16April 1971

Source of InBuenceScholarly, Lineage,
Philanthropy

InBuence:Globally inRuential through
his teaching endeavors in Yemen and
across the world

School of ThoughtTraditional Sunni,
ShapOi, AshOari, BabAlawi Sub
Rank:2010418200937 T

Tracing back his lineage to the family of
OAli, the fourth Caliph of Islam and cousin
of the Prophet Muhammad, Sheikh Habib
OAli Zain al Abideen al Jifri is a leading Is
lamic scholar and prominent speaker in
the Muslim world. Al Jifri is Director Gen
?ral of the Tabah Foundation in the UAE,
member of the board of Dar al Mustafa in
Yemen, member of the Royal Aal al Bayt
Institute for Islamic Thought in Jordan,
and afpbliated with various other interna
tional Islamic organizations.

Sub Guide

As a BaOAlawi Sub, al Jifri is part of-a tra
dition that has been based in Yemen for
approximately800 years and traces back
to the Prophet Muhammad. He is inf3uen
tial as a Sub spiritual guide in the Muslim
world; and Dar al Mustafa is an inBuential
Islamic educational institution in Yemen.

Jamiat Ulema-e-Hindand the esteemed Educator

community of scholars from Deoband Al Jifri founded the privately-funded phil
when he addressed the Pakistani govern anthropic Tabah Foundation for Islamic
ment, and Pakistani High Commissioner Studies and Research in Abu Dhabi, a
Shahid Malik in particular, in an open young non-probt institution that aspires
letter regarding the commissionerOs re to become a formidable source of reputable
marks in Decembe2008at the UN Se  work in Islamic research and thought.
curity Council about terrorism stemming

from @ullasin DeobandO. Madani is also

a strong opponent of government interfer

ence in thenadrassaystem.
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Sheikh Hamza Yusuf His Eminence Sheikh
Hanson Professor Dr
Founder of Zaytuna Institute, Mustafa Ceric
United States of America Grand Mufti of Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Country: United States of America Country: Bosnia and Herzegovina
Date of Birth:1960 Date of Birth:1952

Source of InBuenceScholarly Source of InBuenceAdministrative,
InBuence:Leading Islamic authority in Scholarly

a country with4.6 million Muslims InBuence:Grand Mufti of approx
School of ThoughtTraditional Sunni, mately2.8 million Bosnian Muslims
Maliki, AshaOri School of ThoughtTraditional Sunni
Rank:2010424200938 T Rank:2010438200939 T

Sheikh Hamza Yusuf Hanson is the Mustafa Ceric is a guiding light for Islam
Western worldOs most inRuential Islamic in Europe and the leading Islamic authori
scholar. He is seen as one of the foremosty there; he became Grand Mufti of Bosnia
authorities on Islam outside of the Mus and Herzegovina ii993Ceric is outspo
lim world, having spent a decade learning ken on interfaith initiatives in the Muslim
at some of the premier institutions in the world and is considered one of the most
Islamic world. He runs the very successful inBuential contemporary Muslim leaders.

Zaytuna Institute in California. Advocate of Cross-Cultural Engagement

American Scholar In 2006 Ceric issued the ODeclaration
Sheikh Hamza Yusuf Hanson converted to of European MuslimsO to the European
Islam in197When he was only7and spent  Union stating that European Muslims are
many years studying Arabic, Islamic juris dedicated to the common values of law,
prudence and philosophy with some of the tolerance, democracy and human rights,
Muslim world®s most prominent and well- the value of life, faith, freedom, property,
respected teachers. His popularity, and ac and dignity. In May2009Ceric disregard
cordingly his inBuence, stem from the fact ed warnings of possible violent protest by
that his application of Islamic knowledge is visiting Serbia and spoke at a sermon in the
rooted in the lived experience of a normal town of Tutin about the need for Bosnian
American. In his speeches Sheikh Hamzaand Serbian Muslims to unite as one entity.
is able to relate traditional Islamic teach
ings in a way that American Muslims bnd
easy to relate to.

Peace Activist

Ceric joined the International Religious
Advisory Council of the Tony Blair Faith
Educator Foundation in2008 committing himself
Hanson is the founder of the Zaytuna Irsti to its mission of promoting respect and
tute, one of the most well-respected centersreligious pluralism through discussions on
of Islamic education in North America. It social injustice.

has been groundbreaking in combining

cutting edge educational technologies with

traditional Islamic educationNsetting the

standard for Islamic education in the West.
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His EXCELLENCY
ProrESSORrR Dr

EXMELLEDIN [HSANOGLU
Secretary General of the
Organization of the Islamic
Conference

Country: Turkey

Date of Birth:1943

Source of InBuenceAdministrative,
Political

InBuence Leader of an organization
comprised of 57 Muslim-majority states
School of ThoughtTraditional Sunni
Rank:2010:44 - 2009:40 ¥

Thsanoglu is Secretary General of the
Organization of the Islamic Conference
(OIC)—the largest inter-governmental
Muslim organization in the world, and the
second largest public organization after
the United Nations.

Voice for the Muslim World

Thsanoglu is also influential in that he leads
the only pan-Islamic inter-governmental
organization in the world. The OIC often
has more influence over certain issues than
other organizations do, and can have a key
role to play in world events, being more in-
clusive than the Arab League and also able
to tackle specific injustices that the United
Nations Security Council cannot.

Reviving the OIC

The OIC has recently had a radical overhaul
of its practices, and aims. Under Thsanog-
lu’s leadership the organization’s remit has
widened from its previously staple issues
of Islamic solidarity towards more imme-
diate humanitarian concerns of economic
and social deprivation around the Muslim
world, making the organization more akin
to the United Nations in its work. In Janu-
ary 2010, Ihsanoglu called for the creation
of a Peace & Security Council as well as an
Islamic Court of Justice to adjudicate be-
tween member states of the OIC.

H ADNAN OKTAR
Authority on Islamic
i 4

Creationism

Country: Turkey

Date of Birth:February 1956

Source of InBuenceicholarly, Scien-
tific

InBuence:The world’s foremost author-
ity on Creationism and Islam, has a
huge fan base of more than 1.6 million
people

School of ThoughtTraditional Sunni
Rank:2010:45

Writing under the pen name Harun Yahya,
Adnan Oktar has gained international
prominence as a spokesperson for cre-
ationism but also garners influence from
his numerous and extensively distributed
publications about Islam, and Islamic chil-
dren’s books. He is vocal about his stance
against concepts such as Darwinism and
materialism and is outspoken on the ne-
cessity to implement these ideas in the
West.

Prominent Pro-Creationist

Oktar is a pioneer spokesperson for cre-
ationism in Islam. His most notable pub-
lication is The Atlas of Creatiovhich was
distributed in Europe by the thousands. In
it Oktar elucidates the Muslim view of the
end of times and Qur’anic proofs against
Darwinism. His extensive publications and
views have won him 1.6 million votes on an
online Reuters Faith World poll conducted
by journalist Tom Heneghan in 2009 for
‘the world’s most influential Muslim.’

Leader of Scientibc Movement

In 1990 Oktar founded the Scientific Re-
search Foundation (Bilim Aratdrma Vakf
whose members are commonly identi-
fied as Adnan Hocacolasr ‘Adherents of
Adnan Oktar.’ Oktar is also known to have
countless ghostwriters produce widely dis-
tributed works on Zionism, Nazism, com-
munism and Buddhism in his name.
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His Excellency Mir- i = His Holiness Dr

Hossein Mousavi —’? Syedna Mohammad

Iranian Opposition Leader | . Burhannuddin Saheb
; The 52nd DaQi |-Mutlaq of the

Dawoodi Bohras

Country: Iran Country: India

Date of Birth:2 March1942 Date of Birth:6 March1915

Source of InBuencePolitical, Admin Source of InBuenceAdministrative
istrative InBuence:1million Dawoodi Bohras in
InBuence:Foremost opposition Pgure the world

in Iran and leader of the Green Meve School of ThoughtTraditional Ismaili
mentSchool of ThoughtTwelver ShiOa Shida, Dawoodi Bohra

Rank:201046 Rank:20104748200945 T

Mir-Hossein Moussavi is an Iranian politi  Mohammad Burhanuddin Saheb is the
cal bgure who held positions such as Primeleader of the Dawoodi Bohra community,
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairsin which stems from the Ismaili Shi®a sect]
the 1988 before he ran as a primary oppo of Islam. As leader of the Bohras, he has
sition leader in th009Iranian presiden been inRBuential in the Pelds of education
tial elections. and the development of community insti
tutions in Mumbai, India and across the

Political Reformist
globe.

The heart of MoussaviOs inRuence in Iran
lies in the political reform platform he ad  Absolute M issionary

vocated in his bid for the presidential elec Mohammad Burhanuddin Saheb was ap
tion in June2009 He gained popularity pointedDa®of the Dawoodi Bohras by his
for promising less restrictions on the Row father who was the previoa® I-Mut-

of information in Iran, as well as revising lag, or absolute missionary. Burhanuddin

laws that he saw as restrictive for women.Saheb succeeded his father at the age of

In his foreign policy platform, Moussavi 53 The Dawoodis are the main branch of
advocated boosting Iranian national-in the Bohras, a MustaOli subsect of IsmaO

terests by reducing tension with Western ShiQa Islam. The subsect is based in Indig;

nations. although the Dawoodi Bohra school of

Leader of the Green Movement thought originates from Yemen.

OWhere is my Vote?O became the slog@owmmunity Development

of the Green Movement that gained mo Mohammad Burhanuddin Saheb has been
mentum in the aftermath of MousavviOs widely recognized by governmental and
loss in the presidential campaign. Mil non-governmental organizations for pro
lions of protesters went out to the streets moting peace in the world. He is noted for
to call for a recount and ignited a violent the construction of numerous mosques,
confrontation with thebasijforcesNunder mausoleums, and community structures
the Revolutionary Guard. Mousavvi has for the Dawoodi Bohras in various parts of
since headed Green Path, an NGO whichthe world and particularly in Yemen.
demands the implementation of the eon

stitution and political reform in Iran.
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Professor Dr Seyyed

Hossein Nasr
Scholar of Islamic Philosophy

Country: United States

Date of Birth: 7 April 1933

Source of Influence: Scholarly
Influence: Written major books and
given countless lectures internationally
School of Thought: Traditional Shi’a
Rank: 201048- 200947 T

Seyyed Hossein Nasr is an Islamic Studies
professor at George Washington Univer-
sity. He remains one of the most influential
Muslim scholars in the world for his work
on Islamic tradition and philosophy.

Reviver of Tradition

Nasr’s work has covered the most im-
portant areas of contemporary Muslim
thought from classical Islamic philosophy,
Islamic science, Sufism, and critique of
modernity to interfaith relations, Islam—
West relations, and the environmental cri-
sis. Nasr was the first Muslim scholar ever
to be invited to give the prestigious Gifford
Lectures, which were later published as
Knowledge and the Sacred.

Islamic Environmentalism

Nasr’s work has been ahead of its time in
predicting the disastrous consequences of
the environmental crisis. Books such as

The Encounter of Man and Nature: the Spir

itual Crisis of Modern Mdi968, and Reli
gion and the Order of Natyl®96, narrate
the rise of a secular, modern conception of
nature as inert matter to be conquered by
modern technology, and attempt to revive
a sacred notion of nature.
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Sheikh Mehmet
Nazim Adil al
Qubrusi al Haggani
Leader of Nagshbandi-Haqgani
Sufi Order

[ "

Country: Cyprus

Date of Birth: 25April 1922

Source of Influence: Lineage, Scholarly
Influence: Leader of sizeable worldwide
Sufi order

School of Thought: Traditional Sunni,
Nagshbandi Sufi

Rank: 201649- 200949

As Sufi master and leader of the Nagshban-
di-Hagqani order, Sheikh Mehmet Nazim
Adil al Qubrusi is influential as one of the
highest-ranking Sufi spiritual guides and
traces his lineage back to the prominent
Sufis ‘Abd al Qadir al Jilani (1077116&E)
and Jalal al Din Rumi (d. 127&E).

Stalwart Missionary

Al Haqqani’s travels have taken him to
meet with students and followers of the
Nagshbandi Sufi order across the globe.
This order, which traces its spiritual lin-
eage back to Prophet Muhammad’s com-
panion Abu Bakr, is one that practices
silent remembrance of God. Al Haqqgani
has a great deal of influence with Muslims
around the globe, having spent time with
the Muslim communities in the former
Yugoslavia, the United Kingdom, the Unit-
ed States, Syria, and Uzbekistan—where
the tomb of the founder of the Nagshbandi
Sufi order is located.

Spiritual Guide to Royalty

Al Haqqani has ministered to the Sultan of
Brunei, Sir Sultan Hamengkubuwono X of
Indonesia, and members of the Malaysian
royal family. He is credited for the growing
popularity of the Nagshbandi order, which
reaches millions through his followers.
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His EXcCELLENCY

DR ABD AL AziZ BIN
‘UTHMAN ALTWAIJIRI
Secretary General of the Islamic
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization

Country: Morocco

Date of Birth: 3 April 1950

Source of Influence: Development,
Administrative

Influence: Head of largest Islamic edu-
cational organization

School of Thought: Traditional Sunni
Rank: 2010:50 - 2009:50

His Excellency Dr Abd al Aziz bin ‘Uth-
man Altwaijiri has exercised his influence
by promoting educational development for
OIC member states.

Educational Influence

Through his leadership with ISESCO, Al-
twaijiri has engaged in work with Mus-
lim institutions in Europe, Asia and Latin
America. He has established the Supreme
Council of Education, Science and Cul-
ture, an alliance dedicated to initiatives
outside of the Islamic world.

Voice of Diplomacy

Altwalijiri, as a spokesman for ISESCO, has
categorically condemned acts of terrorism
from the bomb blasts on a mosque in South
East Iran to suicide attacks in Pakistan’s
North West Frontier Province in 2009. On
US President Obama’s inaugural visit to
the Middle East, Altwaijiri expressed his
willingness to develop positive relations
between the US and the Muslim world to-
ward tolerance and the cause of justice.
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RUNNE RS-UP

The following leaders are selected as runners-up from
the 450 list for accomplishments in their respective
Pelds that place them amongst the most Sicgnit
Muslims in the world. They commandf3nence al

most comparable to those in the Top 50. They deserve
mention here.




ELBARADEI, DR MOHAMED, EGYPT
Political p. 107

Dr ElBaradei has been recognized globally as a contributor to world peace through
his work on non-proliferation and nuclear power regulation with the UN. In the run-

up to the 2011 Egyptian presidential election, EIBaradei leads a reform movement
to allow independents to run in the forthcoming election. He currently leads the
newly-formed National Association for Change, a non-party movement that calls for
general reforms to Egypt's constitution.

FAYADH, HIS EMINENCE GRAND AYATOLLAH MOHAMMAD ISHAQ, RAQ
Scholarly p. 98

Grand Ayatollah Fayadh, originally from Afghanistan, is one of the four marjas of
the Hawza Seminary in Najaf, IragNone of the two most important seats of learning

in Twelver Shibism. Fayadh is known for his quietist approach to politics and is
well-respected especially amongst the Shi®a population of South Asia. It has been
speculated that Fayadh is the front runner to succeed Grand Ayatollah Ali al Sistani
at the highest position of political and patriarchal leadership in Iraq.

IBRAHIM, HIS EXCELLENCYDR ANWAR, MALAYSIA
Political p. 111
Ibrahim is a Malaysian politician of global stature. He is the former deputy prime
minister of Malaysia, former Pnance minister and is currently the leader of the
Malaysian opposition coalition. He is well-known for his liberal Islamic stance on
politics, and is very inBuential as a leader and role model for young people. IbrahimOs
coalition now controls four of 13 state governments. If led by Anwar, it would have a
fair chance of winning the next national election in 2013.

KHAN, DR ABDUL QADEER PAKISTAN

Science, Technology, Medicine, Law p. 152

Dr Abdul Qadeer Khan, deemed the father of the Olslamic BombO, is the scientist
who brought nuclear technology and nuclear weapons technology in the 1970s to
Pakistan which was the brstNand remains the onlyNMuslim country to have
nuclear weapons. This has has made him a bgure of great international interest.
He has continued to use his bPnancial success and stature to improve the quality of
education in Pakistan through building educational institutions for metallurgical
engineering. Khan also may have had more far-reaching political inBuence through
his alleged attempts to sell nuclear technology to Libya, Iran, and North Korea.

AL MAKTOUM, HIS HIGHNESSSHEIKH MOHAMMED BIN RASHID, UAE

Political p. 109

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid al Maktoum is the Ruler of Dubai and the Prime
Minister of the United Arab Emirates. He has launched multiple charity initiatives
from Dubai, such as ODubai Cares® which has donated over $910 million to youth
education initiatives in impoverished countries since its inception in 2007.

MATTSON INGRID DR CANADA
Scholarly p. 106

Dr Ingrid Mattson is the director of the Islamic Chaplaincy Program and professor
at the Hartford Seminary in Hartford, Connecticut. In 2001 she was elected vice
president of ISNA and in 2006 she was elected president, becoming the brst woman
and the brst convert to hold such high positions within the organization. ISNA
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is the largest Muslim organization in North America, and is an umbrella
organization for numerous local and regional Muslim societies and groups in
the United States and Canada.

AL QADRI, DR MUHAMMAD TAHIR, PAKISTAN
Scholarly p. 103

Al Qadri is a politician, professor, and the founder of Minhaj ul QurOan
International Worldwide, an organization whose aim is to establish unity
and understanding between communities. He is also the founder of the
Minhaj Welfare Foundation that provides welfare for the needy. Al Qadri
has authored some 450 published works and given more than 6,000 lectures
on economics and political studies, religious and social philosophy, law and
medical sciences.

RAMADAN, DR TARIQ, SWITZERLAND
Scholarly p. 104
Ramadan is EuropeOs preeminent Muslim intellectual writing about Islam
in public life. He is a professor of Islamic Studies at Oxford University and
formerly a visiting professor at the Erasmus University in Rotterdam. He is the
president of the European Muslim Network think tank based in Brussels and
is an advisor to the European Union on religion.

SHAIKH, MOHAMMAD, PAKISTAN
Preachers p. 128
Founder of the International Islamic Propagation Center (IIPC), a dabwa
organization based in Karachi, Pakistan, Mohammad Shaikh is well-known
as an inRBuential public speaker. He has given numerous lectures on the QurOan
and also founded the English-language [IPC TV channel which broadcasts to
viewers across the globe. He was ranked 4th most inBuential Muslim in the
world in a public poll by Reuters in 2009.

AL SUDAIS, SHEIKH ABDUL RAHMAN, SAUDI ARABIA
QurDan Reciters p. 161

Al Sudais has international inRuence through his recitation of the QurOan,
which he memorized at age 12. Currently an imam at the Grand Mosque
in Mecca, he has studied sharia at Riyadh University, Imam Muhammad
bin Saud Islamic University, and Umm al Qura University. Al Sudais is also
popular for his sermons and stance on peaceful conBict-resolution.

WINTER, TIMOTHY (SHEIKH ABDAL-HAKIM MURAD), UK
Scholarly p. 104
Winter is BritainOs leading Muslim scholar, and also one of the most well-
respected Western theologians in the Muslim world. He has written on various
topics ranging from British Muslim history, theological discourse and social
issues. Winter teaches theology at Cambridge University and is the director of
Studies in Theology at Wolfson College in Cambridge. His advice is frequently
sought on the issue of Muslims in Britain.
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the lists
contents

The following 450 leaders are categorized by their diverse
belds of work and appear unranked. The Top 50 are only in the
International Islamic Networks and Issues of the Day lists.

Scholarly 97

These scholars, thinkers, and educators are well-respected leaders who have m
signibcant contributions to the study and cultivation of Islamic knowledge and
Muslim culture.

Political 107

These leaders possess high positions of power over substantial groups of peo
and maintain authority from their elevated status, reputation, or political clout.

Administrative 115

These agents of change are responsible for founding and directing some of t
most inBuential and innovative global institutionsNmost often these are based in
the Muslim world.

Lineage 125
These individuals exercise inBuence in the Muslim world and global society b
virtue of their lineage. They are from some of the oldest existing dynasties al
thriving scholarly traditions that link directly to the Prophet Muhammad.

Preachers 127

These dynamic preachers have become increasingly inBuential in an age
technology where uplifting sermons and lessons on Islam are presented to pack
stadium audiences and millions of televisions are tuned in to satellite networkg
and innumerable web videos are viewed multiple times a day across the world.

WomenOs Issues 131

These women have been trailblazers in their respective belds, often being the B
in breaking social boundaries.

Youth

These activists have garnered inf3uence in the Pelds of youth work and educatig
as young and pioneering leaders in various pbelds.




Philanthropy 139

These philanthropists have used their wealth and goodwill towards affecting th
world through charitable giving across the globe, thereby alleviating the key crisg
of the day.

Development 141

These organizers have dedicated their lives to civic engagement, community wo
activism and conRict resolution to inBuence communities through policy change,
governance, and advocacy for sustainable development.

Science, Technology, Medicine, Law 151

Scientibc and technological innovation is key to the impact of these leaders wi
inBuence the world. The Muslim world also boasts historic and contemporaryj
advancements in the Peld of medicine and the implementation, and often reform
of systems of law. These leaders are catalysts behind many of these developme

Arts and Culture 155

These are artists and cultural ambassadors whose work has become part of peop
daily lives throughout the globe.

QurOan Reciters 161

The recitation of QurOan is a special art that is valued by Muslim communities
across the world. The word QurOan literally means Othe recitationO referring
to its origins as an oral text. These are the 10 most popular QurOan reciters|
among different communities around the world.

Media 163

In an age of impulsive news and innovative media, these personalities ha
garnered inBuence from their use of media organizations or from their popularity
as commentators on life.

Radicals 167

These infamous individuals are often cited for heinous acts and controversi
statements made from their platforms of authority.

International Islamic Networks 169

These leading movements in the Muslim world command a huge following and the
individuals leading them are globally signibcant for their ability to affect changdg
on an institutional level.

Issues of the Day 171

Within the past year the world has witnessed natural disasters, internationa
political developments, environmental crises, destructions and revolutions. Thes
are the key bgures that have been exceedingly inBuential on these issues.




SCHOLARLY

Middle East and North Africa

ALGERIA
cherif, h.e. ambassador prof. dr mustafa
Mustafa Cherif, a former ambassador of Algeria to Egypt, is a philosopher and resear
specializing in international relations and dialogue between cultures. Co-founder and co-chair

the Muslim Christian Friendship in France and the Mediterranean, Cherif has written numerotyis

works on religion, civilization and dialogue between cultures.

BAHRAIN
yaquby, nizam
Nizam Yaquby is one of the most respected scholars of Islamic Pnance and sits on many ady
boards including HSBC Amanah. A highly sought-after expert with an immense breadth
experience with the Muslim community, Yaquby received the Annual Islamic Finance Summ
Outstanding Contribution to Islamic Finance Award.

EGYPT
al Oawa, sheikh dr mohammed salim
Mohammed Salim is the secretary general of the International Union of Muslim Scholars &
the head of the Egyptian Association for Culture and Dialogue. He is also a founder of Egy
moderate Islamic political party Al Wasat and regularly appears on Egyptian television and on
Al Jazeera channel.

IRAN
amoli, his eminence grand ayatollah abdullah jawadi
Grand Ayatollah Amoli is a leading theologian and interpreter of the QurOan. He is a prol
scholar having published ovgro articles and books. He is most well-known for his commentary
of the QurOan thkafsir al Tasnimwhich has been lauded by his peers. Amoli has remained a ve
public bgure throughout his career, having led a diplomatic mission to the USSR, and contin
to speak publicly on current affairs.

damad, his eminence ayatollah prof. dr seyyed mostafa mohaghegh
Damad is one of the very few high-level clerics in Iran to have been educated in international
in the West. Damad is a forceful advocate for a more progressive interpretation of sharia. He
very well-respected scholar, dean of the Department of Islamic Studies at The Academy of Sci
of Iran, and a professor of Law and Islamic Philosophy at Tehran University.

shirazi, his eminence grand ayatollah nasir makarim
Grand Ayatollah Shirazi is a leading theologian teaching at the seminary in Qom, one of
two most important centers of learning for Twelver ShiQa. He is most inRuentialTafsinial
Amthal which is a very popular simplibed commentary of the QurOan. He has also spearhe
the creation of schools and magazines devoted to young people.

soroush, abdolkarim
Soroush is a well-known bgure in the religious intellectual movement in Iran. His writings we
essential reading during the time of the Iranian Revolutiagyiy though they have since become
more important outside Iran than inside it. Soroush remains a public intellectual who criticizg
the Iranian government from a modernist religious perspective.
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IRAQ
fayadh, his eminence grand ayatollah mohammad ishaq
Grand Ayatollah Fayadh, originally from Afghanistan, is one of thefajasof the Hawza
Seminary in Najaf, IragNone of the two most important seats of learning in Twelver ShiOis
Fayadh is known for his quietist approach to politics and is well-respected especially amongs|
shiGa population of South Asia. It has been speculated that Fayadh is the frontrunner to su
Grand Ayatollah Ali al Sistani at the highest position of political and patriarchal leadership in Ira

hakim, his eminence grand ayatollah mohammed said
Grand Ayatollah Hakim is one of the fomrarjasof the Hawza Seminary in Najaf, Iraq, and
accordingly is one of IragOs most important ShiQa clerics. His family is very prominent in
holding key positions in ShiOa social and religious organizations and also in government. H
leads aroun8percent of the Iragi ShiQa population. His inRuence stems partly from his relations
to Grand Ayatollah Mohsen al Hakim, a former religious leader of the Twelver ShiQa in Iraq.

al najab, dr al sheikh ali bashir  [new]

Sheikh al Najap is the son @fand Ayatollah Bashir al Najab and a leading ShiOa scholar in Irag.

He often represents the Hawza Seminary at international conferences and serves as the spok
of theGrand Ayatollahs, who traditionally refrain from addressing the media individually.

al najab, his eminence grand ayatollah bashir
Grand Ayatollah Bashir al Najab is one of the four marjas of the Hawza Seminary in Najaf, |
and one of IraqOs most powerful Shida clerics. As a marja of the Hawza in Najaf, IraqOs prem

institution, Najab holds a position of immense authority. Najab, originally from Pakistan, holds

less sway amongst IraqOs population than the other marjas but has signibcant clout in South

al sadr, his eminence ayatollah al fagih seyyed hussein ismail
Ayatollah al Fagih Seyyed Hussein Ismail al Sadr is the most senior Shida cleric in Baghdag
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, Iraq.

He heads the Ayatollah Seyyed Hussain Ismail al Sadr Foundation Trust, which runs humanitatian,

development, and peace and reconciliation projects in Irag. His role as a social leader
humanitarian has increased signibcantly during the recent hostilities in Iraq.

JORDAN
khasawneh, his eminence sheikh abdul karim [new]

and

Sheikh Khasawneh was appointed by royal decree to the post of grand mufti of the Hasherite

Kingdom of Jordan in Februa®01Qupon the resignation of the former grand mufti, Sheikh Dr
Nuh Ali Salman al Qudah. Sheikh Khasawneh is the former mufti of the Jordanian Armed For

al qudah, his eminence sheikh dr nuh ali salman
Sheikh al Qudah is the former grand mufti of Jordan and maintains inBuence in legal and religid

circles. He has held other notable positions in the past including Chief Islamic Justice of Jordary.

is also formerly a religious leader in the Jordanian army with the rank of Gejeral in1992

LEBANON
Qabbani, His Eminence Dr Mohammad Rashid
Mohammad Rashid Qabbani is the grand mufti of Lebanon and hence the countryOs leading S
scholar. Qabbani speaks out regularly against sectarianism and violence.

MOROCCO
abdul-rahman, prof. dr taha
Abdul-Rahman is a Moroccan philosopher famous for his work in trying to create an ethig
humanistic modernism on the basis of the ethics and values of Islam. He has taught logi
Muhammad V University for ove30 years. Abdul-Rahman has won the Moroccan Book Prizg
twice, and was awarded the ISESCO Prize for Islamic Philoscpb@arHe is the president of

the Wisdom Circle of Thinkers, Morocco, and a member of the International Union of Muslinm
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PALESTINE
al tamimi, his eminence justice sheikh dr tayseer rajab

Al Tamimi is a leading scholar and chief Islamic justice of Palestine. Popular as an outspgken

thinker and leader on Palestinian-Israeli relations, al Tamimi is the head of the Palestinian Ce
for Religion and Civilization Dialogue.

SAUDI ARABA
al saffar, hasan musa

communicating with Salab leaders and other senior ofbcials in Saudi Arabia. This is impor
as sectarian tensions throughout the Muslim world have risen with the increased Sunni-S
hostilities in Iraqg.

Hasan Musa al Saffar is a Saudi ShiQa reformist leader who has made signibcant prog‘%ess in

SYRIA
hassoun, his eminence sheikh dr ahmad badr al din
Hassoun has been the grand mufti of the Republic of Syris26iddéehen he succeeded the late
Sheikh Ahmed Kuftaro. He is an advocate of interfaith dialogue, and is very vocal in his opin
that states should be ruled on a civil rather than religious basis, believing that secularism is
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synonymous with atheism, a sentiment that holds great sway in Syria0s religiously diverse sogiety.

itr, sheikh dr nur al din  [new]

Sheikh Dr Nur al Din Itr is an Al Azhar-trained sheikh based in Syria. A leading scholar of the

QurQanic sciences atadith, he maintains a key position in the world of Muslim scholarship. He
is credited for participating in an incredibly successful educational movement out of Damasc
The Qubaisiat, a female-only Sub network which is the leading Islamic movement in SyriaNw|
Sheikh Itr as the principal instructor. He is credited for driving a signibcant achievement in Islan
history in regards to educationNno less th@ad Qubaisiat have memorized the ONine Texts of]
the Sunnadvhich include major canonical bookstdith with extensive chains of narration in
addition to the entire QurOan.

al-zuhayli, dr prof. sheikh wahba mustafa  [new]
Dr al-Zuhayli is a leading scholar of Islamic law and legal theory and is noted for his exten
scholarship. He is also considered an expert on Islamic international law and is chairman
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Islamic jurisprudence at the College of Sharia at Damascus University. Al-Zuhayli is a popdlar

preacher and a proponent of traditional orthodox Sunni Islam.

TUNISA
ennaifer, hOmida
Ennaifer is a key player in worldwide efforts towards better Muslim-Christian relations. He
a lecturer in Muslim theology at the Higher Institute of Theology at the Zeituna University i
Tunisia. He is also the president of the Islamic-Christian Res€aocip. EnnaiferOs interfaith
work centers on theological similarities between Islam and Christianity.

Southern Africa

SOUTH ARICA
desai, mufti ebrahim [new]
A prominent Deobandi sheikh, Mufti Desai runs askimam.org, issuing numé&twasonline
through the Camperdown-based Islamic institution Darul Iftaa, Madrassah Inaamiyyah where
is the principle mufti and a senior lecturer.

hendricks, sheikh seraj

=

Hendricks is the mufti of Cape Town and imam and teacher at the Zawiya Mosque. He is a leafling

scholar on Subsm in South Africa, and a patron of Dome Publications. Hendricks is seen as

one
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of the highest authorities on Islamic scholarship for South Africa’s large and affluent Muslim
population.

East Africa

ETHIOPIA
idris, his eminence hajji omar
Omar Idris is a mufti and leader in Ethiopian Muslim politics. A proponent of Muslim unity, he
is the current chair of the Addis Ababa Majlis and also the chair of the Addis Ababa Ulema Unity
Forum.

KENYA
mazrui, dr ali al®amin [new]
Dr Mazrui is a prominent scholar of African and Islamic studies and an outspoken commentator
on Islam. Noted for his stance on the applicability of sharialaw within a democratic system and
his denunciations of violence in the name of religion, he is a widely-respected academic. A prolific
writer, Dr Mazrui is an Albert Schweitzer Professor in the Humanities and the Director of the
Institute of Global Cultural Studies at the State University of New York at Binghamton.

UGANDA
mamdani, mahmood

Mamdani is the Herbert Lehman Professor of Government in the Departments of Anthropology
and Political Science at Columbia University in the United States. Mamdani is also the director of
Columbia’s Institute of African Studies. He is a former president of the Council for Development
of Social Research in Africa in Dakar, Senegal. Mamdani is well-known for his book Good Muslim,
Bad Muslim America, the Cold War, and the Roots of Teitiath became significant in liberal
policy circles in the US.

West Africa

BURKINA FASD
dokori, dr abu bakr
Abu Bakr Dokori is the president of the Islamic University of Ouagadougu. He is a major scholar
and advisor to the president. Dokori is also Burkina Faso’s representative to ISESCO. He is one of
the leading Muslim scholars in a country with around 8 million Muslims.

GAMB A
jah, his excellency ambassador prof. dr omar
Jah is an important figure in the Muslim community of Gambia and in Gambian scholarship on
Islam. Jah was the former Gambian ambassador to Saudi Arabia. He is now the secretary of the
Muslim Scholars Council, Gambia, and a professor of Islamic Civilization and Thought at the
University of Gambia where he is the dean of the humanities faculty.

NIGERIA
ahmed, dr ibrahim datti  [new]

Dr Ibrahim Datti Ahmed is the president-general of the Supreme Council for Sharia in Nigeria
(SCSN). The SCSN is the focal Islamic religious institution that deals with shariain Nigeria, and is
also a representative body of Nigeria’s Muslim scholars. Recently, the SCSN has petitioned for fair
treatment of Muslim military officers and has spoken out against prejudice and violence against
Muslims, especially in light of the violent clashes between Christians and Muslims near the city of
Jos in January 2010
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Asia
AZERBAJIAN
ibrahimoglu, ilgar
Ibrahimoglu is a charismatic young Islamic scholar and human rights activist who is the head
of a pro-Iranian Shi’a congregation in Baku and Azerbaijan’s Center for Freedom of Conscience
and Worship. Ibrahimoglu received his religious education in Qom, Iran, but also studied human
rights in Poland. This combination of Islamic and secular education is attractive for a population
that was only recently part of the Soviet Union.

pashazade, sheikh ul islam haji allahshukur hummat
Pashazade is not only the grand mufti of Azerbaijan, but also the mufti by election of the whole
Caucasus region. Pashazade is also the world’s only Sunni-Shi’a grand mufti, giving each group
fatwasaccording to their relevant madhab, reflecting Azerbaijan’s Sunni-Shi’a mix.

BRUNEI
bin juned, his eminence dr ustaz haji awang abd aziz
Bin Juned is the state mufti of Brunei and a well-respected scholar that advises the government and
the royal family on matters of faith.

INDIA
engineer, asghar ali
Engineer is a Dawoodi Bohra Ismaili. He is the leader of the progressive Dawoodi Bohra movement
and a prominent Islamic scholar who is famous for his take on Islam and contemporary issues.
Engineer has written many books and published articles in many international journals. He is the
founding chairman of the Asian Muslim Action Network, and of the Institute of Islamic Studies,
and the Center for the Study of Society and Secularism.

gaudri, professor sayid ameen mian [2009:44]
Professor Sayid Ameen Mian Qaudri is leader of the Indian Barelwis and a sajjada nashjmr Sufi
disciple of the Barkatiya Sufi tradition which stems from the Qadiriyyah tradition of eminent Sufi
master, ‘Abd al Qadir al Jilani (1077116&E). Qaudri is also a professor of Urdu language at India’s
esteemed Aligarh Muslim University.

sadig, maulana kalbe [new]
Sadiq is a well-known scholar of Shi’a Islam. His aim is to break down the existing barriers between
Hindus and Muslims in India. Currently, Sadiq is also the vice president of the All India Muslim
Personal Law Board, focused on sharialaw in India.

INDONESA
baswedan, anies[new]
Baswedan was named one of the World’s 100Public Intellectuals in 2008by Foreign Policy
Magazine, as well as Young Global Leader 2009by the World Economic Forum. Baswedan is the
youngest university rector in Indonesia. In 2007 he was selected as rector of Paramadina University
which was founded by the prominent Muslim scholar, Nurcholis Madjid. Besides his role as a
political analyst in Indonesian media, Baswedan has frequently joined international seminars and
written papers for scientific journals, especially in the United States. He is also the research director
at The Indonesian Institute Center for Public Policy Analysis in Jakarta.

gymnastiar, abdullah Oaa gym32009:48]
Abdullah Gymnastiar, more commonly known as Aa Gym (Elder Brother), is Indonesia’s most
popular preacher. With his style of modern, youthful, enjoyable preaching he has built a substantial
following and a media empire. He maintains a regular audience of over 80 million Indonesians
with an approval rating of close to 90 percent. Gymnastiar is both preacher and performer; he
is an attractive and charismatic young man, he makes jokes, tells stories and then sings nasheed
(religious songs) accompanied by lights, dry ice, and a band.
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maarif, syabi
Maarif is one of Indonesia’s most famous scholars whose political comments regularly attract
significant attention. This former president of the influential Muhammadiyah organization is
actively involved in the interfaith and peace movements both domestically and internationally,
largely through his Maarif Institute for Culture and Humanity. Maarif is also a professor of history
at the National University of Yogyakarta, and a productive author and columnist, currently writing
two regular columns in ‘Republika’ newspaper and also in GATRA Magazine.

MALAYSA
al akiti, dr muhammad abPb [new]

Dr Muhammad Afifi al Akiti is a briliant young scholar, a trained theologian and philologist. He
is a lecturer of Islamic studies with the Faculty of Theology at Oxford University, a KFAS Fellow
in Islamic Studies, and a fellow at Worcester College. He is internationally acclaimed for his 2005
fatwa, ‘Defending the transgressed by censuring the reckless against the killing of civilians’ written
in response to the 7 July London bombings, which was praised by scholars of Islam and gained a
massive readership on the internet.

al attas, dr syed muhammad naquib [new]
Dr al Attas is considered by many to be a scholar giant in the Muslim world. An influential
philosopher and thinker, he is well-written on the traditional Islamic sciences as well as sufism,
metaphysics, and philosophy. He has served at various global academic institutions as an educator
and lead administrator and is also a noted calligrapher.

kamali, prof. dr mohammad hashim
Kamali is the world’s leading expert and author on comparative studies between Islamic and
modern law. He is one of the most prolific producers of quality scholarship on Islam in the world
today. Originally from Afghanistan, Kamali is a dean and professor at the International Institute
of Islamic Thought and Civilization (ISTAC) and the International Islamic University in Malaysia.
Kamali is also the current Chairman and CEO of the International Institute of Advanced Islamic
Studies in Malaysia.

PAKISTAN
akhtar, hazrat maulana shah hakeem muhammad [new]
Maulana Shah Hakeem Muhammad Akhtar is a Sufi scholar of the Ashrafia order based in Karachi.
He has authored numerous books on Islamic spirituality including a popular commentary on the
Mathnawi of Jalaluddin Rumi. Akhtar attracts a vast audience at his spiritual center or khanqah for
islah-e-nafs (self-correction) and online, where his talks are broadcast live daily.

hashmi, dr farhat [new]
Hashmi is an influential lecturer and scholar. She has been instrumental in the burgeoning field
of the role of women in Islam and has contributed greatly to its literature. Hashmi is the founder
of Al-Huda International, an NGO actively promoting Islamic education and welfare since 1994

najab, his eminence grand ayatollah muhammad hussain [new]
Grand Ayatollah Hussain Najafi is the only marja in South Asia. Based in the Sargodha district of
the Punjab province in Pakistan, he was the first scholar from that country to be given the status of
marjiyyat and is one of only two Ayatollahs from Pakistan.

gadiri, sheikh muhammad ilyas attar qadiri  [new]
Sheikh Muhammad Ilyas Attar Qadiri is a leader of the Qadiriyyah, Radaviyyah, Attariya branch
of the Qadri Sufi order. He is also the founder of Dawat-e-Islami, a Sunni Barelwi revivalist
movement centering on the propagation of Islamic knowledge. Qadiri is a widely-respected sheikh
with a significant global following.
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al gadri, dr muhammad tahir

Al Qadri is a politician, professor, and the founder of Minhaj ul QurOan International Worldwid
an organization whose aim is to establish unity and understanding between communities. H
also the founder of the Minhaj Welfare Foundation that provides welfare for the needy. Al Qa
has authored som#50published works and given more th@000 lectures on economics and
political studies, religious and social philosophy, law and medical sciences which are aireg
international satellite channels such as QTV, PTV Prime and the Islam Channel. He also servg
a jurist consult (legal advisor) on Islamic law for the Supreme Court and the Federal Shariah C
of Pakistan and has worked as a specialist adviser on Islamic curricula for the Federal Minist
Education of Pakistan.

SINGAPORE
kassim, ustaz ibrahim
Ibrahim Kassim is one of SingaporeOs most respected Islamic scholars. A judbarididbert
in Singapore and the sheikh of fkistiyyahSub tarigah in Singapore, Kassim is deeply involved
in the rehabilitation of Jemaah Islamiyah members that are under detention for plotting terrori
attacks in Singapore. This rehabilitation work has garnered international attention as a model
the reintegration of suspected terrorists that could be replicated in other countries.

Europe

BONIA
karic, dr enes [new]
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Dr Enes Karic is a professor of QurOanic studies and history of the interpretation of QurOan at the

Faculty of Islamic Studies with the University of Sarajevo. He previously served as the Ministg
Education, Science, Culture and Sports with the Republic of Bosnia-Herzegovil® 94196
Dr Karic has written extensively on the QurOan and Islamic studies in English and Bosnian.

ESTONIA
harsinov, his emminence, ahmed
Ahmed Harisnov is the mufti of Estonia; he has campaigned for the right of EstoniaOs Mus
to have their own mosque. He also carries out important work as a public bgure assuring
countryOs Christian population that Muslims are a peaceful people. Islam has been prese
Estonia for ovelOOyears, but apprehension about Islam has grown since Septei@G7]1
putting the spotlight on bgures such as Harsinov.

FRANCE
bencheikh, sheikh sohaib
Bencheikh is a theologian, a modernist former grand mufti of Marseilles, and one of the m
inRuential social leaders and scholars of Islam in France. Bencheikh is also head of the Hi
Institute for Islamic Studies. Marseilles is a cosmopolitan city with a huge population of Musli
of North African ancestry. Bencheikh is a passionate advocate for integration of the Mus
population, hijab rights and womenOs involvement as imams in the Muslim community.

GERMANY
denffer, dr ahmed von [new]
Dr Ahmed von Denffer is an inBuential bguréGarmany. He has been pivotal@rman Islam
and is a prominent author and translator of Islamic publications ifGdrenan language. He has
published works on the QurOan, the Islamic Sciences, and Christian-Muslim relations.

hoffman, his excellency ambassador, dr murad
Hoffman is an author and Muslim intellectual, respected by both Muslims and non-Muslims. H
is a prominent formeGerman diplomat and author of several books on Islam, incluibogney
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to Makkahand The Future of~lslam in the West and the maslished i2008 Many of his books
and essays focus on IslamOs place in the West and in the United StatesNspecibcally in light fof the
post9/1iclimte.

SWITZERLAND

ramadan, dr tariq
Ramadan is EuropeOs preeminent Muslim intellectual writing about Islam in public life. He i
professor of Islamic Studies at Oxford University and formerly a visiting professor at the Erasmus
University in Rotterdam. He is the president of the European Muslim Network think tank based|in
Brussels and is an advisor to the European Union on religion. Ramadan hashgbitteks and
produced ovefOOrecordings. Since a six-year bar on entrance to the US, Ramadan made his prst
public appearance in New York in AzD10

U7
QD

TURKEY
karaman, prof. dr hayrettin
Karaman is one of the most prominent scholars of Islam in Turkey, and the preeminent scholaf of
Islamic law ¢harig there. He publishes popular and academic texts extensively and writes a wegkly
column in the newspaper OYeni SafakO (New Dawn). His long career in academia has garnered him
much respect. At the pinnacle of his career Karaman was a dean at TurkeyOs premier univgrsity,

Marmara University. He left this position at the height of the headscarf controv@@lin

UNITED KINGDOM
motala, hadhrat sheikhul hadith maulana yusuf [new]
Shiekh Motala is the founder of the Dar ul Ulum Al Arabia Al llamia in Holcombe, Bury
Lancashire. He is a scholars® scholarNmany of the United KingdomOs young Deobandi scholars
have studied under his patronage. Sheikh Motala has an expansive network of students|and
educational institutions which he has founded.

winter, timothy (sheikh abdal-hakim murad)
Winter is BritainOs leading Muslim scholar, and also one of the most well-respected Wesgtern
theologians in the Muslim world. He has written on various topics ranging from British Muslim
history, theological discourse and social issues. Winter teaches theology at Cambridge Univgrsity
and is the director of Studies in Theology at Wolfson College in Cambridge. His advice is frequgntly
sought on the issue of Muslims in Britain.

Oceania

AUSTRALIA
aly, waleed
Aly is an Australian academic, lawyer, and Muslim community leader. He is a frequent gnd
authoritative commentator on Australian Muslim affairs in the media. He currently works as|a
lecturer at theSlobal Terrorism Research Centre at Monash University, Melbourne.

el imam, sheikh fehmi
El Imam is one of AustraliaDs most senior Islamic scholars and leaders. As a founding member
of VictoriaOs Islamic community, he has had a major inBuence on the development of Islam in
Australia. He is secretary general of the Victorian Board of Imams and also senior imam at|the
Preston Mosque in Melbourne®s northern suburbs.

104



Sholarly

Central America

EL SAVADOR
gattan, dr ahmad
Qattan is a Muslim convert of Palestinian origin. He is the co-founder of the Arab Islamic Cen
in Salvador. Qattan has been an educatodadivactivist for the past7years, and has published
more than10Q000 copies of an introductory text on Islam, which has been read by an estimat
250000 people.

MEXICO
rojas, isa
Rojas is alaDwactivist and author of numerous articles about Islam in Spanish and French. He
also a student of religion at Al Madina University, Saudi Arabia. Aréumtion people or more

have read his articles and translations which have been published on various Islamic websitep.

is one of the writers and editors at Islamweb.net.

South America

ARGENTINA
garcia, prof. muhammad isa
Garcia was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina. He studied Arabic, Islamic studies and theolog
Umm Al Qura University in Mecca. He is a specialist in the origins of prophetic tradtiozia
has translated numerous books, with many only available to a Spanish-speaking readership i
translation. He is also the author of a series named OKnow Islam®.

CHILE
torres, sheikh ismail
Ismail Torres is a distinguished sheikh aawactivist in Chile. The Muslim community in
Chile remains a small but growing pocket in South America, with communities in Santiag
Temuco and Iquique.

COLOMBIA

al colombi, dawood abdl ghafur
Al Colombi is one of the most well-respected Muslim scholars in Colombia. He is the mg
active and inRuentialaOwactivist in Colombia, participating in the conversions of @0
people. He is the founder of a mosque in the city of Pereira and of the Centro Cultural Islam
ColombiandaOwaroject. Al Colombi hosts conferences and awareness lectures for Muslims 3
non-Muslims, and is acknowledged for his talent for conveying the principles of Islam to no
Muslims. He is also the author of several articles in Spanish and has created the only librar
Islamic books in Colombia.

ECUADOR
dassum, dr layla
Dassum is the vice president and co-founder of the Islamic Centre of Ecuador and the directo
the Muslim Ladies Committee. A well-knowaOwactivist in Ecuador, Dassum hosts conferences
and awareness lectures locally and internationally and teaches women about Islam and the QU
Dassum has represented her country in many conferences in the Islamic world.
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North America
CANADA
mattson, ingrid
Ingrid Mattson is the director of the Islamic Chaplaincy Program and professor at the Hartford
Seminary in Hartford, Connecticut. In 200%he was elected vice president of ISNA and in 2006she
was elected president, becoming the first woman and the first convert to hold such high positions
within the organization. ISNA is the largest Muslim organization in North America, and is an
umbrella organization for numerous local and regional Muslim societies and groups in the United
States and Canada.

UNITED SRTES

al alwani, dr taha jaber
Al Alwani is an active academic and organizer in the international community of Sunni Muslim
scholars. He is the president of Cordoba University, a former chairman of The Figh Council
of North America, a member of the OIC’s International Islamic Figh Academy, and a former
president of the US office of the International Institute of Islamic Thought. Al Alwani is also the
author of acclaimed works such as: Source Methodology in Islamic Jurisprudence; Towards a Figh
for Minorities; The Ethics of Disagreement in Islam; Ijtihad; and The Quran and the Sunnah: The
Time-Space Factor. He is also a senior fellow of the Aal al Bayt Institute for Islamic Thought in
Jordan.

estes, sheikh yusuf
Sheikh Yusuf Estes is a well-known Muslim preacher of a moderate Salafi background who lectures
all over the world. He is the former national Muslim chaplain for the US Bureau of Prisons and
uses technology, such as uploading lectures on the Internet and appearing on television to spread
Islam in an accessible manner. His website has over 8 million unique hits.

keller, sheikh nuh
Keller is a scholar and specialist in Islamic law. He holds the distinction of writing the first
Islamic legal work in a European language to receive certification from Al Azhar—the second
oldest university in the world, founded in 975CE. Keller possesses a number of ijazas in Islamic
jurisprudence, and teaches students from all over the world. He is a Sheikh of the Shadilyyah Sufi
order.

nyang, sulayman s
Nyang is a professor of African Studies at Howard University and writes extensively on Islam in
Africa. He is a former deputy ambassador and head of chancery at the Gambian Embassy in Saudi
Arabia, and a former consultant to several national and international agencies.

shakir, imam zaid
Shakir is an influential Islamic scholar currently affiliated with the Zaytuna Institute. He founded
Masjid al Islam in Connecticut, founded the Tri-State Muslim Education Initiative and the
Connecticut Muslim Coordinating Committee. He has worked with Shiekh Hamza Yusuf to
develop the first American Islamic seminary, which graduated its inaugural class in 2008 They
have since co-founded Zaytuna College, which aspires to become a fully accredited institution.

siddiqui, prof. dr muzammil h
Professor Siddiqui is chairman of the Figh Council of North America. He is a prolific lecturer,
adjunct professor of Islamic Studies, director of the Islamic Society of the Orange County Mosque,
with around 7,000 members, and is the former president of the Islamic Society of North America.
He is very active in interfaith efforts and is the author of a weekly column on Islamic law.
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Middle East and North Africa

ALGERIA
boutel3ika, his excellency president abdelaziz

BouteRika is the incumbent president of Algeria. During his ten years of presidency, Bouterlika

has succeeded in ending a civil war that ran throughout the nineties and was one of the bloo
civil unrests of th@th century in the Muslim world. Peace was reached through a process
reconciliation and amnesty that was strongly supported by the Islamist and Nationalist belligere

haddam, anwar n
Haddam is the president and co-founder of the Movement for Liberty and Social Justice (MLJ
He was elected to the Algerian parliament under the Islamic Front for Salvat@®il leading
activist, he is an initiator and signatory of the National Contract for a Peaceful and Politi
Solution to the Algerian Crisis.

EGYPT

elbaradei, dr mohamed
Former director general of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Dr EIBaradei has be
recognized globally as a contributor to world peace through his work on non-proliferation an
nuclear power regulation with the UN. In the run-up to 2@LEgyptian presidential election,
ElBaradei leads a reform movement to allow independents to run in the forthcoming electig
He is widely-endorsed as a potential candidate himself, but has made no public acceptance g
nomination. He currently leads the newly-formed National Association for Change, a non-par
movement that calls for general reforms to EgyptOs constitution.

mubarak, his excellency president muhammad hosni

Muhammad Hosni Mubarak is the fourth and current President of the Arab Republic of Egypt.

Trained as a Pghter pilot in thi®68 and1976, he was appointed by then-president Sadat as vic
president in1975becoming the vice chairman of the National Democratic Party (NDP)i8
Mubarak has effective control over all aspects of Egyptian government. Egypt, a notable soft p
player in the region, is one of the cultural hubs of the Islamic world, and is host to a number
historically signibcant institutions, not least of which is Al Azhar UniversityNthe second olde
university in the world, founded 875CE. The choice of Cairo for ObamaQs speech to the Musli
world was not accidental.

IRAN
ahmadinejad, his excellency president mahmoud
Ahmadinejad is president of Iran and a former University of Science and Industry lecturer.
supported the Iranian Islamic Revolution and was a founder of the students® union that occu
the US Embassy ih979 Ahmadinejad served as governor of Arbadil province and mayor o
Tehran. As president, he has enfranchised the politics of the nationOs large conservative, wq
class population, which makes him incredibly inf3uential. In doing so, he also marginalized Ira
rising middle class, a fact that curtails some of his inBuence on Iranian society.

ebtekar, her excellency dr masoumeh
Ebtekar was the brst female vice president of Irdi9@¥and has remained at the center of the
revolutionary movement in Iran, sind®79and has occupied the highest political ofbce to be
reached by a woman in the country. She is a considerable force in the reformist movement in |
and one of the founding members of the reformist Islamic Iran Participation Front.
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5 jalili, saaed
Jlili is secretary of IranOs Supreme National Security Council and the chief Iranian nug

negotiator. The nuclear issue is central to both Iranian domestic politicsNnuclear technology

has become somewhat of a goal for IranNand international geopolitics, as many countri
particularly Israel and the US, are wary of further nuclear proliferation. Jalili was brought in af
former negotiator Ali Larajani resigned. His role is pivotal in the future security of the Islam
Republic of Iran and the success of its nuclear power program.

khatami, his excellency mohammad
Mohammad Khatami is a reformist politician who served as president of Irarl@®mo 2005
Although he was ineffective at bringing around many of the changes from his mandate that W
sought by Iranian society, he remains a bPgurehead of the reformist movement. Khatami was el
to the PrstMajles al Shura and is known internationally for his proposal2600promoting the
UN ODialogue Among CivilizationsQ initiative, a movement he hoped would counter the preval
sentiment that there was a OClash of CivilizationsO.

rafsanjani, his excellency ayatollah ali akbar hashemi
Ayatollah Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani is a reformer who served as president of Ira886m
to 1997He currently holds the position of head of the Expediency Council, a position design
to settle disputes between the Iranian parliament and the Cour@ilasflians. It is one of the
most senior positions in Iranian politics as the Expediency Council has the power to dismiss
Supreme Leader.

IRAQ
dari, harith
Dari is the current leader of the Sunni Ulema Union, the largest association of Sunni Mus
scholars in Irag. He is a key bgure in the movement to expel foreign troops from Iraqg, and
given religious sanction to many of the controversial tactics of insurgents, such as kidnapp,
arguing that there is historical precedent for such practices.

ISRAEL
salah, sheikh raed
Raed Salah is the head of the northern branch of the Islamic Movement in Israel. He is wig
respected in the Islamic world as a spiritual leader. A@88to 2001Salah also served as the
mayor of Umm al Fahm, an Israeli-Arab city.

LEBANON
hariri, his excellency saad rabc
Saad Rabc Hariri is the prime minister designate of Lebanon. He is a Lebanese businessma|
the son of the late Prime Minister Rabc Hariri. Since his fatherOs assassi2&hénhas
assumed presidency of the Future Movement. He entered parlian905mnd remains one of
the most prominent leaders of the Marbth group.

PALESTINE
abbas, his excellency president mahmoud
Abbas, also known as Abu Mazen, is the president of the Palestinian National Authority a
founder of Fatah, and chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organization. Considered a mode
he advocated negotiations with Israel and initiated dialogue with Jewish and pacibst movemen
the 19768. Much was expected of his presidency of the Palestinian National Authority and his |
of ability to offer any signibpcant progress has diluted his inBuence both as a political leader
as a peacemaker. However his position ensures that he remains a central bgure in global pol

haniyah, ismail
Haniyah is a senior political leader of Hamas and one of two disputed prime ministers of
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Palestinian National Authority, a matter under political and legal dispute. After being dismissed
President Mahmoud Abbas, Haniyah continued to exercise prime ministerial authorityGazhe
Strip. Haniyah is a popular bgure able to broaden the appeal of Ha@ezaim politics.

SUDAN
al bashir, his excellency president omar

Al Bashir is the current president of Sudan and head of the National Congress Party. He can
power in a coup ir198%nd has since instituted elements/oifria law throughout the country,
including in Christian and animist areas. The ICC issued an arrest warrant for al Ba60#@ in
indicting him on Pve counts of crimes against humanity (murder, extermination, forcible transfe
torture and rape) and two counts of war crimes (pillaging and intentionally directing attack
against civilians).

SYRIA
al assad, his excellency president bashar
Al Assad is an Alawite Shi®a and president of the Syrian Arab Republic. He has broad appe
leader of a predominantly Muslim country through a number of reforms that he instituted. H
changed the law soon after taking ofbce to allow the wearing of hijab in public schools. He
began permitting soldiers to pray in mosques. Assad has made an increasing amount of referg
to SyriaOs Islamic heritage in ofbcial speeches, signaling that Islam is not as feared as it once
the Syrian government.

TUNISA
ghannushi, rashid
Ghannoushi has inBuenced Tunisian politics sincel®®8 when he founded the Renaissance
Party. The Renaissance Party is an Islamic political party whose principles and ideals have
widely accepted by Tunisiar@8hannoushi continues to lead the party in exile in London, and
writes prolibcally. Although seen as a radical in Tunisia, he is respected throughout the world
proponent of Islamic democracy.

UNITED ARABEMIRATES

al maktoum, his highness amir sheikh mohammed bin rashid [2009:21]
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid al Maktoum is the Ruler of Dubai and the Prime Minister of th
United Arab Emirates. Although his inBuence has ebbed, especially in light of the Pnancial ¢
and national debt facing Dubai and its major investment company, Dubai World, al Maktoum
a well-respected politician in the Middle East. He has launched multiple charity initiatives fro
Dubai, such as ODubai CaresO® which has donate2ilGagHidn to youth education initiatives in
impoverished countries since its inceptior2007

al nahyan, his highness sheikh khalifa bin zayed
Al Nahyan is the president of one of the fastest-growing nations in the world, the United Ar
Emirates. He has signibcant power over the direction in which the Emirates go and has very
opinions about IslamOs role in the economic development of the UAE, saying that women
accorded the right to work where they please as long as a respectful environment is maintai
Under his leadership, the UAE has seen signibcant economic growth and the renaming of the
Dubai to Burj Khalifa is considered a symbol of Al NahyanOs bnancial power.

Middle Africa

CHAD
deby itno, his excellency president idriss
Deby is the president of Chad and the head of the Patriotic Salvation Movement. He took po
in 1990leading a predominantly Muslim army. Muslims make up ardsfercent of Chad®s
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million people. Deby holds great domestic authority through his ability to consolidate power
Chad. Chad was previously affected by a high frequency of coup dOZtats. He participated

negotiated peace agreement in Febr@aytbetween the rebel groups of the Justice and Equality
Movement and the Sudanese government.

EAst AFRICA

SCMALIA
AHMED, HIS EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT SHEIKH SHARIF SHEIKH
Ahmed is the ninth president of Somalia and former commander in chief of the Islamic Cou
UnionNa previously militaristic organization that had signibcant control over the country, which
has now reformed into a Somalian political party. Ahmed was educaseariain Sudan and
Libya and is #abzof the QurOan (one who has memorized the entire Quatiththe spiritual
leader of the Idriseeyah order of Sub Islam in Somalia.

AWEYS, SHEIKH HASSAN DAHIR
Aweys is an inBuential Somali leader. He is a Salab and the former head of the Shura Council

Islamic Courts Union of Somalia. In ApAiD09Aweys returned to Somalia and declared war on
the African Peace Keeping Forces (AMISOM). Although marginalized from mainstream Son
politics, he continues to enjoy signibcant support from the Al Shabbab resistance movemer]
Somalia.

WEST AFRICA

MALI
TOURE, HIS EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT AMADOU TOUMANI
TourZ is the president of Mali which ha8%percent majority of Muslims. He overthrew the
military ruler, Moussa TraorZ ih99]1then handed power to civilian authorities the next year.
TourZ won the presidential elections2i®02 with a broad coalition of support and was easily re-
elected irR007

AsiA

AFGHANISTAN
KARZAI, HIS EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT HAMID
Hamid Karzai was elected as president of Afghanistan for a full Pve-year term in S&fi@ber
becoming the brst directly-elected president in the countryOs history. He was then reelecteq
subsequent bve-year term in a controversial electi@®@® Karzai has been able to build up
considerable support from the Afghans. Under his presidency AfghanistanOs economy has
growing rapidly for the prst time in many years. His administration does, however, suffer frd
widespread allegations of corruption.

AZERBAJAN
ALIYEV, HIS EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT ILHAM
Aliyev is the current president of Azerbaijan and the chairman of the New Azerbaijan Pa
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Although not outwardly religious, he is a Muslim and his advocacy of a moderate cultural Islam

is representative of the demands of the population of the country. Azerbaijan, with a populat
of approximately7.5 million Muslims is an active member of the Organization of the Islamig
Conference.

BANGLADESH
WAZED, HER EXCELLENCY SHEIKHA HASINA
Sheikha Hasina Wazed is the current prime minister of Bangladesh and the president of on
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Bangladesh®Os major political parties, the Awami League. Poverty alleviation has be~come ap
for one of the poorest but most populous Muslim countries in the world, under WazedOs leaders
Wazed is the daughter of Muijibur Rahman, the prst president of Bangladesh.

INDONESA
djalal, dr dino patti [new]
Djalal is the presidential spokesperson for President Yudhoyono, and is also a diplomat, sp
writer, youth activist, academic, and author of a national best seller.

MALAYSA
abidin, his majesty spb yang dipertuan agong tuanku mizan zainal [new]
The Yang DiPertuan Agong is the constitutional monarch of Malaysia, with a populagit8 of

iority
hip.
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million. He is also the Sultan of Terengganu and currently one of the youngest and longest-reigning

Malay rulers. As King, he is also considered the Head of Islam.

ibrahim, his excellency dr anwar
Ibrahim is a Malaysian politician of global stature. He is the former deputy prime minister
Malaysia, former Pnance minister and is currently the leader of the Malaysian opposition coaliti
He is well-known for his liberal Islamic stance on politics, and is incredibly inBuential as a leal
and role model for young people. IbrahimOs coalition now controls fa@state governments. If
led by Anwar, it would have a fair chance of winning the next national elec26t3n

ismail, dr wan azizah wan [new]

Dr Wan Azizah Wan Ismail is the president of Parti Keadilan Rakyat (PeopleOs Justice Party).

was Leader of the Opposition Party until she stepped down for Anwar lbrahim.

razak, najib tun
Razak became thith prime minister of Malaysia iB009 He is focused on domestic economic
issues and political reform, promotes economic liberalization, and has stated that Malaysia ig
by Islamic principles and is not a secular state. Razak is also the president of the United M
National Organization (UMNO).

PAKISTAN
ahmed, gazi hussain [new]

Qazi Hussain Ahmed is a former Amir of the Jamaat-e-Islami Islamist political party in Lahote,

which is an inBuential network of millions of Muslims involved in missionary work, Islamig
education, and some relief efforts. The Jamaat-e-Islami has been labeled extremist for its
to jihadist movements in Pakistan, however Qazi Ahmed and the organization continue to
popular and inBuential with their missionary campaigns.

kayani, general ashfaq
Kayani is the Pakistani armyOs chief of staff. He has immense inRuence as the Islamic Re
of PakistanOs leading military bgure. Kayani has particular inRuence currently as the col
undergoes continued unrest with signibcant amounts of power in the hands of non-governme
controlled militia, and the federal government bnds ways to regain control.

lodi, her excellency ambassador dr maleeha
Maleeha Lodi is a journalist and diplomat. She previously served on the UN S@aataaiOs
Advisory Board on Disarmament Affairs and as Pakistani ambassador to the US and Britain. L
received the PresidentOs Award of Hilal-e-Imtiaz for public service in Pakistan. She was reg
given the prestigious honor of being named a counsel on the Council of the Institute of Strate
Studies; EuropeOs premier think tank.

rahman, maulana fazlur [new]
Maulana Fazlur Rahman is the Secre@Geperal of the Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal coalition of
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religious parties in Pakistan’s parliament. He is also the president of the Deobandi religio-political
organization, Jamiat Ulema-Islam, or Assembly of Islamic Scholars. Rahman leads one of two
main branches of the expansive organization which is a member of the National Assembly of
Pakistan. He is widely-respected as a dedicated scholar of Islam and is a seasoned politician.

PHILIPPINES

misuari, nur
Nur Misuari is a revolutionary leader of the Bangsamoro and began his campaign for better
treatment of the people of Mindanao by the Manila government through the Mindanao
Independence Movement (MIM) in the 1978 which later became the Moro National Liberation
Front (MNLF). Under Misuari’s leadership the MNLF challenged the government until the Tripoli
Agreement was negotiated in 1976

SINGAPORE
rasheed, his excellency zainul abidin
Rasheed is the senior minister of state for foreign affairs for Singapore and the mayor of the North
Eastern district of Singapore. Rasheed’s activities have a focus on Singapore’s diplomatic relations
with the Muslim world, and also on sharing knowledge about Singapore’s experience of inter-
cultural and inter-religious relations with nations with substantial Muslim populations. Rasheed
is widely known domestically, having held numerous positions of leadership throughout his career
in journalism, organized labor and representing Singapore’s large percentage of Muslims.

TAJKISTAN
rahmon, his excellency emomalii [new]
Rasheed has been the President of Tajikistan since 1994He has done much to establish a distinct
Tajik identity, and has called for closer ties with other Muslim nations in the region.

THAILAND
pitsuwan, his excellency dr surin
Pitsuwan is the secretary general of the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) and a
former foreign minister of Thailand. He is an advocate for better relations with Muslims in South
East Asia, speaking out against the marginalization of Muslim communities. ASEAN is one of the
most important international organizations in the world, coordinating the economies and politics
of some of the fastest-growing middle-income economies in the world.

TURKMENISTAN
berdimuhamedow, his excellency president gurbanguly mSlikguly!ewis
Berdimuhamedow has been the president of Turkmenistan since 21December, 2006 In April
2007 Berdimuhamedow visited Islamic holy sites in Medina furthering the relationship he seeks
to build with the broader Muslim world. He is a moderate Muslim traditionalist who has sought
to normalize life in Turkmenistan after the more unorthodox religious beliefs of his predecessor
Niyazov.

Europe

DENMARK
khader, nasser
Khader is Denmark’s leading Muslim politician. As a member of parliament, he has represented
both the Social Liberal Party and the Liberal Alliance, the latter until 5January, 2009as founding
leader. A leading proponent of the peaceful co-existence of democracy and Islam, he established
a new movement, Moderate Muslims (later renamed Democratic Muslims), when the Jyllands-
Posten Muhammad cartoons controversy started.
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FRANCE
BECHARI, DR MOHAMMAD
Bechari, born in Morocco, is a leader and prolific and dynamic public figure in the landscape
of European Islam. He is the president of the French National Federation of Muslims, one of
the leading entities organizing Islam in France. He is also the secretary general of the Islamic
European Conference, a Europe-wide umbrella organization that seeks to be a single organization
representing European Muslims at a European level. Bechari is the founder of the Avicenna
Institute in Lille and is the vice president of the French Council of the Muslim Faith.

KOSOVO
THAGI, HIS EXCELLENCY PRIME MINISTER HASHIM
Thagi was formerly a political leader of the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA). The KLA was the
guerrilla group that fought against Serb forces in the late 1996. Thagi is the prime minister of the
newly formed Kosovan national government. Kosovo itself is significant as an important cause for
international Muslim solidarity, and is the most recently recognized Muslim-majority country in
the world.

RUSSA
KADYROV, HIS EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT RAMZAN
President of Chechnya, Ramzan Kadyrov is the son of former president, rebel leader and preacher
Akhmad Kadyrov. He maintains an iron grip on Chechnya’s government and institutions.

MINNIKHANOV, HIS EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT DR RUSTAM [NEW]
Dr Minnikhanov is the newly-elected president of the Republic of Tatarstan of the Russian
Federation. Tatarstan is an affluent region in the center of Russia, and its religious culture has been
lauded as a model of the combination of Islam and European culture. President Minnikhanov is
the former Prime Minister of the Republic of Tatarstan, and was nominated for the presidency by
Russian President Dmitry Medvedev.

YEVLOYEV, AKHMED
Yevloyev is an important rebel leader based in Ingushetia, a region bordering Chechnya. He is part
of the broader Caucasian Front movement, which is trying to set up an Islamic free-state on the
southern border of Russia.

SRAIN
BAKKACH EL AAMRANI, MOSTAFA [NEW]|
El Aamrani is a notable writer, poet and journalist of Moroccan descent. In early March 201Che
created the Partido Renacimeinto y Unién Espana or PRUNE party as its founding president. The
PRUNE party is the first national Islamic political party in Spain and is based on a platform of
‘justice, equality, and solidarity’.

TURKEY
DAVUTOGLU, HIS EXCELLENCY AHMET
Davutoglu is the current minister of foreign affairs of Turkey. He is considered the most important
figure for redefining the new framework of Turkish foreign policy under the AK Party’s rule.
Before becoming the foreign minister, Davutoglu served as chief foreign policy advisor to PMs
Giil and Erdogan. He is influential both as a politician and a well-respected, and successful scholar
of international relations and the Muslim world.

ERBAKAN, HIS EXCELLENCY PROF. NECMETTIN
Erbakan is a former prime minister of Turkey (19961997, and the founder of the National View
movement from which the current prime minister and president hail. Erbakan’s election to prime
minister was the first time an Islamic party, the Welfare Party, had been elected to govern in modern
Turkish history. He has advocated a stronger relationship between Turkey and the Muslim world,
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which much of the Turkish electorate supports. He remains one of the most well-known Turki
politicians in the Muslim world.

UNITED KINGDCM
AHMED, LORD NAZIR

Nazir Ahmed is the Prst Muslim member of the House of Lords, the upper chamber of the Unifed

KingdomOs bicameral parliament. Membership is for life, and underlines the respect and trus
enjoys in the British establishment. Ahmed has worked on issues relating to Islam and Britg
Muslim community. He also works internationally to promote dialogue and freedom of religion

ALI, DR ANAS AL SHAIKH
Anas al Shaikh Ali is the chair of the small but dynamic Association of Muslim Social Scient
(AMSS) and the director of the International Institute of Islamic Thought (1IT) London Ofbce)

t he
inOs

sts

The~AMSS has been active in producing policy papers and publications on issues of concern tp the
UKOs Muslim population for many years, but was thrust into mainstream domestic politics after

the events of July,2005in London. Ali has been at the forefront of a number of international

campaigns for better relations between faiths, specibcally in promoting the A Common Wordd

initiative and also the Pght against the demonization of Islam in media, founding the UKOs Fo
against Islamophobia and Racism.

WARSI, LADY SAYEEDA
Warsi is the most senior Muslim in the Conservative Party. She is the Shadow Minister

fum

for

Community Cohesion and Social Action, and a member of the shadow cabinet. She was part of the

successful mission by British Muslim politicians to Sudan to secure the release of an imprisd
British teacher i2007

NORTH AMERICA

UNITED SRATES
ELLISON, REPRESENTATIVE KEITH

ned

Keith Ellison is the brst Muslim to serve in the US Congress. He is serving his second term in the

Fifth Congressional District of Minnesota in the United States House of Representatives and
serves on the Financial Services and Foreign Affairs Committees. Representative Ellison has
an outspoken advocate for American Muslims and his trips to the Muslim world, such as a visi
Palestine in the aftermath of the Israeli attacli29Dg have garnered international support for his
outreach to the Muslim world.

HUSSAIN, RASHAD
Rashad Hussain is the prst Indian-American to be appointed Deputy Associate Counsel to

president; he was appointed by President Obama. He is a former trial attorney at the US Depart:[uent

of Justice, a former legislative assistant to the House Judiciary Committee, and a former edit
the Yale Law Journal. Hussain was subsequently named the US envoy to the Organization g
Islamic Conference, in Mar@0D10He is lauded for his balance of secular and religious leadersh
as a young Muslim lawyer akthbz(one who has memorized the entire QurOan), playing a ke
role in advising the American President on US-Muslim world affairs.
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MiDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA

ALGERIA
GHLAMALLAH, HIS EXCELLENCY BOUABDELLAH
Ghlamallah is AlgeriaOs long-standing Minister of Wagqf and Islamic Affairs, a position he has
since the election of current President Boutel3ikédB9He previously held high level positions in
the Ministry of Education throughout thE988 and1998 where he went from focusing on basic
education to the organization of QurOanic schools and religious eduGhtamallah maintains
a strong commitment to FranceOs Algerian Muslim community.

EGYPT
AL HUSSEINI, DR ABD ALLAH [NEW]
Dr Abd Allah al Husseini was appointed to the Presidency of the Al Azhar University upon f
resignation of Sheikh Ahmad Muhammad al Tayeb in Ma€dOAl Husseini is formerly the vice
president for educational and student affairs at Al Azhar.

IRAN
JAFARI, GENERAL MOHAMMAD ALI [2009:41]

General Mohammad Ali Jafari is the Chief Commander of the Iranian Army Guiuglians of

the Islamic Revolution (also known as the Revolutiol@argrd), an elite faction of the Iranian
armed forcesNseparate from the armyRNthat reports directly to\taayat-e Fagilafari is the
leader 0f200000 troops, close t80Q000 reservists, and tH#),000 strong highly trained Quds
Force. The Revolutionaguard Corps occupies cabinet positions, parliament seats, and contro
500 companies in various business industries. The Revolutiddaayd also exerts inBuence
through funding and directing Shi®a movements abroad such as Hezbollah, and the Mahdi A
Because of this, Jafari has a signibcant degree of control in Irag.

SOBHANI, HIS EMINENCE AYATOLLAH JAFAR

Sobhani is a leading member of the Council of Mujtahids in the Seminary of Qom; one of the

two most important centers of learning in Twelver ShiQism. He is the director of the Imam Sa
Institute, Iran. His work in all areas of the Islamic sciences is widely known and receives crit
attention. Sobhani is a prolibc writer having published 808scholarly works.

VAEZ-TABASI, HIS EMINENCE AYATOLLAH ABBAS
Vaez-Tabasi is at the head of IranOs single richest institution, the Holy Estate of Imam Reza
Holy Estate owns hundreds of companies and resources. Its revenue is supplemented by
donations of the millions of pilgrims that make the journey to Mashhad, where Imam Reza (t
eighth of the Twelver Imams) is buried.

JORDAN
AL ABBADI, HIS EXCELLENCY ABDUL SALAM
Al Abbadi is the current secretary general of the International Islamic Figh Academy, based in S
Arabia. The academy is the highest legal authority of the Organization of the Islamic Confere
and the highest non-sectarian Islamic legal authority in the Muslim world. Al Abbadi is a profes
of Islamic jurisprudence, and former president of the Aal al Bayt University.

FARHAN, ISHAQ

Farhan is the leader of the Islamic Action Front (IAF). The IAF is the political arm of the Muslifn

Brotherhood in Jordan. Farhan is known as a moderate, and was an early advocate of
participation of women in the Brotherhood movement.
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LEBANON
daouk, amine m
Daouk is the head of the Makassed Philanthropic Islamic Association of Beirut. Makassed is
of the oldest modern Islamic development organizations in Lebanon. It started as an initiat
to make free education available to girls and has developed into a major Muslim developn]
organization, focusing on education, health care, and social issues.

nashabeh, prof. dr hisham
Nashabeh is the chairman of the Board of Higher Education and the dean of education at
Makassed Association, Lebanon where he oversees the educational work of all the institu
in the Makassed network. Nashabeh is also chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Institu
Palestine Studies and the director of the Institute of Higher Islamic Studies, both based in Bei

LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA
al sharif, prof. dr muhammad ahmed
Al Sharif is the secretary general of the World Islamic Call Society (WICS), Tripoli. The WI
is one of the leading organizations working globally to promote the Islamic faith. It has worki
largely in Africa to spread the message of Islam and also for development work there. It is a
network of organizations with a powerful patron: Libyan leader Muan@addabp.

MOROCCO
modghari, his excellency dr abd al kabir
Modghari is the director of the Casablanca-based Bayt Mal al Quds agency of the Organizati
the Islamic Conference, which is devoted to safeguarding the city of Jerusalem and its relig
architectural and cultural heritage, and also providing development assistance to the Palesti

population and their institutions. Modghari was a former long-term Minister of Wagf and Islami¢

Affairs of the Kingdom of Morocco representing the late King Hassan II.

OMAN
al khalili, his eminence sheikh ahmad
Sheikh al Khalili is the grand mufti of Oman. He is head of religious institutions there, and
charged with ensuring that the religious teachings of Oman follow a moderate path. Al Kh3g
issuedatwason behalf of OmanOs establishment and represents Oman in Islamic events abro

PALESTINE
sabri, his eminence sheikh dr ikrima saQid
Sabri is head of the Supreme Islamic Council, and a former grand mufti of Jerusalem and al
Palestine. He remains an Imam of the Blessed Al Agsa Mosque, preaching there regularly. Sa
an important bgure who is well-respected by many in Palestine for his forthright views on Isra

SAUDI ARABIA
al faisal, his royal highness prince mohammed
Prince Mohammed al Faisal has been groundbreaking in the area of Islamic Pnance, setting u
brst modern bank run in compliance with the ruleslofiria.The Faisal Islamic Bank of Egypt
was set up in Cairo ipy7, and aimed to be a model of Islamic banking for future initiatives.
Islamic banking is founded on the premise of lending without interest. Prince al Faisal remains
chairman of the board of directors of the bank.

olayan, lubna
Lubna Olayan is internationally recognized as Saudi ArabiaOs top businesswoman. As a le
investor in the Saudi economy, chief executive ofpcer of the Olayan Financing Company, al
board member for organizations such as Saudi Hollandi Bank, Rolls Royce and Citigroup, am
others, she is one of the most infRuential businesswomen in the world.
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al rajhi, sulaiman abdul aziz
Al Rajhi owns the biggest stake in the worldOs largest organization for Islamic banking and bn
Al Rajhi Bank, with roughl$0 outlets in Saudi Arabia and additional outlets in Malaysia. As
Saudi ArabiaOs richest non-royals, members of the al Rajhi family are among the worldOs I¢
philanthropists. They also run the SARR Foundation: a network of charities and resea
organizations.

SYRIA
alchaar, dr mohammed nedal
Alchaar is the secretary general of the Accounting and Auditing Organization for Islamic Finan
Institutions (AAOIFI). The AAOIFI is an independent international corporate organization
supported by it200members frord5countries around the globe which comprise the international
Islamic banking and bnance industry. It is one of the key organizations creating standards for
Islamic banking industry.

Southern Africa

SOUTH ARICA
hendricks, maulana igsaan
Hendricks is the president of the Muslim Judicial Council of Cape Town. The Muslim Judic
Council is one of the central Islamic organizations in South Africa, doing educational work
well as social work for the Muslim community. The organization runs the International Pea
University of South Africa (IPSA), and oversees administration of Cape TownOs Al Azhar Instif

Middle Africa

CHAD

abakar, sheikh hussain hassan
Sheikh Hussain Hassan Abakar is the Imam of the Muslims of Chad and the chairman of

Aance,

ading
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Supreme Council of Islamic Affairs in Chad. He is also a founding member of the Muslim Wo
League (MWL). Abakar oversees the activities of the Supreme Council of Islamic Affair
implementing educational and cultural programs through Islamic schools, educational books

Id
in
d

training courses for imams. He has been important in fundraising for the education of Muslims

in Chad.

East Africa

MALAWI
kingbombe, sheikh aman
KingDombe is the Spiritual Advisor of the Celebrations of the Birth of the Prophet Muhamm
He is a cleric responsible for the organization of the festivities. The festivities are attendeg
thousands of Muslims from around Africa. 2009 KingQombe extended an invitation to the
Christian population of Malawi to partake in the festival.

ZIMBABWE
menk, mufti ismail musa [new]
Mufti Ismail Musa Menk is the director of thignarul Iim (Islamic Educational Centre) of the
Majlisul Ulama. The Majlisul Ulama Zimbabwe is an Islamic welfare organization which caters
the needs of the Muslim population of Zimbabwe, especially in terms of Islamic education. Me
is a noted scholar in eastern Africa and also lectures internationally.
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West Africa

MAURITANIA
bah, prof. dr mohammed el mokhtar ould
Bah is the president of the Chinguetti Modern University, Mauritania. Chinguetti is a UNESCO
World Heritage site because of its importance as a center of Islamic learning in the North West
coast of Africa. This gives Bah a position with considerable historical and religious capital in West
Africa.

NIGERIA
ajibola, his excellency prince bola

Prince Bola Ajibola is the former head of the Nigerian High Commission in London and the
president and founder of the Islamic Movement for Africa. He also served as the vice chairman
of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in The Hague between 1991 and 1994. In 1994 Prince
Ajibola was appointed Judge ad-hoc to the Permanent Court of International Arbitration, with
respect to the court’s deliberations on the land dispute between Nigeria and Cameroon. He also
served as the Attorney General and Minister of Justice in Nigeria. Most recently he founded the
Crescent University, in Abeokuta, Nigeria. He is also a senior fellow of the Aal al Bayt Institute for
Islamic Thought in Jordan.

mohamed, imam ustaz musdgnew]
Imam Mohamed is the chief imam of the Abuja National Mosque in Nigeria. As the leading imam
of the national mosque of Nigeria, Imam Mohamed is often the spokesperson for Islamic religious
affairs in the country.

Asia
AFGHANISTAN
gilani, pir sayyed ahmad [new]
Gilani is a Sufi cleric of the Qadiriyyatariqa as well as the leader of the National Islamic Front of

Afghanistan, a moderate Islamic resistance organization. Since taking leadership of the Sufi order,
Gilani has liberalized the tariqa and made it more welcoming to all.

samim, dr abdul zahir shabq [new]
Dr Abdul Zahir Shafiq Samim has recently been appointed deputy minister for Islamic education
at the Ministry of Education in Afghanistan. Prior to his current position, Dr Samim served as
deputy minister at the Ministry of Hajj and Religious Affairs. He has made important contributions
to Islamic education in Afghanistan and has assisted the national commission in the formulation
and planning of Islamic education in Afghanistan through the Ministry of Education.

BANGLADESH
rahman, mohammad fazlur
Rahman is the leader of the Islamic Foundation, Bangladesh. The Islamic Foundation is a quasi-
governmental organization working under the Ministry of Religious Affairs in Bangladesh. Its
chief aims are educational, and organizational, researching, publishing, offering scholarships and
also providing funding to maintain mosques. The head office of the Islamic Foundation is in
Dhaka, and is supported by six regional offices and 58 district offices. The organization runs seven
imam training centers and 29 centers for daOwa

CAMBODIA
adam, h.e. zakaryya[new]
H.E. Zakaryya Adam is a member of the Cambodian parliament, and serves as a member of the
Commission on Education, Youth, Sport, Religious Affairs, Culture and Tourism. Previously, he
held the position of secretary of state in the Ministry of Cult and Religion. In addition to his
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government service, H.E. Zakaryya Adam holds several other prominent positions in support
of the advancement of the Muslim community in Cambodia. He serves as vice president of jthe
Highest Council for Islamic Religious Affairs, as the vice president of the Cambodian Musljm
Development Foundation (CMDF), general secretary for the Cambodian Islamic Center (CI(

~

and as a director of Cambodian Islamic Voice Radio. Adam has translated the QurOan, as well as

other Islamic books, from Arabic into the Khmer language for Cambodian readers; he has also
written a Melayu-Khmer dictionary.

CHINA
GUANGYUAN, IMAM CHEN CHEN
Guangyuan is th&rand Imam of China as well as the president of the Islamic Association
China and the president of the Chinese-Islamic Institute. He has a very important position, wijth
China®s rough®dmillion Muslims coming almost exclusively from minority grou@sangyuan,
has also recently spoken out in opposition to violence against Uighurs.

=

ARSHAD, MUFTI MOHAMMAD
Mohammad Arshad is the chief imam of Hong Kong andltia¢eelforator) of the largest mosque
in Hong Kong. Arshad keeps good relations with the government, police and foreign consulates.

Approximately50000 Muslims live in Hong Kong.

INDIA

BUKHARI, SYED AHMAD [NEW]
Bukhari is the imam of the largest and best-known mosque in India, Jama Masjid.

INDONESA
INDRAWATI, SRI MULYANI [NEW]
Si Mulyani Indrawati is one of the most powerful women in the world and an Indonesian
policymaker with an international proble. She was recently re-appointed as Pnance ministef in

2009 Since her appointment, Southeast AsiaOs largest economy has become one of the fastest-

growing economies in the region, due in part to the combination of sound economic policies and
a more stable political situation.

MAHFUDZ, SAHAL [NEW]
Mahfudz was re-elected for a third term as chief of the consultative bpadlyal) of the
Nahdlatul Ulama in Marct2010 Since2000he has been the head the Indonesia Ulema Council
which comprises both Muhammadiyah and Nahdlatul Ulama, IndonesiaOs most inRuential Islamic
organizations. The Ulama Council grants halal food certibcation and also actively plaivaes

Besides being a dean of Nahdlatul Ulama Institute, Jepara, Sahal also manages Maslakul Hlida, a

Pesantrerhat actively supports the economic development of the surrounding neighborhood
through its microbnance program.

UMAR, DR NASARUDDIN
Nasaruddin is the director general of religious guidance at the Indonesian Ministry of Religiqus

Affairs. He is also a rector at the Institute for Advanced QurOanic Studies in Indonesia and secretary

general of the Nahdhatul Ulama Consultative Council.

MALAYSA

NIK MAT, DATO’ HAJI NICK ABDUL AZIZ [2009:42]
DatoO Haji Nik Abdul Aziz Nik Mat is a Malaysian politician, an Islamic scholar and has been|the
chief minister of the State of Kelantan for the 2isgears. He holds the position Mirsyidul
AmNthe religious guideNwithin the Pan-Malaysian Islamic Party (PAS). As the religious guid
of the Pan-Malaysian Islamic Party, Nik Mat is the spiritual leader of Malaysian Islamic politics
and holds very important sway over the tenor of politics in the nation. Nik MatOs fundamentalist
party has close to one million members and enjoys strong support from the northern rural aphd
conservative states such as Kelantan and Terengganu.

11°
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MALDIVES
saeed, mohamed shaheem aljnew]

Saeed is the minister of state for Islamic Affairs for the Republic of Maldives. His knowledgq of

Islam has provided good leadership to his ministry, especially in the drafting of regulations un

der

the Religious Unity Act of the Maldives which, he believes, would provide a legal framework to
protect Islam. Saeed is also collaborating with the Maldives National Broadcasting Corporatiofn to

introduce a new television channel which would focus on relating Islam to the broader issue

5 of

society. He was a member of the World Islamic PeopleOs Leadership and the Islamic Figh Academy

in the Maldives.

PAKISTAN
siddiqui, dr anwar hussain [new]
dddiqui is the president of the International Islamic University in Islamabad, a school aiming

fo

produce scholars and practitioners able to use their Islamic learning to meet the economic, sqcial,

political, and intellectual needs of themah.

RI LANKA
mufthi, m.i.m. rizvi [new]

M.1.M. Rizvi Mufthi is the head of All Ceylon Jamiyyathul Ulama (ACJU), an organization that

plays an active role as the Islamic religious higher authority of Sri Lani@@@drctive members
under its22districts andL&divisional branches. ACJU has recently established a Halal Certibcati
Authority in Sri Lanka and also publishes a quarterly whichhligagcertiPed organisations and
products. One of the pioneering scholars in the beld of Islamic banking and Pnance, Mufthi

member of theharia advisory councils for a number of Islamic Pnancial institutions in Sri Lanks.

UZBEKISTAN
alemoy, his eminence usman
Alemov has been the chief mufti of Uzbekistan 2066 He is respected for his moderate stance
and proven record in coping with extremists in the Samarkand region where he was former
mufti. Alemov was instrumental in making Tashkent the ISESCO Capital of Islamic Culture f
2007

Europe

ALBANIA
koci, habz sabri
Habz Sabri Koci is chairman of the Albanian Islamic Community, which is the countryOs ru
Islamic body. He speri7years in a prison labour camp under the communist rule during which
he authored many books about Islam. These works were so inspiring that he was elected as
of Albanian Muslims after his release.

AUSTRIA
shakfeh, annas
Shakfeh is the head of the Islamic Faith Community in Austi@G(Oe). He has been its
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president for around a decade, building a close relationship with the Austrian state on community

integration. Shakfeh also leads the Islamic Education Authori2@d8he was decorated for his
services to the Republic of Austria by President Heinz Fischer.

BELARUS
voronovich, ismail mukharemovich
Voronovich runs the Muslim Spiritual Directorate of Belarus which is linked to a number of sma
communities around Belarus, with the largest congregation based at a mosque in Slonim.
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CZECH REPBLIC

sanka, vladimir
Vladimir Sanka is the vice president of The Islamic Centre in Prague. The Czech Republic is o
the least religious countries in Europe, however SankaOs center bucks this trend, leading the f
growing religious community in Prague, and ref3ecting a larger movement throughout Europe.

DENMARK
pederson, abdul wahid

Abdul Wahid Pederson is the vice president of Muslims in Dialogue, which promotes Islam with

e of
stest-

n

Denmark. Pederson is also the principal of three elementary schools, vice chairman of the Islamic

Christian Study Centre, foreign relations manager of the Muslim Council of Denmark, and

secretary general of the charity Danish Muslim Aid. He is the Prst imam to hold Friday serm
in Danish.

FINLAND
daher, okan
Okan Daher is a leader of the Tatar Muslim population of Helsinki. Tatar Muslims have lived
Finland for centuries. He is inBuential in community relations with the Christian-majority societ

ns

of Finland by promoting ways to adapt Rexibly while maintaining cultural heritage, and he is a|so

inlBuential through promoting relations with the various Tatar communities in EurDader is

also head of the Islamic Community of Finland and an advisor to the President of the Republic

of Finland.

FRANCE
moussaoui, mohammednew]
Moussaoui is the president of the French Council on Muslim Faith. The CFCM was establishe
2003by then Interior Minister Nicolas Sarkozy to be the Oofbciald representative body of the F
Muslim community. Council members are directly elected by French Muslims.

ITALY
pallavicini, imam yahya sergio yahe

relations with the Muslim world. He is vice president of CO.RE.IS (Comunit™ Religiosa Islami
the Islamic Religious Community), Italy, the chairman of the ISESCO Council for Education a
Culture in the West, and an advisor for Islamic affairs to the Italian minister of interior. Pallavici
is also the imam of the al Wahid Mosque of Milan in Via Meda, where he organizes the train
of imams in Italian. His father is Abd Al Wahid Pallavicini, the noted preacher and head of t
Ahamadiyyah Idrissiyyah Shadhiliyyah brotherhood in Italy.

Pallavicini is an important bPgure in the religious life of Italian Muslims as well as in Europe{n

KOOVO
trnava, his eminence sheikh naim
Naim Trnava is the grand mufti of Kosovo. He is the leading religious bgure in Kosovo, a 1
country, which emerged after an ethno-religious war that caused widespread loss of life
destruction. Trnava is a key bgure in the attempts of the country®s Muslim population to overc
the horrors of war. He was instrumental in the creation of the Inter-Religious Council Organizati
for Interfaith Relations.

PORTUGAL
vakil, abdool magid abdool karim  [new]
Abdool Magid Abdool Karim Vakil is the founder and president of the Islamic Community
(Comunidade Islamica de Lisboa), the co-founder and president of the Abrahamic Forum of
Portugal Forum Abradmico de Portugal) and a member of the Committee for Religious Freedom
of the Ministry of Justice of Portugal. He is one of the leading economists from the region and
recieved several awards for his work from the Portuguese goverment.
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RUSSIA
NASIBULLAHOGLU, MUFTI CAFER [NEW]|
Cafer Nasibullahoglu is the imam of the St Petersburg mosque. He is atsdtiloé St Petersburg,
which is home to approximatelpo thousand Muslims. His diverse congregation consists of
Muslims of Tatar, Kazakh, Uzbek, Tajik, and Arab origin, among others, and the sermon at
Petersburg mosque is often conducted in Arabic, Tatar, and Russian.

SWEDEN

BIN OUDA, HELENA
Bin Ouda is the chairwoman of the Muslim Council of Sweden, which is the main representat]

body for Muslims living in Sweden. The council is an umbrella organization representing a num]:er

of Islamic organizations in the country and currently has nine member organizations, with a s
total of aboutioo,000 members.

SWITZERLAND
MAIZAR, HISHAM [NEW|
Hisham Maizar is president of the Federation of Islamic Organizations of Switzerland. T
FIOS was established as an umbrella organization for Islamic movements in Switzerland and
member organizations representing owes ethnic groups including Swiss, Albanians, Arabs,
Bosnians, Turks, and Africans. Switzerland has as many,aso Muslims and is considered to
have some of the most anti-Islamic sentiments in Europe.

TURKEY
BARDAKOGLU, ALI
Ali Bardakoglu is the president of the Presidency of Religious Affairs in Thikepd}. He is a
moderate Islamic leader who supports interfaith initiatives andds appointed two women to
the position of vice mufti. The Presidency of Religious Affairs has signibcant inBuence over,
activities of religious associations and places of worship in the country. He is former professd
Islamic law at the University of Marmara.

GAGRICI, HIS EMINENCE PROF. DR MUSTAFA
Mustafa ,agroc6 is the mufti of Istanbul as well as a theology professor and is a respected
among Turkish Muslims. He welcomed and prayed with Pope Benedict XVI in the Blue Mosd
in 2006.

UNITED KINGDOM
AHSAN, DR MANAZIR
Ahsan is the director general of the Islamic Foundation, Leicester. The Islamic Foundation is

of the main centers working for integration and understanding of the British Muslim population.

Although the center has occasionally been referred to as extremist, it does accurately ref3e
diversity of the British Muslim community.

BARI, DR MUHAMMAD ABDUL [NEW ]
Bari is the secretary general of the Muslim Council of Britain, the largest Islamic umbre]
organization in the United Kingdom. The MCB has ower national, regional and local afpliate
organisations and strives to promote a full and participatory role for Muslims in public life.

KAZMI, NADEEM [NEW]
Nadeem Kazmi is the director for International Development of the Imam Al-Khoei Benevole
Foundation based in London. The foundation is notable for its humanitarian aid and for i
community work in both the UK and the United States.
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Oceania

NEWZEALAND
ghani, dr anwar [new]
Ghani is president of the Federation of Islamic Associations of New Zealand (FIANZ). His wd
leading FIANZ has been considerable; building bridges with the government as well as with
broader New Zealand population and leaders of other faiths.

kireka-whaanga
Kireka-Whaanga is the leader of the Aotearoa Maori Muslim Association (AMMA) the mai
organization for New ZealandOs Maori Muslims. Islam is an increasingly important religion
the indigenous population of New Zealand, and is the fastest-growing religion amongst the M3
community.

Caribbean

JAMAICA
muhammad, mustafa
Muhammad is a spokesperson for the Muslim population of Jamaica and has been the presi
of the Islamic Council of Jamaica for the pb$years. His work involves education and halal
certibcation. He oversees the eleven mosques in Jamaica that are attended regularly by an est
5000 Muslims.

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
ali, imam yacoob
Ali is the president of the largest and most infBuential Muslim organization in Trinidad and Tobag
the Anjuman Sunnat ul Jamaat Association (ASJA) which was fountigg86AliOs organization
runs numerous schools and focuses on the importance of education for Muslim youth.

Central America

EL SALVADOR
al salvadori, mustafa
Mustafa Al Salvadori is the president of the ShiQa community in El Salvador. His work, beg
that with his own community, has tended to involve education about Islam to the mainly Catho
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population of El Salvador which has become, broadly speaking, fearful of Islam over the past

decade.

South America

ARGENTINA
hallar, muhammad yusuf
Hallar is an active bgure in Argentina involved in community development for Latino Muslim
He has conducted comprehensive research on Muslims in Latin America and holds a num
of positions including secretary general of the Islamic Organization of Latin America and
director of the Ofbce of Islamic Culture and is a member of the Expert Committee on Minori
Rights for the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC).

BRAZIL
othman, abdul-bagi sayed
Othman is the director of Rio de JaneiroOs Charitable Society of Muslims (Sociedad de Beneb
Mueulmana). He has represented Brazilian Muslims in many international conferences. Otharj
is also alaDwactivist, and runs the IQRA publishing center in Brazil where he helps publig
translations of various Islamic books.
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ADMINISTRATIVE

ECUADOR
suquillo, juan
Suquillo is an imam and the director and co-founder of the Islamic Centre of Ecuador. He h
received awards in recognition of his services to the nation, and has translated many books
Spanish. These have become very popular sinceg/ithattacks when non-Muslims became
interested in learning about Islam. Suquillo®s books have become bestsellers since then. He
well-respected, especially by South American Muslim scholars.

North America

CANADA
delic, imam dr zijad

Imam Delic is the National Executive Director of the Canadian Islamic Congress. The CIQ i

made up ob4 organizations plusso unafbliated individuals; the CICOs newslettegdoasoo
subscribers worldwide. Imam Delic is a scholar who writes about how Muslims can integrate i
Canadian society, and he has been a consultant to the Canadian government and G®gus N
Delic is the former imam of the British Columbia Muslim Association which represesis
Muslims living in BC.

valiante, wahida [new]
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A social worker and therapist by profession, Wahida Valiante is a founding member, and currently,

the president of the Canadian Islamic Congress. She is a published author of books on the
of family therapy and community issues. She is an outspoken advocate of the rights of Cana
Muslims and also serves as the chair of the Islamic History Month in Canada.

UNITED STATES
ali, imam mohammad shamsi
Imam Mohammad Shamsi Ali is the imam of three New York City mosques, includingthhe
Street Mosque; the cityOs largest mosque, and is the chairman of the Muslim Day Parade. He

with Muslims from many ethnic backgrounds and is very active in interfaith efforts throughout

New York City. Since Septemher2oo1, New YorkOs Muslim population has been under clos
scrutiny, and interfaith activities have been both high-proble, and well-supported, giving religio
leaders in the city a globally signibcant role in defusing tensions between religions.

el erian, dr mohamed
Dr el Erian is the CEO and CIO of PIMCONone of the worldOs largest asset managen
companies. Previously, he served as the investment manager of Harvard UniversityOs endov
fund, and deputy director of the International Monetary Fund. He is the bestselling author of
number of books on international economics and Pnance. Dr Mohamed El-Erain is the worl
largest bond investor with over tillion of assets under management asoob.

ghazi, drs abidullah and tasneema
Dr AbidullahGhazi, a prominent writer, speaker and poet is co-founder of the IQRAQ Internatior
Educational Foundation with his wife Dr Tasnee@fmzi. IQRAQ is a non-probt organization
that creates Islamic studies textbooks and educational materials especially for children.
institution has produced a complete system of Islamic education for part and full time scho
and a comprehensiveadrasahintegrated program for the Singaparadrasatsystem. IQRAOs
programs and educational materials are used in the United States, and worldwide.

magid, imam mohamed
Imam Magid is the executive director and imam at the All Dulles Area Muslim Society Cen|
in Virginia. He is an advocate for youth and women, is the vice president of ISNA, and se
on the FBIOs Muslim, Sikh, and Arab Advisory Committee. Imam Magid was among the
OWashingtonians of the yearfdimwho were awarded the Washingtonian MagazineOs award f
outstanding leadership, in particular for his efforts toward interfaith bridge-building.
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LINEAGE

Middle East and North Africa

IRAQ
al sadr, sheikh mugtada
Al Sadr is the son of the laBrand Ayatollah Mohammad Mohammad Sadiq al Sadr, and an
inRuential ShiOa political leader. He has gained prominence since the death of Saddam Husse|n and
created the Mahdi Army iB003 an armed insurgency movement that has formed its own courts
and system of law enforcement. Al Sadr promotes a Shia-controlled government and along|with
Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani he is one of the two most important ShiOa leaders in Irag. Although tiere
are more qualibed ShiQa scholars, SadrOs social and political role make him extremely impoftant.

JORDAN
his royal highness prince el hassan bin talal
HRH Prince El Hassan bin Talal is an eminent thinker on development and Islam, and has bgen
recognized around the globe for his work, winning a number of awards for his interfaith activitigs.
In addition to his noble lineage and to his being the brother of HM the late King Hussein of Jordin,

Oxford-educated Prince El Hassan has been one of the leading intellectuals of the Arab world for
decades, and one of the pioneers of interfaith dialogue. Among his achievements are: founding the
Arab Thought Forum 198}t founding the Royal Institute for Interfaith Studid99%; and being
President Emeritus of the World Conference of Religions for Peace2@0:e

SUDAN

al mahdi, his excellency imam sayyed al sadiq
Al Mahdi is the president of the moderate Islamic Umma Party, and the imam of the Sub ordef Al
Ansar. He was prime minister of Sudan until the government was overthrown and he was forged
into exile. Al Mahdi has now returned and is working to restore peace and democracy in the Sudian.
He derives a signibcant portion of his authority from the fact that he descends from Muhammgad
Ahmad, who claimed to be tiMahdi, a prophesied bgure that many Muslims believe will return
to revive the Islamic faith.

SYRIA
al yagoubi, sheikh muhammad [new]
Sheikh al Yaqoubi traces his lineage back to the Prophet Muhammad®Os grandson al-Hasan. A
widely revered scholar, al YagoubiOs inRuence has spread as far as Europe, where the Islamic|Society
of Stockholm elected him as the mufti of Sweden.

Southern Africa

SOUTH ARICA
as-sub, sheikh abd al gadir [new]
Sheikh as-Sub is the founder of the Murabitun World Movement, and leader @fattogwi-
Shadhili-QadiriSub order. He has taught leading contemporary Muslim scholars and is a prolipc
writer, with a broad readership of Muslims and non-Muslims from across the globe. He traces jis
scholarly lineage (a chain of authorized sheikhs) back to the Prophet Muhammad.
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West Africa

NIGERIA
bayero, his royal highness amir al haji dr ado
HRH Ado Bayero is the current Amir of Kano. The Amir is the traditional ruler of the Nigeria
city of Kano, which is the capital of Kano State. Bayero is a popular leader amongst a wide va

of Nigerian Muslims. He is an inRuential Tijani sheikh, with lineage back to the prominent

Fulani jihadist and religious reformer Osman Dan Fodio. HRH Ado Bayero is regarded as a
counselor both at home and abroad because of his experience and ability to mediate bety
cultures, which makes him an important asset in promoting mutual understanding and resolvi
conBicts between different ethnic and religious groups.

Europe

ALBANIA
bardhi, his eminence haxhi dede reshat
Haxhi Dede Reshat Bardhi is the world leader of the Bektashi community, a seven-milli
member-strong Sub order based in Albania. He has been internationally recognized for his a
role in interfaith cooperation and for encouraging peace in Eastern Europe and Central Asia.

North America

UNITED SRATES
al ninowy, sheikh muhammad bin yahya al husayni [new]
Sheikh al Ninowy is the imam of Masjid al-Madina in Atlar&@orgia and is considered by
many to be a charismatic and inBuential contemporary scholar. Al Ninowy traces his lineage H
to al Imam lbrahim al Mujab, whose lineage is traced to Fatima, the daughter of the Prop
Muhammad. He recently founded an interactive Islamic university, utilizing the latest technolo
to continue the tradition of Islamic scholarship.
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PREACHERS

MiDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA

EGYPT
ABDELKAFY, SHEIKH DR OMAR
Abdelkafy is an Egyptian preacher aatlva practitioner. He is very well-respected by his peers as
a Hafiz of the QurOan (one who has memorized the entire QurOan). He is also the director o
QurQOanic Studies Centre at the Dubai International Holy QurOan Award. As well as working i
native Egypt, he travels abroad to help Muslim communities, working specibcally with the Musl
community in Canada.

IRAQ
KUBAISI, SHEIKH DR AHMED
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Kubaisi is a very popular Sunni cleric and preacher in Iraq, who preaches for the end of forgign

occupation in Iraq and the institution of an Islamic state. To this end he is a spokesperson of
Sunni Ulema Council, an important association of Sunni Muslim scholars in Iraq. Kubaisi leaj
prayers that are televised worldwide from the state mosque of Abu Dhabi.

SUDAN
EL BASHIR, HIS EXCELLENCY DR ISSAM

El Bashir is the secretary general of the International Moderation Centre (IMC) in Kuwait. The

IMC is an organization set up by the Higher Committee for the Promotion of Moderation o
the Kuwaiti Ministry of Awgaf and Islamic Affairs; its aim is to promote Islamic moderatio
domestically and around the world. The center has worked with communities in Britain ar
Russia, among other places, to promote moderation among the extremist elements of their Mug
population. Locally it trains ov&t00imams at a time with a focus on practices of moderation.

AL TURABI, HASSAN ABDALLAH
Al Turabi is a Sudanese religious leader. He is widely regarded as a moderate and uses I
teachings to foster social development. Al Turabi is an advocate for womenOs rights, and be
Muslim fundamentalists place prohibitions above social development. He has recently stated
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Sudanese president Omar Al Bashir should give himself up to the International Criminal Court

for the sake of Sudan.

WEST AFRICA

NIGERIA
KATSINA, SHEIKH YAKUBU MUSA [NEW ]|
Sheikh Yakubu Musa Katsina is a popular preacher in Nigeria. He is also the leader of the |

vala

revivalist sect in Katsina. The Izala, or JamaQat lzalatil Bidiawa Igamatus Sunnah (Movemment

Against Negative Innovations and for Orthodoxy) is an activist Sub brotherhood which calls
a return to the practices of the Prophet Muhammad and a true practice of Islam. Hailing fro
Katsina, the predominantly Muslim city in northern Nigeria, Sheikh Katsina is outspoken agair
corruption in the country.

Asia

INDIA
NAIK, DR ZAKIR
Abdul-Karim Zakir Abdul-Karim Naik is an Indian public intellectual teaching about Islam. He
hosts huge public events where he speaks on Islam, highlighting misconceptions and promo
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understanding about the faith. Naik also challenges leaders in other faiths to public debates that
are broadcast around the world on Peace TV—a satellite channel that he helped to found. He is
also the founder of the Islamic Research Foundation, which runs United Islamic Aid.

INDONESA
shihab, quraish [new]
Quraish Shihab is an Indonesian expert on Qur’anic exegesis who regularly preaches on national
television. He is noted as a progressive scholar who teaches Qur’anic exegesis using actual context
and simple language. He is an author of many Islamic books, including ‘Tafsir Al-Misbah’ He
served as Indonesian Minister of Religious Affairs in 199&nd also as chairman of the Indonesian

Ulama Council since 1984Shihab was also a director of State Islamic University, Syarif Hidayatullah
19921998

MALAYS A
ibrahim, dato mashitah [new]
Ibrahim is a prominent motivational preacher in Malaysia, and a lecturer in Universiti Islam
Antarabangsa Malaysia, who is now active in politics. Sultan Pahang awarded her the honorary
title ‘dato’ for her devotion to da’wa initiatives in 2000 Her views and opinions on contemporary

Islamic issues receive wide attention.

PAKISTAN
shaikh, mohammad [new]
Founder of the International Islamic Propagation Center (IIPC), a da’wa organization based in
Karachi, Pakistan, Mohammad Shaikh is well-known as an influential public speaker. He has given
numerous lectures on the Qur’an and also founded the English-language IIPC TV channel which
broadcasts to viewers across the globe. He was ranked 4th most influential Muslim in the world on
a public poll by Reuters in 2009

soomro, dr khalid mehmood [new]
A member of the Pakistani senate, and Secretary General of Jamiat Ulema-Islam Sindh, Dr Khalid
Mehmood Soomro is a popular preacher and teacher of Islam in Pakistan. Considered a prominent
political leader, Soomro writes for various print media and has authored several books on Islam.

Europe

CZECH REPBLIC
omic, imam emir[new]
Imam Emir Omic is the religious leader of the Muslim community in Prague which is made up
of around 2000 members, mostly businessmen, immigrants, and students. The Czech Muslim
community (approximately 10000 people) is establishing itself in the country on the foundation
of prayer, charity, and helping to inform the greater community about Islam.

ITALY
pallavicini, sheikh abd al wahid
Sheikh Abd al Wahid Pallavicini is a noted preacher from Milan, Italy. After converting to Islam
in 195The joined the Ahamadiyyah Idrissiyyah Shadhiliyyah Sufi order and is now head of the
brotherhood in Italy. His son is Imam Yahya Sergio Yahe Pallavicini, the chairman of the ISESCO
Council for Education and Culture in the West and imam of the Al Wahid Mosque of Milan.
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UNITED KINGDOM
UL HAQ, ABU YUSUF RIYADH [NEW]
Abu Yusuf Riyadh ul Haq is a very inBuential speaker and leading Deobandi scholar in the
He has been markedly inBuential through his work with the Al Kawthar Academy in Leicester.
Kawthar is a leading Islamic educational institution at the forefront of knowledge proliferatio
through diverse media forms.

NORTH AMERICA

CANADA
BADAWI, DR JAMAL
Dr Jamal Badawi is an Egyptian-Canadian Muslim preacher and a highly sought-after speake
Islam. He is a prolibc writer, interfaith advocate, and activist and has authored numerous bo
on Islam and founded the Islamic Information Foundation in Canada. Badawi is a member of t
executive council of the Figh Council of North America.

UNITED STATES
ZARABOZO, SHEIKH JAMAAL AL-DIN M. [NEW ]|
Sheikh Zarabozo is an American Salab scholar who preaches internationally and is a prolibc W
on Islamic education. Based in California, he teaches classes on Islam in person and virtually
the internet. Zarabozo is also the author of numerous books.
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WOMEN’S ISSUES

MiDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA

ALGERIA
KHEDDAR, CHERIFA

Cherifa Kheddar is the outspoken president and founder of the Djazairouna (Our Algerig)

Association, which provides support to victims of the Algerian Civil War. She is the recipient of
2009International Service Human Rights Award for the Defense of the Human Rights of Wome

BAHRAIN

AL ZAYANI, AFNAN [NEW]
Afnan al Zayani is the CEO of the multi-million dollar company Al Zayani Commercial Service
(AZCS). She is recognized internationally as one of the most powerful businesswomen of this
She is responsible for the passing of personal status laws in Bahrain that ensure the protecti
Muslim womenOs rights in divorce and custody proceedings, something she oversaw during
leadership of the Bahrain BusinesswomenOs Society (BBS). Subsequently al Zayani led the
East and North Africa BusinesswomenOs Network 20d @she received the Leadership in Public

Life Award from Vital Voices, a womenOs empowerment organization.

IRAN
EBADI, SHIRIN

Shirin Ebadi is a lawyer who, #003 became the Prst Iranian to win the Nobel Peace Prize. Sheli

the founder of ChildrenOs Rights Support Association and has defended and supported the r
of children and women. Ebadi lectures about the human rights situation in Iran and espousse
liberal view of Islam appreciated by many Muslim feminists.

RAHNAVARD, ZAHRA

he
n.

S
era.
bNn of
her
Middle

ghts
s a

Rahnavard is an author and staunch critic of Ahmadinejad. She broke convention by campaigning

on her husband Mir-Hossein MousavaD89presidential campaign, becoming the brst woman
to do so in Iran. She served as political advisor under President Khatami, and was the brst fe
chancellor of Alzahra University after the Islamic Revolution.

JORDAN
HUSSEINI, RANA [NEW]|

An award-winning, internationally acclaimed journalist, Rana Husseini is credited for catalyzir]:g

the legal reform against honour killings in Jordan. She is a senior reporter with The Jordan Ti
a human rights activist, and authorMtirder in the Name of Honowrhich exposes the practice
of honour killings and advocates awareness of crimes against women.

MOROCCO
MERNISSI, FATEMA

Mernissi is a Moroccan feminist writer and sociologist. She has done sociological research
UNESCO and the International Labour Organization as well as for the Moroccan authoritie
Mernissi is currently a lecturer at the Mohammed V University of Rabat and a research sch
at the universityOs Institute for Scientibc Research in the same city. MernissiOs work is sign
in academic circles in the beld of sociology and Middle Eastern Studies and is lauded by Mu
feminists.
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yassine, nadia
Nadia Yassine is the head of the womenQOs branch of the most powerful Islamist moveme

nt in

Morocco, Al Adl Wa Al lhssane (Justice and Charity). She has traveled to Europe, promoting

the mission of the movement to the Moroccan diaspora. She often serves as the movem
spokesperson.

PALESTINE
el fageeh, khouloud
H Fageeh is the brst female judge in Palestine and one of the brst female judges in the Is
world for ashariabased court. She graduated top of her class at Al Quds University and has
own private practice.

QATAR
al missned, her highness sheikha mozah bint nasser
Sheikha Mozabh is the wife of the ruler of Qatar, H.H. Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al Thani. She
public Pgure; advocating for womenOs and childrenOs rights. Sheikha Mozah was the driving
behind Education City and Al Jazeera Children Channel. She holds several political positi

including chair of the Qatar Foundation for Education, Science, and Community Development.

SAUDI ARABA
al faiz, norah abdallah
Norah al Faiz is the deputy minister for womenOs education, becoming the brst woman ev
serve in the Saudi Arabia Council of Ministers. She was formerly principal of a girlsO schoo
was director of the womenQOs section at the Institute of Public Administration in Riyadh.

UNITED ARABEMIRATES
al haddad, dr ahmed [new]
Dr Ahmed al Haddad is the grand mufti of Dubai and director of the Dubai Fatwa Administratio
with the Department of Islamic Affairs and Charitable Activities. In28&9 Dr al Haddad
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announced the start of a program designed to develop a cadre of fully-trained and certibed female

muftiswho will be able to isst@twasand be recognized as leading Islamic scholars alongside thg
male counterparts. This is considered to be the brst deliberate attempt at including women at
highest levels of Islamic scholarship in Dubai, and presents the possibility of a femaieuffrand
in the future.

YEMEN
ali, nujood [new]
Nujood Ali is the twelve-year-old author of the memoir OI am Nujood1®ged Divorced,0
published in English for the brst time 8010 The autobiographical account of her forced

ir
the

marriage to 80year-old man and subsequent rape and abuse is just one step in her personal pght

against the societal injustices associated with polygamy and child marriage. Her efforts to edu
the world have garnered global attention and catalyzed efforts to address instances of forced
marriage in other countries.

East Africa

SQMVALIA
osman, hibaaq
A Somali Muslim and womenOs rights activist, Hibaaq Osman is Special Representative to A
for V-DayNa movement against violence against women. She is the founder of Karama, a regi
movement working to end violence against women in the Arab World. She is also the found
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CEO of the Arab WomenOs Fund and founder of the Center for the Strategic Initiatives of Women

(CSIW).
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West Africa

MAURITANIA
el mokhtar, aminetou
Bl Mokhtar is a Nouakchott-based human rights lawyer and president of the LOAssociation
Femmes Chefs de Famille, which defends and supports women heads of households and
children. She is also chair of the African Democracy Forum, a network of organizations promot
democracy.

NIGER
mindaoudou, her excellency dodo aichatou

Mindaoudou is the Nigerien Minister of Foreign Affairs, Cooperation, and African Integrity.

She has served the government since thel®@@, and is the former secretary general for the
Network for Rural Law. She has written extensively about economic development and wom
issues. She is one of the most senior-level women politicians in West Africa.

Asia
AFGHANISTAN
barakzai, shukria [new]

Barakzai~is the editor of AfghanistanOs brst and only newspaper targeted atAiverteZan
(WomenOs Mirror). She is also a member of AfghanistanOs parliament.

quraishi, colonel shabga [new]
Quraishi is the Director o6ender, Human, and Child Rights in Afghanistan®s Ministry of the
Interior. She has focused on increasing womenQOs employment in the government and create
Afghan NationalGender Recruitment Strategy.

BANGLADEH
hossain, dr hameeda [new]
Dr Hossain has published many books and articles relating to human rights and womenQOs i
in Bangladesh, in Islam, and worldwide. She is a founding member of Ain o Salish Kendra, a |
aid and human rights organization.

INDONESA
alawiyaah, prof. dr tuti
Alawiyaah was the Indonesian Minister of WomenOs Empowerment in President SuhartoQ
cabinet. Alawiyaah is currently the dean of one of IndonesiaOs oldest and most prominent Isl
educational institutions, the As SyaPQOiyah University. She is a prolibc preacher and broader
reach through her regular television appearances on almost all Indonesian television channel

muhammad, husein[new]
Husein Muhammad is a commissioner of IndonesiaOs National Commission on Violence Aga
Women. He is one of the founders of Fahmina Institutd 989, an NGO that advocates womenOs
issues using an Islamic framework and reinterpretation of Islamic classical liteiefgirand
Pgh Muhammad led an anti-trafbcking media campaign, which included the distribution o]
22000 lealRets each week in mosques after Friday prayers, along with outreach to village hé
clinics. His scholarship highlights the Islamic perspective on victimsO rights, the rights of wo
and children, and the immorality of human trafbbcking, while emphasizing that victims should n
be criminalized and that communities have a responsibility to combat trafbcking.

zulminarni, nani  [new]
Zulminarni is the National Coordinator of PEKKA, the Program for Women-Headed Household

in Indonesia. The organization supports thousands of widows in rural communities throughouit

the country.
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WomenOssues

MALAYS A
anwar, zaynah

Anwar is the founder and former executive director of Sisters in Islam, an organization commit{ed
to gender issues and increasing respect for women. She is also a journalist who has contribued to
the New Straits Times and the Star, the countryOs two main newspapers, and has written af book
about Islam in Malaysia.

NEFAL

siddiqui, muhammadi [new]
Mohammadi Siddiqui is a pioneer female Muslim politician, a social worker, and a human rights
activist. She established the Fatima Foundati@®@8to ensure Muslim womenOs rights on two
related fronts: the personal daily struggle of women against discrimination, and the social and
legal practices that inBuence womenOs independence and access to basic rights. The four|dation
organizes Muslim womenOs groups and works with religious scholars and women leadels to
educate women and raise awareness of their rights in order to advocate for the practice of Oactual®
Islamic law and ensure social justice for women. The foundation also publishes books and|the
Quran in the local language; it also provides services to the victims of domestic violence.

PAKISTAN
zafar, roshaneh [new]
An economist by training, Roshaneh Zafar is a social entrepreneur and founder of the Kdshf
Foundation, the third-largest microbnance institution in Pakistan, which specializes in offering
Pnancial services to women and their families to facilitate their economic independence and self-
reliance. The Kashf Foundation has disbursed @@0@million and has a national network 52
branches.

PHILIPPINES
busran lao, yasmin [new]
Yasmin Busran Lao is a prominent womenOs activist and peace advocate who is currently rupning
as a senatorial candidate with the Liberal Party for the2@a@election. The US government
conferred the Ninoy Aquino Public Service Award on Busran Lao for her work in uplifting the plight
of the marginalized. She has co-founded various womenOs rights and development organizations.

rasul, santanina tillah  [new]
The most recent Filipina Muslim woman elected to the Philippine Senate, former Senator Santafina
Tillah Rasul is noted for her work toward gender equality, improved literacy, and Muslim affa|rs
in the Philippines. She has exercised her inBuence in the senate to open up the Philippine Military
Academy to women, among other initiatives aimed at womenOs rights.

RI LANKA
ismall, jezima [new]
The founder of the Muslim WomenOs Research and Action Forum (MWRAF), Jezima Ismail
has been an educator for over three decades. She serves on various international committees on
womenOs rights and is the recipient of various awards in recognition of her work.

Europe

AUSTRIA

dirie, waris

Dirie is a Somali-Austrian womenOs rights activist and former international supermodel. She [was

appointed UNFPAGoodwill Ambassador for the Elimination of Fem@emital Mutilation (FGM),

and founded several organizations, including the Waris Dirie Foundation, to raise awareness about
FGM. Dirie underwent BEM as a child and seeks to build awareness around the fact that Islgm

does not require the practice. She is the author of several bestselling books.
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UNITED KINGDOM
janmohamed, shelina zahra
Shelina Zahra Janmohamed is a British writer and commentator who gained web-based accl
for her blog Ospi2i. She has recently become increasingly inBuential in British media as an au
and commentator on the issues of religion and gender. Herllmakin a Headscé#udis been very
popular among Muslims and has also played a great role in demystifying Muslim life to a ng
Muslim audience by narrating a Muslim girlOs search for love.

North America

UNITED SRTES
al-hibri, dr azizah [new]
Chairperson of Karamah Muslim Women Lawyers for Human Rights, Dr al-Hibri Esq. lead
a dynamic organization dedicated to the empowerment of Muslim women by focusing on t
egalitarian message of gender-equity in the QurOan. Al-Hibri is also a professor of law at the
Williams School of Law, University of Richmond.

kavakei, prof. dr merve
Merve Kavakei is a lecturer on culture and international affai@eatge Washington University.
In 1999 she was barred from a position in the Turkish Parliament for refusing to remove h
hijab. She is an important symbolic bgure for the headscarf issue in Turkey and promotes Mug
womenOs rights at events all over the world, criticizing TurkeyOs anti-Islamic policies. Kavaksi i
aHabzatof the QurOan (one who has memorized the entire QurOan).

mogahed, dalia
Dalia Mogahed is the executive director and a senior analyst @llnp Center for Muslim
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Studies and director of the Muslim-West Facts Initiative. She was appointed by President Obama

to serve on the Advisory Council on Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships and is
brst hijab-wearing Muslim woman to hold a White House position. Mogahed has also held hi
positions in the US-Muslim Engagement Project and is co-author of the WbokSpeaks for
Islam? What a Billion Muslims Really Think.
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Middle East and North Africa

EGYPT
hosni, mostafa
Mostafa Hosni is a commerce student-turned televangelist who is increasingly inBuential for
innovative approach to preaching Islam on weekly programs with Saudi satellite channel, Iq

A proponent of moderate Islam, Hosni works at an international private school on character

development and cultivating a positive religious identity with Egyptian youth.

masoud, moez
Founder of Al Tareeq Al Sah (The Right Way) Institute, Moez Masoud is a leading activist
Islamic education and a popular preacher trained in the Islamic sciences recognized for his gl
inlBuence through media productions on television and on YouTube.

SAUDI ARABA

al shugairi, ahmad
Al Shugairi is a televangelist with a huge following around the world. He is at the forefront o

his
aa.

or
Dbal

a

religious revivalist movement that is affecting young people across the Middle East. In addition to

his work as a television host, al Shugairi is the founder of the youth-centric coffee shop, And
Cafe. With no formal Islamic training and an MBA, his popularity comes from repackaging
balanced understanding of Islam for his throngs of fans of all ages.

West Africa

GHANA
abass, mohammed
Mohammed Abass is the president and spokesperson Gh#ma Muslim Students Association
(GMSA) for theGreater Accra Regioshana has a substantial Muslim population and an active
and growing array of evangelist Christian churches, but has not been the victim of much interfg

tension. TheGMSA has been noted for its promotion of community activism and successfyl

attempts to engage with the demands of young Muslims, conducting social work and leaders
training for its members and constituents.

Asia
AFGHANISTAN
farid, andeisha [new]
A young emerging leader in Afghanistan, Andeisha Farid founded the Afghan Child Education &

Care Organization (AFCECO) at the age@®RAFCECO provides housing, education, health care
and vocational training through a network of orphanages around the country and in Pakistan.

INDONESA

amalee, irfan [new]
Irfan Amalee created the Peddeneration Program that trains peace agents, develops pea
education modules, and promotes books door-to-door. It has since grown into a community
over 10000 young people who have set up their own training and book-retail businesses frd
Aceh to Sulawesi. Amalee is also the youngest member of Mizan Publishers, where he estab
Pelangi Mizan, a Muslim childrenOs book publication. He was a recipient of the British Coun
2008International Young Creative Entrepreneur Award.
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PHILIPPINES
tomawis, samira gutoc [new]
The Mindanao coordinator of the Young Moro Professionals Network (YMPN), Samira Gutoc
is also convenor of the Philippine Council for Islam and Democracy. She is project manager of
Mindanao Youth Speak and is very well-connected with the media industry and advocates for her
causes on the web and through various organizations.

SINGAPORE
nassir, mohammed
Mohammed Nassir is director of SimplyIslam.sg, a Singapore-based virtual portal for ‘a new way
to learn’ Islam through courses with leading Islamic scholars. Nassir is credited for drawing the
attention of international Muslim leaders to the Muslim community of Singapore and for his
dedicated efforts in developing youth programs.

Europe

UNITED KINGDOM
mamdani, mohammed
Mohammed Mamdani is founderer and CEO of the Muslim Youth Helpline, a volunteer-based
confidential helpline for young Muslims based in London, England that provides a network of
community support and counseling services through a toll free phone line and interactive website.

Oceania

AUSTRALIA

houli, bachar
Bachar Houli, an up-and-coming athlete within the Australian Football League has become an
inspiration to young Muslims as a devout and practicing Muslim who successfully negotiates his
religious identity and commitment to the sport of Australian rules football. Houli regularly speaks

about his faith to mainstream media outlets and was a 2008nominee for the AFL Rising Star
Award.

North America

UNITED SRTES

perez, hamza[new]
Hamza Perez is a prominent American Muslim, whose story of conversion to Islam and
transformation from drug-dealer to Muslim community activist is the subject of a 2009
documentary, ‘New Muslim Cool. The film explores the challenges facing young American
Muslims in a post 9/1Iworld and has been widely-screened to international audiences.

webb, imam suhaib[new]
Imam Suhaib Webb is a student at Al Azhar University in Egypt and has subsequently come to
prominence as a young American preacher and activist from Oklahoma. He has a substantial
following of Muslim youth who visit his website and attend his lectures in throngs due to his
unique appeal and moderate approach to Islam.
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MiDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA

IRAQ
AL KHOEI, SAYYED JAWAD
Sayyed al Khoei is the secretary general of the London-based Al Khoei International Foundat
an international charity promoting the welfare of Shi®a communities throughout the world. H
spends his time between the United Kingdom and his native Iraq.

SAUDI ARABA
KREIDIE, DR SAMIR
Kreidie is managing director of the Rabya Trading & Agriculture Company. He is the found
of the Inma Foundation, which helps provide humanitarian support to impoverished people i
Lebanon. He is also a director at Development Foundation International, an organization whi
strives to increase American participation in Lebanese humanitarian efforts.

AL MADANI, HIS EXCELLENCY DR AHMAD MOHAMED ALI
Al Madani is the president of the Islamic Development Bank, which aims to provide short a
long-term solutions to poverty alleviation in the Muslim world. The Islamic Development Ban
is the principal bnancing institution of the Organization of the Islamic Conference. Previously,
Madani served as the deputy minister of education in Saudi Arabia, and as secretary general
Muslim World League.

AL SAUD, HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCE AL WALEED BIN TALAL BIN ABDUL AZIZ
Prince al Waleed bin Talal is an entrepreneur and investor who has built up a fortune through rj
estate and the stock market. In e2Mp9his net worth was close t@3billion. His philanthropic
clout comes from his position among the richest people in the world. Prince al Waleed contribu
$20 million to found the Center for Christian-Muslim UnderstandingGeorgetown University,
which remains one of the key institutions globally working on Christian-Muslim relations.

KUWAIT
AL KHARAFI, NASSER
Nasser al KharabNone of the richest people in the worldNis the president of Kharab & Sons,
of the largest Middle Eastern companies with an estimated capitabitifdh. He was awarded
the Lifetime Achievement Award by H.M. King Abdullah Il of Jord&0®6&for his philanthropic
efforts and contributions to relief agencies.

AsiA

INDIA
QASMI, MAULANA BADRUDDIN AJMAL [NEW]

Maulana Badruddin Ajmal is a prominent businessman in India who runs the Gpmap of
Companies, which sebigtar perfume, oils and textiles. He is a proponent and member of variou
social service organizations and is also a scholar of Islam, having studied at the Darul Ul
Deoband. Qasmi is also a politician who founded the Assam United Democratic Front politig
party. He is noted for his contributions to charitable hospitals, orphanages, and educatio
institutions including a womenOs science college.
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North America

UNITED SRATES
cheema, dr tarig h

Dr Cheema is the founder of the World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, a Chicago-based
organization seeking to promote effective and accountable giving. The organization is the prerier

community of Muslim philanthropists in the world, with a number of high-level stakeholders.

Cheema is a physician by profession and988he co-founded Doctors Worldwide, which
provides medical relief if8countries. He was formerly the associate director of the Islami

Medical Association of North America. In e204®r Cheema announced a new global awareness

T

initiative, OEmpowerment Through Enlightenmentd, aimed at achieving the UN Millenniiim

Development goal of promoting gender equality.
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MiDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA

IRAQ
ODHAIB, MADEEHA HASAN
Madeeha Hasan Odhaib is a member of the district council of Karada, in Baghdad, where
leads a community initiative to employ Iragi women as seamstressesNalleviating poverty in
war-torn region. She is also a dedicated humanitarian who works with the Red Cross and othe
agencies on local relief efforts.

LEBANON
AL SADR, RABAB
Rabab al Sadr is a social and human rights activist and a philanthropist. She is a dynamic thi
and is the president of the Imam al Sadr Foundation, one of the most successful humanita
organizations working in Lebanon. The foundationOs projects focus on training, development
poverty alleviation across Lebanon. She is the sister of Imam Musa al Sadr.

LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA
GADDAFI, HIS EXCELLENCY SAIF AL ISLAM MUAMMAR
Son of Libyan leader MuammaBaddab, Saif al Isla@addab is the president of the Libyan
National Association for Drugs and Narcotics Control and founder oGHarab International
Charity and Development Foundation, which addresses humanitarian and relief efforts in Lib
Saif al IslamGaddab is noted for his Olsratined® proposal for a one-state solution to the Isr
Palestinian conRict. He is likely to be the next leader of Libya.

PALESTINE
ABU AWWAD, KHALED [NEW]

Khaled Abu Awwad is th@eneral Manager of the Israeli-Palestinian Bereaved Families Forum

and Chairman of Al-Tariq (The Palestinian Institution for Development and Democracy).

ABU ELAISH, DR IZZELDIN
Dr Izzeldin Abu Elaish is a public health expert and Palestinian peace activist nominated for
2009 Nobel Peace Prize. He is an outspoken advocate of a lasting Israeli-Palestinian peace.

ABU SARAH, AZIZ [NEW]|
Aziz Abu Sarah is a Palestinian activist who is globally recognized for his work on peace
conRict resolution in the Israeli-Palestinian conRBict. He was formerly the director of Internation
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Relations for the Parents Circle - Families Forum, and co-hosted Radio All for Peace, a bilingual

radio show onoy.2 FM in Jerusalem untidoo8, when he relocated to the US where he is now
the Director of Middle East Projects@torge Mason UniversityOs Center for World Religions
Diplomacy, and ConRict Resolution. Sarah is also a lecturer and writes for major news out
about the Israeli-Palestinian confBict and peace movements.

QATAR

HER EXCELLENCY SHEIKHA AISHA BINT FALEH BIN NASSER AL THANI
Sheikha Aisha al Thani is the founder of the Doha Academy and board member of Reach Ou
Asia, Qatar. She is also a member of the Qatar Supreme Education Council, the highest educal
authority in Qatar. She is a modernist development thinker, who promotes a more pronounc
and well-judged engagement with people of faith. Sheikha AishaOs perspective resonates w
more concerted efforts by humanitarian organizations to look at the networks of people of faith
a solution to practical development problems.
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HER EXCELLENCY SHEIKHA MAYSSA BINT HAMAD AL THANI
Sheikha Mayssa is the chairperson of Reach Out To AsiaGéntNat is under the Qatar

Foundation, that contributes to the development of societies in Asia, including the Middle Egst,

with specibc emphasis on improving the quality of both primary and secondary education,

in

addition to achieving some of the goals of UNESCOOs Education For All (EFA) and the Urfited

Nations Millennium Development goals (ME3).

SAUDI ARABA
BIN LADEN, BAKR
Bakr bin Laden, half-brother of al Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden, is the chairman of the S
Binladin Group. The BinladinGroup is a sizeable multinational construction company with
operations in Saudi Arabia and ov&® countriesNmaking Bakr bin Laden an increasingly
inBuential power broker in Saudi business capital.

OBAID, THORAYA AHMED

audi

Obaid is the executive director of the United Nations Population Fund, the worldOs largest miilti-
lateral fund for population assistance. Obaid is the brst Saudi Arabian to head a UN agency|and

is also the chair of the principle inter-agency organization for coordinating management matt
within the UN. She has underlined religion and culture as important aspects for the agen
development work.

SUDAN
IBRAHIM, DR MOHAMED ‘MO’
Mohamed IbrahimNmore commonly known as Mo IbrahimNis a Sudanese-born entrepreneur

brs
yOs

currently based in the UK. He became successful as a businessman in the telecommunicdtions

industry, founding one of AfricaOs biggest cellular phone companies, Celtel. He has recently
to prominence for his idea of a Prize for Achievement in African LeadershipNwhich awards t
recipient a $ million initial payment, plus 300000 a year for life. The Prize was conceived as
a way to curb corruption by African leaders, who often resort to corruption to obtain Pnanci

Come
ne

2l

security when they leave ofbce, and to promote good governance. The prize is believed to He the

worldOs largest, surpassing tt&nillion Nobel Peace Prize.

UNITED ARABEMIRATES
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCESS HAYA BINT AL HUSSEIN
HRH Princess Haya bint al Hussein of Jordan is married to H.H. Amir Sheikh Mohammed 4
Rashid al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the United Arab Emirates and the ru
of Dubai. Princess Haya is recognized for her efforts in developing initiatives in humanitarianis

in
ler
m,

sports, health, science, culture and business, as well as advancing the Millennium Development

Goals toward the alleviation of hunger and poverty.

AL ABBAR, MOHAMMED BIN ALI
Al Abbar is a member of the Executive Board ofatnernment of Dubai and the director of the
Department of Economic Development. Under his leadership Dubai has been one of the fast
growing economies in the world. He has been successful in increasing the Pnancial regula
requiring transparency; making Dubai a more attractive place to invest and do business in.
is one of the main assistants of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid al Maktoum,
President and Prime Minister of the United Arab Emirates, and ruler of Dubai.

YEMEN
BAOBAID, MOHAMMAD
Baobaid is a Muslim activist working on domestic violence at the University of SanaOa. He advo
for men to combat domestic violence and be part of the solution to the mistreatment of women
Yemen. Baobaid is also a project coordinator of the Muslim Family Safety Project, an initiative
help victims of violence in the Muslim community in Ontario.
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Southern Africa

SOUTH AFRICA

patel, ebrahim
Patel is the current minister for economic development of South Africa and a former spokesper
for COSATU (the umbrella organization for South African trade unions). He is important becau
South AfricaOs booming economy is paradoxically leaving behind much of the population;
is because of both the HIV/AIDS situation and also the fact that South Africa has one of

on
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highest unemployment rates in the world due to mass migration caused by the unstable situajion

in Zimbabwe.

sooliman, dr imtiaz ismail
Sooliman is the founder of th&ift of the Givers Foundation. It is the largest disaster relief
organization of African origin on the African continent. His organization has deliveredspver $

million in §id to2s5 countries around the world. The organization has also designed and developed
the worldOs brst and largest containerized mobile hospital, which has been deployed in BosHia. It

also rung4 development projects in South Africa and Malawi.

Middle Africa

ANGOLA
drame, famar
Drame is founder and vice president of the Associacao Islamica de Desenvolvimento de An
It is the Prst and the only Islamic organization in a countrys @hillion people and the only

jola.

Islamic organization recognized and authorized by the government of the Republic of Angolg. It
is charged with the responsibility to build a mosque with a school attached to it to teach Islafic

knowledge, Arabic and Portuguese.

East Africa

BURUNDI
nkunduwiga, haruna
Nkunduwiga is the secretary general of the Muslim Community of Burundi. He has been worki
recently to battle the HIV/AIDS pandemic in Burundi with other faith leaders to raise awarene
asking people to Ostay cleand. HIV/AIDS is a serious problem in Burundi, affectingclose
percent of the urban population and neandgercent of the rural population.

KENYA
khalifa, sheikh mohammed
Khalifa is the organizing secretary of the Council of Imams and Preachers of Kenya, he is als
head of the as yet unregistered Islamic Party of Kenya. Relations between the Muslim populatig
Kenya and the broader society, especially the government, have frayed recently with the instg
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of the demonizing of Muslims as terrorists. There is widespread displeasure among the coastal

Muslim population with the national government.

MALAWI
chabulika, sheikh dinala

Chabulika is the Islamic Information Bureau®s national coordinator. He is known as an Islamic

rights activist and has taken it upon himself to present the need to address social issues as rel
duties. Chabulika works on health issues, exploitation, and has built bridges with non-Muslims
Malawi. He has also fought against the forced teaching of religious texts to school children.
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MOZAMBIQUE
CHEBA, SHEIKH MUHAMADE ABOULAI
Cheba is the provincial director of 13%egistered madrasahs (Islamic schools), where pupils start
learning about HIV/AIDS as early as six years of age. He raises awareness that the disease is not a
divine punishment, and sees mosques as the perfect place for the dissemination of such knowledge.
HIV/AIDS affects roughly 15ercent of the adult population of Mozambique.

SCMALIA

ELMI, ASHA HAJI
Asha Haji Elmi is a peace activist in Somalia who in 2008 won the Right Livelihood Award
(known as the alternative Nobel Prize). She is an activist for women’s rights and formed the Six
Clan movement when women were excluded from the peace process in Somalia that involved
the five traditional clans. Elmi is also the founder of Save Somali Women and Children (SSWC)
and campaigns internationally against female genital mutilation in Somalia and in other areas of
Africa.

WEST AFRICA

BURKINA FASD
ABOUBAKARY, MAIGA
Aboubakary is the secretary general of the Burkina Faso Islamic Organization for Population and
Development. His organization promotes family-planning in mosques around the country. The
tremendous growth rate in Burkina Faso has put great strain on the economy there, and threatens
to sharpen the already serious problem of poverty.

COTED®VOIRE (VORY COAST)
ABDOULAZIZ, SHEIKH SARBA
Abdoulaziz is the leader of the Association Soulatine Pour Les Actions De Bienfaisance. He works
in Cote d’Ivoire and Burkina Faso on the development of the Muslim community, and the fair
treatment of Muslims. He has been active at major international conferences trying to deal with
the problem of Islamophobia.

NIGERIA
ASHAFA, IMAM MUHAMMAD
Ashafa is the co-director of the Muslim-Christian Interfaith Mediation Centre in the city of
Kaduna, Northern Nigeria—leading task forces to resolve conflicts across the country. He works
with Christian Pastor James Wuye to promote peace between religions. Both were injured and
affected by inter-religious violence. Pastor Wuye and Imam Ashafa have gained a wide audience
and mass interest in their particular story through speaking on the issue around the world.

AsiA

AFGHANISTAN
SARABI, HER EXCELLENCY DR HABIBA
Habiba Sarabi became the first female governor in Afghanistan in 2005 She is a hematologist by
profession and encourages environmental reform. In 2008 she was honoured by Time Magazine
for her help in establishing Afghanistan’s first national park, Band-e Amir.

AZERBAIIAN
BAYRAMOV, VUGAR [NEW ]|
Vugar Bayramov is a leading economist and in 2009 was nominated for Person of the Year,
according to a public survey by local media network, Media FM. He is the chairman of a top
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economic think tank in Azerbaijan, the Center for Economic and Social Development. He is &
an instructor of economics and Pnance at Azerbaijan State Economic University. His public po
research has been utilized by the government to address anti-crisis programs for developmen
his papers and books are availablssitanguages across the globe.

BANGLADESH
ABED, FAZLE HASAN [NEW |
Abed is the founder and chairperson of BRAC, one of the worldOs largest non-governn
development organizations. This organization is known internationally for its focus on pover
eradication and relief.

YUNUS, MOHAMMAD
Mohammad Yunus is the founder of tBeameen Bank. He developed the concept of microcredit
for which he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize @ The bank ishariabased but nosharia
compliant; it is pro-poor but takes interest. His efforts to create economic and social developm
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and to help the impoverished escape poverty by providing loans on terms suitable to them and

by teaching them a few sound Pnancial principles have been recognized by many internati
organizations including the King Hussein Foundation, Jordan and UNESCO.

MALAYSIA
KADER, MOHIDEEN ABDUL
Kader is vice president of the ConsumersO Association of Penang, which works to secure the
of every person to basic needs, a clean and safe environment, and the development of indigg
culture and knowledge. He is also a board member of Citizens Internation&@Camwdtking on
international political issues.

PAKISTAN
CHAUDRY, CHIEF JUSTICE IFTIKHAR M
Chaudry is the current chief justice of Pakistan. He was the former president of the Supreme C
Bar Association of Pakistan, and a key leader of the Lawyers® Movement. The movement s
when Chaudry was suspended by Presi@Gamteral Musharraf in Marchooy, for refusing to
resign from his position.

EDHI, ABDUL SATTAR
Abdul Sattar Edhi is the founder of the Edhi Foundation; the largest and most organized so
welfare system in Pakistan. For oyelyears, Edhi has devoted his time and resources to hel
the less fortunate by providing a range of services includigdh@ur emergency service across
the country througtsoo OEdhi centersO, which provide free burial of unclaimed dead bodies.
also funds free hospitals and dispensaries, rehabilitation for drug addicts, shelter for the desti
orphans and handicapped persons, and national and international relief efforts.

PHILIPPINES
ABUBAKAR, ISMAEL
Abubakar is the former speaker of the Autonomous Region in Muslim MindanaoOs regio
legislative assembly. He is now concentrating on business and interfaith dialogue, convening
Philippine Council for Islam and Democracy. He is from the predominantly Muslim Sama tribg
which garners him a signibcant amount of respect in dealing with the Muslim militants.

RASUL-BERNARDO, AMINA
Rasul-Bernando is a distinguished peace and human rights advocate in Asia. She is the dir
of the Philippine Council on Islam and Democracy (PCID). She is the recipient of the Musli
Democrat of the Year Award from the Center for the Study of Islam and Democracy for her lo
term advocacy for democracy and peace in the Muslim Mindanao region. Rasul-Bernando is
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a founding member of a microbnancing organization aimed at Muslim and indigenous women
the Muslim Professional and Business WomenOs Association of the Philippines. As a four
member of the Magbassa Kita Foundation, she was responsible for r2isiiigo® to fund the
foundation®s program for literacy in the Muslim and indigenous communities.

THAILAND
SABUR, M ABDUS

Sabur is the secretary general and co-founder of the Asian Resource Foundation and the A
Muslim Action Network. He is also co-director of the School of Peace Studies and Conlf
Transformation in Bangkok. In the nineties Sabur served as coordinator of the Asian Cultu
Forum on Development (ACFOD). He has edited a number of publications on peace al
dialogue in Southeast Asia including Understanding Human Rights: Perspectives from So
Asia, Interfaith Conference on the Culture of Pe@&t®halization and Asian Perspectives for an
Alternative Development and Towards Peace in Multi-Ethnic Asia.

EUROPE

BELARUS
KANAPATSKY, IBRAGIM
Kanapatsky is the deputy chairman of the Islamic Association of Belarus. The Islamic Associg
is currently developing the infrastructure for Muslim communities in Belarus, building a mosqu
in Minsk, as well as renovating the ancient mosque in Smilovichi and the Muslim cemeteries
exist throughout the country.

BONIA
MAHMUTCEHA]JIC, HIS EXCELLENCY PROF. DR RUSMIR
Mahmutcehajic is the president of the International Forum Bosnia, and a former vice presid
of Bosnia-Herzegovina. He has been incredibly important in efforts to heal the ethnic, religid
and social divisions that happened as a result of the Bosnian War in ti®98idHis projects
are some of the most successful at producing real healing between communities. He works i
hometown of Stolac, which is one of the most deeply divided towns in Bosnia.

BULGARIA
HADZHI, HIS EMINENCE MUSTAFA ALISH
Hadzhi is BulgariaOs chief mufti. Bulgaria has recently been referred to as Olstanbulgariad be
the importance of Turkish-Bulgarian relations. Hadzhi is important as the leader of the Musli
community in a predominantly Christian state with a large inBux of Muslims. BulgariaDs mu
Mustafa Alish Hadzhi, has recently been in the news because of a decision to prevent the bui
of a new mosque; he is taking the case to the EU.

FINLAND
ISMAIL, ATIK
Ismail is a famous former professional footballer and a Tatar community leader in the city
Kuopio, Finland. He regularly speaks on television to explain the indigenous brand of Islam
his Tatar community, and debate exponents of more radical interpretations of Islam. He is w
received by the Finnish public who can identify with him.

ITALY
QADDORAH, JAMAL [NEW]
Qaddorah is a representative of ItalyOs largest trade uBibnC2010he helped to organize the
OA Day Without UsO immigrant rally across Italy. The strike drew w2{l@@participants and

helped to highlight the important role that immigrants play in the Italian economy. A signibcant

portion of immigrants come to Italy from countries such as Nigeria, Morocco, and Banglad¢
and make up abow& percent of the labour force there.
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UNITED KINGDOM
azmi, dr wagar
Dr Wagar Azmi OBE founded the British Federation of Racial Equality Councils and is the forni

er

chief diversity adviser at the Cabinet Ofpce and is currently an EU Ambassador of Intercultyral

Dialogue. In2001he became the youngest person from an ethnic minority to have a seni
executive role in the private sector, as chairman of Waterhouse Con&utiing In 2002Azmi
received an OBE, Ofpcer of the Order of the British Empire, for his work.

al banna, dr hany
Al Banna is the co-founder and president of Islamic Relief, the largest Western-based internati
Muslim relief and development®D. Established if983the organization provides assistance in
over30countries worldwide. Queen Elizabeth honoured al BannaOs work, giving him an OBE
his services to the community.

boga, nizar [new]
Nizar Boga is one of the trustees and directors of The Foundation Training Company, wh
offers prison-based resettlement programs and other community services. He is a Justice o
Peace, member of the Magistrates Association, a fellow of the Royal Society of Public Health g
distinguished for his work with various Muslim charity organizations and social service progran
He also serves as an imam at Broadmoor Hospital and Pentonville Prison.

Oceania

AUSTRALIA
el masri, hazem
Hazem el Masri is a former professional rugby league footballer for the Bulldogs club. A dey
Muslim, Masri is a respected bgure in his community for his social work with young people.

Central America

MEXICO
weston, omar
Weston is a British convert and the head of the Islamic Mexican Cultural Center. He is a found
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member of Organizacion Islamica Para America Latina y el Caribe, the Caribbean Muslim Foryim,

and Campa—ia Libertad Religiosa y Derechos de Expression, an active group that focuse
religious tolerance and freedom of religious practices. Weston is the director of Dar as Sg
Centre Mexico, Centro Cultural Islamico de Mexico, and Viva Halal which assesses and cert
Mexican companies.

South America

GUYANA
khan, faizul
Faizul Khan has been credited with founding an Islamic sch@alyana at the age @¥and has
played a strategic role in developing Muslim institutions both locally and abroadNparticularly i
the US, where he is chapter member of the Islamic Society of North America.

North America

CANADA
alshareef, muhammad [new]
Muhammad Alshareef is the founder of Al Maghrib Institute, an innovative Islamic education
institution that offers university-level instruction of Islamic studies through seminars and retrea
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Alshareef is also the founder of DiscoverU project, an online community that offers resources
life coaches for those navigating bPnancial, marital or emotional obstacles in life. He is a hig
sought after teacher and public speaker.

doueiri, dany
Doueiri is the Arabic language program coordinator at California State University San Bernard
and co-founder of Islamicity, one of the worldOs most popular websites on Islam. He is
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president of Human Assistance & Development International, which aims to promote educational

development and relief efforts.

UNITED SRATES
abdul-rashid, imam talib
Imam Abdul-Rashid is the leader of the Mosque of Islamic Brotherhood (MIB) in Harlem, Ne
York. He is a counselor and advocate for Muslims living with HIV/AIDS and has worked wi
interfaith organizations and in many prisons as a Muslim chaplain. Abdul-Rashid also has his g
monthly radio show.

abdur-rauf, feisal
Imam Feisal Abdur-Rauf is the founder of the American Society for Muslim Advancement (ASM
a non-probt Islamic organization dedicated to building bridges between American Muslims a
the broader public through educational and leadership initiatives such as the OMuslim Leadée
Tomorrow.O He is also imam of New YorkOs Masjid Al Farah and author of WhatOs Right with
A New Vision for Muslims and the West. He has been an associate professor of Islamic stud
St. JosephOs College in Brooklyn since g9y

butt, suhail [new]
An architect and interior designer by profession, Suhail Butt has catalyzed educational developr
in Pakistan through volunteer work in Kashmir, and by subsequently founding Actualciag
a Chicago-based non-probt grassroots organization which raises funds for the creation
sustainable educational system for children in impoverished areas of PaRistiaraises funds
through the sales of his photography and artwork in addition to fundraising events in the Unit
States.

clay, mohammad ali
Muhammad Ali is a legendary three-time world heavyweight boxing champion who was crow
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Sportsman of the Century ii99%y OSports lllustrated®. He was an extremely important bglire

in the civil rights movement in the United States, who used his talent and his wit to draw pul]
awareness to the inequality in American society. He has remained a bgure of great inRug
commentating on injustices where he sees them. Now, in retirement, he travels throughout
world promoting social justice issues.

idriss, shamil
Shamil Idriss is the CEO of Soliya, a non-probt organization which uses the latest technolog
build connections between young people and communities across the globe. He was form
appointed deputy director of the Alliance of Civilizations by UN Secr&@angral Kob Annan
and then took charge as executive director of the Alliance of Civilizations Media Fund, wh
merged with Soliya i2009 Prior to this he was director of the Search for Comi@Goound
Organization where he facilitated the brst public visit of Americans to IranlSinge

khan, mansur
Mansur is co-founder and Advisory Board member of the University Muslim Medical Associati
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of Los Angeles; a full-time medical clinic which serves the cityOs poorest residents, ang has

succeeded and grown despite the failure of many other similar charitable clinics.
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latif, imam khalid

Imam Khalid Latif is the chaplain and director of the Islamic center at New York University and the

Muslim chaplain for the New York Police Department. He posts podcasts of his Friday sermgns,

which are regularly downloaded #0-50 countries around the world, and works with many
organizations within New York on interfaith relations.
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY
MEDICINE, LAW

Middle East and North Africa

EGYPT
el naggar, zaghloul
E Naggar is an important Egyptian geologist and scholar who writes and speaks on science
the QurOan. He is a fellow of the Islamic Academy of Sciences, and is well-respected by the
scientibc community for his work on geology. He has published cl@8®€ swademic scholarly
articles and scientipc studies. He also works for the Arab Development Institute.

IRAN
ansari, anousheh [new]
Anousheh Ansari is a prominent Iranian businesswoman who is chairman, CEO, and co-founde
Prodea Systems, a private US-based company which offers technological solutions for busing
She also co-sponsored the OAnsari X PrizeQ with other members of the Ansari family which ay
$10million to the Prst NBO that launched a reusable manned spacecra?f)(4 However she
garners most of her inBuence for being the prst privately-funded woman, and the Prst Irani
to explore space B006 She was lauded for leading a new era that Pnancially advances scien
development while extending participation in space exploration to women and Ospace tourists

salehi, dr ali akbar [new]
Dr Ali Akbar Salehi was appointed as head of the Atomic Energy Organization in Irar2009uly
after the resignation déholam Reza Aghazadeh. Salehi is an academic and politician who h
been involved in developing IranOs nuclear energy program since prior to the Islamic revolu
in 1979He transitioned to leading the Atomic Energy Organization after serving as a perman
representative of Iran with the International Atomic Energy Agency.

Asia
INDIA
kalam, his excellency dr a p j abdul

An engineer by profession, Dr A P J Abdul Kalam is a former president of India. Befg
becoming president, Kalam was the ScientiPc Adviser to the Defense Minister and Secreta
IndiaOs Defense Research and Development Organization98@m0 1999 during which he
led the weaponization of strategic missile systems and nuclear testing in collaboration with
Department of Atomic Energy. This moved India from being a state with nuclear technology
a state with nuclear weapons. Kalam is also authodiaf 2020which presents his vision of an
Indian superpower by the ye2020

INDONESA
mumpuni, tri [new]
Tri Mumpuni has spenfldyears on improving rural communities in Indonesia through rural
electribcation initiatives based on developments with micro-hydro electric power plants. She 3
her husband have promoted a system that combines heat and power as a basis for more sustaj
sources of electricity. Her inBuential work, which offers economic incentives for implementatic
of the micro-hydro system has been applied5villages across Indonesia and an additional
village in the Philippines.
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Science, Technology, Medicine, Law

PAKISTAN
KHAN, DR ABDUL QADEER [2009:46]
Dr Abdul Qadeer Khan, deemed the father of the Islamic Bomb), is the scientist who brought
nuclear technology and nuclear weapons technology in the 1970 to Pakistan which was the first—
and remains the only—Muslim country to have nuclear weapons. This has has made him a figure
of great international interest. He has continued to use his financial success and stature to improve
the quality of education in Pakistan through building educational institutions for metallurgical
engineering. Khan also may have had more far-reaching political influence through his alleged
attempts to sell nuclear technology to Libya, Iran, and North Korea.

RAHMAN, ATTA-UR
Atta-Ur Rahman is the coordinator general of the OIC’s COMSTECH—the Standing Committee
on Scientific and Technological Cooperation for the promotion and cooperation of science and
technology activities among the OIC member states. Rahman is also former Pakistani Federal
Minister for Science and Technology, chairman of the Higher Education Commission and
president of the Pakistan Academy of Sciences. In 199%e became the first Muslim scientist to win
the UNESCO Science Prize.

RI LANKA
MARSOOF, JUSTICE SALEEM [NEW]|
Justice Marsoof is a judge of the Supreme Court of Sri Lanka and former president of the Court of
Appeals. He is an award-winning lecturer on law and development of legal studies and a prolific
author with special interest in law reform in Sri Lanka.

MALAYSA

SHUKOR, DR SHEIKH MUSZAPHAR [NEW |
Dr Shukor, an orthopedic surgeon by profession, became the first Malaysian in space when he was
selected as one of two astronauts to be trained at Star City in Russia and subsequently selected to
be the astronaut to further Malaysia’s Angkasawaprogram, which sent him to the International
Space Station in 2007 He successfully conducted scientific experiments while in space. His launch
also prompted the Malaysian National Fatwa Council to issue specific rulings regarding observance
of religious obligations (praying and fasting) while in space. In 2010Shukor was appointed as
one of the ambassadors of Malaysia’s nationwide reading campaign to encourage literacy among
children.

THAILAND
DAHLAN, PROF. DR WINAI [NEW|
Prof. Dr Winai Dahlan is the director of the Halal Science Center (HASCI) in Thailand, named
the Best Innovation in the Halal Industry by Malaysia’s Halal Journal. HASCI promotes halal
manufacturing and service through exhibitions and regional cooperation with Halal Centres in
Indonesia and Malaysia. Dr Winai Dahlan is involved in scientific training and has written more
than 30original research articles published internationally and locally. He has also produced more
than 2000scientific and nutritional articles; writing weekly in 3magazines since 1989

EUROPE

FINLAND
EL FATATRY, MOHAMED

Mohamed el Fatatry, a Finland-based Egyptian entrepreneur, is chairman and CEO of a social

networking website for Muslims, Muxlim.com. The online community, created in 2005has been

recognized as a growing private venture, empowering users with a Muslim-friendly environment

for cross-cultural communication. Muxlim.com is also the recipient of Finland’s 2010yearly

Internationalization Award. The website boasts over 10million visitors per month from over 190
countries.
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, MEDICINE, Law

FRANCE
guiderdoni, dr bruno abd al hagq [new]
Dr Guiderdoni is an expert on Islam in France, and professionally serves as the director of

the

Observatory of Lyon. He has written extensively on galaxy formation and evolution, Islanpic

theology and mysticism.

UNITED KINGDOM
al hassani, dr salim [new]

Dr Salim al Hassani is a former professor of Mechanical Engineering at the University of Manchg
Institute of Science and Technology, and the celebrated auth@tidhventions: Muslim Heritage

in Our WorldNa best-selling account of scientibc and technological developments in Islam
history. Dr al Hassani also serves as the chairman and founder of the Foundation for Scig
Technology and Civilisation which partners with the Abdul Latif Jameel Foundation, a Britis
charity, to showcase thed InventionsGlobal Touring Exhibitiond across the UK, the United
States, and Turkey i1o.

khalid, fazlun
Fazlun Khalid is the founder and director of the Birmingham-based Islamic Foundation fqg
Ecology and Environmental Sciences. Khaled is an expert on Islamic environmentalism, and
written extensively on religion and conservationiadgs he facilitated a conference where all
major faiths pledged to cooperate on environmental issues.

qureshi, prof. khawar
Khawar Qureshi QC is one of the world®s leading experts on public international law. He is|
youngest advocate ever to have appeared before the International Court of Justigdan
BosniaOs genocide case against Yugoslavia. As a QC, a barrister appointed as counsel to thg
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Crown, Qureshi was one of four specially selected counselors to appear in hearings conceining

alleged international terrorists. He was a legal adviser to the Bosnian government during
Dayton Peace Talks and remains the vice chairman of the International Committee of the
Council of England and Wales.

North America

CANADA
kutty, faisal [new]
A leading Canadian lawyer, Faisal Kutty is outspoken on issues of human rights, Islamic thou
and anti-terror legislation. He is a founding member of the Canadian Muslim Civil Libertie
Association and has written numerous academic articles, papers, reviews and essays on
ranging from national security to religion and law.

0z, dr mehmet
Mehmet Oz is a cardiothoracic surgeon who became increasingly inuential as a frequent ¢
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numerous organizations and charities, and has co-authored books on health and wellness
come up to approximately nine million in print. Oz is featured on Oprah WinfreyOs satellite ra
channel and currently hosts his own talk show called ODr 0z0 with ar 3vmitige viewers
daily. He is a regular contributor to Esquire and Time magazine

on the Oprah Winfrey Show. He is professor of Cardiac Surgery at Columbia University, ISVFS

gazi, dr mahmood ahmad [new]
Dr Qazi is a renaissance man of sorts, having founded the Chicago-based Kazi Publicationg
the Water-Hydrogen Energy Enterprises Limited (WHEEL, LLC). He has authored various Islar
books, is a successful chemical engineer, in addition to being imam to various communit
in Pennsylvania, including the state correctional institutions. He is currently developing gre
hydrogen-fuel energy solutions.
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ZEWAIL, DR AHMED
Dr Ahmed Zewail is a Linus Pauling Professor at the California Institute of Technology who won
the 1999Nobel Prize in Chemistry for his research in femtochemistry. He has recently accepted
President ObamaOs invitation to serve on the Presidential Council of Advisors on Science and
Technology. In JanuaB010Dr Zewail was appointed one of the brst US science envoys to Isla
The group of scholars visited Muslim countries from North Africa to Southeast Asia to bnd
opportunities to develop the pelds of science and technology in the Muslim world.
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ARTS AND CULTURE

Middle East and North Africa

ALGERIA
buhairi, muhammad ahmad
Muhammad Buhairi is a prominent calligrapher distinguished in the Middle East, and globally, for
his skills. He studied at the Mimar Sinan University of Fine Arts in Turkey, where he received his
ijaza (certification) in khat (script). He has been working at the Institute of Traditional Islamic Art
& Architecture in Amman, Jordan.

EGYPT
abo auf, dr ezzat
Abo Auf is president of the Cairo International Film Festival. A successful actor and co-host of the
highly popular on-air talk show ‘Cairo Today’ Abo Auf is also an accomplished musician, having
played with some of today’s most celebrated Egyptian musicians.

al aswany, alaa [new]
Alaa Al Aswany is considered Egypt’s biggest best-selling novelist and a powerful intellectual
in current political reform movements in Egypt. A dentist by profession, Al Aswany came to
prominence for his 2002novel, ‘Imarat Ya‘qubian (The Yacoubian Building) which has since been
translated into over 23different languages. His second best-selling novel, ‘Chicago’ was published
in 2007 Al Aswany is a prolific writer, with his opinions on social issues and politics featured in
leading Egyptian media outlets.

IRAN
nazeri, shahram
Shahram Nazeri is a world famous icon of classical Persian, folkloric Kurdish and Sufi music.
Hailed as ‘Iran’s Pavarotti’ by the Christian Science Monitor, Nazeri has released over 40recordings
to date and has performed in major venues worldwide.

JCORDAN
al baghdadi, abbas shakir al fattal
Abbas Shakir al Fattal al Baghdadi is one of the world’s foremost exponents of Islamic calligraphy.
He was born in 1951n Baghdad and has had a distinguished career as a calligrapher and teacher
of calligraphy. He adheres strictly to the rules of classical calligraphy and is adverse to ‘modern
calligraphy’, especially when its practitioners do not master the art in its traditional form. He is
well-known for the balance, clarity and readability of his works.

al meheid, minwer
Minwer al Meheid is director of the College of Traditional Arts and Sciences at Balqa University
in Amman, Jordan, which trains students in traditional arts. The College’s influence is starting to
show as wealthy Muslims and others from countries beyond Jordan have commissioned work from
its craftsmen. Al Meheid has been prominent for leading the recreation of the famous Minbar of
Salahuddin from old photographs and actual remains. In 201the was appointed as the director of
the Royal Aal al Bayt Institute for Islamic Thought.

LEBANON
assaf, roger
Roger Assaf is a convert to Shi’ism. He is a prominent Lebanese director, actor and playwright.
With his actress wife Hanane Hajj-Alj, he co-founded Al Hakawati (Storyteller) Theatre Company
and the Shams Cultural Cooperative for Youth in Theatre and Culture, an organization providing
underprivileged individuals with a forum for self-expression through drama.
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QATAR
husain, magbool bda (m.f.) [new]
Magbool Fida Husain is an eminent master painter who recently gave up his Indian citizenship
to a public outcry against his paintings which depict nude deities. He has been granted citizen
in Qatar where his artwork is on display at the Islamic museum in Doha, and where his latest w
will be the focus of an exhibit themed OForm Follows FunctionNa tribute to the power of m
versus machine.®

SYRIA
taha, uthman [new]
Uthman Taha is an internationally acclaimed Arabic calligrapher. After training with the world
top calligraphers, Taha began working on producing copies of the Qur@arsharfswith the
King Fahd Complex for the Printing of the Holy QurOan. Of the copies he has workedow, over,
million have been distributed and are continually sought by students of the QurOan and Mus
across the globe.

Southern Africa

SOUTH AFRICA
amla, hashim
Amla is a South African cricketer.do04 he became the prst South African team player of Indian
descent. As a devout Muslim, he has actively campaigned to remove all alcohol-promoting Ig
from merchandise and playing gear.

bhika, zain
Zain Bhika is a South African singer-songwriter and pioneer performestieedongs. He is
known for his collaborative efforts with other prominent Muslim entertainers including Yusu
Islam and Dawud Wharnshy Ali. Bhika also writes and directs plays written specibcally for sch

West Africa

MALI
keita, salif

Known as the Ogolden voice of Africad, Salif Keita is an Afro-pop singer-songwriter from Mal.

West African music is combined with inBuences from Europe and the Ameriagg; Keita
received a National Order Award fraBuianese President SZkou TourZ. His music is very popula
in the Francophone world, and more broadly in Europe. KeitaOs latest ladbDiffZrencevas
awarded Best World Musie1o by the Victoires de la Musique.

SENEGAL
nOdour, youssou
Youssou NOdour is a world famous Senegalese composer, singer, percussionist an@doN{CEF
will Ambassador. Inoos, NODour receivedzaammy Award for Best Contemporary World Music
Album for OEgyptO. As a cultural icon in Senegal, he is actively involved in social and political
and is building his own television and radio stations to promote social issues and give Seneg
people better access to home grown arts. His latest campaigreavgssang release of OWake
Up (1tDs Africa Calling)® which called for open source health applications to be brought to Aff

Asia
AZERBAIJAN

gasimov, alim
Alim Qasimov is an Azerbaijani musician and one of the most recognized singers of Islamic-
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music in the world. IM.999he was awarded the prestigious International IMC-UNESCO Musiq
Prize. Qasimov has recorded nine albums, and performed in many concerts around the world

CHINA
chengzhi, zhang
Zhang Chengzhi is considered by many to be the most inBuential contemporary Muslim writer
China. His historical narrative History of the Soul, about the rise of the Jahriyya Sub Tarigah
Chinas northwest, was the second-most popular book in CHi884n

noor deen, haji (mi guang jiang)
Haji Noor Deen is a globally recognized Chinese master and lecturer in Arabic calligre@®iy. In
he became the brst Chinese Muslim to be awarded the Egyptian Certibcate of Arabic Calligr
and to be admitted as a member of the Association of Egyptian Calligraphy. He currently lecty
on Arabic calligraphy at the Islamic College in Zhen Zhou, China and the Zaytuna Institute
California.

yue, ma
Ma Yue is a Chinese martial artist and national champion of Wushu. His Muslim Hui familyj
association with marital arts goes back six generations. Yue is a two-time gold medalist in
National Chinese Traditional Wu Shu Championships and a graduate of the Wushu University
China. His current focus is on promoting the practice of Tai Ji.

INDIA
khan, shahrukh
Named by Newsweek as one of Hemost powerful people i2008 Shahrukh Khan is the
preeminent Indian Bollywood star, PIm producer and television host. Khan is the founder a
owner of two production companies, Dreamz Unlimited and Red Chillies Entertainment. H
campaigns for better relations between India®s Muslim and Hindu communiti2e1Btisovie
OMy Name is KhanO was internationally acclaimed for its pertinent commentary on the relation
between Islam and the West af&tr1

rahman, allah rakha (a.r.)
Rahman is a prolibc composer, record producer, and musician for the Indian PIm industry. He
the Prst Indian to receiveGoldenGlobe Award and two Academy Awards for his soundtrack of
Oslumdog Millionaire®. For that soundtrack he also receiv@rthtnmy awards. He was named
CNN-IBN Indian of the Year fa2009 In 2004 Rahman was appointed t&obal Ambassador of

The Stop TB Partnership, a World Health Organization project.

INDONESA
rosa, helvy tiana
Helvy Tiana Rosa is a prominent Indonesian writer and lecturer in literature at the State Univ|
sity of Jakarta (UNJ). Rosa is a member of Majelis Sastra Asia Tenggara (the Southeast Asia
of Literature) and often represents Indonesia in literary events at home and abroad. She
helped found the Pen Circle Forum (FLPLBO7vith the goal of encouraging young writers.

MALAYS A
raihan
Raihan are a world famous Malaysrasheedroup with four members: Che Amran Idris, Abu
Bakar Md Yatim, Amran lbrahim and Zulfadli Bin Mustaza. Since their coming togeth@8¢n

they have madglalbums and received numerous awards in Malaysia.
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PAKISTAN
jamshed, junaid [new]
A former pop icon, Junaid Jamshed left his career as a recording artist with the group OVital §
to join the ranks of PakistanOs highly respected QurOan recitashaedingers. The departure
from pop music was associated with his participation in the Tablighi Jamaat organization start
in 2004. He has since released best-selling albums of Islamic songs.

parveen, abida [new]
Abida Parveen is an internationally acclaimed vocalist, often referred to as the OQueen of

igns®

Supb

mystic singing®. She is the only woman who has reached her level of inRuence in devotional usic,

specializing in traditionaghazalspften performing to stadium-size audiences across South Asi
and globally.

Europe

FRANCE

deghati, reza
Reza Deghati, more commonly known simply as Reza, is an internationally acclaimn
photojournalist who has reported from all over the world for Natigbabgraphic, Vanity Fair,
the New York Times and other reputable publications. He is also the founder of Aina, a n
probt humanitarian organization dedicated to civil society development through educatio
information, and communication initiatives. Deghati was 2009Recipient of the Lucie Award
from the Lucie Foundation in New York.

LATVIA
uldis, berzins
Berzins Uldis is a Latvian poet and translator. Uldis has been teaching Turkish at the Mod
Languages Department of the University of Latvia 06@and is known for spending bfteen
years on the brst translation of the QurOan in Latvian, publisBe@dn

NETHERLANDS
benali, abdelkader
Abdelkader Benali is a Moroccan-Dutch writer and journalist. For his second novel, L
langverwachte (The long-awaited one), Benalis received the Libris Prize for Literature. Beg
writing novels and theatrical plays, Benali publishes essays and reviews in various media. His
novel isHourglas$2010.

el mouhandiz, rajae
Rajae el Mouhandiz is a Dutch-Moroccan-Algerian poet, singer, composer and producer, g
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founder of the record label Truthseeker Records. After being the brst Moroccan to study at a

Dutch conservatory, el Mouhandiz left classical music to follow her own artistic path, seeking
incorporaEe her cultural roots. Her latest albtttand of Fatimg2009 features OMalcolm Lateef
ShabazzO and is an increasingly popular single about her meeting with the grandson of Malcg

TURKEY
elebi, hasan [new]
Master Hasan ,elebi is an eminent Turkish calligrapher who is hailed for his classical Ottom
calligraphy style. His exhibitions have been featured globally and he is celebrated for his restor
of calligraphic panels in mosques around the worldNfrom the Masjid al Nabawi in Medina to th
Blue Mosque in Istanbul.

yalsin, rabia
Rabia Yalsin is a Turkish fashion designer. Her creations represent a synthesis of local
international cultures and are inspired by the opulence of her homeland®s Ottoman past. \
her line Rabia Yalsirlaute CouturgYalsin has a strong presence in the European fashion scene
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UNITED KINGDOM
ABDALLA, KHALID [NEW]
Khalid Abdallah is a British actor acclaimed for his performances in the award-winning film
‘United 93 and the film adaptation of “The Kite Runner’ in which he played the lead role. He is an
increasingly influential Muslim actor, most recently starring in the Universal Pictures production,
‘Green Zone’ (2010.

ISLAM, YUSUF

Formerly known as Cat Stevens, Yusuf Islam is a globally influential British musician and
singer-songwriter. In 197 /he converted to Islam and left the music industry for educational and
philanthropic causes. His international fame and high-regard has made him probably the single
most influential figure in the field of arts and culture in the Muslim world. In the past five years he
has made a gradual return to music with his latest albums ‘An Other Cup’ and ‘Roadsinger’. Islam
is a vocal opponent of terrorism and extremism and in 2004was recognized with the Man of Peace
award by the Nobel Peace Prize Laureates Committee.

SANDERS, PETER
Sanders is a notable photographer and convert to Islam. He was granted exclusive privileges to
photograph Hajj pilgrimage rituals in 197,Jand subsequently has become an influential figure
in photography as author of In the Shade of the Tree, A Visit to A Prophet, and other books that
display his exploration of the Muslim world.

YUSUF, SAMI
Sami Yusuf is a superstar in the Muslim music industry. He is an internationally popular British
singer-songwriter whose music has revolutionized the nasheeéhdustry. Yusuf’s music is mostly
comprised of Islamic themes—about being a Muslim in today’s world. He is also known for his
extensive involvement in charity work. His songs enjoy a broad appeal with all age groups in many
parts of the Muslim world and in Europe and North America.

SOouUTH AMERICA

GUYANA
SHAH, RYHAAN
Ryhaan Shah is considered among the best contemporary writers in Guyana and the Caribbean,
best known for her 2005novel A Silent LifeShah is also an active public figure as the president of
the Guyanese Indian Heritage Association.

NORTH AMERICA

CANADA
NAWAZ, ZARQA
Zarqa Nawaz is a journalist and filmmaker who produced the award-winning Canadian sitcom
‘Little Mosque on the Prairie’, a comedy about a Muslim family living in Saskatchewan which has
run for 4 seasons and may be adopted by FOX as a series in the US. Nawaz owns a company called
FUNdamentalist Films that produces films about Muslims living in North America.

UNITED SRTES
MEHDI, ANISA [NEW]
Currently a Fulbright Scholar in Amman, Jordan, Anisa Mehdi is an Emmy Award-winning
journalist and filmmaker who is noted for her National Geographic documentary ‘Inside
Mecca. Mehdi’s work has been featured on major media outlets. She is the founding president of
Whetstone Productions, and continues to work on documentary film making in the Middle East,
while focusing on religion and the arts.
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MOS DEF
Mos DefNborn Dante Terrell SmithNis a hip-hop artist who has recently become more populg
for his acting career, which garnered him Emmy @aliilenGlobe nominations. He is noted for
his stance against the misinterpretation of the QurOan.

=

ZAKARIYA, MOHAMED
An engineer by training, Mohamed Zakariya is now an award-winning Arabic calligrapher whqgse
work is displayed all over the United Statesoln, he designed the OEid holiday stamp for the
United States Postal Service anddee, he was featured in the PBS documentary OMuhammad:
Legacy of a ProphetO.
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Middle East and North Africa

EGYPT
tiblawi, sheikh mohammad
Tiblawi is a popular Egyptian QurOan reciter. He gained popularity in the Middle East a
studying at Al AzharNthe second oldest university in the world, foundegsiC€ENand reciting
the QurOan on Egyptian televisiongss. Since then, Tiblawi has been widely recognized as

leading reciter of the QurOan and has recited for royalty and at prominent international events.

KUWAIT
al afasy, sheikh mishary bin rashid
Al Afasy is a globally inRuential reciter of the Holy QurOan, and an imam at Masjid al Kabi
Kuwait. He is also a singer of Arabic languegpheede has gained international acclaim for his

ter

n

innovative use of technology to promote Islam through two satellite channels, a website (www.

alafasy.com), and videos on YouTube.

SAUDI ARABIA
al ajmi, sheikh ahmed ali

Al Ajmi is a QurOan reciter from Khobar Province in Saudi Arabia. Prior to gaining prominence

for his recitation style as an imam at mosques in Khobar and now in Jeddah, he studied Qur(anic

interpretation in Saudi Arabia and subsequently in Pakistan.

al ghamdi, sheikh saOd ibn salid
Al Ghamdi is a world famous reciter of the QurOan. He has served as imam to Muslim commun
across the globe and is currently the imam of Kanoo Mosque in Dammam, Saudi Arabia.
Ghamdi has studiedsul ad Din(fundamentals of religion) aninad(chain of narration of
Hadith) and is recognized as an infBuential Saudi theologian.

al muOayaali, sheikh mahir bin hamad

Al Mubayqali is an imam at tBeand Mosque in Mecca. He is an inRuential reciter of the QurOan,

ties
Al

which he memorized with distinguished scholars in Medina. Al MuOayqali left his career 3s a
mathematics teacher to become a scholar in Mecca and is now a popular preacher and teacher of

QurOanic studies.

al shatri, sheikh abu bakr
Al Shatri is an imam in Jeddah, and a leading reciter of the QurOan. Although he studied accou

ting,

he has become increasingly inRuential for his recitation of the QurOan at international Islamic

events and particularly across the Middle East and in Saudi Arabia.

al shuraim, sheikh abu ibrahim saOud ibn muhammad
Al Shuraim is a leading reciter of the QurOan known for his unique recitation style across the wi
He formally studiedJsul ad Din(fundamentals of religion) in Saudi Arabia, before becoming a
teacher, and subsequently imam at@nand Mosque in Mecca.

al sudais, sheikh abdul rahman
Al Sudais has international inBuence through his recitation of the QurOan, which he memori
at agei2. Currently an imam at th&rand Mosque in Mecca, he has studsbdriaat Riyadh
University, Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University, and Umm al Qura University. A
Sudais is also popular for his sermons and stance on peaceful confict-resolution.
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Quran Reciters

Asia
INDONESA
ulfah, hajjah maria
Hajjah Maria Ulfah is an internationally acclaimed reciter of the Holy Qur’an and is the first
woman to win an international Qur’an recitation competition. She has popularized the Egyptian
style of recitation and serves as director of the women’s department of the Institute for Qur’an
Study in Indonesia.

Europe

AUSTRIA
podojak, habz senad [new]
Hafiz Podojak was born in Bosnia and has won numerous awards for Qur’anic recitation. He
is active in the community and was recently appointed to teach Islamic religious instruction in
public schools. He is a highly distinguished member of Austria’s Muslim Community.

CROATIA
alili, habz aziz
Alili is a Macedonian who was trained in Qur’anic recitation in Sarajevo. He is increasingly
influential for his nasheed and more so for his distinct style of recitation. He is currently the imam
of Medzlis Islamske Zajednice in Zagreb, Croatia.

TURKEY[new]
gYnesdogdu, mustafa $zcan
Mustafa Ozcan Giinesdogdu is an acclaimed Qur’an recitor of Turkish descent who is based in
Germany. His participation in interational recitation competitions has made him one of the most
popular recitors in the world. He has published a German-language translation of the Qur’an in
an album released in 2003is a member of a nasheed group which performs across Europe and has
been a reciter and teacher of Qur’an for over 25years.
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Middle East and North Africa

EGYPT
abulmagd, his excellency prof. dr kamal
Abulmagd is an important intellectual in Egypt and the wider Arab world, who holds signibca
inRuence over media relations and public diplomacy in the Middle East. Shortly after Sefpfembe
2001Abulmagd was appointed the Commissioner Responsible for Dialogue Between Civilizati
by the Arab League. He is noted as one of the most inBuential Onew IslamistO thinkers. H
previously EgyptOs information minister and is currently a professor of International law.

howeidy, dr fahmy
Howeidy is one of the leading columnists in the Arab world. He writes for the Egyptiafl daily
Ahram where he is the deputy editor-in-chief, however his articles are syndicated to seven o
Arabic publications. Howeidy is inBuential both through his popularity and the fact that he ha
highlighted issues concerning Muslim communities outside the Arab world in groundbreakir]
work on Chinese, Bosnian, and Senegalese Muslims, among others. Muslims appreciate
respond well to HoweidyOs use of Islam as a frame of reference in his articles.

schleifer, prof. dr suleiman abdallah
Abdallah Schleifer is a Middle East expert who has covered the region 80 years. He has
worked for NBC and many other international media outlets. A professor emeritus at the Amerid
University in Cairo, Schleifer is considered a bridge-builder between cultures.

KUWAIT
al mutawa, jassem
Jassem al Mutawa is the president of Igra satellite channel, an Islamic TV channel presen
programs on everyday life problems concerning spiritual, cultural, social and economic iss
from a modern Islamic perspective.

al mutawa, dr naif
Naif al Mutawa is founder and CEO of Teshkeel M&diaip and creator of the popular Islamic-
themed comic series O'B88. In addition to having authored multiple childrenOs books, al Mutaw
holds a PhD in clinical psychology and has practiced in the Peld for many years.

sweidan, sheikh dr tariq
Tarig Sweidan is the CEO and owne@aff InnovationGroup in Kuwait and the general manager
of Al Resalah Satellite TV. An entrepreneur and a TV personalityNhis shows ranking among
highest in the Middle EastNSweidan is also prominent as a motivational speaker and autho
books on Islam.

PALESTINE
khanfar, waddah

Khanfar is the director general of the Al Jazeera network, a position he has hel@Gsnide
began his career as a war correspondent and has been instrumental in carving out Al Jaz
position as the most watched and most respected news network in the Middle East. The nety
has recently expanded into other markets with Al Jazeera English. Al JazeeraOs ethical d§
to interview Israeli ofpcials has been groundbreaking in promoting the idea that all perspecti
should be broadcast on an Arabic-language news program.
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kuttab, daoud
Kuttab is an internationally recognized Palestinian media activist and journalist. He founded f{
Institute of Modern Media at Al Quds University, established the Jerusalem Film Institute a
helped in establishing the Arabic Media Internet Network (AMIN)duoy, Kuttab established
AmmanNet.net, the Arab worldOs brst Internet radio station.

QATAR
philips, dr abu ameenah bilal
A notable convert and Islamic scholar, Philips is founder of the virtual educational institutid
Islamic Online University and Discover Islam, an Islamic center based in Dubai. He reaches
Muslim audiences through his television appearances on India-based satellite channel, Peacsg

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

al rostamani, dr amina
Al Rostamani is CEO of TECOM Investments Corporation, the investment wing of the Dub
Technology and Media Free Trade Zone since Jutyef Al Rostamani obtained the rank of
in the OPoweso: The WorldOs Most InRuential Arabs@ds.

Southern Africa

SOUTH AFRICA
haffajee, ferial
Haffajee is editor of thilail and GuardianSouth Africas premier investigative newspaper. S
was the brst non-white woman, and brst Muslim woman to become the editor of a major dg
newspaper in South Africa.

Morton, Shabq
Shabq Morton is an award-winning journalist, photographer and presenter of the current affa
program ODrivertime Show® on the Muslim radio station Voice of the Cape.

Asia
AFGHANISTAN
mohseni, saad[new]
Mohseni is a successful businessman and the founder and head of therMabhyfghanistanOs

largest media company which has interests in television, radio, print, production, online ne
services, directories, IT&T, and retail.

samandar, rahimullah  [new]
Samandar is the head of AfghanistanOs Independent Journalists® Association, which ser
important role in critiquing the freedom and limits of the press in Afghanistan.

INDONESIA
bagir, haidar
Haidar Bagir is the founder and director of Mizan, a large publishing company that signibcar]
shapes the development of Islamic discourse in Indonesia. Bagir has founded and lecture
many educational institutions, and his philanthropic contributions include work on communityf
development. He has written extensively on Subsm.

bayuni, endy m.[new]
Bayuni is the chief editor Gthe Jakarta PoshdonesiaOs largest and most popular daily English
language newspaper.
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MOHAMMAD, GOENAWAN [NEW |
Goenawan Mohammad is a writer, editor, activist, and award-winning journalist. He is the found
and editor offempo MagazinéndonesiaOs most widely circulated weekly.

PAKISTAN
HAMID, ZAID [NEW]|
One of the most inBuential television personalities in Pakistan, Zaid Hamid is a security consult
and strategic defense analyst by profession. He is also a popular political commentator, and i
founder of Brass Tacks, a Pakistani think tank on global politics. Hamid also hosts OBrassTack
Zaid Hamid® on Net€hannel and has been featured on OWake up PakistanO on Pakistani sal
channel ARY, as well as Olgbal ka PakistanO on Aag TV. Although he has been deemed by s
conspiracy theorist, he maintains a substantial audience.

SHAKIL-UR-RAHMAN, MIR [NEW]
Shakil-ur-Rahman is the owner of the Independent Media Corporation, PakistanOs larg
media conglomerate. TH8eo TV network and the Jarigroup are both under this umbrella
organization. Shakil-ur-Rahman is also the chief executive and editor-in-chief of ti&rdapg
which publishes a number of newspapers and magazines in Urdu and English.

EUROPE

NETHERLANDS
MIRZA, UMAR
Umar Mirza is chief editor of Wijblijvenhier.nl, the biggest Muslim weblog in the Netherlands. H
is also president of the Al Hidayah organization, which organizes Islamic courses, seminars
festivals throughout the country.

TURKEY
DUMANLI, EKREM
Ekrem Dumanli is the editor-in-chief @faman a popular Turkish daily newspaper with close ties
to theGYlen movement. He has published bve books and has written a play.

UNITED KINGDOM

ATWAN, ABDEL BARI
Abdel Bari Atwan is a prominent Palestinian-British journalist and editor-in-chief of the majo
daily Arabic newspapéd Quds Al ArabiAn expert on Middle Eastern and current affairs, Atwan
is a leading writer and commentator, making regular appearances as a media consultant on
news networks.

JOSEPH, SARAH
Sarah Joseph is the editor Bel MagazineShe has become inBuential as a commentator on
Islam in Britain through her work as a speaker, publisher and broadcaster over the past deg
Her novel idea of creating a Muslim lifestyle magazine that focuses on the lives of everyday pg
has played a signibcant part in changing the expectations of British Muslims with regardg
Islamic publications. Emel also commands a readership of interested non-Muslims.

KHAN, RIZWAN
Rizwan KhanKknown more commonly as Riz KhanNis a British television news reporter an
interviewer of prominent personalities. He gained international prominence while working for th
BBC and CNN in senior anchor positions, before moving to Al Jazeera English, where he currg
hosts his own political talk show. He was born in the former South Yemen.
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nahdi, fuad
Fuad Nahdi is founding editor o Newsa leading British Muslim magazine. He is also the
director of The Radical Middle Way, a UK-based Muslim initiative set up to promote yout
activism, authentic Islamic scholarship and education and the development of a distinct Brit
Muslim identity.

omaatr, rageh
Rageh Omaar is a television news presenter and writer who was stationed in Iraq and South A
He was the world affairs correspondent for the BBC ft@8iuntil 2006when he moved to Al
Jazeera English, where he currently presents the documentary series OWitnessO. Omaar als
new show, called OThe Rageh Omaar ReportO

North America

CANADA
baksh, nazim
Baksh is a Canadian Broadcasting Corporation television and radio producer specializing in
causes of terrorism. He also covers issues relating to traditional Islam. He is a former Mal
Fellow and has produced the international affairs radio program ODispatch@80Gince

UNITED SRTES

amanat, omar
Omar Amanat is an entrepreneur, and successful businessman. He founded Trades
Corporation before its sale to E*Trade2®02for £80million. Amanat is the founder of Summit
Entertainment, a production and distribution studio in Hollywood worttb#llion that created
the popular sitcom OAliens in AmeriBa®Wall Street Jourmamed Amanat one of the OTop Ten
Most InBuential TechnologistsO.

amanullah, shahed
Shahed Amanullah is the editor-in-chief of altmuslim.com, a website dedicated to opinions a
social analyses from the Muslim world. An award-winning journalist, Amanuallah has also crea
websites that serve as an online platform for Muslim products and mosques.

godlas, dr alan

Godlas is an American academic focusing on Islamic mysticism. He is known for his Islaric

studies (www.uga.edu/islam/) and Subsm websites that are highly regarded as leading aca
resources for research on Islam.

gouverneur, aisha
Aisha Gouverneur is the founder of the Islamic Texts Society and director of the non-proH
charitable foundation and publishing company Fons Vi@mverneur is the co-writer ofhe
Life of the Prophet Muhammi@D03.

wolfe, michael
Michael Wolfe is the president and executive producer of Unity Productions Foundation, whi
promotes peace through media. The companyOs brst full-length, award-winning blm, OMuham
Legacy of a ProphetO was broadcast extensively as a television documentary after i20Ggease
Wolfe has written a number of works on Islam and also hosted a televised account of the Haj
ONightline® 1997hat was nominated for several awards.

zakaria, fareed
Fareed Zakaria is one of the United StatesO foremost public intellectuals. He is a pol
commentator, journalist, bestselling author, and TV host specializing in international affairs.
has been editor dlewsweek Internatiorsthce200Q and was former editor Goreign AffaitdHe
has hosted several political shows, his current being OFareedGR®&rian CNN.
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RADICALS

MiDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA

EGYPT
AL ZAWAHIRI, AYMAN
Ayman al Zawabhiri is considered the second-in-command, and the key ideological leader o
Qaeda. An alleged radical since the ad& b went on to become the leader of EgyptOs Islam
Jihad. Al Zawabhiri is author of numerous Al Qaeda statements.

IRAQ

AL BAGHDADI, ABU OMAR
Abu Omar Al Baghdadi is the alleged leader of Al Qaeda in Iraq. A reclusive bgure whose exis
remains in question, it has been claimed by the Iraqi security forces that he has been capture
report that has been refuted by the American government.

SAUDI ARABA
BIN LADEN, OSAMA
The son of a wealthy Saudi businessman Osama bin Laden is the leader of Al Qaeda a
considered the most wanted man internationally for several terrorist attacksNthe largest of wh
were the Septembgéfattacks that resulted in the death8000civilians.

AL MADKHALI, SHEIKH RABI’ IBN HAADI ‘UMAYR
Sheikh Rabi® Ibn Haadi OUmayr al Madkhali is one of the most radical thinkers in the S
movement. He is an inBuential writer and speaker, whose infBuence has lead to an indepen
faction within Salabsm. Al Madkhali®s adherents are known as Madkhali Salabs and make U
of the most signibcant and inBuential branches inside the Salab movement.

YEMEN
AL AWLAKI, ANWAR [NEW]
Al Awlaki is the Prst American citizen that the CIA has given explicit permission to kill for h
alleged support and encouragement of terrorist operations su@ijathe Ft. Hood shootings
and the attempted Christmas Day and Times Square bombi2§4@He is reportedly living in
Yemen.

Asia

AFGHANISTAN
HEKMATYAR, GULBUDDIN
Former prime minister of Afghanistai9931994199¢, Gulbuddin Hekmatyar has been deemed
a OSpecially Designa@dbal International Terrorist® by the US Department of State for link
with Al Qaeda and the Taliban. He is also founder of the Hezb-e-Islami political party that w
founded as a mujahiddeen force against the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan but developed
a militant group that is responsible for numerous attacks, including those against civilians.

OMAR, MULLAH MUHAMMAD
Mullah Muhammad Omar is the reclusive leader of AfghanistanOs Taliban. A prominent Pg
during AfghanistanOs struggle against Soviet occupation, he is better known for his suppo
Osama bin Laden. He is believed to be directing the Taliban in their war against NATO 3
Afghanistan forces.
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Radicals

HAQQANI, SIRAJUDDIN [NEW ]
Hagqgani heads militant forces based in Waziristan, Pghting against American and NATO force
Afghanistan. His group is reportedly closely allied with Pakistani Taliban.

PAKISTAN
SAEED, HAFIZ MOHAMMAD

Habz Muhammad Saeed is the supposed leader of JamaOat ud DaOwah, Pakistan. He is fo
professor of Islamic Studies at the University of Engineering and Technology, Lahore, Pakis
His group is suggested to have in3icted severe causalities on Indian forces in the disputed Ka
region as well as terror attacks on the Indian parliament house in New Delhi. He is the founde
the Pakistani-based Lashkar-e-Taiba militant group, which is alleged to have organiBthe
Mumbai attacks.

INDONESA
BASHIR, ABU BAKAR
Abu Bakar Bashir is an Indonesian Muslim cleric and leader of the Indonesian Mujahedg
Council (MMI). He runs the Al Mukmin boarding school in Ngruki, Central Java. It is alleged tha
he is the spiritual head of Jemaah Islamiyah with supposed links to Al Qaeda; a suggestion h
denied, stating that he does not believe Jemaah Islamiyah exists. Bashir reportedly founded 3
organization, Jemaah Ansharut Tauhi®D09

SHIHAB, HABIB RIZIEQ [NEW]
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Rizieqg Shihab is the leader of Front Pembela Muslim (Islamic Defender Front), a hard line Islamic

group in Indonesia. Criticism of FPIOs methods has mainly centered on its violent tactics. The
has conducted yearly raids during the holy month of Ramadan, targeting night clubs, bars
other various venues Onot respectful of the holy month.O The violent raids are often cover
local, electronic and print media.
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INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC
NETWORKS

International Islamic Figh
Academy; Majma Al Figh

GLOBAL
al abbadi, his excellency abdul salam (p. 124)

The International Islamic Figh Academy is an agency of the Organization of the Islamic Confererjce.

Al Abbadi is the Secreta@eneral of the former organization. It was set up by representatives fro
all Muslim-majority countries at the Third International Islamic Summitirs to provide the

h

global Muslim populace a singular legal body. It remains the leading inter-sectarian institution for

debnitive legal rulings on Islam, and has a particular focus on contemporary social and polit
problems, and interpreting Islamic law in an international legal context.

Muslim Brotherhood; Al Ikhwan Al Muslimeen

EGYPT
badi, dr mohammed (p. 50)
Dr Mohammed Badi became thith SupremeGuide of the Muslim Brotherhood in Januaryio.
The Muslim Brotherhood, or Al Ikhwan Al Muslimeen, organizes political dissent in Egypt, recent
having arranged mass protests criticizing the con3iGairg,; it also demanded an apology from the
Pope in Jordan, all in the face of mounting criticism against the BrotherhoodOs beliefs and prac
The Muslim Brotherhood is active throughout the Middle East, North Africa and also in man
Western countries.

Hizb Ut Tahrir

JORDAN
abu rashta, ata

Ata Abu Rashta is the global leader of the Islamic political party Hizb ut Tahrir. Having worked

closely with the founder of Hizb ut TahrirNTagiuddin an NabhaniNAbu Rashta became prominent
in Jordan during the PersigBulf War when he contested the Iraqi invasion of Kuwaitois3 he
became the leader of the party. Hizb ut Tahrir is popular in the Levant, the former Soviet Unig
South and South East Asia, and Western Europe.

The Royal Aal al Bayt Institute

for Islamic Thought

JORDAN
The Royal Aal al Bayt Institute for Islamic Thought is an independent international non
governmental institute headquartered in Amman, the capital of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jorda
The Royal Academy of the Royal Aal al Bayt Institute was ofpcially established byileneaiing
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scholars of Islam as senior fellows, appointed from all over the world by royal decree. The instityteOs

various aims are to serve the Islamic community worldwide through sound scholarly work, dispell
misconceptions and fallacies about Islam and fostering dialogue and cooperation between diffe
schools of Islamic jurisprudence.
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International Islamic Networks

Hezbollah

LEBANON

nasrallah, seyyed hasan (p. 62)

Seyyed Hasan Nasrallah is the current and third secretary general of Hezbollah (the Party of God).
Hezbollah is a Twelver Shi’a Islamic political party and paramilitary organization based in Lebanon.
Political and military successes have made Nasrallah a vastly influential figure in Lebanon, and in the
Middle East more broadly. Hezbollah’s ideology is based on seeking social justice through Islamic
ideals. Hezbollah appears at first to be a Lebanese national party, however its broad support from
across the Middle East from individuals and communities supporting the idea of revolutionary
Shi’ism have made it a global network. It has a significant following in Iran and Syria.

Marjalyya
IRAQ
sistani, his eminence grand ayatollah ali husseini
Ali Husseini Sistani, a Grand Ayatollah and Twelver Shi’a marjais currently the highest-ranking Shi’a
religious scholar in Iraq and leads the seminary of traditional Shi’a Islamic studies in Najaf. Since the

Iraq war, Sistani has played a wider political role in Iraq. He has been referred to as a key figure in the
so-called ‘Shi’a revival,, for his central place in the Marjaiyya(the community of marjas.

Dawat-e-Islami

PAKISTAN [NEW]
gadiri, sheikh muhammad ilyas attar gadiri (p. 104)

Dawat-e-Islami, which translates as ‘invitation to Islam, is a Sunni revival movement of the Barelwi
sect. Based in Pakistan, this network’s influence is spread over 6 continents and 71countries with a
substantial following in the UK. Sheikh Muhammad Ilyas Attar Qadiri founded the group in 1980
Promoting an apolitical agenda--mainly to spread the message of the Qur’an and knowledge about
the prophetic tradition--this network has grown over the years and now produces a 24-hour satellite
channel, ‘Madani Channel.

Tablighi Jamaat

PAKISTAN
abd al wahhab, hajji mohammed (p. 58)
Abd al Wahhab is the leader of the Pakistan-based organization, Tablighi Jamaat, which has chapters
in 12Qcountries. The movement’s Raiwind Tablighi Ijtima annual conference, in the Punjab, Pakistan
drew 15 million attendees in 2009 With approximately 3 million members attending the annual
Biswa Ijtima conference in Bangladesh, the Tablighi Jamaat is an increasingly influential Muslim
network from South Asia.

GYlen Movement

TURKEY
gYlen, hodjaefendi fethullah (p. 52)

Fethullah Giilen is a preacher, thinker and educator, who having assumed the leadership of the
religious movement Nurcu—started by Said Nursi (1878.960CE)—has gone on to become a global
phenomenon in his own right. His popularity and authority in Turkey has been the driving force
of a social movement. This movement is widely thought to have brought around the social, and
eventually, political changes of which politician Recep Tayyip Erdogan has been the ultimate heir—
that is the enfranchisement of Muslim politics in Turkey. Despite his peaceful means of preaching
and community organization, Giilen is hated by the secularist establishment in Turkey and has been
living in the US since 1999The Giilen Movement started out as a distinctly Turkish movement but
has since spread worldwide. Giilen has schools in almost every corner of the globe.
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ISSUES OF THE DAY

Al Agsa

JORDAN
bin al hussein, his majesty king abdullah ii (p. 34)
HM King Abdullah II of Jordan is the custodian of the Muslim holy sites in the city of Jerusalem.
He maintains a unique prestige in the region. He has gone on record in March 201Qo condemn
Israel’s inclusion of West Bank religious sites in its national heritage list. The Awqaf and Islamic
Affairs ministry announced in 201G donation of over 2million Jordanian Dinar from HM King
Abdullah II for projects around the Al Agsa compound.

Green Revolution (Iran)

IRAN
moussavi, his excellency mir-hossein (p. 88) [new]

“Where is my Vote?” became the slogan of the ‘Green Movement’ that gained speed in the aftermath
of Mousavvi’s loss in the 2009 presidential campaign. The movement garnered international
attention after millions of protesters went out to the streets to call for a recount and ignited a
violent confrontation with the basij forces—under the Revolutionary Guard. The cause reaped
global support, specifically in various social media outlets such as Twitter and Facebook. Mousavvi
has since headed an NGO called the Green Path that comprises six main members and various
other reformist movements to demand the implementation of the constitution and political
reform in Iran.

U.S. Foreign Policy in the Muslim world

UNITED STATES
hussain, rashad (p. 121) and pandith, farah
Since President Barack Obama’s appointment of Rashad Hussein and Farah Pandith as liaisons to
the Muslim world, they have come to global attention. Although Muslim communities in the US
and abroad receive the outreach with skepticism, positive feedback from Hussein and Pandith’s
initial tasks could potentially lay the ground for improved relations between the US and the
Muslim world. Hussein is Deputy Associate Counsel and US envoy to the Organization of the
Islamic Conference. Pandith continues to serve as Special Representative to Muslim Communities
for the US Department of State, since her appointment in 2009

Gaza

PALESTINE
omer, mohammednew]
An award-winning journalist, Mohammed Omar has been credited with reporting on the crises in
Gaza for major media outlets. He was raised in Rafah refugee camp and despite calamities faced by
his family--his father was imprisoned, his teenage brother was killed, his mother was injured in a
demolition--he dedicates himself to journalism and reporting on the crisis. He is the recipient of
the 2008Martha Gellhorn Prize for Journalism.
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Issues of the Day

Interfaith

GLOBAL
the Ga common word® group
This group of 138slamic scholars and clerics is the catalyst behind a global bridge-building effort
between Christians and Muslims. ‘A Common Word Between Us and You’ is an open letter issued
from Muslim leaders to Christian leaders about the common ground between both religious
communities, highlighting points of commonality found in the commandment to love God and
one’s neighbor; (www.acommonword.com).

Environment

NORTH AMERICA/ USA
nast, professor dr seyyed hossein (p. 89)
Nasr has tackled issues regarding the environment from a scholarly perspective, leading a
movement to use Islamic teachings to help in the fight against climate change. The term Nasr
employs is ‘eco-theology’. His is an important figure in advocacy that promotes environmentalism
underscored as a matter of religious duty.

UNITED ARABEMIRATES
al nahyan, his highness sheikh khalifa bin zayed (p. 114)
Al Nahyan is the president of one of the fastest-growing nations in the world, the United Arab
Emirates. He is funding the construction of the world’s first eco-city, Masdar, with zero carbon

emissions which will run mostly on renewable energy. The cost of Masdar is estimated between
$1530billion.

ASA/MALDIVES
nasheed, his excellency mohamed
As the president of the Madives, Nasheed is one of the most environmentally conscious state
leaders in the world. In the earliest stages of his political career, Nasheed was imprisoned for his
crticism of his country’s government and became an Amnesty Prisoner of Conscience. Today,
Nasheed has managed to make the Maldives carbon-neutral within a decade by moving the
country’s energy reliance to wind and solar power only. Time magazine named Nasheed #1in the
‘Leaders & Visionaries’ category within its annual list of Heroes of the Environment in 2009

AIDS/HIV

SOUTHERN ARRICA/SOUTH ARICA
esack, farid
Farid Esack runs a faith-based organization in the field of HIV/AIDS. His organization, Positive
Muslims, was established in 2000 It offers services from an Islamic perspective and encourages
compassion, mercy and non-judgementalism towards all humankind. South Africa is one of the
areas worst affected by the HIV/AIDS pandemic.

ASA/INDIA
engineer, asghar ali (p. 102)
The Asian Muslim Action Network (AMAN), of which Engineer is chairman, seeks to build

awareness and capacity among Muslim communities in Asia so that they may effectively respond
to the growing problem of HIV/AIDS.

172




Issues of the Day

Houthi Rebellion

MIDDLE EAS/ YEMEN

houthi, abdul-malik
Houthi is the leading Pbgure in an insurgency in the Sadah province in northern Yemen which
been continuing fron2004to the present day. The uprising has been called the Houthi Rebellig
due to Houthi®s leadership. The Zaidi community comprises around half of the population
Yemen, and is concentrated in the north. In traditional Zaidi religious belief if there is no cle
leader for the Zaidi community a Caliph can emerge through armed struggle. Yemen was form
under the control of a Zaidi Caliph; the Zaidi Caliphate endetdB2 HouthiOs brothers Yahia
Badreddin and Abdul-Karim are also leaders in the insurgency.

Poverty

AS A/ PAKISTAN

zafar, roshaneh (p. 147) [new]
An economist by training, Roshaneh Zafar is a social entrepreneur and founder of the Ka

Foundation, the third-largest microbPnance institution in Pakistan, which specializes in offering

Pnancial services to women and their families to facilitate their economic independence and §
reliance. The Kashf Foundation has disbursed @@0@million and has a national network 62
branches.

Hijab Rights

MIDDLE EAS/ KUWAIT

dashti, dr rola [new]
Dr Rola Dashti was one of four women to be elected to the Kuwaiti parliam260&after
successfully lobbying for the rights of women to vote and run for parliamentary eleco$in
She is actively engaged in leadership positions with numerous organizations, as chairperson g
Kuwait Economic Society, executive member of Young Arab Leaders (Kuwait), and founder of
Women Participation Organization, among others. Following her election Dashti was noted as
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of two MPs who refuse to wear the hijab to parliamentary meetings, protesting a stipulation that

requires all MPs to strictly adherestoarialawNa stipulation which is considered by some to be
an unconstitutional oppression of religious freedom. Dashti continues to be vocal as a democr|
and gender-equality activist.

Youth Unemployment

MIDDLE EAS/QATAR
younis, ahmed
Younis is the young former national director of the Muslim Public Affairs Council in the United
States (MPAC). His current job is to create strategic partnerships at Silatech, an organization
recently started to push for greater youth employment in the Middle East and North Africa. The
regions in particular have some of the worldOs highest youth unemployment rates.

Economic Development

ASA/ PHILIPPINES
guiapal, aleem siddiqu [new]
Guiapal is the project director of the Young Moro Professional Network (YMPN). This organizatid
is made up 0200Muslim scholars, students and professionals who are all using their unique sk
to alleviate the plight of marginalized Muslim communities.
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Issues of the Day

UiGHUR CHINESE RELATIONS

ASA/CHINA
KADEER, REBIYA

Kadeer is the de facto leader of the movement for social justice for the 15million-strong Uighur
ethnic-population of China. She was formerly a successful businesswoman and philanthropist in
China but was imprisoned in 2000for leaking state secrets and now lives in exile in the United
States. Before her arrest, Kadeer was running the 1000 Families Mothers’ Project, which helped
Uighur women start businesses. She now presides over both the World Uighur Congress and the
Uighur American Association. She is well-known for her work in Europe and North America
publicizing the plight of the Uighur ethnic group, and is partially responsible for raising the issue’s
status both in China and abroad. The Chinese government sees Kadeer as an agitator. She was
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize in 2006
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P

Ahl Al Bayt (or Aal Al Bayt)Literally, the people of the house; refers to the family of the
Prophet Muhammad.

Ahl as Sunnah wa0l JamaQisdrally, people of the practices of the Prophet Muhammad
and the Muslim community.

Al Fatiha: Literally, Othe opening®, this is the title for the brst chapter of the Holy QuiOan
which is recited as a fundamental part of MuslimsO daily prayers.

Allah: Arabic for God.
Agida: CreedThis refers to the theological and doctrinal beliefs of Muslims.

AshOariThe school of Sunni Orthodoxy named after the followers of the 9th centufy
scholar Abu al Hasan al AshOari (874-936 CE).

Azaan/Adhan:The call to prayer.

BidOadLiterally Qinnovationd; this refers to the act of creating superRuous, or ron-
prescribed traditions in the practice of Islam. It is used in common speech ag a
denunciation toward those not acting in accordance with the prescriptions of Islam.

Caliph: The head of the entire community of Muslims, either current or in the past. |
also used by certain sects to refer to their own leader.

[2)

Chador: A loose cloth traditionally worn by Muslim women which usually covers thg
body from head to foot.

Dali/ Dadddissionary.

\174

DaOwaslamic missionary work; literally Omaking an invitationO to the religion.
Emir (or Amir): A title accorded to a leader, prince, or commander-in-chief.

Fatwa:lslamic legal ruling, or legal pronouncement. It is not synonymous with a death
sentence as is sometimes thought in the West.

—

Figh: Islamic jurisprudence (the philosophy of law). This is the scholarly pursuit tha
enables individuals to have an educated understanding of Islamic law.

Figh al Agaliyaatislamic legal rulings for Muslims living as minorities in foreign lands

Hadith: Literally OsayingsO. These are a set of references to the life of the Pfophet
Muhammad. There are numerous Hadith, and the practice of verifying them is an Islamic
scholarly practice of its own that has been carried out since the life of the Prophet.

Habz (or Habza) al QurOaperson who has committed the entire QurOan to memory,
and can recite the QurOan at will. This is important in Islam because the QurOan was
originally revealed as an oral text.

Hajj: The pilgrimage to Mecca. It is mandatory for every Muslim who is able to do it, and
can afford it. Hajj is one of the bve pillars of Islam. The pilgrimage occurs from the 8th
to 12th day of Dhu al-Hijjah, the 12th month of the Islamic calendar.

Halal: Permissible. A term referring to actions or objects that are permissible according
to Islamic law. Commonly refers to food items that are permissible for Muslims to eat.

177



Glossary

Haram: Sanctuary.
Hijab: Headscarf worn by Muslim women.
Hijaz: The region along the west coast of the Arabian Peninsula.

Ibadi: The Ibadi school has origins in and is linked to the Kharijites, but the modern d
community is distinct from the 7th century Islamic sect. It was founded after the des
of Prophet Muhammad and is currently practiced by a majority of OmanOs Musl
population. Also found across parts of Africa.

Ihsan: Virtue through constant regard to, and awareness of God.
ljaza: Certibcation.
ljtihad: Independent reasoning, or individual interpretation of the QurOan.

Imam: (1) In both Sunni and ShiOa Islam an imam is the leader of congregational pra

Py
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yers

who may also deliver the Friday prayer (JumOa) sermon; more generally, a person of

authority within the community. (2) In ShiOa Islam this exclusively refers to a serie
people, descended from the Prophet Muhammad, who by lineage are considered divi
guided spiritual leaders.

Imamate: The position or institution, in ShiOa Islam, that is comprised of a series
divinely guided imams.

Iman: Faith in God.
Islam: Submission to GodOs will.
Jihad: Struggle. An exertion of effort in any peld, not just in war.

KaObaThe large cubic structure in the Grand Mosque in Mecca, adorned in go
embroidered black fabric, referred to by Muslims as the OHouse of GodO. This stru
marks the direction in which Muslims pray and is central to the Hajj pilgrimage whe
it is circumambulated, a practice rooted in pre-Islamic Arabia when it contained idg
subsequently removed by the Prophet Muhammad.

Khat: Script.
Khateeb:One who traditionally delivers the Friday sermon; orator.

Khawarij: A group of Muslims in early Islamic history who went against the large
community and became outsiders. A term used to describe political deviants.

Khums: Literally, 1/5 in Arabic; a religious tax of 1/5 of oneOs income owed by follow
of Usuli Twelver ShiOa to a very senior cleric.

Madhabs:Traditional schools of Islamic legal methodology (e.g. Hanbali, Maliki, Shab
Hanap, Jafari).

MadrassaThe Arabic word for OschoolO. Can refer to a religious school.
Majles al ShuraConsultative religio-legislative body.

Marja/Marjaiyya: The highest position of authority in the Usuli school of Twelver
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Shidi bgh. Also referred to as marja taglid, meaning literally one who is worthy of b
imitated.

Masjid: Arabic for OmosqueO.

Maturidi: The school of Sunni Orthodoxy named after the followers of the 9th centul
scholar Muhammad Abu Mansur al Maturidi (853-944 CE).

Melayu Islam BerajaThe concept of Malay Islamic monarchy.

Morchidat: Literally, guides. Refers to the Moroccan cadre of trained female preache
Mufti: A Muslim legal expert who is empowered to give rulings on religious matters.
Mugri: A reciter of QurOan.

Murid: Follower of a Sub guide or order.

Mursyidul Am: Malaysian term for religious guide.

Mutabarrik: Supporter or afpliate of a Sub guide or order.

MuOtazili:An almost obsolete school of Sunni Islam, popular in the 8th century, that

advocates the belief that the QurOan was createdNas opposed to the Orthodox S
view that it is eternal and uncreated.

NasheedReligious song traditionally performed without musical instruments.

Pancasilaindonesian concept of bve basic, national principles: belief in the Oneness
God, just and civilized humanity, the unity of Indonesia, democracy, and social justic

Pesantren: The term for Islamic schools in Indonesia.

Qibla: The direction in which Muslims offer their bve daily prayers; the directio
of the KaOba in Mecca.
RamadanHoly month of fasting.

SalaPA movement of Sunni Muslims that places great emphasis on literal interpretati
of the QurOan and Hadith, with skepticism towards the role of human.

ShahadataynThe two testimonies of faith: There is no deity but God. Muhammad i
the Messenger of God. Stating these two sentences is sufbcient to become a Muslin

Sharia:Literally, Othe way to the sourced, this refers to Islamic law. Islamic law is n

ping
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Dt, as

is widely perceived, a standard set of written rules, but is rather an unwritten text that

is interpreted by legal scholars in specibc instances, drawing on the QurOan and
reliable religious sources relevant to the tradition followed.

Sheikh: (1) A position of authority granted to people who are respected in society. (
A religious ofbcial.

Shi@: The second-largest denomination of Muslims referred to as ShiOatu OAli or Opé
OAli,0 the fourth caliph of Islam and brst imam in ShiQism.

Sunna:Literally Othe trodden pathO; this refers to the ways and pr~actices of the Prg
Muhammad. Reference to these practices can be found in the QurOan and in the H3

Dther

\rty of

phet
dith.
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Sunni: The largest denomination of Muslims referred to as Ahl as-Sunnah waQl-Jam
or Opeople of the prophetic tradition and communityORNwith emphasis on emulating
life of the Prophet Muhammad.

Tafsir: Interpretation of the QurOan, either by commentary or exegesis.

Taqlid: The practice of following rulings without questioning the religious authority
This is a core tenet of the Usuli school of Islamic law.

Ummabh: The collective Muslim community.

Velayat-e FagihA position of both spiritual and temporal powers in the Republic of
Iran. Literally, Guardianship of the Jurists, referring to the fact that while the Mah
(awaited one) is in occultation, the jurists should have guardianship over the earth.

Wagf: A religious endowment or charitable trust.

Zakat: The religious obligation to annually give one-fortieth of oneOs income and savi
to the poor and destitute.
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APPENDIX

The Muslim world spans far and wide with
majority Muslim countries nestled around the
equator and concentrated in many parts of North
Africa, the Middle East, South and South East
Asia. An estimated 22% of the world's population
is Muslim—spanning approximately 50 countries
as a majority and speaking around 60 different
first languages.
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NOT
LISTED IN
2010

These leaders froithe 500 Most InBuential
Muslims 200@re not listed among the 500 in
this yearQOs edition.
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Not Listed in 2010

CATEGORY COUNTRY NAME

SCHOLARLY Bahrain al Mohmood, Prof. Abed al Lateef
SCHOLARLY Belgium Michot, Yahya M

SCHOLARLY Brunei Haddad, Gibril

SCHOLARLY Canada Kutty, Sheikh Ahmad

SCHOLARLY Canada El Masry, Dr Mohammad
SCHOLARLY Canada Rabbani, Sheikh Faraz
SCHOLARLY Egypt Kahlawi, Prof. Dr OAbla Mohammed
SCHOLARLY Egypt Ezzat, Dr Heba Raouf
SCHOLARLY Germany KShler, Ayyub Axel

SCHOLARLY India Khan, Wahiduddin

SCHOLARLY Indonesia Azra, Azyumardi

SCHOLARLY Ivory Coast Damboli, Sheikh Mohammad
SCHOLARLY Jordan gLiﬁEl’A:lriaEé(ce”ency Justice Prof. Dr
SCHOLARLY Jordan al Saqgaf, Sheikh Seyyed Hasan
SCHOLARLY Lebanon ,':32:2”:2':eifleirgilr\]ﬂiifmiggdHussein
SCHOLARLY Ij;brﬁgﬂiﬁ;zb Nayed, Prof. Dr Aref Ali
SCHOLARLY Malaysia Bakar, Prof Dr Dato Osman
SCHOLARLY Morocco Azzouzi, Prof. Dr Abdelhaq
SCHOLARLY Morocco al Murini, Dr al Jilani

SCHOLARLY Pakistan Ansari, Zafar Ishaq

SCHOLARLY Pakistan Ahmed, Dr Israr

SCHOLARLY South Africa Esack, Prof. Farid

SCHOLARLY South Africa Moosa, Prof. Ebrahim
SCHOLARLY Syria le;IaItBtZrT, His Eminence Dr Abdul-
SCHOLARLY Syria al Bugha, Mustafa
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Not LISTED IN 2010

CATEGORY COUNTRY NAME
SCHOLARLY Turkey Sezgin, Prof. Dr Fuat
SCHOLARLY United States Abdullah, Dr Umar Faruq
SCHOLARLY United States Abou El Fadl, Dr Khaled
. Ahmed, His Excellency Ambassador

SCHOLARLY United States Akbar Salahuddin
SCHOLARLY United States Ayoub, Dr Mahmoud
SCHOLARLY United States Delorenzo, Sheikh Yusuf Talal
SCHOLARLY United States Al Islam, Amir
SCHOLARLY United States Kabbani, Sheikh Muhammad Hisham
SCHOLARLY United States Jackson, Sherman
SCHOLARLY United States Sachedina, Prof. Abdulaziz

. Mojaddedi, His Excellency
POLITICAL Afghanistan Sibghatullah
POLITICAL Bangladesh i\lal]zamh Motiur Rahman [Down from
POLITICAL Chad Bichara, Ahmat Ismael
POLITICAL Denmark Mojaddedi, Dr Asmat
POLITICAL Egypt El Zayat, Muntasir
POLITICAL Egypt Akef, Mahdi [Down from 12]

Taskhiri, His Eminence Ayatollah

POLITICAL Iran Mohammad-Ali

. Mohammad, His Excellency Dr
POLITICAL Malaysia Mahathir
POLITICAL Pakistan Ahsan, Barrister Chaudhry Aitzaz
POLITICAL Russia Umarov, Dokka
POLITIAL Tunisia Bacc.ouche, His Excellency Prof. Dr

Hedi

POLITICAL United Kingdom Ali, Mockbul
POLITICAL United Kingdom Malik, Shahid
ADMINISTRATIVE Albania Mucha, Haxhi Selim
ADMINISTRATIVE Austria Baghajati, Amina
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Not Listed in 2010

CATEGORY COUNTRY NAME

ADMINISTRATIVE Belarus ShaOabanovic, Sheikh Abu Baker
ADMINISTRATIVE Belgium ﬁmngﬁ' Dr Abdul-Aziz Mohammad
ADMINISTRATIVE Brazil Saib, Ahmed

ADMINISTRATIVE France Abu Bakr, Sheikh Prof. Dalil
ADMINISTRATIVE Iceland Tamimi, Salmann
ADMINISTRATIVE India Ahmad, Sheikh Aboobackar
ADMINISTRATIVE Iran Shahrestani, Seyyed Javad
ADMINISTRATIVE Jamaica Tijani, Marufat

ADMINISTRATIVE Lebanon Jabri, Dr Abdul-Nasser
ADMINISTRATIVE Lithuania Jakubauskas, Romas
ADMINISTRATIVE Morocco Benbin, Prof. Dr Ahmad Shawqi
ADMINISTRATIVE Nigeria Adegbite, Dr Lateef Oladimeji
ADMINISTRATIVE Nigeria Orire, Justice Abdulkadir
ADMINISTRATIVE Portugal Munir, David

ADMINISTRATIVE Russia Sg\%ﬁgg‘;‘i’l’ociizhEmi”ence Sheikh
ADMINISTRATIVE Turkey Ayddn, His Excellency Mehmet
ADMINISTRATIVE Turkey Eren, His Excellency Halit
ADMINISTRATIVE Turkey Gormez, Dr Mehmet

ADMINISTRATIVE
ADMINISTRATIVE
ADMINISTRATIVE
ADMINISTRATIVE
ADMINISTRATIVE
ADMINISTRATIVE
ADMINISTRATIVE
ADMINISTRATIVE

PREACHERS

United Kingdom
United Kingdom
United Kingdom
United States
United States
United States
United States
United States

Saudi Arabia

Ali, Amjad

El Diwany, Tareq

Ghaffur, Tarique

Amr, Hady

Helminski, Sheikh Kabir
Kavakei, Prof. Dr Habz Yusuf Z
Al Shabazz, llyasah

Wahhaj, Siraj

Kalbani, Sheikh Adil
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Not Listed in 2010

CATEGORY COUNTRY NAME

WOMEN Afghanistan Samar, Dr Sima
WOMEN Belgium Ozdemir, Mahinur
WOMEN Egypt Al Halafawi, Jihani
WOMEN Indonesia Mulia, Siti Musdah
WOMEN Indonesia Munir, Lily Zakiyah
WOMEN Iran Hashemi, Faezeh
WOMEN Malaysia Aljeffri, Sharifah Zuriah
WOMEN Morocco Zitan, Naima

WOMEN Pakistan Bibi, Mukhtaran
WOMEN Pakistan Naim, Tanveer Kausar
WOMEN Saudi Arabia Al Huwaider, Wajeha
WOMEN Saudi Arabia Abu-Sulayman, Muna
WOMEN Turkey GYI, HayrYnnisa
WOMEN United States Niaz, Robina

WOMEN United States Wadud, Prof. Dr Amina
YOUTH Pakistan Zardari, Bilawal Bhutto
YOUTH Singapore Lazim, Razak Mohamed
YOUTH United States Ali, Baba
DEVELOPMENT Bahrain Sk (IS
DEVELOPMENT Canada Slimi, Imam Hamid
DEVELOPMENT China Mah, Mariah
DEVELOPMENT Germany Rieger, Abu Bakr
DEVELOPMENT Gibraltar Sasri, Mohamed
DEVELOPMENT Indonesia Anwar, Syabf)i
DEVELOPMENT Kuwait ﬁLSJ:)anhe%gms Excellency Prof. Dr
DEVELOPMENT Lebanon Fahs, Sheikh Seyyed Hani
DEVELOPMENT Palestine Abu Awwad, Ali
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Not Listed in 2010

CATEGORY COUNTRY NAME

DEVELOPMENT South Africa Jeenah, Naecem

DEVELOPMENT Spain Escudero, Dr Mansur A

DEVELOPMENT Sudan Osman, Salih Mahmoud

DEVELOPMENT Turkey Benli, Fatma

DEVELOPMENT Uni.t ed Arab Al Mahmoudi, Hussein Mohammad
Emirates

DEVELOPMENT United States Awad, Nihad

DEVELOPMENT United States Cader, Rushdi Abdul

DEVELOPMENT United States Khera, Farhana

DEVELOPMENT United States Al Marayati, Salam

DEVELOPMENT United States Nashashibi, Rami

DEVELOPMENT United States Omar, Manal

DEVELOPMENT United States Riaz, Dr Khalid

,SHCEICEPI;I]\CIgf CI)\I é)Y Iran Gholshani, Dr Mehdi

SCIENCE AND Kuwait Al Shamlan, Prof. Dr Ali Abdullah

TECHNOLOGY

SCIENCE AND Syria Dayeh, Her Excellency l?r Kawkab al

TECHNOLOGY Sabah Mohammad Jamil

SCIENCE AND United States Chakaki, Mohamad

TECHNOLOGY

"Sf%?gﬁgﬁg GDY United States El Hibri, Fuad

ARTS AND CULTURE Canada A, DT Ly

ARTS AND CULTURE Canada Amir, Amin

ARTS AND CULTURE Canada K’naan (Kanaan Warsame)

ARTS AND CULTURE Denmark Bachiri, Isam and Qadri, Waqas

ARTS AND CULTURE Iran Abedini, Reza

ARTS AND CULTURE Pakistan Ahmad, Salman

ARTS AND CULTURE Singapore Jalil, Iskandar

ARTS AND CULTURE United Kingdom Azzam, Khaled
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Not Listed in 2010

CATEGORY

COUNTRY

NAME

ARTS AND CULTURE
ARTS AND CULTURE

ARTS AND CULTURE

ARTS AND CULTURE

MEDIA
MEDIA
MEDIA
MEDIA

MEDIA

MEDIA
MEDIA

RADICALS

RADICALS

RADICALS

United States
United States

United States

United States

Egypt
Netherlands
Turkey

United Kingdom
United Kingdom

United States
United States

Indian-Administered
Kashmir

Palestine-Jordan

Saudi Arabia

Canon, Anas
Hammad, Suheir
Sulaiman, Amir

Usman, Azhar

Heikal, Mohammad Hassanein
Dami, Abdellah

Bulae, Ali

Alibhai-Brown, Yasmin

Sardar, Ziauddin

Lekovic, Edina

Taylor, Tayyibah
Azhar, Maulana Masood

Al Maqgdisi, Abu Muhammad Asem

Al Hawali, Dr Safar bin Abdul-
Rahman
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Al"#$%E'($%
Barakzai, Shukria33
Farid, Andeishd 37
Gilani, Pir Sayyed Ahméd.8
Haqgqgani, Sirajuddiri68
Hekmatyar, Gulbuddiri67
Karzai, His Excellency President Hadii®
Mohseni, Saad 64
Omar, Mullah Muhammad 67
Quraishi, Colonel Shabd&3
Samandar, Rahimullah64
Samim, Dr Abdul Zahir ShaHd 8
Sarabi, Her Excellency Dr Habib&4

A)*$%&$
Bardhi, His Eminence Haxhi Dede Redlz@
Koci, Habz Sabri20

A)"+,&%
BouteRika, His Excellency President Abdel#yiz
Cherif, H.E. Ambassador Prof. Dr Must@fa
Ghlamallah, His Excellency Bouabdelab
Haddam, Anwar NLO7

A%"-)$
Drame, Famaf43

A"+%(&%$
Garcia, Prof. Muhammad 1495
Hallar, Muhammad Yusuf23

A'ZSIMS).&/+
Nasheed, His Excellency Mohanig@

AO'(,$)&S$
Aly, Waleedl04
El Imam, Sheikh Fehniio4
El Masri, Hazen147
Houli, Bacharl38

A0'(,&$ 162
Dirie, Waris134
Shakfeh, Anna$20

Al+*$&2%$%
Aliyev, His Excellency President Ilhah®
Bayramov, Vugat44
Ibrahimoglu, ligar101

Pashazade, Sheikh ul Islam Haji Allahshukur Huni@ht

Qasimov, Alim156

B$#,$&%
Al Zayani, Afnari31
Yaquby, Nizan®7

B$%")$.+#
Abed, Fazle Hasd5
Hossain, Dr Hameed&33
Rahman, Mohammad FazI@f8
Wazed, Her Excellency Sheikha Hagita
Yunus, Mohammad 45
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BELARUS
Kanapatsky, Ibragim 146
Voronovich, Ismail Mukharemovich 120

BosNia
Karic, Dr Enes 103

BoOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA
Ceric, His Eminence Sheikh Professor Dr Mustafa 86
Mahmutcehajic, His Excellency Prof. Dr Rusmir 146

BraziL
Bin Juned, His Eminence Dr Ustaz Haji Awang Abd Aziz 101
Othman, Abdul-Baqi Sayed 123

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM
Waddaulah, His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin 79

BuULGARIA
Hadzhi, His Eminence Mustafa Alish 146

BURKINA Faso
Aboubakary, Maiga 144
Dokori, Dr Abu Bakr 100

BURUNDI
Nkunduwiga, Haruna 143

CAMBODIA
Adam, H.E. Zakaryya 118

CANADA
Alshareef, Muhammad 147
Badawi, Dr Jamal 129
Baksh, Nazim 166
Delic, Imam Dr Zijad 124
Doueiri, Dany 148
Kheddar, Cherifa 131
Kutty, Faisal 153
Nawaz, Zarqa 159
Valiante, Wahida 124

CHAD
Abakar, Sheikh Hussain Hassan 117
Deby Itno, His Excellency President Idriss 109

CHILE
Torres, Sheikh Ismail 105

CHINA
Arshad, Mufti Mohammad 119
Chengzhi, Zhang 157
Guangyuan, Imam Chen Chen 119
Kadeer, Rebiya 174
Noor Deen, Haji (Mi Guang Jiang) 157
Yue, Ma 157

CoLOMBIA
Al Colombi, Dawood Abdl Ghafur 105
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C!"# $019%!&'#
Abdoulaziz, Sheikh Sartid4

CI("&(
Alili, Habz Aziz162

C)*+,
Al Haggani, Sheikh Mehmet Nazim Adil al QubR&si

C-#./ R#*+01&.
Omic, Imam Emir128
Sanka, Vladimid21

D#23('4
Khader, Nasset12
Pederson, Abdul Wahiti21

E.+($!
Dassum, Dr Layla05
Suquillo, Juari24

E5)*"
Abdelkafy, Sheikh Dr Omar27
Abo Auf, Dr Ezzal55
Abulmagd, His Excellency Prof. Dr KarhéB
Al Aswany, Alad 55
Al GAwa, Sheikh Dr Mohammed S&ifn
Al Husseini, Dr Abd Allai15
al Tayeb, His Eminence Professor Dr Sheikh Ahmad Muha#dtnad
Al Zawabhiri, Aymarl67
Badie, Dr Mohamme®&0, 169
ElBaradei, Dr Mohame#2, 107
El Naggar, Zaghlodl51
GomaOa, His Eminence Sheikh DA@\li
Hosni, Mostafal37
Howeidy, Dr FahmyL63
Khaled, Amr56
Masoud, Moez37
Mubarak, His Excellency President Muhammad Hb8Wi
Schleifer, Prof. Dr Suleiman Abdall68
Tiblawi, Sheikh Mohammati61

E1 S(1%($!
Al Salvadori, Mustafa23
Qattan, Dr AhmadL05

E,"12&(
Harsinov, His Emminence, Ahméa@3

E"/&*&(
Idris, His Eminence Hajji Oma00

F&21(2%
Daher, Okanl21
El Fatatry, Mohamed52
Ismail, Atik 146

F'2.#
al Hussayni, His Royal Highness Shah K&m
Bechari, Dr Mohammad13
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INDEX

Bencheikh, Sheikh Soh&ib3
Deghati, Reza58

Guiderdoni, Dr Bruno Abd al Haqth3
Moussaoui, Mohammed21

GAMBIA
Jah, His Excellency Ambassador Prof. Dr Qidar

GERMANY
Denffer, Dr Ahmed vori03

GHANA
Abass, Mohammed37

GUYANA
Khan, Faizull47
Shah, Ryhaat59

INDIA
Al Azhari, Mufti Muhammad Akhtar Raza Khan QaafBri
Bukhari, Syed Ahmati19
Engineer, Asghar Ali01, 172
Kalam, His Excellency Dr A P J Abdbil
Khan, Shahruki57
Madani, Maulana Mahmoo85
Naik, Dr Zakir127
Qasmi, Maulana Badruddin AjmaB9
Qaudri, Professor Sayid Ameen Midri
Rahman, Allah Rakhk57
Sadiqg, Maulana Kalle01
Saheb, His Holiness Dr Syedna Mohammad Burhann@@din

INDONESIA
Alawiyaah, Prof. Dr Tutl33
Amalee, Irfanl37
Bagir, Haidar164
Bashir, Abu Bakat68
Baswedan, Aniek01
Bayuni, Endy M164
Gymnastiar, Abdullah OAa GyeiD
Indrawati, Sri MulyaniL19
Maarif, Syap102
Mahfudz, Sahal19
Mohammad, Goenawah65
Muhammad, Huseirl33
Mumpuni, Tri 151
Rosa, Helvy Tiana57
Shihab, Quraisi28
Siradj, Dr KH Said Agb4
Syamsuddin, Professor Dr M Cgd
Ulfah, Hajjah Marial62
Umar, Dr Nasaruddirl19
Yudhoyono, His Excellency President Susilo Bami¥ang
Zulminarni, Nani133

IRAN
Ahmadinejad, His Excellency President Mahniidl
Amoli, His Eminence Grand Ayatollah Abdullah Ja®adi
Ansari, Anousheti51
Damad, His Eminence Ayatollah Prof. Dr Seyyed Mostafa Moh&jhegh
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Index

Djalal, Dr Dino Pattiin

Ebadi, Shirim31

Ebtekar, Her Excellency Dr Masoumeh

Ismail, Dr Wan Azizah Wan1

Jafari, General Mohammad Al

Jalili, Saaedo8

Khamenei, His Eminence Grand Ayatollah Hajj Sayyid Ali
Khatami, His Excellency Mohammas$

Mousavi, His Excellency Mir-Hoss@#8) 171

Nazeri, Shahransss

Rafsanjani, His Excellency Ayatollah Ali Akbar Hastusmi
Rahnavard, Zahre

Salehi, Dr Ali Akbars1

Shirazi, His Eminence Grand Ayatollah Nasir Makayim
Sobhani, His Eminence Ayatollah Jafar

Soroush, Abdolkaring;

Vaez-Tabasi, His Eminence Ayatollah Ahbas

IrRAQ
Al Baghdadi, Abbas Shakir al Fatigl
Al Baghdadi, Abu Omai6;
Al Khoei, Sayyed Jawag
Al Najapb, Dr al Sheikh Ali Bash&
al Najab, His Eminence Grand Ayatollah Bgshir
Al Sadr, His Eminence Ayatollah al Fagih Seyyed Husseimpmail
Al Sadr, Sheikh Mugtadas
Dari, Harith 108
Fayadh, His Eminence Grand Ayatollah Mohammad kha§
Hakim, His Eminence Grand Ayatollah Mohammed &&id
Kubaisi, Sheikh Dr Ahmect;
Odhaib, Madeeha Hasam
Sistani, His Eminence Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Hugsejro

ISRAEL
Salah, Sheikh Raeds

ITALY
Pallavicini, Imam Yahya Sergio Yahe
Pallavicini, Sheikh Abd Al Wahidg
Qaddorah, Jamal6

JaAMAICA
Muhammad, Mustafaz3

JORDAN
Abu Rashta, Atasg
Al Abbadi, His Excellency Abdul Salagyi169
al Abdullah, Her Majesty Queen Rasia
Al Meheid, Minwenss
Al Qudah, His Eminence Sheikh Dr Nuh Ali Salggan
Bin Al Hussein, His Majesty King Abdullah4)171
Bin Talal, His Royal Highness Prince El Haggan
Farhan, Ishaqis
Husseini, Ranas1
Khasawneh, His Eminence Sheikh Abdul Kg&m

KENYA
Khalifa, Sheikh Mohammed3
Mazrui, Dr Ali AlDAmimoo
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Index

KI"#!
Thagi, His Excellency Prime Minister Hashim 113
Trnava, His Eminence Sheikh Naim 121

K$%&'(
Al Afasy, Sheikh Mishary bin Rashid 161
Al Kharafi, Nasser 139
Al Mutawa, Dr Naif 163
Al Mutawa, Jassem 163
Dashti, Dr Rola 173
Sweidan, Sheikh Dr Tariq 163

L&(#'&
Uldis, Berzins 158

L)*&+!+
Al Sadr, Rabab 141
Assaf, Roger 155
Daouk, Amine M 116
Hariri, His Excellency Saad Rafic 108
Nashabeh, Prof. Dr Hisham 116
Nasrallah, Seyyed Hasan 62, 170
Qabbani, His Eminence Dr Mohammad Rashid 98

L* &+ A-&* J&.&I'-'\&
Al Sharif, Prof. Dr Muhammad Ahmed 116
Gaddafi, His Excellency Colonel Muammar 78
Gaddafi, His Excellency Saif al Islam Muammar 141

M&0&%'
Chabulika, Sheikh Dinala 143
King'ombe, Sheikh Aman 117

M&0&,"&
Abidin, His Majesty SPB Yang DiPertuan Agong Tuanku Mizan Zainal 111
Al Akiti, Dr Muhammad Afifi 102
Al Attas, Dr Syed Muhammad Naquib 102
Anwar, Zaynah 134
Ibrahim, Dato Mashitah 128
Ibrahim, His Excellency Dr Anwar 92, 111
Kader, Mohideen Abdul 145
Nik Mat, Dato’ Haji Nick Abdul Aziz 119
Raihan 157
Razak, Najib Tun 111
Shukor, Dr Sheikh Muszaphar 152

M&O1'#)"
Saeed, Mohamed Shaheem Ali 120

M&0!
Keita, Salif 156
Touré, His Excellency President Amadou Toumani 110

M&S$-'(&+'&
Bah, Prof. Dr Mohammed el Mokhtar Ould 118
Bin Bayyah, His Eminence Sheikh Abdullah 80
El Mokhtar, Aminetou 133

M)2'3!
Rojas, Isa 105
Weston, Omar 147
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INDEX

MI"I##]
Abdul-Rahman, Prof. Dr Tah28
Altwaijiri, His Excellency Dr Abd al Aziz bin OUthgtan
Buhairi, Muhammad Ahmad55
His Majesty King Mohammed \36
Mernissi, Fatema31
Modghari, His Excellency Dr Abd al Kabli6
Yassine, Nadia32

MI$%&'()*+
Cheba, Sheikh Muhamade Abouldi4

N+,%-
Siddiqui, MuhammadiL34

N+./+"-%012
Benali, Abdelkadet58
El Mouhandiz, Raja&58
Mirza, Umar165

N+3 Z+%-%01
Ghani, Dr Anwarl23
Kireka-Whaangd 23

N(4+"
Mindaoudou, Her Excellency Dodo Aichatt28

N(4+"(%
Abubakar I, His Royal Eminence Amirul MuOminin Sheikh as Sultan Muhammad@Badadu
Ahmed, Dr Ibrahim Datti.00
Ajibola, His Excellency Prince Bak8
Ashafa, Imam Muhammati44
Bayero, His Royal Highness Amir al Haji Dr A26
Katsina, Sheikh Yakubu Mu$a7
Mohamed, Imam Ustaz Mugd 8

0&%0
Al Khalili, His Eminence Sheikh Ahmati6
al Sadid, His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bind8adid

P%5(2.9%0
Abd al Wahhab, Hajji MohammésB, 170
Ahmed, Qazi Hussaihl11
Akhtar, Hazrat Maulana Shah Hakeem Muhami@2i
Al Qadri, Dr Muhammad Tahi®3, 103
Chaudry, Chief Justice Iftikhar M5
Edhi, Abdul Sattat45
Hamid, Zaid 165
Hashmi, Dr Farhafl02
Jamshed, Junaitb8
Kayani, General Ashfdd 1
Khan, Dr Abdul Qadeed2, 152
Lodi, Her Excellency Ambassador Dr Malektia
Najab, His Eminence Grand Ayatollah Muhammad Hu&€&in
Parveen, Abidd58
Qadiri, Sheikh Muhammad llyas Attar QadioR, 170
Rahman, Atta-Ur152
Rahman, Maulana Fazlad 1
Saeed, Habz Mohammaé8
Shaikh, Mohamma®3, 128
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Shakil-ur-Rahman, Mit6s

Siddiqui, Dr Anwar Hussairzo

Soomro, Dr Khalid Mehmootk8

Usmani, His Eminence Justice Sheikh Muhammadséaqi
Zafar, Roshanels4, 173

PI"#$%&'# (WH$% B!'(/G!))
Abbas, His Excellency President Mahmmigd
Abu Awwad, Khaled1
Abu Elaish, Dr Izzeldin1
Abu Sarah, Azizq1
Al Tamimi, His Eminence Justice Sheikh Dr Tayseer §ajab
El Fageeh, Khouloud2
Haniyah, Ismaiko8
Khanfar, Waddaheé3
Kuttab, Daoucdi64
Mashaal, Khaleds
Omer, Mohammedy1
Sabri, His Eminence Sheikh Dr Ikrima Sa®id

P*&"&++&'#$
Abubakar, Ismael4s
Busran Lao, Yasmii34
Guiapal, Aleem Siddiqgiy3
Misuari, Nur 112
Rasul-Bernardo, Amingys
Rasul, Santanina Tillah4
Tomawis, Samira Gutags

P,-%./"
Vakil, Abdool Magid Abdool Karinei

Q1%!-
Al Missned, Her Highness Sheikha Mozah bint Nagser
Al Qaradawi, Sheikh Dr Yussif
al Thani, Her Excellency Sheikha Aisha bint Faleh bin Nasser
al Thani, Her Excellency Sheikha Mayssa bint Hagaad
Al Thani, His Highness Emir Sheikh Hamad bin Khesifa
Husain, Magbool Fidasé
Philips, Dr Abu Ameenah Biled4
Younis, Ahmedi73

R.$$&!
Kadyrov, His Excellency President Ramzan
Minnikhanov, His Excellency President Dr Rustgm
Nasibullahoglu, Mufti Cafari, 122
Yevloyev, Akhmedh3

SLO& A-11&!
Al Ajmi, Sheikh Ahmed Ali61
Al Faisal, His Royal Highness Prince Mohammed
Al Faiz, Norah Abdallaty2
Al Ghamdi, Sheikh Sadd ibn Sadid
Al Madani, Dr Ahmad Mohamed Alig
Al Madkhali, Sheikh RabiO ibn Haadi OUrsayr
Al Mubayqali, Sheikh Mahir bin Hamed
Al Ouda, Sheikh Salmas
Al Qarni, Dr Aaidhs2
Al Rajhi, Sulaiman Abdul Aziz;
Al Saffar, Hasan Musg
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Al Saud, His Majesty King Abdullah bin OAbd AlZ8Aziz

Al Saud, His Royal Highness Prince al Waleed bin Talal bin AbdLB®ziz
Al Shatri, Sheikh Abu Baki61

Al Sheikh, His Eminence Sheikh Abdul Aziz Ibn Abdulla#&al
Al Shugairi, Ahmad .37

Al Shuraim, Sheikh Abu Ibrahim SaOud ibn Muhani®ad

Al Sudais, Sheikh abdul Rahnig1

Al Sudais, Sheikh Abdul Rahm@®

Bin Laden, Baki42

Bin Laden, Osama67

Kreidie, Dr Sami39

Obaid, Thoraya Ahmeiti42

Olayan, Lubnd 16

SI"I#$%
Cisse, His Eminence Sheikh Ahmad Tijan83li
NOdour, Youssdlb6

S&"#3$'()!
Kassim, Ustaz Ibrahirb03
Nassir, Mohammed 38
Rasheed, His Excellency Zainul Abitili2

S(*$%&S$
Ahmed, His Excellency President Sheikh Sharif Shiikh
Aweys, Sheikh Hassan Dahii0
Elmi, Asha Hajil44
Osman, Hibaad.32

S(+,- A)&/$
Amla, Hashim156
As-Sub, Sheikh Abd al QadR25
Bhika, Zain156
Desai, Mufti Ebrahin®9
Esack, Farid72
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