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Gambia.

160. Darrell Bouldin, National Coordinator,
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162.

163.

164.

165.

166.

167.

168.

SELECTED LETTERS OF SUPPORT

Murziq Aboudunrin Etti, Magistrate, Lagos
State Judiciary, Nigeria.

Sibertin-Blanc, Director, Adem-
Informatique, France..

Maya Safira Muchtar, Founder, Islamic
Movement for Non-Violence, Indonesia.

Rev.Dr.Anand Krishna, Anand Ashram
Foundation, Indonesia.

Sheikh Dr.Shaheed Satardien, Secretary
General of the International Islamic
Leadership Justice and Peace Conference,
Ireland.

Ufuk Gokcen, Ambassador, Permanent
Observer of the OIC to the UN
New York, USA.

Gamini Foneska JP, Chairman, Sadaham
Foundation of Australia(Buddhist), Australia.
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169. Cassam Uteem, former President of the
Republic of Mauritius.

86



SELECTED EVENTS HELD IN
HONOUR OF WIHW

The first week of February 2010 year saw over 200
events, in over 40 countries honouring the First World
Interfaith Harmony Week. From events such as a quiz at
a school in Kerala, to formal events at the UN; from
harmony breakfasts in numerous countries to mutual
visits to places of worship. These and many more events
highlight the desire by so many to live in peaceful co-

existence and harmony with those of other faiths.

A complete listing of the events held for WIWH 2011
are at:
http://worldinterfaithharmonyweek.com/events-
calendar/

Here are a selected few:

e Screening of the documentary “Out of
Cordoba: Averroes and Maimonides” at
Hartford Seminary, USA.
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World Interfaith Harmony Lunch - The
Interfaith Centre of Melbourne, Australia.
Poster Exhibition of Different Religions of the
World and an Interreligious Harmony Rally,
University of Dhaka, Bangladesh.

Promoting interfaith cooperation and peace
through poetry, Metro FM Radio, Nairobi,
Kenya.

Lecture — Jordan A Model of Harmony,
Baptism Site, Amman, Jordan.

MCB Inter Faith Relations Commitee
Presents...“Ways of Peaceful Co-existence in
Multi-Cultural Britain” Description: As part of
the UN’s International Inter Faith Harmony
Week, the regional MCB Inter Faith
Comumittee invites you to a programme of
talks, poster exhibition, films and refreshments.
London, UK.

In celebration of World Interfaith Harmony
Week The United Nations Alliance of

Civilizations in collaboration with the UN

88



SELECTED EVENTS HELD IN HONOUR OF WIHW

Department of Public Information invites you
to a special screening of \"OUT OF
CORDOBA: Averroes and Maimonides in
Their Time and Ours\" A Documentary Film
by Jacob Bender Produced by MLK
Producciones of Spain, USA.

An event open to all Permanent Missions,
Observers and UN agencies. Talks on interfaith
harmony. UN Headquarters, NY, USA.

The Committee of religious NGOs at the UN
and the NGO Section of the UN Department
of Public Information are hosting an Interfaith
Breakfast. USA.

Seminar by Ministry of Culture of the
Republic of Kazakhstan at Palace of Peace,
Astana, Kazakhstan.

The Matheson Trust is inviting church leaders-
-Anglican, Catholic and Evangelical-- to
initiate an interfaith dialogue between Muslim
residents, church leaders and Christian residents

of the local community, Westerham, UK.
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The Inter Religious Council (IRC) Indonesia
is organizing a large celebration for the World
Interfaith  Harmony Week. The event is
estimated to be attended by 10,000 people of
all faiths. Speakers include Speakers of both
People’s Consultative Assembly and the
Parliament of RI. Leaders of religious councils
such as Dr. M.Din Syamsuddin will also deliver
their message for harmony and peace, Istora
Stadium, Jakarta, Indonesia.

During the week of February 7th, Harvard
University will celebrate Harvard Interfaith
Awareness Week with events aimed at
promoting interfaith dialogue and
understanding. Harvard University, USA.

The Euphrates Institute in concert with the
Interfaith Encounter Association will host an
interfaith encounter event at the Everest Hotel
in Bethlehem, West Bank, Palestine.

Hosted by the Boston University School of

Theology, a Christian seminary, this service
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features the Boston University Imam as its
guest preacher and a local Jewish peace activist
as a guest prayer leader. The service is an
intentional act of interfaith (specifically Jewish-
Christian-Muslim) worship. Our theme is the
revelation of God in the different Abrahamic
traditions, Marsh Chapel, Boston University,
USA.

Luncheon of leading figures of various religions
with the Prime Minister of Malaysia YAB Dato
Sri Mohd Najib Tun Abdul Razak, The
International Institute of Advanced Islamic
Studies (IAIS) Malaysia Putrajaya, Malaysia.
Meeting of members of various religions and
interfaith dialogue groups. Speakers:former
Dutch Prime Minister Ruud Lubbers,
(Christian ~ Democrat), Rabbi  Awraham
Soetendorp, Dr. Umit Tas, chairman of Islam
and Dialogue, and Marlies ter Borg, author of
Sharing Mary, Bible and Qur'an Side by Side,
Continental Art Centre, Rotterdam,
Netherlands.
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SELECTED NEWS REPORTS
ABOUT WIHW

A selection of news reports about the WIHW can be
found at
http://worldinterfaithharmonyweek.com/the-world-

interfaith-week-in-the-news/

Here are a few of them.

World Interfaith Harmony Week is chance to
promote dialogue, says ecumenical leader

Dr Tveit encouraged WCC members to use World
Interfaith Harmony Week as an opportunity to engage
with other faiths.

He said: “We invite the member churches of the

WCC to celebrate this week of interfaith harmony by

reaching out to people of other faiths in their
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communities and thus showing the love of God and

love of neighbour, the primary themes of the week.”

ote.dialogue.says.ecumenical leader/27448.hum

Religious Leaders Promote Interfaith Harmony

China's five national religious associations gathered in
Beijing on January 28 to issue a Joint Declaration on
Promoting Religious Harmony. Representatives from
the Buddhist Association of China, the Taoist
Association of China, the Islamic Association of China,
the Chinese Patriotic Catholic Association and the
China Christian Council spoke in support of the
declaration.

The declaration follows a UN General Assembly decision
last year to declare the first week of February every year
as World Interfaith Harmony Week. Representatives

94


http://www.christiantoday.com/article/world.interfaith.harmony.week.is.chance.to.promote.dialogue.says.ecumenical.leader/27448.htm
http://www.christiantoday.com/article/world.interfaith.harmony.week.is.chance.to.promote.dialogue.says.ecumenical.leader/27448.htm

SELECTED NEWS REPORTS ABOUT WIHW

from China's religious groups all expressed their belief in

harmony and peace at the meeting.

OIC SG hails UN proclamation of World
Interfaith Harmony Week

Ref: Secretary-General of the Organization of the
Islamic Conference (OIC) Prof. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu
hailed the passing of the UN General Assembly
Resolution proclaiming the first week of February each
year as the World Interfaith Harmony Week. He
highlighted the fact that the UN resolution falls in line
with OIC policies, including the initiative for interfaith
dialogue by the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques,
Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia. The OIC
chief executive, in a message released from Jeddah
Sunday, also extended his warm felicitations and
congratulations to His Majesty, King Abdullah II, of
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan for his vision and
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wisdom in initiating the proposal and for its ultimate
adoption by the world body. He called on the OIC
member-states and the international community to
observe the World Interfaith Harmony Week every
year in a befitting manner so as to help engender a
culture of tolerance and understanding among diverse
faiths and civilizations. “Promoting interfaith harmony
lies at the heart of the priority accorded to cultural
diplomacy of the OIC,” said Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu.
“Observance of the World Interfaith Harmony Week
will serve peoples of all faiths and beliefs to coexist in

peace, harmony and goodwill,” he added.

hutp://www.en.bdtodaynews.com/2010/11/02/oic-sg-hails-un-proclamation-of-world-

interfaith-harmony-week/
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LETTER FROM

His MAJESTY KING ABDULLAH 11

TO THE NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST
3 FEBRUARY 2011

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful,
Mr. President,
My Dear Friends,

The National Prayer Breakfast brings people together
each year, not only in fellowship, but in earnest prayer
(each to their own faith): that our generation may do
God's will on earth. I am honored to join your
endeavor, by letter, this morning; as I joined you in

person just five years ago.

In all three of the monotheistic faiths, we share the two
greatest commandments to love God and to love our

neighbor. We are thus bound—each and every one of
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us— by our own faiths to reach out to each other as
neighbors with goodwill and mutual respect; we must
all help ease each other’s suffering and want, and
promote justice, peace and harmony.

We are also linked not only by belief but also and
more basically by our common humanity. However, it
is only by truly understanding the best in our faiths and
in our common humanity that we can serve God and
protect our children's future. In this vein, Jordan has a
long and proud heritage of tolerance and moderation.
Today, Jordanians are working systematically and
boldly to expand the zone of understanding and

dialogue around the world.

We began within our own Islamic community, the
world's 1.5 billion Muslims. Six years ago, we issued
the Amman Message, which sets forth Islam's call for
tolerance, respect, justice, and mercy. The initiative
strikes at the roots of extremism by building consensus
on three essential points: Who is a Muslim and what

constitutes essential Muslim belief? Who has the right

98



APPENDIX I

to give a fatwa, a religious ruling? And does anyone

have the right to call someone an apostate in Islam?

The Amman Message has been supported by recognized
religious scholars throughout the Muslim world. The
late Grand Sheikh of Al Azhar, the highest authority in
Sunni Islam, called its three points, "The best resource
for those who wish to travel along the straight path in
their words and their actions, and in their spiritual and

religious life."

In 2007, Jordan initiated and supported the launch of the
historic "A Common Word" initiative, promoting
Muslim-Christian harmony. This open letter, signed by
138 Muslim scholars, was sent to the leaders of Christian
Churches around the world. It articulates a platform for
peaceful relations between Christians and Muslims, based
on the core commandments of our faiths. Speaking at
the King Hussein Mosque in Amman in 2009, His
Holiness Pope Benedict XVI observed that the theme of
the Common Word letter was consistent with his first
Encyclical: in his words, "the unbreakable bond between

love of God and love of neighbor, and the fundamental
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contradiction of resorting to violence or exclusion in the

name of God."

Last year, 2010, Jordan took the message of religious
harmony, peace and love to the whole world, to all faiths,
and people of no faith. With support from numerous
friends, we achieved a unanimous consensus for a U.N.
resolution establishing World Interfaith Harmony Week.
This will be an annual, voluntary occasion for people of’
every faith to express their own religious teachings about
tolerance, respect for others, and peace.

The World Interfaith Harmony Week will take place
all over the world during first week of February each
year starting this year, happily coinciding with the
Congress Prayer breakfast, now in its 59 year. It is
our hope that during this time every year, more and
more people will come together, as you are doing

today, in growing goodwill and understanding.
Thank-you,

May God’s peace and blessings be with you all.

100






THE ROYAL ISLAMIC STRATEGIC STUDIES CENTRE
ENGLISH MONOGRAPH SERIES - BOOK NO. 10






