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 And hold !rmly to the rope of Allah all 
together and do not become divided. 

Qur'an
Aal `Imran, 3:103
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In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful
May Peace and Prayers be upon the Seal of the Prophets

Friends and fellow scholars, 
Assalamu alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah,

Two years ago I entrusted Dr Abdul Nasser Abul Bassal with 
preparing biographies of great Jordanian scholars who have 
shaped the scholarly legacy of this country since its incep-
tion. A"er much study it became clear to me that Jordan has 
produced more than its fair share of devoted and righteous 
scholars. However, I was le" wondering why our convoy 
of scholars have not played their natural role in guiding 
and enlightening the Ummah. #e conclusion I reached is 
that Jordanian scholars did not a$ain fame or their rightful 
standing among the world’s scholars in Jordan and beyond 
for three main reasons:

First, Jordan is a country of limited means and its scholars 
have not received the %nancial and administrative support 
they deserved, due to the paucity of the country’s resources.

Second, there does not exist in Jordan a body that can 
support, publish and stand by the works and writings of 
scholars in any methodical and systematic way. 

#ird, the scholars themselves have been preoccupied 
with the di&erences between them. And although they 
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are all Sunnis, they belong to—and support— di&erent 
and competing madhabs, schools of thought and political 
a)liations.

#is brings us to the purpose of our gathering here today: 
the establishment of an association for Jordanian scholars 
that will support them, spread their work and unite them, 
i.e. to resolve the three problems that, historically, have 
hindered them. #is noble initiative is the brainchild of Dr 
Bassam ‘Umoush whom I believe Jordanian scholars trust 
unanimously. Dr Abdul Nasser Abul Bassal also supported 
this initiative from the start and fought tirelessly for it so that 
today, by God’s Grace, their e&orts have come to fruition. I 
personally was honoured to join the Association a year ago, 
so please allow me to share with you some of my thoughts 
regarding the initiative. 

I am concerned that the Association not become a place 
where con*icts between di&erent madhabs, schools of 
thought, interests and goals %nd fertile soil. My hope is that 
it will be a place where all scholars meet: Sha% ìs; Hanbalis; 
Malikis; Hana%s; Su%s; Sala%s; Ash̀ aris; Maturidi; schol-
ars of reason; scholars of transmission; strict and tolerant 
scholars; progressive and traditional scholars; and hawks 
and doves can all congregate. My vision is for a place where 
everyone will meet: scholars of the state and scholars with 
party a)liations; where independent scholars and scholars 
of the Muslim Brotherhood can all come together. #e As-
sociation should be home to young and old scholars from all 
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over the Kingdom, from all backgrounds and origins, men 
on one side and women on the other. I hope that the only 
pre-conditions to be met are that members be true scholars 
recognised as such, or that they may at least hold a Master’s 
degree specializing in one of the sciences of Shariah. Fur-
ther, I hope that only three motives fuel discussion in the 
Association: fear of God, textual understanding and the 
judgment of conscience.

No one expects the scholars to always agree or produce a 
single opinion or to always reach a consensus; that is almost 
impossible. What is required is courteous and respectful 
discussion in a way that accepts the other and the other’s 
opinion with love and in a manner that preserves the other’s 
dignity even when disproving a point and when constructive 
criticism is being o&ered. God says: 

T hen God guided those who believed to the truth, 
regarding which they were at variance, by His leave; 

and God guides whomever He will to a straight path. (Al-
Baqarah, 2:213)

#e Prophet (peace be upon him) said it in other words: 
“My Ummah’s di1erences are a mercy”1.

Al-Imam Al-Ghazali, and perhaps Al-Imam Al-Sha% ì 
before him, said: 

1   Al-Ajlouni said in !"#$%& "'(!$"%"" 1/66: “Narrated by Al-Bayhaqi in 
)'(*"+,$"'”.
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“We hold that our doctrine is correct but it is possible 
that it might be incorrect, and the doctrine of those  
who disagree with us is incorrect but it is possible that 
it might be correct”2.

When we endeavor to exercise independent reasoning, 
none of us can claim or presume that he has a monopoly on 
the whole truth. Let us all commit ourselves to the Islamic 
consensus on the three points of the Amman Message re-
garding who is a Muslim, who has the right to issue fatwas 
and who has the right to declare someone an apostate and 
under what circumstances. Let us also commit ourselves to 
the charter of this association. If we all commit to this spirit, 
I believe that the Association will bring many rewards and, 
most importantly, will please God, in sha'Allah. 

I really hope that we do not incline towards our various 
schools and di&erent scholarly roots so much that we forget 
that Jordan is an independent state and not a province; with 
all respect, appreciation, admiration and love for others; we 
are not Saudis, nor Egyptians, nor Syrians, nor Iraqis; we 
are an independent sovereign state with a unique character. 
#erefore, the orientation of our scholarship should not be 
Saudi, Egyptian, Syrian or Iraqi; again, with all due respect 
to everyone and with appreciation of the Ummah’s scholars 

2   On the authority of Ibn Najeem Al-Hana!, )'()#$-"$&."'&/"0$"123 
1/418.
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whom God has blessed with knowledge. #ere is no author-
ity over us except for God, the Holy Qur'an and the Sunnah 
of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him).

When I was a young man it was said – and I do not know 
if this is still true today – that when the people of Salt return 
to their city, they would leave their titles, degrees and wealth 
at the Salt gas station and would enter their hometown as 
equals, the sons of well-known tribes and distinguished 
families. I hope that our scholars enter this Association in 
the same spirit, leaving behind their positions, titles and 
degrees and preparing for patient and calm debate, willing 
to listen with open hearts; ready to learn from others and be 
persuaded by them; open to be guided by others rather than 
wanting to guide them. 

Dear colleagues, I do not see that youth will return to any 
of us. Our breaths are %nite and death awaits us all, young 
and old, each at a time wri$en for them. God says: 

Nearer to you, {34} then nearer to you and nearer! 
{35} (Al-Qiyamah, 75:34-35)

And when death comes, none of this life’s pomp and 
circumstance, none of the prestige of scholarship and the 
respect and adulation of people will be of any use. God says:

My wealth has not availed me.  {28} My authority 
has gone 2om me’. {29} (Al-Haqqah, 69:28-29)

And a"er death, even our minds and our thoughts will 
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not be of any bene%t without certainty in God and a charac-
ter that pleases Him. God says:

T he day when neither wealth nor children will avail, 
{88} except him who comes to God with a heart 

that is sound. {89}(Al-Shù ara, 26:88-89)

And so I advise you, as I advise myself, not to waste the 
time we have le" in disagreement and con*ict. I advise 
you and myself to respect the opinion of the other without 
questioning his character or intentions. And I advise you 
and myself to be accepting of the pluralism of thought and 
fatwas and madhabs in Islam. God says:

And hold fast to God’s bond, together, and do not 
sca3er … (Aal `Imran, 3:103)

I also advise you and myself to use the Association to 
search for common ground and for useful knowledge that 
will speak for us when we are in our graves. God says:

Or is he who devotes himself [in worship] in the 
watches of the night, prostrating and standing, 

apprehensive of the [eventuality of the] Herea4er, and 
hoping for the mercy of his Lord … ? Say: ‘Are those who 
know equal with those who do not know?’ Only people of 
pith remember. (Al-Zumar, 39:9)

I assure you here today that as long as this spirit guides 
the Association, it will enjoy my moral and administrative 
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support, in addition to that of the World Islamic Sciences 
and Education University (W.I.S.E.). God says in the Holy 
Qur'an about the Jordanian Prophet Shù ayb (peace be upon 
him):

He said, ‘O my people, have you considered that I 
might be [acting] upon a clear proof 2om my Lord 

and that He has provided me with fair sustenance 2om 
Him? And I do not desire to be inconsistent in what I 
forbid you. I desire only to set things right so far as I am 
able. My success is only with God. In Him I trust and to 
Him I turn [repentant]. (Hud, 11:88)

Finally, it is my great pleasure to announce that His Maj-
esty King Abdullah II ibn Al-Hussein has given a piece of 
land on which to build a permanent home for the Associa-
tion. God says in the Holy Qur'an:

O you who believe, be patient and vie in patience, be 
steadfast; fear God so that you will prosper. (Aal 

Ìmran, 3:200)

May God bless 
your e&orts one and all,

Wassalamu alaykum wa rahmatu Allah
wa barakatuhu
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