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Analysis:

he sciences of traditional Islamic knowledge are very

pootly understood in the Islamic World, and taught only

in selective, abbreviated versions. Fundamentalism in-
creasingly rules the mosques and secular academic methodolo-
gies rule the institutes of learning in the Islamic World. Even in
the West, though Muslims have donated hundreds of millions
of dollars to create professorial chairs and academic centres in
leading western universities, these chairs and centres are invari-
ably run or occupied by non-Muslims (or secular Muslims), and
so the centres and chairs—funded by Muslims!—wind up be-
ing hostile, or at least unhelpful, to traditional Islam. This situ-
ation is leading to intellectual and spiritual impoverishment in
the Islamic World, a rise in fundamentalism, and ironically, at
the same time, a rise in secularism.

Purpose and Goal:

The purpose of this initiative is to restore knowledge and
teaching of traditional Islamic orthodox high culture and
scholarship in philosophy, theology, mysticism, jurisprudence,
Qur’anic exegesis, sociology, history and Arabic language and
grammar in the Islamic World in combination with traditional
Islamic teaching and preaching methods.

The goal of this initiative is to set up around so Integral
Chairs in the Islamic World each as a waqf (religious endow-
ment) in mosques and universities combined, occupied by
practicing Muslim scholars, and dedicated to the intellectual
and spiritual legacy of the greatest Muslim scholars and sages.
Thereafter, an international institute to connect and support
their activities must be established.






1.

ESTABLISHED CHAIRS

Abu Hamid Muhammad ibn Muhammad Al-Ghazali
(450-505 AH / 10581111 CE), Al-Agsa Mosque, Jerusalem
and Al-Quds University. (Wagqf and complete funding estab-
lished, 30.1.2012; professor to be appointed).

Ihya Ulum ad-Din

The Integral Chair for the Study of Imam
Al-Ghazali’s Work was established in Je-
rusalem at the Holy Al-Agsa Mosque, one
of Islam’s three holiest sites, and Al-%ds
University. The Chair enjoys full indepen-
dent administration and is the sole party in
charge of selecting students, offering schol-
arships and awarding the King Abdullah 11
ibn Al-Hussein Prize for the Study of Imam
Al-Ghazali’s Scholarly Legacy.

Fakhr Al-Din Al-Razi (543-606 AH / 1149-1209 CE), King
Hussein bin Talal State Mosque, Amman, Jordan, and Jor-
dan University and the World Islamic Sciences and Educa-
tion (W.LS.E.) University, Amman, Jordan. (Wagqf and com-
plete funding established, 30.1.2012; professor to be appointed).
Al-Tafsir al-Kabir

The King Abdullah 11 ibn Al-Hussein Wagf
for the Integral Chair for the Study of
Imam Fakhr Al-Din Al-Razi’s Work was
established at the King Hussein bin Ta-
lal Mosque, the University of Jordan and
W.LS.E. University. The Chair enjoys full
independent administration and is the sole
party in charge of selecting students, offer-
ing scholarships and awarding the King
Abdullah 11 ibn Al-Hussein Prize for the
Study of Imam Al-Razi’s Scholarly Legacy.






I0.

Abu Hamid Muhammad ibn Muhammad Al-Ghazali (Es-
tablished).

Fakhr Al-Din Al-Razi (Established).

The ‘Nine Saints’ (Wali Songa) (821-1008 AH / 1419-1600
CE approx.), Kotagede Mosque and the Islamic University of
Indonesia in Jogjakarta, Indonesia (Funding Promised).

Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Idris Al-Shafi’i (135—-204
AH / 767-820 CE), The Great Omari Mosque and Al-Azhar
University, the Gaza Strip, Palestine (Discussion Stage).
Al-Risalah

Ahmad Zarruq (846-899 AH / 1442-1493 CE), Misrata
Central Mosque and Misrata University, Misrata, Libya
(Discussion Stage).

Qawa'id al-Tasawwuf

Sayyid Muhammad ibn Ali Al-Senussi (1201-1275 AH
/ 1787-1859 CE), Bilal bin Rabah Mosque and Omar Al-
Mukhtar University, Bayda, Libya (Discussion Stage).

Abdullah bin Alawi Al-Haddad (1044-1132 AH / 1634—
1720 CE), Al-Muhdar Mosque and Al-Ahqaf University,
Tareem, Yemen (Discussion Stage).

The Book of Assistance, The Lives of Man, and Knowledge and
Wisdom

Abu Hanifa Nu'man ibn Thabit (80-148 AH / 699-767
CE), Abu Hanifa Mosque and University of Baghdad, Bagh-
dad, Iraq.

Figh al-Akbar

Malik ibn Anas ibn Malik (93-179 AH / 711-795 CE), Al-
Qarawiyyin Mosque and Al-Qarawiyyin University, Fez,
Morocco.

Al-Muwatta

Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Hanbal (164-241 AH / 780—
8ss CE), Qatar Mosque and Qatar University, Qatar.
Musnad



1. Muhammad ibn Ismail Al-Bukhari (196-256 AH / 810-870
CE), Miri Arab Madressah and Bukhara State University,
Bukhara, Uzbekistan.

Sahih Bukhari

12. Abu Dawud Sulayman ibn Ash’ath Azdi Sijistani (202275
AH / 817-889 CE), Al-Basra Mosque and Basra University,
Basra, Iraq.

Sunan Abu Dawud

13. Abu Abdullah Al-Hakim Al-Tirmidhi (204-292 AH /
820-905 CE), Herat Mosque and Herat University, Herar,
Afghanistan.

Khatm al-Awliya (Seal of the Saints), Kitab Bayan al-Farq,
and Kitab al-Ilal (Book of Reasons)

14. Muslim Al-Qushayri Al-Nishapuri (206-261 AH / 821-875
CE), Shaykh Zayed Mosque and Abu Dhabi University, Abu
Dhabi, UAE.

Sahih Muslim

15. Abu Abdullah Muhammad Ibn Majah (209-274 AH /
824-887 CE), Grand Mosque and Kuwait University, Ku-
wait.

Sunan, Tafsir, Tarikh

aC

"

An illuminated manuscript
of Sunan Ibn Majah



20.

21.

22

23.

. Abu Isa Muhammad Al-Sulami Al-Tirmidhi (209-279 AH

/ 824-892 CE), Sultan-Saodat Complex and Termez State
University, Termez, Uzbekistan.
Sunan al-Tirmidhi

. Ahmad ibn Shu’ayb Abd Al-Rahman Al-Nasa’i (214303

AH / 829-915 CE), Azadi Mosque and Turkmen State Uni-
versity, Turkmenistan.
Sunan al-Nasa'i

. Abu Jafar Muhammad ibn Jarir Al-Tabari (224-310 AH

/ 838-923 CE), Al-Omari Mosque and University of
Makassed, Beirut, Lebanon.
Tarikh al-Rusul wa al-Muluk, Tafsir Tabari

. Ahmad ibn Muhammad Al-Tahawi (228—323 AH / 843-935

CE), Sultan Salahuddin Abdul Aziz Mosque and University
of Malay, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
‘Agidah Tahawiyyah

Abu Mansur Muhammad Al-Maturidi (238-333 AH / 853—
944 CE), Faisal Masjid and International Islamic University,
Islamabad, Pakistan.

Kitab Al Tawhid

Abu Hasan Ali Al-Ashari (260-324 AH / 874—936 CE), Al-
Azhar Mosque and Al-Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt.
Kitab al-ibana ‘an usul al-diyana,

. Muhammad ibn 'Ali Abu Talib Al-Makki (386 AH / 996

CE), Bibi-Heybat Mosque and Baku Islamic University,
Baku, Azerbaijan.
Qut Al-Qulub

Abu Abdul Rahman Muhammad bin Hussein Al-Nisha-
puri Al-Sulami (325-412 AH / 994-1066 CE), Al-Firdous
Mosque and the University of Baghdad, Baghdad, Iraq.
Tabagat al-Sufiyyah

24.Syed Abul Hasan Al-Hujweri (‘Data Ganj Bakhsh’) (379-

469 AH / 990-1077 CE), Badshai Mosque and University of
the Punjab, Lahore, Pakistan.
Kashf Al-Mahjoub.
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25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31

32.

33.

Abu Bakr Ahmad bin Hussein Al-Khorasani Al-Bayhagqi
(384—458 AH / 994-1066 CE), Al-Fatech Mosque and the
University of Bahrain, Bahrain.

Sunan al-Bayhaqi

Ali ibn Ahmad Al-Wahidi (d. 468 AH / 1075 CE), Abd Al-
Qadir Mosque and Iraqgi University, Baghdad, Iraq.
Asbab al-Nuzul

Abd Al-Qadir Al-Jilani (470-561 AH / 1077-1166 CE),
Baitul Mukarram and University of Dhaka, Dhaka, Bangla-
desh.

Al-Fath ar-Rabbani (The Sublime Revelation)

Ahmed Al-Rifa'i (s11—576 AH / 1118—-1181 CE), Al-Rif2i
Mosque and Cairo University, Cairo, Egypt.

Halat al-Ahl al-Haqiqah al-Allah (The States of the People of
the Truth of Allah)

Khwaja Moinuddin Chisti (536-628 A.H / 1141-1230 CE),
the Akhbari Mosque, Ajmer, and Jamia Hamdard Univer-
sity, New Delhi, India.

Anis al-Arwa and Dalil al-Arifin

Shahab Al-Din Yahya Al-Suhrawardi (549-586 AH / 1155~
1191 CE), Great Mosque of Aleppo and the University of
Aleppo, Aleppo, Syria.

Kitab Hikmat al-Ishraq (‘The Philosophy of Illumination)

Muhyiddin Muhammad ibn ‘Arabi (561-638 AH / 1165~
1240 CE), Mosque of Cordoba, and Cordoba University,
Cordoba, Spain.

Al-Futuhat al-Makkiyyah

Umar ibn Ali ibn Al-Farid (s76-1373 AH / 1181-1235 CE),
Sultan Qaboos Grand Mosque and Sultan Qaboos Univer-
sity, Muscat, Oman.

Diwan

Al-Izz bin Abd Al-Salam (578-660 AH / 11821261 CE),
Umayyad Mosque and Damascus University, Syria.

Shajarat al-ma’ arif wa al-ahwal wa salih al-aqwal wa al-a* mal
(The Tree of the Gnostic Sciences and States and Pious Say-
ings and Deeds)



34. AbuHasan Al-Shadhili (s92—655 AH / 1196-1258 CE), Abu

35-

36.

37

38.

39.

40.

41

Abbas Al-Mursi Mosque and Alexandria University, Alex-
andria, Egypt.
Ahzaab

Jalal Al-Din Muhammad Rumi (603671 AH / 1207-1273
CE), Selimiye Mosque and Konya University, Konya, Turkey.
Mathnawi

Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Ahmad Al-Ansari Al-Qur-
tubi (611671 AH / 1214-1273 CE), Munya Abi'l-Khusavb
and Minia University, Upper Egypt, Egypt.

Tafsir al-Qurtubi

Mahmud Al-Alusi (613-688 AH / 1217-1270 CE), Nur As-
tana Mosque and Al-Farabi Kazakh National University,
Kazakhstan.

Ruh al-Ma" ani

Abdallah ibn Umar Al-Baydawi (630-708 AH / 1232-1308
CE), Bayazid Mosque and Istanbul University, Istanbul, Tur-
key.

Asrar ul-Tanzil wa Asrar ul-Ta'wil (The Secrets of Revelation
and The Secrets of Interpretation)

Yahya ibn Sharaf Al-Nawawi (631-676 AH / 1234-1278
CE), Umayyad Mosque and Damascus University, Damas-
cus, Syria.

Al-Minhaj bi Sharh Sahih Muslim

Tajuldin Abulfadl Ahmad bin Muhammad Ibn Ata’llah
Al-Iskandari (657-709 AH / 1260-1309 CE), Sultan Has-
san Mosque and the American University in Cairo, Cairo,

Egypt.
Hikam

Muhammad ibn Abu Bakr Ibn Qayyim Al-Jawziyyah
(691—751 AH / 1292-1350 CE), Tekkiye Mosque and Damas-
cus University, Damascus, Syria.

Zad al-Ma'ad (Provisions of the Hereafter)

. Ismail ibn Kathir (700-774 AH / 1301-1373 CE), Nuruddin

Zengi Mosque and Damascus University, Damascus, Syria.
Tafsir Ibn Kathir

II
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43

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

SI.

Baha Al-Din Nagshband Bukhari (717-791 AH / 1318-1389
CE), Bahauddin Complex and Bukhara State University,
Bukhara, Uzbekistan.

Abd Al-Rahman bin Muhammad Ibn Khaldun (732-808
AH / 1332-1406 CE), Al-Zaytuna Mosque and Al-Zaytuna
University, Tunis, Tunisia.

Al-Muqaddimah

Jalaluddin Al-Suyuti (849—911 AH / 1445-1505 CE), Aqmar
Mosque and Al-Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt.

Al-Itqan fi ‘Ulum al-Qur'an ('The Perfect Guide to the Sci-
ences of the Qur’an)

Mehmed Ebussud Efendi (895—981 AH / 1490-1574 CE),
Sultan Ahmad Mosque and Marmara University, Istanbul,
Turkey.

Tafsir Abu Su'ud

Ahmad Al-Sirhindi (971-1033 AH / 1564—1624 CE), Jamia
Masjid and Aligarh Muslim University, Delhi, India.
Maktubat (Collected Letters)

Shaykh Abd Al-Ghani Al-Nabulsi (1050-1143 AH / 1641~
1731 CE), Umayyad Mosque and Damascus University, Da-
mascus, Syria.

Idah al-Magsud min wahdat al-wujud (Clarifying What is
Meant by the Unity of Being)

Shah Waliullah Muhaddith Dehlvi (11141175 AH / 1703
1762 CE), Masjid Rasheed and Darul Uloom Deoband
Wagf, Deoband, India.

Hujjatullahil Baligha

Ahmed ibn Mohammed Tijani Al-Hassani Al-Maghribi
(1147-1230 AH / 1735-1815 CE), Grand Mosque in Medina-
Baye and the African American Muslim Institute, Senegal.
Hagiograpy: Kitab Jawahir al-ma'ani wa-bulugh al-amani fi
fayd Sidi Abil al-Abbas at-Tijani (Gems of Indications and
Attainment of Aspirations in the Overflowings of Sidi Abil
Abbas Tijani) by Sidi Ali Harazem Berrada (d. 1797)

Ahmad Ibn Ajiba (1160-1224 AH / 1747-1809 CE), Hassan
11 Mosque and Hassan 11 University, Casablanca, Morocco.
Iqaz al-Himam



52.

3.

54

55-

Uthman Dan Fodio (1167-1232 AH / 1754-1817 CE), Wurno
Juma'at Mosque and Usmanu Danfodiyo University, Sokoto,
Nigeria.

Ihya' al-Sunna wa Ikhmad al-bid'a

Emir Abd Al-Qadir Al-Jazairi (1222-1300 AH / 1808-1883
CE), Great Mosque of Algiers and University of Algiers, Al-
geria.

Kitab al-Mawagqif (Book of Stops)

Ahmed Raza Khan Barelvi (1272-1339 AH / 1856-1921 CE),
University of Mufti Akhtar Raza Khan in Bareilly, India or,
Dawat-e-Islami Movement (Muhammad Ilyas Qadri) Kara-
chi, Pakistan.

Fatawa Ridawiyya

Ashraf Ali Thanwi (1279-1361 AH / 1863-1943 CE), Darul-
Uloom and University of Karachi, Karachi, Pakistan.
Bahishti Zewar (Heavenly Ornaments)

Also considered:

Y2'qub ibn Ishaq Al-Kindi (184-259 AH / 801-873 CE)
Abu Nasr Muhammad Al-Farabi (258-338 AH / 872—950
CE)

Abu Al-Hasan Ali Al-Mawardi (361-449 AH / 972—1058
CE)

Abu ‘Ali Al-Husayn ibn ‘Abd Allah Ibn Sina (369-428 AH
/ 980-1037 CE)

Muhammad bin Ahmad bin Rushd (s19-594 AH / 1126-
1198 CE)

13
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SPECIAL FEATURES

The Integral Chairs are set up in the Islamic World only (or
in what was at one point part of the Islamic World), usually
in a place associated with the Islamic scholar to whom it is

dedicated.

. 'The Integral Chairs are set up as Waqfs (religious endow-
ments donated in perpetuity).

The Integral Chairs are set up on the Cambridge University
model with three independent legal, financial and academic

boards.

. 'The Integral Chairs are set up so that the occupant is com-
mitted both to free instruction in the traditional way at a
mosque (to whoever wants to learn), and teaching at a re-
spected university.

The Integral Chairs are set up dedicated NOT to a particular
discipline or subject, but rather to a great Islamic scholar’s
thought, writings and spiritual and historical legacy.

. The Integral Chairs are set up so that the occupant of the
chair is an admirer and follower of the Islamic scholar to
whom it is dedicated.

. The Integral Chairs are set up so that there is no retirement
age for the occupant, who only loses the chair after a four
year period of absence from teaching.

. The Integral Chairs are set up so that the occupant is a PhD
holder and a professor who is an authority on, and a special-
ist in, the subject he or she is teaching.

. The Integral Chairs are set up so that the occupant of the
chair is a hafith of the Holy Qur’an.

IS5
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IO.

II.

I2.

13.

14.

1s.

The Integral Chairs are set up so that the occupant of the
chair is a practicing orthodox Sunni Muslim (of any of the
four Schools of Jurisprudence) of good character.

The Integral Chairs are set up so that the occupant of the
chair must be able to fluently read and write—in addition
to Arabic and to the local language of the country where
the chair is based and / or which the scholar to whom the
chair is dedicated wrote (if these are not also Arabic)—one
foreign Western language, usually English.

The Integral Chairs may, in addition to the name of the Is-
lamic Scholar to whom they are dedicated, carry the name
of anyone who funds it or whom the funder(s) desires to
name it after, but will retain the title ‘Integral Chair’ as an
international brand.

The Integral Chairs are set up with large financial trusts so
that the occupant should receive at least twice the salary
of the top professorial salary in the country in which it is
established, in addition to healthcare and housing. The sal-
ary must be enough to attract foreign scholars if no local
scholars—whom, all other things being equal, should be
preferred as applicants—meet the criterion of the Chair.

The Integral Chairs are set up so that they must replenish
themselves by about 3-4% of the amount of money entrust-
ed; IN ADDITION TO all the expenses and financial outlay of
the Chair. Thus, in order not to have a fixed interest rate—
such as is forbidden in Islam—this must be done by havinga
commitment from an Islamic Bank (or other parties) to do-
nate a certain amount every year, in addition to investing, in
compliance with the Shariah, the initial capital. For example,
in the case of the Ghazali and Razi Chairs, the Arab Islamic
Bank in Jordan has committed to donate, in perpetuity, the
amount of 80,000 dinars per annum to each, in addition to
investing the endowment money.

The Integral Chairs are set up so that the teaching done in
mosques (preferably important or state mosques) is free to
all students and televised or broadcast free.



16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

The Integral Chairs are set up so that the teaching done in
mosques is specified: usually the spiritual masterpiece of the
Chair’s subject.

The Integral Chairs are set up to legally guarantee that if
no local scholars who meet the necessary qualifications are
found, that a foreign scholar may occupy the Chair.

Very important: the Integral Chairs are set up not only as
professorial and preaching Chairs with a salary, but each
Chair must include funds for student scholarships picked
by the Chair—in the Chair’s subject (at least one Master’s
and one PhD)—who will assist the professor in teaching.

Very important: each Integral Chair must have enough mon-
ey for administrative costs incurred by the Chair, whether
for a secretary; for travelling; for website administration
and communication, or for holding conferences. The Chair
must be able to organize a certain amount of intellectual ac-
tivities, without its university’s help. Nevertheless, the uni-
versity must also commit to supporting the Chairs insofar as
is possible. Without these conditions, the Chairs’ room for
manoeuvre will be limited and their impact limited.

Very important: each Integral Chair must have enough
moncy to hold, judge, and award a bi-annual international
prize dedicated to the best essay or book on the subject of
their Chair. The Chair will thus be de facto the recognized
authority on the subject. These last three features are why
the Chairs are called ‘Integral Chairs.

17
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Core Academic Board and Consultants

The following were the initial core Academic Board (pro bono
publica) for the project (but the Board of the Integral Chairs
will adapt to suit the needs of the country—the branding de-
pends on the Chair's special features, not individuals):

H.R.H. Prince Ghazi bin Muhammad

Chief Advisor to H.M. King Abdullah 11 for Religious and
Cultural Affairs and Personal Envoy of H.M. King Abdul-
lah 11, Jordan

H.E. Ali Goma
Grand Mufti of Egypt

Shaykh Muhammad Said Ramadan Buti
Retired Dean of Shariah Faculty,
Damascus University, Syria

Habib Umar bin Hafeeth
Founder and Director of the Dar al-Mustafa Seminary
Tarim, Yemen

Habib Ali Al-Jifri
Founder and General Director of Tabah Foundation
Abu Dhabi, uAE

The following have agreed to be (pro bono publica) consul-
tants for the project:

H.E. Dr Aref Ali Nayed
Libyan Ambassador to UAE and Founder and Director of
Kalam Research & Media (krM), Libya

Professor Timothy Abdal-Hakim Winter
University Lecturer in Islamic Studies,
Faculty of Divinity

Cambridge University, Uk

Mr. Walid Tahabsem
CEO of ITG, Jordan

19
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